- calléd for stronger- legislative -
restraints-to safeguard.an
-mcreased flow: o£ nationa

i list of;
‘Some questlbnable actwihes
_m the domestlc field was used‘ ;

_Every new covert program :
reported to Congress in 1975
- leaked to the press, WiliamE. : dom
“Colby ‘said yesterday in ‘his - isys

’ testlmony
. tumultuous 24-month’ term ‘as
.- Central.- Intelligence Agency

,and
’ vesugatmns of the: past year
- have ‘consisted . primarily
““only -of public repetition . of
*'the private reviews by th
intelligence: f.

. /it "\Washington Pos'S'aIlert :

director.
Colby’s’ final statemént

(mgresslonal

: * By James K., the Washington Post o
Committee ‘as McGeorge Bundy,. right, -waits.

g

e ll;‘y'testif{es before Government




IR

3{8 ) Saturday, Jan 24, 1976 THEWASMGTON POST

H]ll Leaks

iYe a totally erroneous.im- -

‘ovmlom. From Al

I;Ie pointed ‘out“that since
. newdlsclosureleglslatmnwas
enacted at the end of 1974 the
-CIA ~ has_: briefed : elght
congressmnal comnutteea A
“a tlmely manner”’ on all -
. covert operatlonproposals.f
It was stressed and un-
- derstood on all sides that these
miatters were sensitive, secret
operations_ ‘whose: exposuie
would cause pohhcal damage
ta our foreign policy as well:as™*
frustration - to the operatnons
cancerned.
“The result of the years
experience, in my. mind, is
clear. Every one of the new
projects: that were subjected
to.this process has leaked into
the pubhc -domain.” ‘Covert :
operations in' Angola, Italy.”:
and Iraq were leaked to the _
press.
“Colby: datled’ “for- repeal of
the, disclosure provnsmn and

it§ replacement by a
procedure that would ensure
greater secrecy.

Original reports/ of 'CIA
abuses in. December, 1974, -

" were based on-what is- now
referred to as ‘‘the family
]ewels" i~ a compilation’ of

gulantlos gathered within
the CIA at the direction of
formet- Director James R.
Schiesinger. " :

“In truth,” said Colhy, “our
misdeeds were few and far
between, as the final
Roekefeller commxssxon
reportreveals.” .

He_said that’ “sweepmg
‘allegations®: - sthat-

: assassmatlonsarepanot‘our
_function” were made on the
“basis of the CIA’s in-

" vestigation into assassination .
" schémes ~against forexgn
Jeiders.

We never assassmated
:?yone » .Colby declared.
d our own-post morterhs.of
performance in various
m}elhgence situations have
Heen selectively exposed to

sion of continued failures -
American intelligence.""
‘§“In fact,” he proclaimed,:
e have the best intelligence '
: ice in the world. But'we - ;
dannot keep. it that way if <
ery one of its corrective !
Jiorts 1s trumpeted to its:
ies.’

uestloned afterward by
..John Glenn (D-Ohio) on

 whether presidents had known

of various assassination plans

described in the report.of the
Senate’ mtelhgence c

B

- the CIA director assex‘ted

‘was possiblé to make a case
" that presidents did know that *;

Ik’

,_bemg ‘considered, -against.
foreign leaders but_were

“protected from- the details”
or, conversely, that they dld[ B

notknow.

He also aclrnowledged that:
the Forty Committee, the -
.President’s" covert ~action :

planning body, did not know
“the’ specifics. . of
.;assassination plans
The;Senate - comrmttee 5
.report documented the CIA's

“role in ;ssassmatlon plans
:.directed at Presidents Ngo ...
. Dinh Diem if South Vietnam,." - legislationto” govern the" in

.Patrice - Lumumba “in the -

“Congo, Rafael Trujillo in the

Dominican Republic, Premier -
- Fidel .Castro’ in- Cuba -and :
.+ ‘Chilean mrhtary chief Rene

Schnelder

JIn-.the case of (Castro, :
numerous attempis were
launched under CIA:auspices.

" “to kill:him but were foiled or -

. ’mlsflred Schneider was killed

in d kidnaping by a group’

-other than the ClIA-supported
one that was trying to carry

off the kidnaping, accordmg to-
i ;.. operations;. the “better. He | .

-Colby pointed out that he .
“had.in 1973 issued directives
against such assassination .

.the Senatereport.

‘agsassination  plans''were

+agency-material.?s 152

-Some» L

“vactivity.and saia he:would not -
object to a specific. legislative °
prohibition:': " against
gssassinations - in :peacetinfe, .
“assuggested by Sen. Abraham
Ribicoff (D:Conin.). .. %"

he direttor was accordeda
Fiendly" reception’ by . the
committee;,, .including: "an
xtended ‘tribute .by. Sen.

"‘Charles Percy. (R-Iil.) ac- *

wclaiming Colby as “a great

being.”, i,
Colby re§ponded : by
- describing. . the . Illinois

“Republican. as “one of our best -

customers, — in the usepf

En

‘‘As a customer,” Percy

. said, ‘T must say., that_ the
" price is right'and: you b ven‘t :

: overcharged atall,””
whichis drawmg up oversigh
: telhgence community, thathe

is’praposing a:new, measure
.imposing ; criminal ‘sanctions

on those: in: the executive En
“‘voluntarily:
undertake  the; obligation of

branch -who

secrecy as an aspect of their -

. employment.” - The proposal,.
- he said, would apply equally to
- congrosslonal staff members ..
* who --obtain. access to in-
- telhgence sgcrets. e

- Colby also sald that the

‘fewer members of Congress -

who are briefed on covert

.urged the creatlon of *the .
“minimum number

Amenca_n and a great human S

- Colby told the Senate panel -

of -
committees to oversee covertf'_

# operations, to’ replace Vthe i

present elght

In# an’ admomtlon :,to.

;1:Congress, Colby said that the -

“congréssmen - conhrm to
¢ inquiring newsmen .,

‘operation instead of refusmg
tocomment. -’

op)eratxons -if
«.congressmen - announce-. that
there -are - three
_-operations wh:ch have not yet

‘stimulating ;..every T in-
:vestigative .- rep in.
Washmgton. e .

“vand we “cannot on‘duct
“covert ‘operations if a"com-
- “mittee puts out a report.which

Mleaves out the name.of the

. ,country orindividu Pl con- -
enough

4 cerned, but gives
ev1dence for any amateur
sleth to identify it beyond a

'CIA could. not . continue to -
*'conduct secret operations' “if-

that .

" indeed: théy ‘were glven ‘a’
‘secret ‘briefing oh'a covert

“Nelther can we run secret
individual-

other -

“*been: dlsclosed, isthereby

v -

s refers, to-an activity which: -

: shadow of a doubt in time for
Yits 1denhfxcatlon to be carried *

: 'with the news story of the

) report ”

- Colby" said m an’ terview g
. after his testimony, that he
. ; felt the political atmosphere in :

_Congress . had become
friendlier to the mtelhgence
commumty in recent weeks —
m large measure as aresult of
“the assassination. of - CIA
station chief Richard S. We]ch
Jin Athergs.on Dec323 S

#




