7/29/75

Dear Jage, T AMAN /01“/) ‘9’7

Your lettor of the 25th 1s considerats, your offer is fair and represents
as much as you can do under the corciustances = end I do appreoiate it.

i Actually doing 1t is probably impossible for me, as I'll explain in order to
i leave up to you any alternative that also seems fair to you. I've had these things
ﬂ happen in the past duder other circumstances. Invariably,by the time rectification

become possible, it provides no solution.

Ky real need for the copy was to use it in an effort to sell .fmpub rights. I
still need one now for the same purpose but if I can proceed as 1'd like to and as
I plan there will not be time for any magasine pre-pub uses. Having had no copy for
tha two papers that were interested I don't know whether any prospect remains there.

I don't know Af anyone can begin to appreciate what it weans to be a one-zan
investigative-research=writing-publishing organization, with a little law work and
logel investigating and counsslling (of others, including publishers) throun in,
especially when, aside from what my wife does and the legal work Jim Lesar doesg I
have everything else to do, including answering extensive correspondonce from by
now about 5,000 concerned people, Yesterday, for example, your librarian phoned
just as I was beginning a ne# ascault on the tell weeds that got a head start when
I took 111 the end of April. But were it not for these things,I'd have completed
all that remains to be done before 1I'll run the yisks and sh Post dortem
i myself, Regardless of the coets, risks and reduced sales it means. 1 belisve that
3 doing this represents a nationsl nced and that I have the obligation to do it.

Thereafter, it will be for me a major operation to promote it without leaving home,
i without having the money to promote it by phone (which is the way I did Whitewash
IV, but only when others paid for the phone call) and having all copies that go out
to vrepare for shipping.

Longz as the book now is, I'm having to make it longer to add a nev closs, one
that includes the results of another law suit. The yield was excellent for one who
underatands it., I've completed s draft of this addition. I now need to find time to
out and edit it. As soon as I do this my wife has to find time from the other things
she does to prepare cameras~ready copy from it. With that paged I'll do the aprendix
and then to the printer. What s to the printer will, contrary to accepted practise,
have practically no white ap because I feel bringing out all the eWldence posaible
is more important than appearance.

In part, this explapation ic becamse I assum= that someone there has some purpose
in wanting: the ontire Vhitewash serics et thia time and 4n 2 push, Iz part it is to
oxplair, wiy I o'y do a3 you 20 cnaly ofter,

We live in the country. I don't lmow where I can get a steno who 1s dependable
anough and neitvher my wife nor I can now take the time required to check, Deeldes,
o aside from copyreading a long ofrk, the only way is with the mestar and that represents
too great a danger. A corwectionz can fall off.

i Iceally there is cnly cme pluce that does xeroxing for less than 25¢ a puge! Going
i there represents a 12-mile tripe With 440 pages to do it aloo means that 1'11 have to

o atay there, sit and vatoh for wuch of a day. I they have work tu do for lawyors it
might not be dene in a day because they have only one machine, Aside from my time and
travel this would coat $45.7C.

How I'm not about to rip Playhoy off by glvine you phoney bills to comform to
your offer. And with the good intentions your letter makes clear, you really can't
repay me for what this loss and the long delay in letting me know have cost me,
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Actadlly, your press peopls have not yet told me they are not going for it, I have
heard nothing from them, Jim has told me of your efforts, for which I do thank you.

S0, I'11l just lsave the whole thinz up to you. I had thought about what I might
be able to do as an alternative when only a paper like the National Enquirer can now
use the pre-pub rights. The only possible and jrobably quite costly poseibdiity 14
to have two sets of extra blues pulled when the film is shot and the plates are
ready for printing, Once I have approved them it will be a month bafore the bocks
will be delivered to me. but I have no idea what these blueprints coat or even if
anyone will road them. They are not easy on the syes. The cost of tho bluac 4s ouly
part of the maker:ady coat, which + have as a total figuro.

The circunwiencos work agninst us both, Whatover you decdds 1 will accept witie
out couplaint. I lmow you did not intend this and that what you can do is limited.

I don't expect of Playhoy what Penthouse has just dono to me. You will not rip
this off, 23 can be done eandly with many partse

Hy Yenthouse experience may intorest you. Telling you the story will tall you
souething about some of the poopla in the £1.14 4in wideh I worlks and have done uost
of the orizinal «orite

‘m2 o the lead stories in the current issue of lPenthouse is a chapter ol the
six-month old O{Toole book. (For all practical purnoses 1% is a CIA.Job.) Tha' waa
tha first Penthouse Preass book. That chapter is a ripoff of ths hasis of Whitewash
IV, !More than n year after that book was at Penthouan thay come ont with an article
that while perhaps short of legal plagiarism actually says that the work I did from
1967 mtil last year and the toush and contly sudt by meaaa of 4hdeh I got that
sensafblonal executive-cession transcript anu another too late for inclusion in the
book all didn't happen. <t pays that inexplicebly tha goverament just on ita own
decided to release this stuff. Read as the cover says, "Bxclusive" in Penthouse.

