¥r., Laurence Gonzales 2/28/76
FPlayboy Maegazine

919 N, Michigan Ave.

Chicago, Ill. 60611

Dear Larry,

Thanks for your letter of the 24th and the checits I approciate your promptness
even more because I kmow you then were still under time pressures. I,too, am glad we
had a chance to talk. I wish so much it could hove been earliar,

You and Jim inherited a set of more serious problems than either of you had any
way of anticipating. I am sympathetic to this, 4s I think Jim way not now realize it.
Were this not true some of my comments of a personal nature would have been much stronger.
We can't now do anything about this or your (eollective, not peraonsl) underuse of me
once I agreed to act as consultant last year. It would have saved Playboy much and all
of you most of the bad times you have had recently. s

In my opinion you now face the same situation, if with entirely different spocifics,
and it should befaced as rapidly as possible. I am limited in the service I can ren-
der in knowing nothing in advance of what you intand to say ot/ how you will say it. The
gsocner you can let me know and let me think about this the better my possibilities of
saving you what you have Just gone through and not impossibly more and worse.

This requires that I trust you and write you about confidentiel matters that,
a8 I trusted Jim to keep confidential I also expect you to. If he hadn't told you of
the internal situation of the defense and of the nature of my effort to be helpful to
Playboy and Ray beginning the end of 1974, you should know that there was a hell of a
row over this. This internsl situation, obviocusly necessarily confidential, is only
one aspect of a combination of problems you do face. As & minor example of what this
can meen I strongly encourage avolding prosent tense in any refersnce to the defense
team, On the other end of the scale, be certain that Ray is looking for a chance to
file civil suite and not for what es he sees it is any frivolity. Jim has some know
ledge of this and the internsl defense situation but he should understand that it is
only sicimpy.

While we can't know when the 6th circuit will rule on the appeal, Jim Lesar's
estimate is probably scmetime in April. Or, after you are locked up. Bhore is no real
limit to the radical changes in the situation that become ppssible then, if not sooner.

If I project the doctrine I have seen in the past two pieces, if you carry it

over into the Ray case, you are alwoast certsin to have troubke. I see no need for this

but I do not know anything at all about what you have in mind or, for that matter, about

the plece Jim wrote long ego and you may nov be revising, I can make guesses that cover

a wide range but they will be only guesses. One 1s the reason for Jim's trip to Baltimore.

It could well be from something I told bim in Memphis and if it is I not only hops he

succeeded but that after you are out you cen lot me have coples. Assuming your plece is

consistent with the pest two I strongly suggest that you put yourself in Ray's position

and that of his defense when you will be coming out, withm your wide audience, at a time

wheye thers will be an appeal to the Suprems Court, which is probable however the decision

gues, or worse, if they order a trial and the State does not appeal. This assumption
~=will be based on a more dispassionate and rational manner of thought thafy you should

expect of a man who comes from a more limiting background and has nt so many years

in solitary, desidé’d to impair his ability to think rationally and to break his will.

(The failuresto break his will have made him more stubborn, less willing to consider

what is not his own idea or conflicts with his wey of thiniring and understanding.)

Tou face a real possibility of costly litigation that will be costly if you do not lose.

I think there is no need for tiais and take this time to prepere you to avoid it.




Please do not misread this. I am not saying that Bay ie going to use Playboy
&s a convenient means to an end.Ix am saying rather that without being aware of it
you can hurt him as all the major medis has for years and even that under some to me
aquite possible circumstances I would agree with him., He iz a human being and he has not
lost his rights and he does not want more of them whittled away. He knows nothing of
tids exgept that he agreed to both of Pleyboy's earlier proposals, first for an intere
view limited to his in-jail conditions, which are without precedent, and then ags modie
fied to include only what he testified to in the form of an interview. It was killed
by Budf FPensterwal » Senior counsel,

I have forgotten the original Playboy propbsal. When Jim told me what it was I
told hin it was imposaible and suggested the formula above. From this you can under=
stand I havé a pre-existing obligation to Ray I cannot and will not violate., So you
can understand 1% better and how meaningldss to me mere mention of my name is, arter
agreeing to be on the CBS spacial I declined, angering them. However, they presented me
with a conflict of interest I could not honorabld, meet any other way. it was no trouble
for me to reject cosbt-to-coasst prime-time attention Just when I lmew I'd have a new
bock oute If I fuce a couflict of interest between you and Rey amk I have no choice
in how to resolve it, But if I do you wili heve {roubles and again I think the best
course is to eliminate them in advance. The kind of pises @an write and Playboy
can be happy with does not require any of this. It did not'with {BS, either., They
could have accomplished their purposes with another and not improper approach but
bureaucracies have a may of not thinking.

