
P
layb

oy p
u

b
lish

er H
u

gh
 H

efn
er h

elp
s 

carry casket of B
obbie A

rnstein at services 
in C

hicago. 

By O
rr K

elly 
Star-N

ew
s Staff W

riter 

A
 m

ajor federal narcotics investiga-_ 
tion involving H

ugh M
. H

efner's P
lay-

b
oy em

p
ire b

egan
 as an

 accid
en

tial 
"spinoff" from

 another federal investi-
gation of a cocaine sm

uggling ring, Jus-
tice D

epartm
ent sources said today. 

In
 an

 em
otion

al p
ress con

feren
ce in

 
C

h
icago T

u
esd

ay, H
efn

er accu
sed

 th
e 

governm
ent of a "politically m

otivated 
w

itch hunt" and blam
ed it for the death 

of h
is secretary, B

ob
b

ie A
rn

stein
, w

h
o 

died M
onday, apparently from

 a self-in-
flicted drug overdose. 

Justice D
epartm

ent sources confirm
-

ed that the, federal D
rug E

nforcem
ent 

A
dm

inistration had carried out an 18-
m

on
th

 in
vestigation

 of th
e p

ossib
ility 

that drugs w
ere distributed and used in 

P
layboy clubs and in H

efner's tw
o P

lay-
b

oy m
an

sion
s, on

e on
 C

h
icago's G

old
 

C
oast an

d
 th

e oth
er in

 B
everly H

ills, 
C

alif., an
d

 th
at a gran

d
 ju

ry h
as b

een
 

hearing eviden
ce in the case in C

hicago 
for six w

eeks. 

TH
EY

 A
LSO

 confirm
ed that a federal 

organized crim
e strike force in C

hicago 
—

 a unit w
hose activities are controlled 

from
 the departm

ent's crim
inal division 

in W
ashington —

 had been involved at 
le

a
st in

 th
e
 e

a
r
ly

 sta
g

e
s o

f th
e
 

investigation. 
T

he investigation reportedly centers 
on

 th
e p

ossib
ility th

at cocain
e, as w

ell  

as am
phetam

ines, had beep proyided to 
p

referred
 cu

stom
ers at som

e of th
e 

P
layb

oy clu
b

s or to gu
ests at th

e m
an

-
sion

s -- m
ore as a cou

rtesy or a service 
than as a m

oney-m
aking operation. 

H
o

lly
w

o
o

d
 celeb

rities, a
s w

ell a
s 

p
resen

t an
d

 form
er H

eftier em
p

loyes, 
are reported to have been called as w

it-
nesses before the grand jury. 

T
h

e in
vestigation

 w
as triggered

  
an

oth
er case in

 1971 in
 w

h
ich

 strik
e 

force agen
ts in

 C
h

icago w
ere w

ork
in

g 
w

ith drug agents in trying to break up a 
rin

g su
sp

ected
 of sm

u
gglin

g cocain
e 

into this country from
 B

olivia by w
ay of 

Jam
aica. 

A
s a

 resu
lt o

f th
a
t in

v
estig

a
tio

n
, 

w
h

ich
 in

volved
 th

e u
se of cou

rt-ap
-

p
roved

 w
iretap

s, M
iss A

rn
stein

 an
d

 
three m

en w
ere indicted for conspiracy 

to sell cocaine. 

B
E

FO
R

E
 th

e trial b
egan

, on
e of th

e 
m

en, G
eorge M

atthew
s, pleaded guilty 

an
d

 coop
erated

 w
ith

 th
e p

rosecu
tion

 
and his testim

ony, according to govern-
m

en
t attorn

eys, w
as gen

erally b
orn

e 
A

n
d

 b
y con

versation
s on

 th
e tap

es al-
though they w

ere in a kind of jargon. 
K

ey evid
en

ce in
 th

at trial in
volved

 
th

e d
elivery of a h

alf p
ou

n
d

 of cocain
e 

from
 the C

hicago P
layboy m

ansion to a 
m

an
 coop

eratin
g w

ith
 th

e d
ru

g agen
ts 

an
d

 th
e retu

rn
 of th

e p
ayoff m

on
ey to 

the m
ansion. 
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