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it Jomes Fhelen, the writer for "Jaturday EveninZ Post" who
i in Sep.ember oi 1935 aid the Post cover story '.Z00Ver of the F2L " called
w my office tcddy and said he had jnformation L2 wonied to pass along

regarding Carrison's investigation in New Crleazs.
giayed away irom Fhelan, it was felt we should hear

£lthouza we have .

what he had to say .~ "

\ .

and Leinbaugh in my oifice talked to him. , Jf i
N '} Lo ‘ )
" FECST STORY ON GARRIZC : AT
3 : Paelan said that the editors of the Dost decided a cougleof
<  weeks ago that he shoulc go Gown to New Crlezns 2nd try to ¢o an ia- S
% _;’;.depﬂm cover story on Garrison's investization of the ascassination. Faelen . <
L said he was given this assignment {nasmuch as he had cone 2n extensive
Y N . storyon Garrison several years 230, and it was felt Garrison truzted him. &l
RN .;; : Pheian said his story will appear in the Post, which is schecduled to come L
{ ng‘ “.‘put April 24. Paelan pointed out that his article will completely discount [‘_
~ ‘_Garrison's entire investigation. . o
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74 ; ' TRI® TO LAS VEGAS: g
nd 4 Ry . C
:
3 ..‘2 : Enelan reported that he arrived in New Crleans right during
ihe middle of Garrison's investization, that ke had considarabdle troudle
2 o S o ]
D ‘getiing in touch with him, but Zinaliy made coniact and everiuzlly was able
‘ 5 tﬁ_g» parsuace Garrison to go to Las Vegzs wizh him for two days to rest.
R }ifpelan saic iney got rooms at the Sands and that he had a couple of five-hour
fF ¢ s";ssions with Garrison going over the entire matier. Thelan said he felt
1€ cpite positive in his own mind that Garrison was level:3 -7ith him and that
%;Sé ‘nt\a felt Garrison was being completely cancid. e
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Wick to DeLozch Memo, 4/3/67 o '

RE: Assassinalion ol Presicent Kennedy

. GARRISON'S THEORY OF TIE AS3ASSINATION:

According’to Fhelan, Garrison had bacome obsessed with -
the assassination and the Warrea Report. e azparently has read iise report
from cover to cover cnd he told Biclan that he flew to New York once with
Senctor Long irom Louisiana and Long expressed doubts regarding tie
authenticity of the Viarren Report. ' ’ '

H Fhaelan szid it was almost impossible to carry on 2 rational.
: interview with Garrison. Fe would quiz him abvout aspacts of tae New Orleans
“investigation and Garrison was unable to stay on the subject for more than

2 m'nute or two and then would wander off and start "domaing" Sie v/arren
_Report. Fnelan szid his reaction is that Garrison is no coubi sincere in his |
. belici the assassination was halched in New Orleans. iHe said Garrison,
t however, is complately disorganized, impulsive and obviously krows
‘ nothing about running an investigation.

As best as he could tell, Fhelen thinks Garrison's thasis boils
down to the fact that the masterminds behind the assassinztion ware David

- s

! Perrie ard Clay Shaw. He described these two men as brilliant homosexuals

| and fcels they pianned the assassination for 'kicks." Garrison thinks Uswald

}was the "decoy" ard the "fall guy." . " -
a - T e
STATEMENT OF PERRY RUSZO: ' (%

. Garrison gave Paelan 2 copy of tha 6 1/2 page statement
i (attached) which one of his investigators, Andrew J.’ Sciambra, tooX from
‘E_érly Russo on February 27th. Fhelan gave Leirdaugh a copy of this statement
i with the stipulation that it be "closely held" and that his identity ba corapleiely
\ protected. - Faclan s2id that it is most vital that this statement not get out,
:but he did say if the FBI felt the Atiorney General or the President should see
ig;ﬁ} he had no objections. i

1

] It will be noted that the statement of Russo is rambling and

i disorganized. It is pertinent to note that in this statement, which i datad

! February 27, 1967, Russo claims that he had only seen Clay Shaw on two

| ceccasions--both briefly. Russo zlso claimed in his statement that Lee Xarvey
} Oswaid was the person whom he knew 2s Ferrie's roommate, and he

} mentioned the possibility that four people -in Ferrie's Civil Air Patrol Unit

" woulc be able to nome Oswzld 2s Ferrie's roommate. Cn page 7 of this state-
{ ment it is interesting o note that Russo suggested that he be hyp»notized so

1 he migat have total recall on names, places and dates.
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vZick to Celoach Mewmo, 4/3/87 '
RiI: Assassination cf Presideni Xerredy
PHLLAN'S INTERVIEW OF SCIAZBRA:
. Phelan sa’d after obiaining this statement of Russo's, he

‘talzed with Gerrison's investigalor, Andrew J. Sciambra. Eiclan ceseribed
fEcicmbra as a young occball, 31 years oid who haad just receivad his law
‘degree. Fhelan quizzod Seicmbia regarding the inconsistencies in usso's
‘written statemeat 2 contrasted lo what Ruszo tesiified to at Clay Sacw's
irial. Sciambra was unable o resolve the inconsistencies 2nd when Eaelan

. asked him 2bout ks originzl notes taken waen he interviewed Russo, Scianibra

! said he had burncd them. It was Paclan's opinion that Sciarabra was

‘complctely untrained and knew nothing about investigalive maiters. -
Lo 4 . :

——

EXALINATION OF RUSSO UNDER HV2NO3IS BY DR. FATTAER: |

. . Eihelan said that he cuestioncd Garrison and Sciambra regarcing
1 Dr. " Fatter's exaraination of Russo under hyprosis. Phelan said he elicited
1 “information which indicated that Dr. Fatter led Russo along, suggested

-answers to him, and that the whole session was 2 complete farce. Fhelan

31 said he is convinced in his own mind that Russo gave the story of a secret
t'meeting in Ferrie's room under post-hLypnotic suggestion. Fhelan 2dded that

: 'ﬂas far as he was concerned, it was iike a hypnotist telling 2 subject to bark
. like & dog while under hyonotic trance. He was of the opinion that Fatter
}!was a charlatan through and through. .

_— PHELAN'S CONCLUSIONS:

T After spending considerable time with Carrison, Phelan said -

. i lhe.{ had reached the definite conclusion that Garrison's whole investigation was
! ‘fareical and he characierized Garrison's actions as 2 "soddamned 2trocity. "
¢ . tjPhdlan said he told Garrison belore leaving New Orleans that ke wzs going to
: write his story for the "Saturday Evening Dpst" and knock down Garrison's

‘contentions. Phelan 2cded that this disturbed Garrison and disappointed him;

! “however, on the whole, he took the matter rather philosophically.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recominended that this memorandum be furnished the
Comestic Intellizgence Division for information. If this information, neluding
Russo's siatement, is disseminated, Fhelan's identity should be protectec, end
it should be noted that this information was received on a highly confidential .
: basis and should be closely held. * . - et
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