There can be conflicts between Playboy and me on this. I'll be explicit enough
if they come up. But again, why not eliminate them in advance? So you can wnderstand
this, and this geis to part of your letter, I am responsible for the present situation
of the Ray defense in having o) provided that defense and b) dope all the ork Jim
Legar did not do in it and all the investigative work. Basically this comes from my
coyyrichted work, Frame-Up, and my subsequent work, which is By worke i have gaid
nothing about it publicly but I am most of the vay thro & new and entirely different
book. Not & book on Ray. Here we face a different set o problems. I think you can see
that nobody in my position would be willing to give his work awey and that this new
work puts me in an even better position to guide you.But the key to resolution in sd-
vance is my knowing what you plan,

So you can better understand the entire situation, the series descrived to me
mbout a year ego was of an entirely different nature. The differsnt gubject in and of
itself presents no conflict for me, However, with the King assassination, unlike that
of JFK, there has been no real work by anyone else except sycophents. All of their
work fag already been destroyed in open court, subject to oross examination, leaving
only mine unlesa you want to take a foolish course with a case in court. Again I
believe this means eliminating problems in advance, not trying to rectify them when
it is for all practical purposes impossible. You should be able to see the nature of
this situation but if you feel you need more information, ask it a&s scon as possible,

I am willing for the consultancy fee to fover the entdre saries because, if it
is a different serics, there were changes theve over which neither you nop Jie had
control and bocauss I did agree to ita covering thet serise. ( I +think it wouid be
great journalism and would make a fine book if at soue time in the future Playboy
returmed to that concept. ﬂt hos never bean doue t9 &y knovledge and widuid, I think,
be commercially successful.)

However, nothing was ever said or agree;’to on the use of my work, paid or unpeid.
Not only can writers not livec if they give their work away but in thease cases I have
apent more than 10 unpaid and unsubsidised years doing it. And am most oi the way
through the draft of a new book.



I do not think that Playwoy wants to be in the position comparable with that
on JFK, where you not only attributed oy work to others but without even asidng me
used work it had twice rejected when offered to it axclusively. There is nobody there
now who remembers the first, in 1967 and 1998, but Jim knows about a year ago. And I
do not think that my publishing my work makes it public domain, On this subject, in
fact, the govermmeni's own interpretation of the law is that even use in evidsnce does
not nullify the copyright.

For do I think you want to be in the position of asiing me to put in a limitless
amount of new time without compensation. Your collective opinion of the proposal I made
to resolve the past is that if was reasonable. If it is going to come up again lot us
please work it out in advance. I see nof nced for it not to be amicable or 4n any way
difficult. However, not knowing what you will be doing I am in the dark. I can do no
more than try to anticipate the possible. I think both, really ali, intorests are
served by eliminating any and all gquastions before they come to the crisis of the
recent past stage. This ie why when I've beon awey for two days and en tired I am
taking ell this time,

It 1s also necessary that I tell you my schedule sc you can know and we can be
avallable to each other. If ydur regular schedule is the one of tho past month I way
vedl f¢ in New York that week, I will be in Washington for a court hearing on the 15th,
From there I will go to ilew Tork, where I have a spsech to make the 17th. I have other
work I have %o &6 there. I cannot now eatimate how long it will take but it will be
safer and wiseNto assume that I may have to be there the entire week, I do not know
where 1'11 be. If I can avoid the expense of a hotel I must. But I do not know with
which friends I might stay because of my medical situation. I do not think I'11 be
able to make use of the subway because of the atops. This limite me to where there
is bus service. However, 1 will let you know where I am. To the degree possible 1I'll
try to be available during the day, but this will not be easy when my purpose in
belng in New York is to spend the days working. There will be no trouble in being
available after 5 or 6.

