
H
elm

s:"T
henatiO

n m
ust, to a degree, take it on faith that w

e, 
too, are honorable m

en devoted to her service." 

u
stice D

ep
t. 
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)
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‘
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B
y Laurence 

tern 
W

ashington
' P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

R
iC

hard M
. H

elm
s m

ade to the 
A

iiie
O

c
a
n
 S

o
c
ie

ty
 o

f 
N

ew
spaper E

ditors in 1971: 
"T

h
e n

atio
n
 m

u
st, to

 a 
d

eg
ree, tak

e it'o
n

 faith
 th

at 
tve,"-too, are honorable m

en 
d

ev
o

ted
. to

 h
er serv

ice," 
N

elm
s said in w

hat w
as his 

first public speechalthough he 
had been

. C
IA

 director since 
1965.- 	

' 
P

rosecutors in the C
rim

inal 
D

ivision of the D
epartm

ent or 
Ju

stic
e
 a

re
 n

o
w

 siftin
g
 

through other w
ords uttered 

b
y
 H

elm
s. T

h
ey

 are co
n
-

ducting w
hat w

as described 
by' officials as an active in-
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f th
e fo

rm
er, 

director's sw
orn testim

ony in 
m

ore than half, a dozen ap- 
p

e
a
ra

n
c
e
s 	

b
e
fo

re
 

'C
ongressional com

m
ittees and 

federal grand juries. 
T

h
e
 o

b
je

c
t o

f th
a
t in

-
v
estig

atio
n
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
official sources, is to deter-
m

in
e
 • w

h
e
th

e
r H

e
lm

s' 
testim

ony constituted perjury 
and obStruction of justice. 

It is a ticklish inquiry, fit-
tin

g
 as it d

o
es in

to
 a larg

er 
investigation of w

hether of-
ficials of the C

IA
 and other 

in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cies are 

crim
inally liable for the ex-

cesses that have been m
ade 

p
u

b
lic

 in
 th

e
 ro

u
n

d
 o

f 
congressional and executive 
inquiries over the past year. 

O
n

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

o
fficial p

u
t it, "T

h
is is all 

extrem
ely aw

kw
ard. .W

e are 
in the position of investigating 
ag

en
cies an

d
 p

eo
p
le w

ith
 

w
h
o
in

 w
e h

av
e reg

u
larly

 
w

orked through the years." 

1
1
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In
 th

e case o
f H

elm
s, th

e 
testim

ony being review
ed by 

p
ro

secu
to

rs cen
ters o

n
 h

is' 
efforts to defend' the agency' 
fro

m
 im

p
lic

a
tio

n
 in

 th
e
 

o
v

erth
ro

w
 o

f, th
e C

h
ilean

 
g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t o

f M
a
rx

ist 
P

resident S
alvadore A

llende 
in 1973 and from

 involvem
ent 

in
 th

e ex
p
an

d
ed

 d
o
rn

estic 
surveillance program

s of the 
N

ix
o

n
 a

n
d

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 a

d
-

m
inistrations. 
A

 S
enate F

oreign R
elations 

C
o

m
m

itte
e
 sta

ff re
p

o
rt 

recom
m

ended in S
eptem

ber, 
1

9
7

4
, th

a
t a

 p
e
rju

ry
 in

-
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 b

e
 in

itia
te

d
 

against H
elm

s as a result of 
d
iscrep

an
cies b

etw
een

 h
is 

sw
o
rn

 statem
en

ts an
d
 th

e 
testim

ony of •C
IA

 D
irector 

W
illiam

 E
. C

olby. T
he subject 

w
as the agency's' covert in-

tervention in C
hile. B

ut the 
report w

as shelved. 
It cited

 an
 ex

ch
an

g
e b

et-
w

een the form
er C

IA
 director 

a
n
d
 o

n
e
 o

f h
is le

a
d
in

g
 

sen
ato

rial d
efen

d
ers, S

en
. 

S
tuart S

ym
ington (D

-M
o.), 

during''an executive hegring 
F

eb
. 7

, 1
9
7
3
, o

n
 H

elm
s' 

nom
inations as am

bassador to 
Iran. 

S
ym

ington: D
id you have 

an
y

 m
o

n
ey

 p
assed

 to
 o

p
-

ponents of A
llende? 

H
elm

s: N
o sir. 

S
y

m
in

g
to

n
: S

o
 th

at th
e 

stories that you w
ere involved 

in that are w
rong entirely? 

"H
elm

s: "Y
es sir..." 

