fire Moward Goodwan, newsroon Harold Weisberg
The Pldladelphia Inguirer 7627 Old Recelver Rd.
402 e Broad &t., Fraderick, MD 21702
Philadelpbia, P&

Doar kr, “ooduan,

lihen I was given a -cupy of yowr daceh 9 arblele on HOHB:@( lailer at Penn one
of the guotes Kave me the foreula for the book I'd decided to do with tlie worlcing
tikle kipilor's '\'Ihitevw.sh:r UF the JI'E dagsascination, (Vlcase forgive my typing. I'm
82, umwell and linitel in whet L ean doe It commot be any better.)

I wonld like your permission to use a feu short quotes, what le gaid about
history and novels bzing alike, bouh fiction and history being lies.

You story does not sy hou lailer came o spend four days at Penn. Of course
he vas promoting his bool Omigli's Tale but I wonder how he came to incur the extra
fi"rouble and ceats ol doing it at Penn vhedp there are so meny m:ﬁ“.};rsities where he
lives, If you kuow and can tell ne.

bhat gave me the formula for the boolk is his saying that the JFL assascination
ovidence, which he does not use, in "impenetrable." That is what I'1l build to.

I amn alone among thoze vriting on the as:assination is not pretending to solve
the case with theorivs and in restricting mys2ll to the officigl evidence. What is
anything but "dmpsnetrable" is the offical evidence Z'll use. I enclose a copy of the
catalogue page on my citith book due this month.

Yy a long serdows of FOLA lawsuits sowme of which were precedental and one of which
led tu the 1974 amending of tio det's invesligatory files exemption i obbained about a
third of a million once-withh:ld pngose Some years ago when ij-uiler indicated an interest
in the peassination L oflered iim aceess to all I i 2d. That was not exceptional, I be-
lieve the dct makes all who use it lsurrogate Tor the people and I have always made it all
available, along uith our copier, to ell writing in the filed. Most oi whom + lkmow will
we'be what L do nol gpree with, I te all deeded Lo a Cine omall loeal college pherc
alons with all my work it will be a free public archives llot only do 4 not beliege
that tedborizing is an scceptable substitute for fact, I began doing no theorizing in my
L‘:Lrl:st bool, wideh was the fivst ou the Varcen ﬂeport and the assessination. It datees
50 1965« Bugidos, with thio documentary troeasure, who needs theories? Other than the
lailers who will not ce the work required to loarn what the ofu.'icim{ evidence is and
Noons e :

ln tidnkdng of whiting you earlier today I was reminded of iy own childhood in
Fhiladelphia and hov diflecont a city it woes in so diflevent a worlds I wonder if {he
Inguirer has ever done sucii a story



n

T contributed a litile to it in the early 19208 when I was on the Yilmdngton
lioruin: ilowse The old Ledgoer, probably well before your time, had a Sunday feature
seetion which also printed featur=s I .rote then.last time I was in your builtlin.-_;' vhen
i wog the Uashington corrvespondent Lor Clicls, which the énnenbergs ovned.

A fow ol the tldoys that came to mdad on how diffevent if. then was ave the gas
street lmaps, the enormous outhouse in Lo Uirst school I went to, on Susquehanna Ave.
between 20 unvf—ﬁ Stg.,thot vhen I uns eipht wmy mother consldered it gafe endu h for
pe to uall: alone about aadlc to the public Libruy o as I recell Berks slightly to
the the west ol DUroad, end shagzing £lies that went ovor the Broad Street wall of
ol baker ¥ield aud bounced doun into the P o R azr,-rth Philly termin;.l acrosy Broad
from @. 1t. & boy vlio hunded a ball in ot any ticket window pot ‘n free, even batting-
practive balls.

The nc?:n side of Boler Field was lehigh avenue. It was also the south side of
whet: the old As thon ployed, oly Slibe Parle, 1 think its western side was 22 Street.

in tlhose doys wien there vere no night goues and few autos, the trolleys used to
line up on Iehigh pplnting both w ys (it was dot blo=tracked) begimning about the iime e

‘},"fj’ied. Yhise lines estended for blo‘éz' o ane blocks and what a mess it became if a game
went into overtinme! ‘

I was born thres blocks south off Shibe Yark. Tlat was a half of a block north of
The vouens' loneaphthic Hospital.

In those day: ambulances vere horse-dravn and eseewt-for the ones I remember, from
Lavenau, alli were black and close _‘l:n identicnl with the wagons frow which bread, ice and
il were delivered doilf. #ith in mdst instoinces the horses lmowing when to Mtart and
uhen to stop.

Our clogest firshouse was &M altered corner house at 22 and Yorks “4y what I sight
4o see the sparks flying from their hooves as thoy clurged drawing the pumpers in which
steam was generated by 13 Yoo Lt how the steam Trom the top ol their tanks used to
et elom: to hoodmintal when oy I".'J;LIG’ g0

Phe most exeiting sight in those duys before even radio was a runsvway horse.

T pamblo bjt i. it Lies ngl been dene I think it could be fun doing it and fun
readdng ite

I'11 appreciate permission end anything you can think of that I iwight use.

ﬁ},r the way, theve is nuch about Arlelv fpecter in HEVER AGATIN!I've not been told ﬁ

the le:l'. dgte anl liave no c‘;{‘aa what coples, if wiy, the publisher will distribute.

Sinceraely, .

,&/M’M‘//ﬁy

Harold Weisbery



