TO OLD NEW ORLEANS . ..
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VICE MAN COMETH

District Attorney Jim Garrison’s rough and tumble erusade against

corruption witl launch lim in politics—or land him in Jail.

Thi.q week in New Orleans o big,
broud-shouldered man named Jim
Garrison will announce his candidacy for
theoffice ofattorney general of Loulsiana,
The event could scem routine enough,
Garrison Is the reform divtrict aitorney
of New Orkeans, and Americans have -
ways loved reformers, us long us they do
not try o reform away our own fuvarite
form of sinning. Gurrison's case, how-
ever, is not at all rouline. Even while he
aspiees Lo his state's highest luw-anforee.
ment post, he himself is in imminent
dunger of being tossed in the clink.

Ta make things even more interesting,
the man Carrison plans to run against,
Attorney General Jack Gremillion, is the
same man who and icted

Garrizon burst {rom complete anonyrm-
ity during Inst year's primary campaign,
He had been a complete unknown, with

him. This should make for an unusual
campaign, even for Louisinna. But noth-
ing that happens is likely 1o upset Garri-
son. Ever since he D.A., he says,
he has felt liko a churacter in Lewis Cir-
roll’s famous classic about Alice. *When
1 wus elected, | fell down the rabbit hole
and landed smack in the middie of Wan-
derland,” says Garrson. “Nothing 1've
seen since has sarprised me.”

two camp contri totaling just
$100, when he was invited to uppear on a
television program featuring all the candi-
dates. With that one appearance, New
Orleans fell in fove with him. He looked
like Perry Muson and sounded like Eliot
Nm.mdhemidthnllfhcwuclecwd.
he would enforce the law and clean up
the town. He won easily. Then, to L
one’s umazement, it turned out that he
had meant exactly what he said.

By JAMES PHELAN
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wrbon Streel lo ke such arlista os stripper Rebecen
s charge tho! Garrison's raids have ritined business.

New Orvteans 1. i

Judge G. W. Platt reads indictment charging District Altor "

Racket-busting on television s one
thing; if you get tired of The Untouch-
ubles, you can always punch a button and
turn it off. But in real life, particulatly in
nmwdytquﬁltmllknrtwuﬁems.
a district uttorney who means business
is bound to upset  lot of applecarts. For

id year now a great many people

when they punch at him, he punches right
back. Last winter he punched back so
hard that he was charged, tried, and
convicted of criminally libeling eight
New Orlesns judges in just one press
conference. He is appealing the case,
which currently puts him in the peculiar
position of prosecuting criminals on one
hand, while defending himseif from a
possible jail term an the other.

s =

want to run the best D.AL's offics: New —
Orleans ever had.” L =%
These are wonderiul words, and they
are catnip to the voters, but they do not
fepresent Garpison at his sirdonic best.
He is an avid reader and a frusirated
writer, and his speech—particularly when
he I$ on the uttack—is highly colerful.
At one time, when New Orleuns Mayor
Victor H, Schiro wus wavering an a dé-
cision, Gurrison issued § press sttement
which begun: *Not sincs Hamlet tried 1o A

dnddcwMIherotnunusmb:h:kln;ot v ,'

Denmark has there been 3o fgonizing 4

political decision.” ©On another occasion

he referred 1o o former DAL as “thel
Great Emancipator—he let everybody”
go free” In his Lbel triul, it wis reported
hee had likened the eriminal-court Judges
10 the “sucred cows of India* und on an-
other ion described the burristers

This week's 1
will do nathing 1o calm the furore in fun-
loving oid New Orleans. 1t will inspire
devoted enthusiasm among Garrison's
fans, an unorganized but impressive body
of volers to whom he is & latter-day Sir
Gulahad, At the same time, it will evoke
some unprintable comments from many
professional politicians, who view his
continuance in politics as a china-shop
proprictor might cantemplate & long-
term lease to a bull.

But while he delights many people and
infuriates others, Garrison himsall Te-
mains something of a puzzle, To begin
with, he doesn't fit the stereotype of &
reformer. His enemies say that be did his
own shars of roisteringon Bourbon Street
back when he was o private lnwyer. “So0
whut?" Garrison suys, “Syre, | went in
some of the better bars before | wus
D.A* And he has never claimed to bea
morafist. 1 didn't make the laws against
B-drinking, prostitution, ganbling, and
drunk-rolling."” hesays, " Butthose arethe
laws, and I'm supposed to proseuule vio-
fations, and 1'm going lo do it I'm going
to end the rackets here, and the only wiy
anyone can stop me is 10 kill me. Peaple
keep usking what molivaics me. 'vi gut
the simplest motive in the world—1 just

who defend them as “tribal eldees rush-
it the defense ol their institutions.”

He describes s warly days i office in
equally colorful terms. “There 1 was,” he
says, “going down the onc-wily strect in
the direction the arrow paints, Up the
street, LNe WIONE Way, comes un ssort-
mient of judges. police, and miscellancous
officiuls. Crash, we wngle heud-on. Then
they all st yelling, “Whut's the mater
with Guirisoa™ ™

Unlike Alice ln Wanderland, however,
Guirison kaew exavtly what he was daing
and whero he wis going And he was
elected with the Kind of support every
cundidate dreams of: Nobody but the
peaple. He ran a8 the cundidate of a tiny,
self-prociaimed ~“Nothing Group.' which
consisied of five young luwyers—Garri-
son und four (riveds—who claimed 1o be
cmbitiered at what they considered the
cynicism, lethargy, und general low cstate
of taw enforcement In their home town.
The “Nothing Group™ chose that name
because they had no money, no prestige
(Gurrison hud un twice for other olfices
and got walloped) snd no political back-
ing whatever, Then he went on TV,

“1¢ waus the damnedest thing anyons .
ever saw,” recalls one ciga i
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“guy," complains a cabbie, “before he turns this town into

1 bld polisico. “One day Jim was running

i} 7% "in his own wracks, and we're all yawning

L at’ his howswee ! The next day he

= Tud the whole town talking about him.”

