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“The Se bret'Report Caper'

- It the "CIA"s ‘dirty trieks department e
had been assigned to cast a shadow
over the press, it couldn’t have done a -

. better job than did a_covey of journal-
- ists’ earnestly committed to the integ.
-rity and high purpoge ‘of their callinz

I'm- talking about the' Secret Report
Caper, featuring Daniel Schorr, a star
_reporter for CBS .News, and' the’ Re-
‘porters Committee for Freedom of the
. Press. A T

Here’s the ' pIot ) 3

Schorr, who has a way with govern:
ment secrets, obtained a- copy. of: the
House ‘intelligence: committee’s unre- .
leased report gn the CIA and other in- |
telligence operations. It was a prétty’
good coup,-and Schorr did a series of "
radio and television reports on it. Then -
it became even more of a- coup. When -
the House' decided: on grounds .of na-
tional security that the report- should
not be ‘issued. Schorr had not just
beaten his: colleagues to-a soon-to-be-
‘released ‘document; he had a perma—
nent exclusive. .

What to do? First, he decided that.
the report’ should be published—not
just the-guts of it, which he and others.
had: reported, but all of it, or atleast , .
. large sections, word _for word and g
" 'print.”Schorr says hé made: that ‘deci-
"sion ‘as.a matter of “journalistic con:’
“‘sclence” because, as the only person
- outside of official cirvcles ‘with. a copy -’
.. of the report,-“I could not be' the one

‘mL

. Second, he decided that the. report,

" new officially bottled up by the House,

‘,

‘was ‘worth money. Since- he - -had 'no
. wish 'to ‘profit ‘from it himself, how..
» ahout-helping some worthy cause? And
what more appropriate cause than the
Reporters. Commlttee for Freedom of

‘.. the Press?.

- He approached the committee's lead-""

- érs’and “proposed ‘that it ‘accept.the -
.proceeds of - the: sale. They ‘agreed and

. gave.him the-name of a lawyer who .
- could help him in his negotiations with
publishers : .
- And so it came to pass ‘that on Feb-
“‘ruary 11, the Village Voice,' a New

+ York iiberal ‘weekly, printed 24 pages

: . of excerpts. The content was legs than.
;._ 'sensational. The. hardest news Was a

"charge’ that* Secretary of ' State Kis-.
- 'singer “made statements “at variance ’
siwith:the facts” =~ = S S
- Nevertheless, the publication get off
A storm. President Ford angrily of-
_fered to help the House find the leak.
" Kissinger declared that “a new version

* of McCarthyism” was rampant. House
committee sources hinted that maybe .
the CIA had leaked the report to make :
Congress look bad.

, Then, with fine irony, there was a
. leak ‘within the leak. The Washington. .

accept proceeds from the sale of a’

_couple;”..

- Post reported, 'in’ effect, that Schorr’
..~ was the source of the Voice” s text even’
-..though:he was denying it ' 'on-the rec.

.ord..It also reported the deal with" the A

Reporters Committee.

i “Sehorr is angry at The Post and the

: Reporters Committee He says The . -
ost - story, . -which -called ..
unconscionable,”- used otf the-record

" “material. He also says that his discus-

+ slons with ‘the Reporters Committee
.. ».were confidential- and should not have
’been disclosed " . X
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:3t The Post denies that it broke any

- agreements with .Schorr, and the Re-
_porters” Committee says it tiéver Telt™~
. that its arrangement with Schorr " could
e or should be kept secret. = -

+;> The 'day after the, Post. my

E peared Schorr conﬁrmed that He' did
.indeed provide the Village Voice text

*and that he had made the arrangernént ¥ "4

i with the Reporters Committee, 7457 3
.. To bring the story up to date;.as
this writing, CBS has said that. Sﬂp{r
has Been “taken “off “the mteuigén .
~gtory; - but - that gy 'aiw we' -
baﬁk ours UYL L valiaans
ep. amuel stratto
wants the House ta find chonmhign
tempt for releasing a secret House fe. .
“.port.’ So before it's o ‘CBs~may,z
the opportunity to back'its guy. %% M |
o i(t:;(s a pr:t’tyy -funny story, if youllkez;
-COHY news people ‘I!!}&zr‘
. Dittetly. over, what was onp themz:"g
~‘and what wash't, and & group witl; §o
loftiest journalistié ‘mission—defensbs? -
. of the First Amendment—agreeing | ‘E

-

cret’ government document. i ord

The Ne ews Busm

B But before the laughter -dies and’titq“.‘?
press’ notoriously short attention span,vy
. wanes, journalists concerned ab:lig\‘ F:m

.'good name of their trade wo

welI to try to ciean up the mess. e

i .~ There wl:i or, exam,;
At ‘this. e it npparently is,hnﬁéra'.ii
‘ Reporters Committee. Schort .b

it is & “su tial” amount, But’hi ,fj :
AT

" won't say how much, - A &

Think how the press—-Schorr i,
cluded--wouid move in ‘on a sitira

* like this if someone else had. beea*ﬁ'loi'ﬂ’
~ing the dealing.. -~ . .. i teas

.- -Retroactive judgments are -easy:an
‘often unfair, Nevertheless. n oﬂexi;w
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! #passive”, recipient ‘of . the- ‘money::

".'suggestion of a. neégotiator tp 'S¢

and with his bosses. . R
«:-But whatever- happens, thi g, -

‘the dollar sign is a danger ul{:lgn ingours:w
nalism. The buying-or. selling
~inevitablytaints the ptoduct. His owpr [
network has had experience with,that.

 truism. (It should be .noted that CBS f 4

was not involved in Schorr’s marketibg”-+

. of the text; He says he acted eﬁtirety"'

on his own after the report’s use:to,ﬂa y

network was over) IS
: Asfor the Réporters Commi

matter bow .much it needed. fuads, t‘q* :
: shpuld have- recognlzed the unt ,‘“

ition If wag" ‘getting'its Lqp

'p 8
B . argument ‘that the *deal ¥ was

‘because the committee wag to- be-jusf Y “1

_nalve--and doesn't qu
The story i’ not over. Schort gy
have further probiems 'with the i‘Imn;e"b

free ‘journalism has been’ damagedaus
News peaple. should be laughing with

tears in their.eyes.' NRY A

-.As for those. dlrty trlck boys »,L%ﬁ:’) ‘

their laughter “shauld be te by.. NG
envy. Even the most devious of ‘them®
couldn’t have dreamed up a “poisoned

well” scheme llke the Secret Report

Caper
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