tter"neatly 38 years of agsociation

seémed: to.be ‘the brightest and “the-

* including 23 years.service with the - dition, because we knew  that we had .
".CIA, ] must say that nobody has yet 'all been carefully screened, we were.
_stated in public 'what it 18 really like to’ * ¢onfident that we ' were dealing*with
the greaf majority of ‘those who-work "~ people-who had no hidden motives:

.. on the ingide . and who are:not spies or: .. ~Security creening did not.produce a

n Defense of the CIA’s Purpose -
* withythe U, 'S, intelligence.community, ‘- most intellectually responsible. In ad:

N

| clandestine operators. - ;- 4 &7 fa
It is-the most exhilerating intellec- .

| “tual challenge” that western civilization

* sance. In the best tradition’ of Coperni-
- cus, Darwin; and --Einstein, we were
9 cﬁ_argedw})y“ ?ile Coix;giress of the United
V. States with the misslon of ‘understand-
ins‘the’h&%! outs 'S,
~and “the. usés that the human 3
 makes of the: physical univerge around’”
" us. But' we “were .not left ‘alone to
‘tackle > that  giper-human “task.~ The
- world, | itgelf L.imposed >an .. extra
% challenge; i:e. miich of the'world tries
7 to hide what.; Ang or to, mislead::
“. uS . congernin| meauning. In’other’

o

;* sible task .and fold to’'do itiin spite of

- eyerything that others. could;do to,im

. PrOgess. . s saine itng v,

" In our -efforts to'meet this double -

* challengéweé have'{¥led every analyti- -

, cal tool that could bedeveloped by, the

+ intellectu] ~community ‘hnd devised

' many tugenious:programs: fof the. col-
lection of the facts needed.in ‘our anal-

- ysis:, Amg;nxi.t,,h,e n were clandestine*op-

" erations of incalc )

.- «Theatmosphere;inside the CIA and
otheér ‘intelligence  organizations - has
been that" of a, crusade-— a crusade '
séarching for the' truth. This',atmos~

T

e~

was made  possible : by - the. highest
.- standards.of personnel security. An ef-

fort>-was fmade -to-Hire::thase .who. -

‘ has . devised' since the great Renais-'"

* words, we:were given an almost’impos- .

..dom- wasg exciting. During the Me-
-Carthyera, for example, we felt com-"
lete immunity. to. the witch-hunt hys-".

uiablé value.> * " & )

" ‘phere of search for intellectual truth .

snice Smooth population o_lfi,p;:rople_whq :
t alike. We were all strong per--.
thought alike. We were all SORE PP . .. T e une 23 Post, two letters weré

" “sonalities” who were competing :for

The truth was not always obvious'and

) o

‘he were demonstrated ‘ta be right over

“an extended perfod of tte. In addi-:

_tion, we: knew that nobody was se-

what we thought was right. The result -
‘was a constant® debate, but it wasa-de-”
..bate that we knew that we could, trust. .

we- gometimes ‘made mistakes; but we -
krigw: that nobody  was- going ‘to ‘Bet: ;.

personal gain' from ‘winning a specific.
gument, He would: get ahead only if’

cretly trying to distort or misiead the

~-get and repoft the: truth" to our:duly™
-constituted -leaders -in ‘spite of \every-:"
. thing that ignorance and willful distor;
tion can do to frustrate’us. *~ U T

- : <TOWL A Tidwell, M
/5 Brig. Gon: US.AR. (Ret)) |

very, i

. In thé Letters to the Editor column’

- grouped under the heading; “The:CIAs’
‘Security at. What :Price?’.’. The first
Jetter, by John J. Rumbarger,‘indicates |

“that the’ security of the United States

is not one of his major concerns. I see

no point in commenting further-on jhis.

“ideas, i il vk e

*.The ‘other . letter;

debate for hidden politicalimotives, An : .1

argument might be advanted by parti-

sans- for a specific wehpons‘-systg%&r a

. specific /policy, but such argiments
" were advanced openly.... . :

- The atmosphere- of iﬂt&ﬁgctﬁal ee-

feria;In our intellectual sanctuary, we
did . not.’ hitve .to” develop: the fou,
des and, sharp claws that publig-ex

nately,

‘using’ thém in a way that can onmly
damage our search for the truth. - """

among the public in this search for
_truth, then the press must try to un-
“degstand that the mission of CIA isto

sure seéms to réquire. Now, unfortu-
" some’. people - have seized on *
" some peripheral. activities that could .
“be made to. seem sensational and are.

If the preéss is our counterpart-

‘ g
A1 am all for civil rights and humdr
decency but the right of the people of

© the United- States , to’ be ' protect
against énemies abroad and at homg
paramount. It wag failufe of the Gép-

man people to keep tabs on 2 *kooky?
paperhanger that brodght -on’ World

“ War I1 1 hope the United States. #ill
knew right where to  pick: yp  the
“kooky” ‘paperhangers in this countty

- if the need should arise. ~ -~ i

L Raymond J. Queenis.,

{Zgg(ashingtom ‘ A




