
In
telligen

ce D
eb

ate 
critics are on the issues of ption that any inforniation w

ill 
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apitol 
co

n
tro
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v
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p
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o
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classified inform
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T

he W
hite H

ouse is expected oversight com
m

ittee, that 
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ined stand. w

ould respect the P
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a
g
a
in

st 	
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fo
rm

in
g

 	
right to go ahead w

ith covert 
co

n
g
ressio

n
al o

v
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h
t actio

n
s ab

ro
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 ev
en

 o
v
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m
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p
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n

s p
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o

n
g
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o
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m
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h
u
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 ex
p
lain

ed
 

m
ay w

ell regard as a step recently. "W
e w

ould not usurp 
b
ack

w
ard
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m

 th
e p

resen
t th

e ro
le o

f th
e P
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en
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w
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u
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r o
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 p
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 c
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o

m
m

itte
e
s o

n
 c

o
v

e
rt 

in w
hich the P
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o

p
eratio

n
s in
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tly

 d
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n

o
red

 
m
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th
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e C
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n
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 p
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grounds for opposing prior C

ongress. It w
ould control the 

notification to C
ongress .of purse strings and could pull up 

covert operations. 	
on them

 if it saw
 fit." 

	

T
he constitutional objection 	

M
u
ch

 o
f th

e co
n
tro

v
ersy

 
is that inform

ing C
ongress of w

hich has engulfed the C
IA

 
an executive decision before it over the past several years 
is im

p
lem

en
ted

 v
io

lates th
e h

as, , sp
ru

n
g
 fro

m
 co

v
ert 

separation of pow
er clause of operations, such as those in 

th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
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, w

h
ich
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 m

o
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 th
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arrogates to the P
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n
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in
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al 

conduct of foreign policy. 	
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A

s to
 th

e p
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b
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d
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 C
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jection: 	

D
em
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"T

h
e co

m
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ittees are Italian
 p
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official 	
Som

e of the w
itnesses at the 

p
ro

claim
ed
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h
e P
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p
en
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enate G
overn-

w
ould be irresponsible if he m

ent O
perations hearings w
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w

ere not to m
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TH
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M
oves 

call for the abolition of covert 
action in foreign policy„ 

A
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e tim
e the C
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w
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ongress for tougher 
penalties tO

7:im
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yees 
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chas P
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A
gee, w

ho <disclose".elasaified 
in

fo
rm

atiw
y t  ,C

h
u

rch
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expressed:eoneern, how

ever, 
about the dangers of draw

ing 
up legislation so restrictive 
th
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ld

 b
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-, to

•
"conceal unlaw

ful activity or 
o

th
er w

ro
n
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 b
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C
hurch, in C

ongress that in its 
zeal to tighten controls' over 
the`leakage of secrets into the 
p

u
b

lic
 d

o
m

a
in
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e
 a

d
-
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in
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n

 m
ay

 seek
 th

e 
en

actm
en

t o
f a law

 'tan
-
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ount to.the official secrets 

act com
parable to the B

ritish 
statute, w

hich draw
s a heavy 

arm
o
r o

f crim
in

al liab
ility

 
around governm

ent secrets. 
In

 m
ak

in
g
 th
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n
g
e
r e
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e
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u
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e
 a

n
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legislative controls over the 
nation's governm

ental secrets 
o

n
e p

resid
en

tial ad
v

iser 
recently cited w

hat he called 
the "C

oventry precedent." 
H
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of W

inston C
hurchill in 1940 to 

sacrifice the m
edieval tow

n of 
C

oventry and its popuL
 .ace to to H

ill 
a G

erm
an L

uftw
affe bom

bing 
attack

 rath
er th

an
 tak

e th
e 

counterm
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erm

ans that 
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ritish
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en
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d
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an
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o
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e 

planned attack. 
B
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critics of covert operations 
th

ere 'is little 'co
m

p
ariso

n
 

betw
een the stark threat to 

A
m

erican survival posed by 
H

itle
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g
io

n
s a

n
d
 th

e
 

C
hilean, L

aotian, A
ngolan or 

even V
ietnam
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thaw

ing C
old W

ar relations. 
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se th
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o

rd
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inistration, w
ith S

ecretary 
of S
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. K
iisinger' 

still as chief foreign policy 
architect, is the victim
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ow

n policies—
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ith the C

om
thunist 

superpow
ers w

hile ' m
ain-

tain
in

g
 a p

o
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re o
f co

n
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frontation, as in A
ngola and 

C
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m
it level. 

T
he critics argue that if the 

adm
inistration can enter into 

long-term
 

grain deals w
ith the S

oviet 
U

n
io

n
 th

en
 m

em
b

ers o
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o
n
g
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illion to 
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in an A
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ashington's intelligence 
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b
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g
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e
 c
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T
h
e d
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c
o
n
g
re
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n
a
l. le

a
k
s o

f 
classified inform
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controversy over release of 
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es of C
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 officials and, 
m

o
st d

ram
atically

, b
y
 th

e 
recent assassination in A

thens 
of U

.S
. intelligence officer 

R
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. W
elch—

w
ho has 
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e the official m

artyr in 
the debate. 
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n W
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ith public hearings 
o

n
 th
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u
s in

tellig
en

ce 
reform
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d
u
c
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te

 
G

o
v
ern

m
en
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om
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ittee under the chair-
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T
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from
 outgoing C

IA
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irector 
W
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 E

. C
o
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 an
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p
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ich
ard
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s, to S
tn. F
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hurch 
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an of the 
S

en
ate in
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en
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m

-
m

ittee, w
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ag
en
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o
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