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A drastxcally altered
political chma»te will greet
outgoing ‘Central
Intellxgence Agency

- Director William E. Colby
~when ~he appears on
Capitol Hill today to offer
“his | prescrlptxon ~ for
reorgamzmg the in-
telligence commumty
‘Just a few months ago there

were predictions of major
legislative surgery ‘for the

" CIA—talk of ending covert :

“operations, splitting off "the
analytical and operatxonal
branches. of the agency,
relocatmg the director to put
- him in the White House,

Now the forces for main-
tenance of the status quo are
emerging - as the Senate
Governmeht - Operations
Committee moves- into the
law-drafting stage of the in-
telligence controversy, which
has-been the liveliest subject
of ' political interest "in
Washington :since - the
Watergatescandals.

Traditional - .

. intramural pohtrcs,
~ News Analysis
example, are now coming into
play on the -intelligence
reformissue, -

Some congressional “ob-
servers. saw_.this as the un-
derlying reason-for-the:an-
nouncement by-Sen, John G.
Tower (R-Tex.) Wednesday

. that he opposes formationof a

new oversight committee to
. monitor the- intelligence
_community. Co

Tower urged instead that .

the oversight function. be left
in the custody of the-Armed
Services 'committees, - which

have performed it for more \
than a quarter of a century in’

4 spirit of clubby. toleration.
As- the second-rankmg
Republican on the -Senat

Armed ServxcesComxmttee .
Tower enjoys a position of

" influerice on that panél.

The White House and in-
ielligence community would
‘gladly settle . for that
arrangement in . place of the

- present - congeryf of six

See OVERSIG_HT. Az; Qel.s

congressxonal g
for_~

Climate Is C hanging

ovmsxclh'- From Al
congressxonal committees .

vthat have a consultatxve role;

vsepar Bo;x
oversight: cémrhittees. rather’

than a single joint panel. The -

fear among Senate advocates’
congressional.

of tighter

control is. that a joint com- ,

mittee bill might perish in the,

Housg or in conference.:.. .
- Theadministration f vorsa
joint committee appr ach to

minimize “the nymber ‘of =

congressnonal staff personnel °

involved, since staffers ‘are

professionals. as - potential:

- regarded by the: mteihgence”"

leakers' of ‘national gecurity

secréts. It would also reduce |

i

the number of trips required
between the CIA’s Langley™
headquarters and Capitol Hill, -

where Colby has spent a

“larger portion’ of his. tenure :

than any of his predecessors in

the directorship.

The one issue upon which
virtual - unanimity - has
developed - between  ad-

ministration officials -and
members of Congress is the
_demand for stronger punitive
action against those in
government and even in
journalism who make pubhc
classified material. -~ -

1t was in this spirit, perhaps,
that Sen. Charles H. Percy (R-
IIL) asked one of yesterday’s

- witnesses, former CIA official

David Phxlhps for.a full ex-

planation . of Britain’s Official

- Secrets Act, which imposes
far-ranging official censorship
over a wide range of gover-
nmental action—not only of a
national security nature—and
makes disclosure punishable
by eriminal prosecution. .

Colby is supporting a
legislative .proposal that
would - 'impose criminal
punishment -on government

I

‘Refqrm of CIA

employees for dxvulgmg
classified information during

or after their active service,

.There. .are .. also. strong
pumuve “provisions . for
disclosure- of . government
secrets proposed in the bill’
- known as S.1, which would
recodify -the U.S. Criminal

" Code and is awaiting pction in

‘the Senate.
One congressnonal par- -
ticipant in.the intelligence

- “reform” ‘process now under

..way prophesied that the net .
- effect of the leglslauve labor
“onthe intelligence issue will
be to produce ‘‘an American .
official secrets act and no .
reform