Agide from this I now have only a minor time avay from home, this coming
Thuraday af termoon,

As I bave cautioned ¥im I caution you that with a long spread you are dealing
with & breaidng story. How well I ean anticipate how this can influence your piece
dspends mf on what it will asay. You can look very foolish before this is over and 1
think we want to eliminate that to the degree possible. From my own work to that
about which I can say nothing I can see real pitfalls. Where I have a confidential
volationship I can visualize no situation in which I cannot let you know all you
have to know. I may not be able %o give you resasons. I should in all cases I can
now visualige be able to tell you why without details in some.

This gets back to what we cannot now do anytaing asbout except to learn frow it
in the last minute: keeping me in the dark about what I'm supposed to advise jou about,
I strongly urge you. '

I have done less work on the RFK and Wellace cases but I do know much about both
and what is not responsible or likely. Moat of the RFK people have been nuts and the
few responsibles have bsen inadequate, Even the last apparent resglution, which need
not be the final one, iz not generally underatood. For example, it does not mean what
the major media says it does and it was not posaible for the twstz made to address the
origin of the fatal shot. This ldnd of thing I can explain fully enough if it does not
awalt the last minute. I have some materisl you may want to use on both. Yith Wellgee it
iz a little knowledge and extensive files of clippings. I also have the holograph of
Bremer's diary. I do not sgree with Vidal on his interpretation. I mention the diary
becsuse 1t may coincide with your ee concept of visuals. Not knowing what you will be
writing on RFK I do not know what I have or have pablished that you can use. You might



want to consider what is in Post bortem beginning on page 430. . also have zbout two

inches of the gramd jury proceedings. This includes some of the most important stuff,
What I have is a xerox. '

On RFK, I think someone, perhaps Chris, should have g good understanding of the
nature and limitations of the scientific tests, including those destroyed. There is
enough for thkis purpose in Post Mortem., I have extensive files compiled for writing
and for court use on them, too, from standard sources ranging from criminalistics

- texts to many issues of the {ogmal of Forecusic Sciencese If you leave this out of
that story you wili be writing as I do not conceive, however you write. If you delay
it when you now have time, you can he zaking a ldateminute crisis. So, I invite you o
to have perhaps Ann do as she did with tho JFK schualz. She cen use my machine for the = -
cost of the paper and copy whatever you may n«ed of the cliprings. I have no way .of
Jmowing if or what research you have done but I'm willing to be as halpful as possible.

I do not rogard the time this letter has taken as outside what I owe you without
further compensation as a consultant. Nor would I regard ony discussion we might have
by phone, on discussions, so that wa can eliminagte potential problems as outside what
is properly included in a consultancy. However, I do believe that actual wmxk work is
and my own work ise As we have had no problen resoliing this in the past I see none
ahead and no need for the resolution to be other than yx what you describe as reasone
ables I do pgain emphasize that there sre what can be serious potentials in other
aspecta you and Jim may have no way of entieipating,

Where you can be prepared for it I urge you to tape what may not be easy to
remember and what in feirness to Jim should be available to him, o has a close to
impossible situation and I think he is already uptight. I'm sorry about this and I
have written him about it. Where you cannot I can because I am set up for it from
death threats and the need to record interviews by phone. I can then mail you the
tepes if you'd like. As a writer.I have concern for Jim, from his right to know to
his feolingms., I think we both besr him responsibilities in this regard and I for one
want to meet them,

We will all be better off if research people can addrese the RFK and Wallaee
matters as soon as possible, While I do not anticipate any msjor medicel problems I
have a serious condition, I also have three active cases in court. Besides my own
writing, which I %ill, as I have, laid aside for you, it would be betier if I do not
face neglecting court needs.

I'm sorry I have had to write this off the top of the head in order to get it
to you as fast as possible. If there are D8y questions, please ask.

Bﬂﬂt.

barola Yeisberg
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PLAYBOY

February 24th, 1976

Harold Weisberg
Route 12

Frederick, Maryland 21701
Dear Mr. Weisberg:

It was nice talking with you the other day. I'm glad we
finally got together on all of this.

We all agreed that the figure you mentiqned was reasonable.
I'm enclosing a check that will cover all of your services
and any use we make of your research or writing, in our
series on assassination in America. In addition to this
payment, as I mentioned to you on the phone, I have made
reference to you as an investigator and to your books in
Jim's piece on J.F.K.

I'11l be in touch on the forthcoming projects on King and
Robert Kennedy, which are of course, covered by the en-

Enclosure

PLAYBOY MAGAZINE/THE PLAYBOY BUILDING /919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE/CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611/312 PL 1-8000




