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The House ethics commit-
tee_ defeated two moves yes- -
terday to punish CBS corre-
spondent Daniel Schorrfor
refusing to reveal who. gave
him a copy of ‘a secret
I—Iouse CIA report last Janu- :
ary. :

The commitbee, which had
been investigating the leak .
for -seven . months, * then’

effectively ending the probe.
The three votes avoided a
constitutional confrontation
in -court pitting the First '
Amendment’s £reefpress o
guarantees against - the
power of Congress to obtam i,
information.
1t also ended a $150, 000 ef-
%by the committee to -
ouf ‘a House directive
thqt it- try to learn how the

ordered
[ Pt
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report of 1111c1t CIA activ1-
-ties, which the House' “had

leaked to Schorr, who
turned it over for- pubhca- :
tion to.a2 New York weekly, -
The Village Voice. The com-
mittee will meet again today
.to agree on.a report to the»
House on its effort.

‘Schorr, who has been sus-

. pended with. pay - from his '

' seorrespondent,

duties as a CBS Washington
issued a

- statement expressing relief

that “reason has finally pre- :
vailed.” He: said. he hoped '
the “painful seven-month ex-
perience” will help people to

“better . understand . that
freedom -to . protect news""
sources is:indispensable. to

.freedom of - the press ahd

> Under su:bpeona,

!

" U'that freedoin of the press‘is

‘indispensable :to' the free- 1
‘dom of this nation.”” -+ iy -4
Schorr
appeared before the ethics -
comrmttee on Sept. 15 and

suppre;sed‘

was‘ -

-See E'rmcs A15 Col 1 . ,f'
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refused to identify the source of the
report. After his hearing, six of the
12 panel members said they would
not support a move to cite him for
contempt of Congress, meaning such
a motion would die on a tie vote,
. At yesterdays session the commit-
ee: -

¢ First voted 6 to 5 aﬂamst a motlon
*that the House seek prosecution of
‘Schorr on a misdemeanor charge for
refusing to give the committee copies
of the report in his possession that
might have helped identify the leak.

® Voted 7 to 4 against a motion to
take away Schorr's congressional

. press credentials and then voted 9 to

1 to release him and three Village
Voice-New York Magazine -editors

from subpoenas that directed them to’

testify Sept. 15.

® Rejected ona 5 to 5 tie.a motlon )

that the committee not recommend

contempt ‘action agamst Schorr—de
spite the fact that this was the effect
of the previous three votes. )

The motion to seek prosecutlon of -
Schorr for refusing to -turn over his -
. copies of the report was made by Rep.

Edward Hutchinson (R-Mich),
said the report was House property.
He proposed that Schorr be prosecu-

. ted under a provision of the U.S. code

which carries a penalty of a $16..
fine and year in jail.

" Rep. Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), who
defended Schorr’s constitutional right
to protect his confidentia! source, op-

posed Hutohinson's .motion, calling it’
simply another: way to punish Schorr

for refusing to reveal his source.

Rep. Donald J. Mitchell (R-N.Y.),-

who said he would not vote for a con-
tempt citation, voted ior Hutchinson’s

motion, to establish that Schorr's ac-

tion was wrong.
Rep. Flody .. Spence (R-SC) sup-
ported "Hutchinson’s motion, saying

who °

the lssue was the right of “the people
through their elected representatxves
to punish those responsible for Ieak-
ing information that.could harm the °
national secunty

Also voting for the motion Were

-Chairman John' J. Flynt (D:Ga) and
- 'Rep. James H. Quillen (R-Tenn.). Vot-

ing against were Melvin Price (D-IIL. )y
F. Edward Hebert (D-La.), Charles E.
Bennett (D-Fla.), Thomas S. Foley (D-

‘asn.., ‘}lbert que (R Minn) and -Co-
chran

Cochran then moved to take away
Schorr’s congressional press creden-
tials for the remainder of this Con-
gress, expected to. adjourn Oct. 2.
While defending Schorr’s right to pro-
tect his source, Cochran said he felt

)the House *has_a duty to protect the
. 'integrity of its proceedings” If: the
" committee did  nothing,. it would be

approving Schorr’s action, Cochran‘, :
said.’
Foley opposed Cochrans motion as .




House Schorr”Pr

more obJectlonable than Hutchmson s
because ‘it meant censorship. “It

.. would mean that the House can with-
’ d.raw a4 newsman’s credentla.ls ~when-

ever it doesnt llke a story," Foley
said, P

P Suppoitmg Cochran were: Hutchin-
' son, Mitchell and Bennett. The seven
other members present voted auamst .

th motien. .0 N
" Foley then moved that Schorr and

three] New York editors be reieased

from the subpoenas under which they

had glven sworh testlmony His mot- -

-ion also said-the committee took no ..
* position on Schorr’s‘claim that he had

a constitutional right not to reveal his .
.. source. Since the committee had made
clear it: would take no action, Foley.

said, Schori should be released from

the uncertainty ‘that he might again

be called to testify. )
The motion was approved 9to 1 af-

ter Price had left the meeting with
only Hutchinson voting against it. The

enrel
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Schorr

But’ Bennett then moved that the -

' ‘committee not recommend contempt
action against Schorr. Without debate,
it was defeated by a_ to 5 tie. Voting™

for the motion were Quillen, Hebert,

< Quie, - Foley " and Bennett. - Voting
son, Mitchell and Cochran

Absent from yesterdays commlttee”

votes ‘was Rep. Ohn E,. Teague (D
“Tex.).

- Sitting through part of the meetmgv E

was Newt Gingrich, 33-year-old college
geography professor who is Flynt’s
Republican opponent and who won

48.5 per cent of the votes in a race
'agaipst him two years ago. " .

Gingrich told a neéws conference the
ethics committee has failed to do its
job and should be replaced by ‘an in-
dependent prosecutor td investigate

e Washés |

: dxscusswn made clear that this would
end the commlttee s concern with'

.| eussions probably would take somg .
" against”wére Flynt,” Spence, Hutchin-

W e

and prosecute membets for imorow

.conduct, "
CBS issued a statement saying it
Cwill now - “promptly- address: those

other _ problems”--meaning it .. rela-,

.tionship with~Schorr, and whether 1t
should put him to work -or part com:'~ *
_pany. Sanford. Socolow, Washington.

bureau chief, said lnternal CBS dis-i -

t1me