The oe thing has beea dona by thoce other publications $o widch I did try to
sell tho rights: Rolling Stoney the TéMler and I think New Times.

When I got that trangoript and saw the meaning and the book possibllities and
had no meana the first thing I thought of was trusting the wntrustvorthy Fencter-
wals, whd is rich because he was born rich. He read it in suprosed confidence. (I
didn;t then lknow he was woridng with 0'Toole aund Ponthouse.) He offered to counter—
sign a note for me, no more, I didn't need a mignature and at 62 I am reluctant to
extend the debt that this work has caused. So, not owning a co:y of LMP I asked a
friend at Pantam to whom I ought speak at Playboy Presse Before I @ould write Bud
spoke to Guiciond and I had an invitation to go to Penthousme. Yith thek transerdint
then available to anyons for $15 if he knou of its existence,l vas pre-emptod. So,

I went to renthouse after sending them a xerox thet to this day I havs uever hsan
able to get back, the identical probdem with ancillary rights. They sald they would
do the book but under Imposaible and insulting conditions. The primary ons was that
they'd hold it until the nothing 0'Toole book was out as their first. (With the
rewriting caunsed by thi=n ripoff it waa del=yed nine months!) Thoy were going to
print in my underground format, so they had no cover or typesetting costs because
the book was camera=-ready. As an advance they offered me about half of these costs
already paid for them! Promotional copies? I'd have to pay for them, And at about
three times manufacturing costs, much higher than the nornal contract provides for
author's copies. 1'd have the other promotional costs, too, like mailings., In short,
they wanted to latch onto the book for nothing and hold it off the market wntdl they
could mak: their blg play with the crap I then told them was crap and would be the
financial disaster it has been,
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Jmlasarnndlluthnirt}anhaadorbodm.achamcterfrmthcpaatmmed.
cepoaaulmspuntmourtmntallingmhowgreat}wuu. last July. He then had
read Whitowash IV and had a copys In Harch their book appears wi a8 magazineg
artcile from 1t. Now in Awgust, as the book says, they have this second piece from
that book and agein pretend my work is thelra,

The truth is that everytiing of any significance in that bock is from the past
and I firet pubjished 1%, without any acknowl.dgement of it in thoir books The =i
chapter reprinted in the current issue uses this work as the insane basis for an
insane theory in which rencgade FBI egonts pick the exact tims of the assassination
as the time to communicate .ith Oswold to seot up a meeting to give hiu the mnéy
with which to buy = car! The alleged factual backatopping isn't real ither, Nor
was there any FBI need for an Uswald to have a ear. To call this guff insane is
to pralse it,

Having taken all this tima, let me report what the history of Whitewash IV
hﬂﬂ bean.

It hna received more extonsive and responzible print-press internatlonal
attention than any other assassination story in years. Nons of it told readers
hoi to get the bock = evan the city in which I live. Xo books vere oo commercial
sale so I could not translate any of this into sales,

Apiearsnce of the bouk had to be held up until after the Ray evidentiary
because oi the work I had to do prior to and during and after it. I had

to hold the printed coples for two months. sonetheless, without a penny for an
ad, without paying for a single phone call to promote it and with every copy
mailed out from here, with wy wife and 1 doing all of this, we have paid off
the money borrowed by Lesar to pay the printer, nave pald the artist for ths
cever wad Lave started recapturing the other costs. 1 advanced thess, like
stanps, mvehpaawdumailingofanm—pagaﬂyortoourmﬂinglistam
thosc who wrise daily, {rou the nonay coming in frow the original books each
of uhich is selling well. In fact, from the first of the year I hav: sob the rost
of this money aside in an escrow account to be ahle to roprint them, The first and
third are close to out of print. It is thia money that I'1l une to priat Pogt
Fortem, Ituillbeatleastmmandwheﬁﬁma-

We'll have to borrow = litile but we'll do it, An: the booic will not lose
money. in she cnd have a return from Whitewash IV, The situstion i. that,
with breaks ('z not figuring on,Post Mortem can do wiat few bodls ever do and
Gan be profitable. I cn satiafied it wil) roceive major atiention, including in
the Cohyres=,

Ve lecd a strangy life ing a Suruane vime, Llve tryicd to axclaia pavt of it
i expliainiion 6. thiv resction to JOME ucClne olier wnu because 1 do ascume that
there was some reascn for your library to ofider all the Whritewnsh siricoe On of
the siracgest uspects 1o that having had to iovent the underground book to open
the subject and nover havine beem able to_advértise any of my bosks trey T2, vith
one exception, the ouly aveilstle books, It roquires exceptional diligence and
persistence to learh of these book and hou to write me but paopls from all over
the country do it in comforting number every day. Libraries continue to repluce
worneout copies because of reader demard, Feanwhile, I'n still and alvays aftor the
governmeite Thodr only reaction thu: far to uy latest charring and proving of
perjury in court was to tell the court that 1 conld meke and rrove sueh choroos ad
infinibin bocause I koow more avout the suvject than anyone in the FBI, In this
strange time this is an anawer to a aourtd...de, thonks, ond whatever you d.cide
thereo will be no hassle, Best wishes, “urold Weisberg



