1/15/75
Dear Jm'

Almogt three wecks ago Jimvy wroto me a long letter I'we not had time to ansver.
In it ho again reforred ‘not wnfavorably, what I take to be favorably, as does Jim) to
the projuctsed interviow. U had written Bud about this, suid he enclosed a oopy, but
neither Jin nor I recoived this copy and, naturally enough, Bud has not reforred to ite
But he agnin made it clear that he left the decision to us collectively.

As soont as I can find time for the idnd of response the letter requives, I'll be
doing that and makdng further refevencs to this.

The imcdiate inspirvation for thio lcotter {s ostohing Hofmer on the AM TV nows. I
mﬂmmmmemmmmx.&mmwmtmmem
ackor could put that ldnd of emotion on. I haven % yet gone out for the paper, so I am
restricted to what TV reported and showed.

Had 1% not been for an unplessant past with Playboy I'd have written Hefner ss
soch: as I saw the story about Hobbie Amstedn's sudcide because there is in this brief
ness accont s name thai means such to we, a man ahout vhom I know much, none good, His
involvament vibrated antennss. On this alone I'd have quastions about what is upe

This past involvea those no longer in Chiocago, I think vith the one exception, the
man I mentioned to you, no longer with Playboy. It renges from several wkept promdsee to
vhat to ne was both offensive ani arrogant when I was there. I3 includes what was also
costly to me, a request that I help with a good story. I wae not paid for this and I did
come up with some wnueual meteriale- still nover published and perhape cnough for a bools

I can't affoxd this and my expericnees toll me that when I am abused this way those who
do 1t Juatify 4t by thinking and speaking dedly of mee S0, I'wo otayed awaye.

I do not precumc that you go right to the top there, Wt I also know nobody olse
who oan approach anyone there. I think I cen be of holp and I'n willing to be.

Without lnowing kowe then Itve s4n the Vashington Post (very little) and seend
heaxd on TV I can be underinformed. But on this little kwwledge and what I can
mojent from it, I think that what L know of this person who figures in the investigation
of the suicide can be of significance and what I know of the pest = of a political nature =
may have velevance and pevhaps considersble dmportance,

S0, this hasty note to lot you lmww in the ovent you know anyome there who would
ke to talk to me. Probably best not by phone. I uoe mdno fyeely, but not without the
maliantim it is not in privacy.

The rueson for the ellpisis is aimples I don't want 4o get into a situation where
I'11 be left es I was when I wont %o some effort and spent some time and money on request
only to be laft bearing costs X haven't yot bewn able to repaye

Howwr.ltﬂnklma&lmthrﬂﬂpdatlmmuﬂhwmwposmm
dooumcnitary proof of foderel intereat in what Playboy was doing, an intorest in how it
could bo hurt, and more than a suggestion of help to one trying to hurt it,

Best regards,



 Drug Probe Called Political

.Hefner S
N T

By Joel D. Weisman
. Bpecisl to The ,Washlntt.o_n Post
++ CHICAGO, Jan. 14—Play-
boy magazine publisher Hugh
M. Hefner charged today that
he'and his empire are targets
of “a politically motivated
witch-hunt,” which he said ul-
Ltimately claimed the life of

Bis execufivca secretary, Bdlg-."

gie Arnstein/
4+ Miss Arnstein, 34,
appealing a conviction for con-

ppiracy to sell cocaine, was

gund déad in a North Side -
otel room Monday after ap-g

arently committing suicide.
4: In a five-page note to her at-
rney, R. Keith Stroup, of-
Washington, D.C,, she said she

g:s acting alone in taking her/

e, reasserted her innocence
i the drug case, and lauded
Mefner for standing by her

uring her trail.
* “He has courage, perhaps to
his own detriment,’” she said
i a note scrawled on hotel
Etioneyy. “Hefner is . a

unchly upright and vigor-

dhisly moral man,” she added.
~In an emotional press con-
férence at his posh, five-story
ghicago mansion on the city’s

old Coast, Hefner compared
Miss Arnstein’s déath with
that of “a victim of a medieval
witch-hunt and torture.”
*sThe . millionaire publisher
and hotel magnate charged he

s a target for the witch-hunt

B ' "“
who was "

1.

HUGH M. HEFNER
<« . lauded by secretary

:against‘frépression.” He ilso
spéculated that his strong fi.
nancial support of the Na-
tional Organization to Reform
Marijuana Laws has made him
a target of federal and local
drug investigations. -

Since Miss Arnstein’s arrest
early last .year, a. federal
strike force has been probing
alleged drug use and traffie in

Los Angeles.

. “It’s not an investigation at
all,” said Hefner. “It’s‘a witch-
hunt. . .an example of using
our drug *laws’ . for; deadly
purposes. . .with ‘people with

because of his outspoken sup-
port for liberal causes, and his
,“ﬂ,wi.llingpess to speak out

A ¥

an enemies-list mentality.” In
addition to the federal; investi-
gation, A Cook Count’g grand

" be willing to 'cooperarte' in the

Flayboy mansions here and:in_

ays He’s Victim of ‘Witch-Hulit’

jury subpoenaed Hefner in the
drug overdose death of former
Playboy “bunny” Adrienne
Pollack, 23, but later withdrew
the subpoena. Like Miss Arn-
stein, Miss Pollack lived in the|
Chicago mansion,

Hefner said today he would

local investigation, but in-
sisted, “I never even._knew”
Miss Pollack. He also said he
has never personally used or
distributed hard drugs at the
mansions, which he character-
ized as corporate guest houses,
He concluded however, that
he ordered a thorough search
of both houses after Miss Arn-
stein’s death .and declined to
say what the searches : prod-
uesd. c . ’
Hefner almost Jost his com-
posure when he ‘eulogized
Miss Arnstein as “one of the
best, brightest and worthwhile
women I havea ever known.
Whatever her personal short-
comings . .. she deserved bet-
ter than this.” vt
After pausing for a soft
drink, Hefner cited the follow-

torney James R. Thompson af-
ter her conviction last year
that ‘a murder contract” on
her life had been issued “and
that neither friends nor foeg
could be trusted.”

-® The. unusual 15-year
prison sentence meted out to
Miss,Arnstein—with the provi-
sion that it:might be reduced
after submission of additional
evdence and the results of a
psychiatric examination.

® Failure of federal officials
to include Miss Arnstein in
their original ndictment in
the cocaine case, but adding |,
her name in a subsequent in-
dictment. C "
_® The disappearance of a
key government witness fol-
lowing her trial.

“There was a conspiracy ~11
right,” Hefner asserted. '“;!;t
it was all the goverhments.”

ing developments which, he |

said, indicate there is a fed.
eral conspiracy against him:

eral authorities that

she would give them evidence .
of Hefner’s personal involve.’
ment with drugs. o

® A warning from U.S. ’At-;

i
® Repeated hints from fed-’
they
would free Miss Arnstein if:



