Harold Weisberg
Rt. 8, Frederick, Md. 21701
421/15

Mr. Jack Booth
Philadelphia Bulletin
Phila.. .Plo

Dear Hr. BOOth.

I8 it merely that g transcript of gpe Warrea Commission transcript “"was
yeleased to the public last year following a lengthy Freedom of Information sult
by one of the conapiracy theorists™ that you were able to quote from this tranacript
in the April 11 Bulletin, olips from which I have just received?

With more than 150 square inchea of spsoe you could not identify the book, the
only book, in which the full ttansoript appears in facsimile? You had plenty of room
for crap, error and Arlen Spectsr's propaganda.

In fact, if you had read the book and the transcript (flyer enclosed) you'd have
been aware of some of your srror.

Exror is one of the hasards of reporting. Most reporters seek t0 avpdd it by
apeaking to original sources.

It is not my purpose to argue, nor to remind anyone on the Hulletin that it Bas
not seen fit to speak to the one author who had done much more work and much more
publishing than any other, even on his once~frequent visits to Philadelphia. I anm,
in fact, the one author who has worked =and intensively - in this field from the first,
There is virtually no fact of any significance that was not first published in my
{s1x) printed books. 4And none.that to this moment hes been refuted by any official,
especially Specter, whose work I addressed as no other hase Phis includes the vioclent
baciward JFK motion. I published this before Thompson sterted his popularisation,

(If 1t interest you, ask Thompson if there im gny source other than my second
book in which this appears he once quobted in his general footnote reading, approx.,
"According to a déoument recently discovered in the National Archives. It is my
recollection that each and every such oitation is exactly this cribbing.)

That man on the grassy knoll? There is ona, Whether or not he has a rifle is
another matter. But his presence and tho possibility of a rifls is in my very
earliest vwork, not just now for the first time, Itek confirmed the man but not the
rifle for LIFE in 1967. My analysis comes from s published atill pioture.

Tou call me, without naming me, "one of the conspiracy theorists." That, sir,
is close to libel! In about a million printed words the one thing you won't find is
me theorizinge I doal with fact What made me decide to open the subject with the first
"underground” book is the offer of a major publisher to publish the first book if I
would reangle it around a theory that the government did the comspiring. I refused.
(In confidence, W.W.Norton.) I am the one who oclose to alone not only does not
theorize in print but bas nothing to do with any of those calling themselves “oone
apiracy theorists,™

You repeat this kind of error « not the only iind - in"The vast majority [ourrent
contentions"], however, turn out %0 be X mere reruns of a flurry of theories that
reached a fever pitch in late 1966, Theso actually, aside from nonsense, are reruns
of my first two books which do no theorizing and are based entirely #n cited official
documents, some reprinted in facsimile, There is a difference between what you describde,

presune from the AIB ripeff of pocket and mind and the cuxrwant TV atteation to the
squivalent of freeks in aide shows, and solid work that papers like yours have ignored.



There also was no "lenasthy” suit, There wag a yoare=long offort I :zde, not
for that zlones (I've filed five suits and the cne I los$ I an now winaing, Congreas
having enended the law with it specifically cited as a nced, Scund like "aonapiracy

If Srecter 4014 you that Bobiy Rexmedy s1tideld apvtidos frou the Commioclon
he liede The fact 45 that 4t was hie obligation ao xxx¥wy the lawyer handling that
pert to present the "bout evidonce.® I he toic you he saw no film - and if Bobby
withheld 1t how could he heve secn eny? = then he alse 1isd, '

Thare 1s no "oew crop" of tuoss you cull "oritics.” Groden's work is not new.
Whet is new is the attention. It aleo shows nothing new, Groden's expertise is
linited to photo optics, !

Thers is cuch that is "new™ but I lack the fuads to print it.

However, to this day + have net bed any allegatien msde %o W « fnoluding by
Specter -~ that there is any ewror in thin "old" that I forst hrédught out a decade
2g0s In an affort tc Lreal through the prejudices =f the zajor medla, alter making
serdous charges agninst Specter and daring him to sue, T went %o #hiladelphla and
pade these dharges in public. I did ghone your papers It was not there. spd Specter
has not and will not suse

He oould have charged me where ke wac Da and rhen ha was DA, Ho dared aot,
“nis also is wow I 80% that transeript, with the voluntary laylng of my head
ou the Blocks It was not simple "relsssed," : SR

A Toc bed Lt has to be thia Wa¥. L08T2 are cotior ways o live.
But vhion I do run thess risks 1+ is not conforting or dn any vay revardlag

or regsourdng to read the kind of ntories you wrotes 0r %0 ba awaps of Jour
gensoriing.

Singarely,

“arold wulabery



