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Will the Real CIA Please Sit Down?

In all the reporting and editorializing about intelligence
agencies, if there has been any genuine effort to inform the people
20" tho{ work and the consequences of this kind of work, I have yet

o see 1t,

The Post's (12/29/75) editorial mistitled "Richard S. Welch"
is an unthinking hurt to rather than defense of the CIA. It endangers
the lives of CIA agents as the most recent publication of Welch's
name could not and did not thresten him or cause his murdey,

Nor did Congressionsl exposures, long the CIA line in its
efforts to frustrate the long-overdue cleansing.

It 1s inoredible and permeating CIA arrogance and stupidity,
the normal end product of limitless power and its abuse, that killed
Weloh.

: Sending him back to Greece alone "set him up," your edi-
torisl's misdirscted words. .

Prom news sccounts Welch had a previously exposed career of
sewpving the CIA in countries whose governmense it overthrew. His
presences coincided with the CIA's estadblishment of unelectsd govern-
menta, in most cases, military dictatorships. Published accounts
place him with transpsrent cover in Guatemals, Peru, Guyana, Gresce,
and, In time of turmoil, in Cyprus,

This s to say that hs also was & murderer, whether or not
it is oonsidered by the Post or others to De patriotic to thwart the
will of other peoples. There were countleas murders. Friends, rela-
tives and survivors of torture gave the CIA's Welches numberless
thousands of vengemnos seekers.

Most insane of all was sending him to Oreece again, and so
soon after the end of the CIA-supported didmtorship. Those who sur-
vived its tortures and those who loved 1its dead victims were free,
with ample cause for retaliation. Returning the already exposed
Welsh to Athens was not enough stupidity. He was housed in the long-
time and publicly known residence of hias CIA predecessors.

: You decsive the American people in pretending that the iden-
“ titles of CIA agents awe all that secret. They are seorst from the
American people only. Espeolally a wman with Welch's ocareer, It could
be and surely was followed by every intelligence agenocy in the world
and most of the guerrilla groups. Of the handy guldes our govern-
went publishes, the diplomatic list is the most eonvenient weans for
agents under a diplomatiec cover, Weloh's.

There has to come s time when tha CIA and all other spy out-
fits oall their agents in from the eold., Long after that time had
been reacshed for Welch, the CIA sent him to Greece where he had no
eover at all, with the wost recent disaster of the CIA's own military
dictatorship, the Cyprus plotting, still the cause of passionate
hatreds to provide still new enticements to his murder.
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Whether or not Welch was actually or morally responsible
for any murders, whetever he would be sent at this stags of his non-
secret career he would inevitably be associsted with wurders of the
past or considered an indication of new CIA support of repression or
the coming overthrowing of the government.

In any intelligence organizetion a Richard S. Welch had
survived longer in these kinds of aassignments with their violent
consequences then he or any intelligence agency could expect. He
should have besn assigned to a proper snalytiocal function at head-
quarters where all that experience, whether or not in our national
interest, could have been used., That kind of experience cannot be
taught in eolleges or by the CIA.

There is more sense in the argument thatthe CIA sent him to
be murdered to restrain exposures of its own misdeeds than to your
argument that this most recent printing of his name caused him death.
I sm not & partisan of the “"Pifth Estate." I long have had disagree-
ments with its past and present personnel. But it is indecent to de-
ceive the people axnd to abuse them by pretending that they, aomehow,
made public a nonsecret and thus attracted Welch's murder.

Besides, the Fast Germans beat them by eight years in acou-
rately identifying Weloch -~ in print,

There simply was nothing secret about Welch's connedlons or
past. Txcept fram Americans.

Check your charges against the long list of those who have
been identifisd as CIA sgents or its local spies and torturers in so
many countries. How many reprisals?

And why not remember alec sll those tortures paid for by the
Welches of the CIA? Can you estimate the number of victims in Sotth-
sast Asia or Iatin Amerioa or Greece? ]

I believe we need sn officient intelligence agency in today's
world, Unlike m, I have spent years inquiring into how the CIA and
the FBI work. edom cannot survive their records, They must de
kept within the democratic framework. They have not been. They are
today pulling the same kind of stuff you proeclaim is being cleaned up.
It 1s as former CIA Director Allen Dulles said in an exeoutive session
of the W:rren Commission it took me a decade to break loose from syp-
presaion: To these people lying, including perjury, is the highest

" dedication to patritism. As Dulles also seid, they lie to and about

each other and frame sach other - wi the sgency itself. (If you
want freah proofs, as of this yesar, ve them and expect them to de
used in court in the near future.)

An appropriate subject for editorial comment 1s how for all
practical purposes the illegal, improper and antidemooratic domesti
CIA activity remains largely unexposed, despite all the invomﬁg .
It and the administration have bad the Churoh committee, for example,
spinning its wheels. What had to come out is all that has come out.
One of the supposed investigators, David Belin, the man who ran the
RockefwidlidsrCommission, told me in the presende of twe dozen witnesses
that he did not have to "investigate" the CIA; they just delivered
everything to him! (It was at a dinner at Vanderbilt University,
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Nashville, Tnnasses, on November 19, 1975. This preceded owr debate,
which wes followed in three days by his call for s new investigation
of the JFK assassimation.)

As is any murder, that of Richard S. Welch, regardless of
nis past, is a tragedy. But in the sontext of national needs, your
sditorial perpetustes the wrongs of the past. It deters overdue
reform. That it deceives owr oWn peopls only i3 & greater tragedy.
This means Welch died in vain, that nothing will be learnesd from it,



