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"Tramp" pictures 1/7/69

—

Desr “oo,

Bl The enclose copy of this a.m.'s letter to Sprague spesks for itself.
You know my source. 2 )

When I phoned Sprague the end of last week to get his Altgens notas
il for you he told me morz sbout whet Turner hes estabtliched, he thinks beyond

i eny doubt, about these pictures. 1t seeus they cen slweys be interpreted to

Tit each new development, each time 8ll earlier interpretations being forgotten,
each positivenese of the psst in now Wway impairing the depensdbility of the
gseme wrong socurce in the present.

About Altgens: He has never typed his notes, hos only one copy, snd
promised to Xerox them yesterdsy end meil a set to you. I hsve never seen them.
4elde from learning that Alt@ens himself did not know how meny pictures he took
until Spregue started getting him to bacltraclk, when he found sbout a dozen,

I do not recell, if I even ‘mew, what Bdtgens did get. He recelled only the
, three that had been used by the late time, June 1964, that the feds gzot .
TR around to speakingmto him. e g Fe S Lo £
First T must acknowledge a prajudice. Were Turner todsy sssure me that

God ie in heaven, I'd sccept his assursnce as resson to doubt it.

Sop here is whet Spregue, with some excitemsnt, told me on the fourth:

i Od course, the one men is certeinly Bredley. ‘hile cncs he doubted it,
3 he now does not. The men with the hat is Crisman, slso beyond doubt. There are
two identieal scars on & recent pleture of Crismen that exactly coincide with
= two scars on this man's face in these pictures. (0Obvicusly the mere executioners
% did not trust their Ppaymsster”™, so they® insisted he be on the spot and pay
n them imredistely!) "Hojd your hat], he told me of the third, end then ssid it
i was oo hot to rut on the phone. You reslize, the rem:ining man is the romasntic
i "Frenchy”, not to far in the peet”=m certsinly conneeted with the LBT ranch, was it?

He is now a former Minuteman, sn enti-Castro fighter from Mismi and Wew Orleans,

- Tromasother of my young (and from my experience, solid:and'aeﬁeﬁ&able)
collsborators, 1 lssrn that Sprague, presumesbly with Turner's essistence, has
ddentified Frenchy as "Ruoul" in the Huie version of ths life of Jemes Earl Ray.

In view of the record of the recent pest,I believe you should have this.
If Oser is showing sny interest in ths pictures, plesse tell him. T think “ouis
g-ouly elzo sea. Bocauze of the evil potantisl of taese pletures, I will continue
mydchacking. I fesr, beciuse of the iclluence these pictures and people neve had
a im, it ie required....How desply we sre indebtedmm to Jchnny Cerson for his
bodrishness!

b

& y Sincerely,

E Harold Weisberg
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Dear Dieck, 7

Because I know how convinesd you are that there is real and desp
significance in the tramp pletures I have misgivings asbout telling you what
my own incomplete investigation sbows. It comea from & source in & position
to learn what might b true, e parson well-connected in Dallas snd friendly
toward me peraocnslly,

He hes his own ways 4f reaching offieisl seurces Tramxtkex in thet
city. He reporis these men wers arrestsd after the asgassinstion eand bsfore
Oswald. They were relesased without cherge after Dswald's arrast. The plsce is
Whet Interests me most: behind the post office. I have just gotten thie report
from him and will be pursuing it further, for example tc be eertain thet his
rafersnce to the post office is to the Terminasl Arnex, whish is in the 206
block of South Houston. If this is, ss I presume it ke, the place of the srrest,
there is no street behind Eouston 2t that point, only the railrosd trecke,

I sent him that one of the zeries of pleturss chowing only two men.
He told me thers were thres, that one didn't show in the picture, end thet they
were picked up in a bex car,

Now if this is tue cass, it become difficult if mot imposeitle, regsrd-
lees of any tentative identiflcstion that might be made, to believe sy of these
men could haeve bewsn an sssassin, for it would have been impossible for them to
bhsve done any of these things: :

AR

Bhot from thers; oy . ; -

Shot from the ares of tha dapository and gotten thars without passing
meny too many peopls on the overpeas; - | :

Disposed of their WeBpOLE,

=3

I think thers sre ways in which I can cerry thia further. As you know,
I have no%, from the first, had sny confidence in what was attributad to these
Pictures. I ses other meesning and significencs in them. Howsver, for several
ressons, one of which is the herm thsir misuse can do us, sonther the large smount
of time I fesl might better be spent in other arwas thaey have and =ra taken, I have
epent a litile time in tracking them down, trying to learn what I csn about them.
Anothsr person, unknown in Dellss, who 2ot In touch with the police, got nowhare,
My cwn checks with the paper disclosed that xhen LIFE acked the idantity of the
men, contemporaneously, there was no record. The photographers wers thsen shooting
at anythinz that movad, without time for the lefte to rigshts,

If thesa men wers arrested where I huve btwen told they were (and I use
tha word arrest not mcause it is accurste, but fmm habit, for averyone haa
assumed it, they would have bLeen walksd to the pelice cars by way of ths tracks,
as you know from having been there.

I w11l now sttempt to gut = picturs of Lonanie Ray Wrizht. I do not know
if I cen, There are slso other efforts I will meke. Also, a real photographic expert
who is & close friend of Garrisen's has beca asked by the staff to compare a resl
pleture of Bradley with these pictures. He says the resemblance is truly remarkable,

Eut thet close comparison of all features and cont they sre not
) 3 ours convinees h y
identical, Sinverely, Harold Weisbary Tt



Sprague 1/4/68 Turner hzs identified men in "tremp" pictures as Bradley and Cris-
men, with the third so "hot" Spregue wuld not mention his nszme by phone. This is
"Frenchy", s former inutemen , anti-Cestro fighter from Mismi snd N.0. Spraguwe

is certein the man wIth the het is Crismsn becsuse there are two identicel scars.