T
he follow

ing year C
olby 

testified
 th

at th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 

expended som
e $13 m

illion in 
c
o
v
e
rt fu

n
d
in

g
 a

g
a
in

st 
A

llende in the 1964 and 1970 
presidential elections. H

elm
s  

afterw
ard acknow

ledged that 
he probably had erred in his 
testim

o
n

y
 to

 th
e F

o
reig

n
 

R
elations C

om
m

ittee. 
In M

ay, 1973, H
elm

s told the " 
H

ouse A
rm

ed S
ervices sub-

com
m

ittee on intelligence that 
th

e C
IA

 d
o
es n

o
t co

n
d
u
ct 

su
rv

e
illa

n
c
e
 	

a
g
a
in

st 

A
m

erican
 citizen

s in
 th

e 
pursuit of security leaks. "W

e 
d

o
n

't h
av

e an
y

 arm
 o

f th
e 

ag
en

cy
 to

 in
v
estig

ate in
 

U
.S

....," he testified. "...T
his 

is w
ithin the aegis of the police 

or the FB
I or som

ebody of this 
kind." 

C
o
lb

y
 later d

isclo
sed

 to
  

C
o

n
g

ress th
at th

e C
IA

 d
id

 
conduct surveillanceagainat a 
g
ro

u
p
 o

f p
riv

ate citizen
s, 

including four journalists. 
,In another exchange before 

the S
enate F

oreign R
elations 

C
o
m

m
ittee, th

e- fo
rm

er 
d
irecto

r, in
 resp

o
n
se to

 a 
question by. S

en. C
lifford P

. 
C

ase (R
-N

.J.) said he could 
n

o
t recall th

at th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse asked the C

IA
 to join in 

a
 g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t-w
id

e
 in

-• 
form

ation pool directed at the 
antiw

ar m
ovem

ent. 
"W

hat w
ould you do in a 

case like that? S
uppose you 

w
ere?" C

ase persisted. 
"I w

ould sim
ply go to ex-

p
lain

 to
 th

e P
resid

en
t th

is 
didn't seem

 to be advisable," 
replied H

elm
s. 

"T
hat w

ould end it?" C
ase 

asked. 
"W

ell I think so, norm
ally," 

answ
ered H

elm
s. 

S
oon afterw

ards the papers 
of form

er W
hite H

ouse aide 
T

om
 C

harles H
uston becam

e 
p
u
b
lic, w

ith
 p

raise fo
r th

e 
"m

o
st h

elp
fu

l" attitu
d

e o
f 

H
elm

s in the W
hite H

ouse 
program

 targeted at antiw
ar 

groups. 
H

elm
s later said he "sim

ply 
did not rem

em
ber" the H

uston 
proposal. 

T
he Justice' D

epartm
ent' is 

know
n to be looking into the 

destruction of records on drug 
testing by the C

IA
 during the 

final m
onths of H

elm
s' tenure 

as director. 
S

id
n

ey
 G

o
ttlieb

, fo
rm

er 
d
ire

c
to

r o
f th

e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
's 

T
echnical S

ervices D
ivision, 

told a closed session of the 
Senate intelligence com

m
ittee 

that he acted at the order of 

H
elm

s: ,H
ow

ever H
elm

s told 
the R

ockefeller com
m

ission 
that,fievould not recall giving 
su

ch
id

o
rd

er. 
-A

lsr,at th
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
 

h
earin

i in
 -1974 H

elm
s w

as 
ask

ed
 b

y
 "another senatorial 

frien
d

; J. W
. F

tilb
rig

h
t o

f 
A

rk
a
n
s
a
s
, a

b
o
u
t a

n
y

:  
relationihips betw

een the dA
 

an
d
, W

aterg
ate. "Is th

ere 
anything I should have asked 
y

o
u

?
" F

U
lb

rig
h

t a
sk

e
d

, 
know

ing,  'H
elm

s' propensity 
for law

yerlY
resO

nses. H
elm

s 
could not think of anything, H

e 
asserted that there w

as no link 
betw

een the agency and the 
W

atergate arrests. 
H

elm
s knew

 at the tim
e that 

the;false identification papers 
fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 
burglars had been provided by 
the C

IA
 to E

. H
ow

ard H
unt 

and G
. G

ordon 

H
elm

s also had given orders 
th

at th
e inform

ation 
not be 

supplied to -the C
IA

 official in 
charge a liaison w

ith the FB
I, 

a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 te
stim

o
n

y
 

presented to the H
ouse A

rm
ed 

S
erv

ices in
tellig

en
ce su

b
-

com
m

ittee. 

T
he case of H

elm
s, as one 

official pointed out, is a unique 
o

n
e fro

m
 th

e stan
d

p
o

in
t o

f 
perjury prosecution. "D

o you 
co

n
v
ict a m

an
," h

e ask
ed

, 
"w

h
e
n

 o
n

e
 o

f h
is c

h
ie

f 
responsiblities is to lie, w

hen 
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
ry

, to
 p

ro
te

c
t 

secrets?" 

T
hat m

ay w
ell be one of the 

cen
tral issu

es n
o

w
 b

ein
g

 
p
o
n
d
ered

 in
 th

e C
rim

in
al 

D
ivision in the case of R

ichard 
H

elm
s. 

P
rob

es H
elm

s T
estim

om
 


