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Dear sandy, 10/7/78

D'm very glad your index ceme today. There w-g rush endirportant FOIA vorx I'd
planned only thosexr records, coming by special delivery, didn't come. So I used the
time to go over all of your index and it is quite valusble. Puny thenks,

If you have done no other Sections then you'll not need this record. But if you
need a recuxd whal you sent ne i3 £2-109020, Szotiona 100 through 131, If ord when veu
do the rest I'll be anzious to get it.

When you Go, if you ean, I suy sat that having the referrsls nt the sare noint
can be helpful. I made a separate list of them as I read your index.

Too bl we could not have baen 1n touch when you were realln: thaze yocords. What
may not have seemed %o have significance to you might have tripgsered some of wy
recollection of she New CUrleens days. wWithout reading ths racorda theuselros I
can't be sure but there does seem to be a pattern and there is at least reason to
suspect thet somwe of thowe in whon “arrigon were iater:asted nay hed had CIA linkse

I found a few references %0 me other than those you-were kind enough to taks the
time to flug. When I cank I'il be yoing over them. I have sepsrate coples of soue from
my JPIA PA request. My major interests in these are what I didn,t get under PA and
the fabrkcations they rveleascd after + invoked FA. ‘

Some of the Lab rocords may be of value in one of my suits. You've glagged a couple.

I would liks to kmou if you are soing to do more like this because I want to plan
on how and where I'll keep them. If there 1s going to be enough to bind then I'1l find
some way of stariting tiut waye.

I you did not keep a carbon you asked what I think about the future of the JFX
case and the future role of the critics. It was kind of you to realize that I am pressed
for time but I've changed today's working shcedule and where young people are scrious
and ask reasonable guestion I do try to be inforustive. While this doos take time I
think it is not an unproductivs way of spending time. What I don't like is ailly questionse.

I wish I hzd a copy of a speaech I drafted for a meeting at the YU law achool the
end of April 1975. I never hud s chance to read and cut the draft and I got sick and
couldn't read the speech. vim Lesar read it for me. I anticipated what was coming with
both the committee and the so=called critice and I tried to inject some reason and
sanity, perhaps also caution, but among those who hungered for a committee—= ANY come
rittee - 1t was not well received and among none was it heeded. The resuli is that
autd and self-seekers begat nuts and irresponsibles. There was no way any coudttee
under Downing or Congalez would be responsible, wWith that bveginuing complicated by the
aprointment of a gung ho! prosecutor type to run it disastter was certain. And it has
come under Blakey, who had the same mentality and past dut is a different, quicter
type and a proficient coverup artist. There has not been g cerious investigation under
him and there would have been a different path to the same place under Spraguece. The
comittes haes not brought anything reslly new to light. It did us no gocd for them to
identify tho nuts and belabor them because they were caeeful to malre it appear that
th: wild ones represent all of us. S0 we are tarred with them and in varying degrees
will continue to suffer this.

*ddnarily I wpuld try to answer about the critlos by separating those who were
20 .0 or this comdttee after the kind of coumittee it is was clear enough and those
who undorstood. There are so few of the latter I can't make that distinctjon. For
practical purposes zll the other critice are in the first group. and I can t speak for
them. What I hour them saying for themselves is unpersuasive. I think alsc unwisee

When ags AIB and boch have gaid they did some good, I disagree wiih sayin. thise
Our remarks should be addressed only at exposing them for what they set out to do and
did do, not app-aring to be grateful for a few inconsequeniial crumbm. Those who profess
the committee did good are not real subjsct experts or have strange wa¥s of thinking.
Some are bothe

I don't see any wood coming from speaking well of those wio have been dishonest
because maybe they were dishonest only about 95/% of the time. I'd rather sey they
wvere dishonest than aay they were honest because Sg%aof the time maybe they were.

“hil: the comcittee's report, the effot of its hearings to coce and those held
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and the popular and opinion=muker attitudes to all of this ean't be predicted, oy
hunch is that arong the rajor media and the official veoprle the committes viil be
accepted as the commission was.

that anyone can do oxpect point out flaws and continuing te inform hireslf
accurately & cannot now say. 1 will speak for myself,

I au pleased that you do not now ewphasize theories about conaplracies ond
instead spesx of t.e efrect on the country. fhis 1s right and important, It is the
torrect and proger way to think ani speak shout the subject, although most do not,

I guess I am also saying that as i seek 1t the role of the erities should in the
future be as it should have been in the vagt. I put 1t this way becaure T believe theg
most of those who receivea attention in the past were not respongible,

For myself I will try to do as I have been trying and doing,

The amenaing of FUia and the campaimm to create thia Fra.nksqstain coincidad, ac
did Jinm Leyapr's havinz some time for the FOIa suita, For me these have beer the rijht
way and will be. There is no substitute for fact and we have suffercd no greater
liability than from all ths idle and usually wild theorizing, Alrost all these
theories were irrelevant but they att-acted attention and for most kep the attention
alive and the money comng in from exciting specchesnthat ripped of the mind= of a
college generation. There is no way we can undoe what these peopls have done anid np
way they can escepe the responsibility. I doubt any of them will sas it this way.

I don;t lmow what the alB people will be thinking and doing, Jeff sent we what
I take 1t will be their next newsletter and I've expressed my disagreement to hin
in a letter I mailed yosterday or today. I am aware of their financial problems, I
think there present approach will magnify these., While I'm not really famllinr with
wiat they did during the hearings 1'm sure iv kept them busy and that they di.{ what
they thougit they should do. I've not spoken to any of them,

We way not have discussed it when you were here with them but lagt HMay I said
what I thought should be done for and at the hearings, to them =nd to Fensterwald,

I also ofiered wysell for this. They did not want i+ and I remained at home doing
By own thing and leaving it all to them. We could not have stopped a dotermined
courd ttee but we could have made a vast difference, They could hava been €xpos

and with any kind of conpetitive situetion in the oregs we did heve a chance of some
of it gettins attention. That nouv is past. I won t do this nov because it can't
succeed now. I wouldn't do it in the Kint hzaarings in any avent because as long as
Lane is Ray's lawyer there will be added and serious problems. I will astay aloof,
4dnd by the time they hold t.eir next Jr& hearing their report will bea written,
Validating it in the media and popular minds was one of the purvoses of the show
they put on. -

I distinguish between Jeff and 5ob as people and think they are good recpls
and what has happened. &1l I could do with they is say what I think end this I did.
I really did not hold what I regard as a bad AIB past against thenm.

You refer to a frustratin; battle. Don't lot 14 frustrate you. Nothing that is
politicaliy good ever comes 828y W8 prepared for this reality, What is ifuportant is
that we try to improve any suck sifuation, This is not impossible. What is imposuible
is an ebeolute and I woild encourage you not to expect it becaure that can be frusge
trating and very discouraging, It is not €asy not to expect and want what can't be
abd it is inportaskt to strive for the most but try to se: and actept the world as
it rﬂally ise ¢

agaon thanks, I hepe you find school interesting and rewarding and that you do
well. When oyu are near here again please stop off,

Bezt wishes,



