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QW BROAD is the. congressional : ) i
right to demand and receive classi- “the war as a 53515 for th.e hearmg. )
f‘ ed."information. from. the executive . The document has been turned over '
ranch? How much of that information - - 10,the, committee more than.a yeek:-
<can Congress make public' on its own, ( ;earlier. It wasv’c"!assmed however, and -
w1thout the consent—or over the objec- L ;

txons Z_of the department or. agency .
. wlﬁtclzlh classifxed the materlal as secret,

“tetit'conflict between ‘the House Com-
; mittee on Inte]llgence and the Whlte :
% o ~

27 As. in’ ‘many such struggles in the had sfrong views about what he viewed
past, ‘however, poli¢ies and personal pl- ":“as the executive's overclassifymg hab--
i que rather - than: principle led to the its He decided. to subpoena the docu
“conflict — and thus it ‘probably wiil be e
4. settled, or'abandoned unsettled, with- -
out' the issues of. substance having
‘béen faced. el L
= A detalled tecountlng of thls case’J
“history in executiv&congressional rela-
,,,“titms is revealing: - ‘same-day- with the classified words -
~+The House intelhgence inquh'y -got . identified, a procedure with many pre-
off to ‘a. late start. 'The committee :
_chairman; Rep. Otis Pike (D-N.Y), was
“determined to complete. its, work by .
~ithe House-mandated deadline ‘of Dec,
.31, This required tight scheduling and oo
. ooperation from-the executive in-re- Late in'the evening before the hear-
~spondlng to commlttee, requests for ing th,e committee staff OT
smaterials.
s Last month the committee staff fbe-
~rgan studymg the performancé of the
. intelligence community in. rela'don to
*the 1973 Middle East War, the 1974 Cy-
. prus crisis and the recent struggle for
_ power in Portugal. Documents were
.made available for staff agency ‘Was
’asked to deliver some documents to
the cummlttee :

- staff members mformed the White

-House and..CIA THaison’ men that a
-.~hearing on the: Middle East war would :
" 'be.scheduled for that Thursday.: The - of the failures were missing. -

.. _.jgpmmittee.wanted to .use a frank 35 ‘The CIA y!elded to the request, and - Pike immediately .asked Parmenter

- ‘page-CIA.post-mortem on the intelli- . -CIA Director William Colby personally  why the deletions had beeh”made. It
- gence community’s fajlures to predict  handled the matter of deletionsin the  was quickly established that Parmen-
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agreement with th!. executive before
"publicly releasing nlﬂﬂial. S
- Pike was’ not moved. He later maid
“the White- House and part{cularly Kis-
& . A slnger, knowing that the committeé has
ter himself had had nothing to do with' - member, Rep. Rouald Dellunu CIJ- only three’ movnd:h: t° comrplete Ms
the sanitizing 1;1‘00;;8 f;\f closed session _ Calif.), suggested that. the four words’ ; 4

‘one: per n present, it. may
ed the' other way. -

- 8k eg by over-classiﬂoation, he ackmwl-
e;munsion to: decide what

about. Pike’s, cnmmitt‘:e gom ‘of + edges that there-are matters: desering

artici ants in the strategy aession +.to remain ‘secret.- But he believes that

: ; -+ Congress; if: gtven the tact.s nmi argu-

red - -ments.bro and:econ; is as capable as

the executlve of declding on-questions

greater. - COl n
which appea?e‘: ih;

What about demagogues such as the
late Sen. Joseph McCarthy? Couldn't
they use the prmoiples Pike now: pro-
' poses.. as. the Ibasis- for. !rre!pomible
“~and perhaps ruinous attacks on an‘ad.
* ministration’s romm onc ¥."*De-

_ Ygot to trul
our _own dema

: A A0rts it : vf'nfor- ., the system,
“was growing tired and suspicious or re-  mation in its hands That posltion pre- . d
leased documents full of security dele; . vailed, and the committee was told it .should |
itions, v would have to agree to abide by tradi- . on.a case
At Ieast one /majority comm.lttee tional practice: It would have to reach . thro

‘mitfae chaltmm;gpeem nﬂeﬂed‘ with




