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" theads the select panel,

By JOHN M CREWDSON

. Special to The New York Timé?™

WASHINGTON, Nov. 13 —
The Senate Select Cominittee
on Intelligence is investigating
the possibility that the Central
'Intelhgence ‘Agency - -was - re~

der in New Orleans in the late
1950's or early 1960’s. -

A spokesman for the C.LA.
emphatically denied that a pre-
meditated murder had  ever
been ordered or carried out by
C.LA. officials within the Unit-;
ed States. .

Senator Frank Church who
con:|
firmed - through ‘a spokesman
‘|that his staff was “at work on
.|this mytter,” but said that the
results of the investigation
would not be included in the
-|committee’s forthcommg report
Jon " C.LA. ‘assassination plots
directed at foreign heads of.

|*{state.

“We don’t know, as yet what
weight to give to it,”" Senator
'Church,’ ‘Idaho  Democrat,
said of theinformwt:on obtained

‘[by the' committee.” “We have

not made a full assessment of
the evidence.”

Neither the name of the ‘al-
leged victim nor any circum-
stances that might have pro-
voked such an action by the
C.LA. in New Orleans or else-

Report First of Kind

| ‘The report under 1nvestiga-
tion, while" thus +'far -“ungcor-

“1}roborated, is the first known to'
{have come to the attenion of’

: mvestnﬁaors suggesting that.the:
C.LA. had ever considered ‘the
use of assassinatwn in _this
country. -
Senator Church pwwded no
details of the evidence obtained

the principal exhibjt is’ inder:
stood to.

from a;former migsionaty..that
a C.LA. official ofice acknowl~

edged Yo him having partich
pated. in such an _ésassinations
The former mlssionary ‘the
Rev. Alden J. ‘Stevenson, now
a chaplain at the . Umversnty
of San .Francisco, was unable
in-a recent interview. to recall
thé name of the C.LA. man
who, e said; solicited ‘his opin-
1on about the ethics of 'a kill-
ried out under orders
ftom agency higher-ups.
.But ~Father Stevenson,  a
‘mémber, of “the - Jesuit: order,
provided a detailed: description

' ‘|of the” man, “including. his in-

sponsible for a hit-and-run mur--

where could be learned; . |

by. the committee's ;staff; hut;

a written statement

1A Report Lmks

)

"County, ‘Nev.;: which includes

~volvement in sintelli ence-gath-

“;J;ﬁ Mac” and hw an: alumm-f

eg. -
Intelhgehce sources sa:d that
: A

Washmgton ind -Las. Vegas,
Nev -as well as at Hsinchu. | -
" “Supply Officer’ “1
The C.LA. ‘spokesman - “dis?
mxssed reports of agency in-
vgv&mfsnt in. a domestic ‘assas-
"sinatio % Mjust,-pappyeack.’
“did” t:onfmﬂ t!ﬁ\t “ithe!
agency ‘had employed 3 one-
legged man named Robert Mc-
Namara, now .dead,
.country and abroad:
"The spokesman said that Mr.
McNamara’s only domestic as-
§ {ngnment “however, “had been
o:-a C.LA. factlity neat Las
Vegas, where he dxed on Sept.
3 10627
Reconds cmnp;léd by iClark

in  this

Las Vegas, show that a Robert

W’f’

140 years oid, died at an un-

»Joseph McNamara- wasy pro=-

nounced dead on that date of
a heart attack.

-The. C.LA: - spokesman de-
scribed Mr. McNamara a8 a
“supply -officer,” “and -another
source confirmed that the agen-
cy - did maintain a ‘weapons
sup ly depot near Las egas

e time. -

ccordmg to ‘an obltuary
prmted in the Sept. 5, 1962,
issue: of . The Las Vegas Slm,
Mr. McNamara,  who was then

named- local . hotel. where -he
and his family had been- guests
for the last week.

‘The obituary said that the
McNamaras had stopped in Las
Vegas on the way to Taiwan,
where Mr, McNamara, who was
described as a World War IT
amputee, was to take an as-i
signment as a civilian employee
of the Air Force.

W Efforts to locate Mr. Mc-j

Namara's _wife, who sourcesi

said is stmll living, were not im-
mediately successful. - -
1 . Despite the  C.I:A." spokes-
{man’s characterization: of him
‘as a “supply ‘officer,” “others
‘familiar-with him or hls reputa-
tion described him as an “‘oper-
ations - type’” who* had ‘taken
Jpart_in the Normandy invasion,
‘and ‘who, under military cover,
had ‘headed intelligence over-{
flight operations conducted by}
the C.LA. from: Taiwan, *
*The.C.I.A. spokesman at first
refused to address the question
of whether Mr;; rMcNamarg had
ever heen oxﬂered by his guper-]
ors ™in - the ‘agency “to ‘carry
out a murder. in.New, Orleams,
saying ‘only:that there’tvas. “ho
record of him being assigned
anywhere except the Las Vegas
area" thhm the Umted States !
. ’

or did carry outisuch
an assigiment.” s, - GF 4 -
. He déclined, however to ex-.
tend his dénial-to- encompass
the possibility that Mr, McNa-
maia ‘might have aindertakén
such -an o] tion ‘without the
approval of: highv ‘authorities,
. Seléct Commlittee

on: dntelhgence has-‘compiled
a feport of ’400 pages based
on-the evidence it has' gathered
in secret hearings concerning
attempts by the C.LA. on the

£, soute forein’ Jbac

Ii

vided: {0 the Senate committee
by the Rockefeller. commission,
which “investigated . some. as-
pects of the C.LAY -activities;
that -an individual, hd4d “been
‘killed by the C.LA, ‘inder suchi
‘circumstances, but outsnde the
iUnited States.

i Although the - Senate” report

d lis understood to contain indica~
e

i moze;thanone. low-
R
Ievé%s iﬂgeﬁce {: aive;mel
with a similar " fate," “of
the.information, thus far provid-
.ed to the Church committee
iby - the C.L.A. has’ concerned
an_officially sanctioned murder
"New ‘Orleans or" elsewhere
inside’this country. = A= 4
Father Stevenson, the former
mission whose "letter ;to a
membér of Congtess xouthmng
‘hig . conversation_ with Mr, Mc-
iNamara provided the impetus
for the’ /Senate committée’s. in:




Vemén n. the mm

lnuTew tlnt. a:i best hﬁ ;‘ould
recall, the discussion too ace
: wbetween 1959 and 1961,