~\y hen | went off camera that night,”

Gatrison says, “my phone started ringing

. with offers of help and money, and it

A never stopped.”™

= “That fellow just fooked the way the

public thinksa D.A. ought to look.” says

a Mew Orleans civilcourt judge. “In no

1ime, everybody was watching him, He

. killed the old-tme politicnl rallies, just

. plain killed thes, 1 went to three or four,

and there'd be only a handful of people,

o ond always the same ones. Everybody
3 11" else was home watching Garrison.”

£

Ominous announcement

1 To the dismay of New Orleans political
organizitions, Garrison won the Demo-
cratic imution over the i L

Richard Dowling, 78,000 ta 71,000. More
significuntly, when he went on o defeat

R

“il his Republican opponent, 84,700 to
= 12,000, he run ahead of everyone else on
s the Democratic licket.

Such is the swif that Walter Mitty day-
dreams are made of. Garrison found him-
scif district attorney with no debis or
pbligations; no favors owed anyone. His

! had :

Sol an
ring. My office may not be a popular
affice In the next four years,” Garrison
saltl. "But it will be honest and efficient.
" No favors will be granied. A littie old
* lady with & problem will receive as much
“ guention us the mayor of the city.”
New Orleans, a sophisticated city that
had heard such itk before, sat back o
watch what would happen. It has seen
scandul and corruption on & scale and of
a persisténce thul fow Americancities can
mutch, Between (868 and the 1890's it
was the home of 4 legalized lottery that
oswnsibly had the pious purpose of
. puising money for u churity hospital, The

Garrigon with criminally defaming eight New Orleans criminal-court judges.

New Orleans has housed such legend-
ary corruptors as Frank Costello, Dandy
Phil Kastel and the Lanskys, who moved
in with casinos and (llegal slot machines
und turned law enforcement into the
satrapy of the rackets. It hns had & police
chief of detectives like Johnny Grosch,
whase wife testified that he had accumu-
lated $150,000 in cash in a steel box—

waiched him picked as chiefl investigator
for the District Attorney.

New Orleans has its own definition of
a reformer. A well-known New Orleans
madam named Norma, who is a sort of
magnolis-blessom Polly Adler, defines it
by implication, “'Listen, dear,” Norma
says, “I've seen D.A.'s become en-DAl's,
and police chiefs become ex-police chiefs,
and mayors become ex-mayor. But I've
never become an ex-madam. When 1 re-
tire, I'm going 1o write a book and tell
why. It will be called Norma and Her
Parfners,” An old judge puts it more
explicitly. “In this town,”" he says, "a
reformer is just an ouisider who wants to
get on the inside, So he hoots and hollers
anid wins office—and gets gentled down."

Of all the things that are said about
Garrison, no one hasaccused him of being
gentled down. “'1 wouldn't want 1o sug-
gost,” he says, “that no one has tried.”

He had no more than settled in his
chair, Garrison says, than he began get-
ting suggestions for appointments Lo key
positions on his staff. “Everyane wanted
to help me” be recalls with broad
sarcusm. *'l had suggestions from Gover-
nor Davis, Mayor Schiro, and & number
of judges. Some of the nominees were
real bums. 1 picked my own people and |
take respensibility for them, which is the
way it ought to be."

He began by appainting his fellow
“Nothing” groupers, Frank Kiein and

¢ loueryenriched its private op with
. millions annuully, while yiclding the
hospital fund o 340,000 dribbie.

City's jails are jammed. Garrison
suid so—and judges were tnsulled.




D'Alton Williams, us his top assistunts,
and then aumed @ former policeman and
one-time Army buddy, Pershing Gervais,
s chiel investigator, The appomntment ol
Gervais, who had been dischurged from
the police force some yeurs back, bitterly
antagontzed Police Superintendent Jo-
seph Giarrusso, 1 just don’t like the idea
af my men working under  dischirged
policeman,” Giarrusso says. During 2
roaring police scandal in the 1950,
Gervais testified that graft wus handed
out to police vfficers. 1t was passed ouL
in envelopes by your superions, like a
fringe benefit,” Gervais said. *'l took my
lousy 521 a week when they gave it to me,
but 1 never hustled a dime from anyons
in my life. 1 got stoned for admitting it,
while there were higher-ups who were
sucking up thousands. They know it and
they know [ know it.”

Giarrison vouches for Gervais's in-
tagrity, us do u number of other New
Orleans figures, including the head of the
Crime Commission, Asron Kohn, But
there are undoubtedly many people
around New Orleans who are not happy
to ses o man with his knowledge in a
position of such suthority, and who will
continue to attack Garrison in the hopes
of also deposing Gervais.

While Garrison's enemies were still
buzzing over Gervais's appointment, the
new DLA. enlisted the unpaid help of stiil
another old ex-Army buddy, Max Gon-
zales, and planted him in the Parish
Prison to look into rumors of bail-bond
irregularities. Gonzales, actualiy a repu-
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charges thit sume Bourbon Street estub=

tishnients do nol follow Murguss of

O herry rules in wheed

aut of the customers. He says thut sofme.
bars huve cluborated upon E-drinking:
with actudl prostitution in remote and
dim-lit booths, and thut they resort to
such unfuir devices a8 serving the chioral
hydrate cocktail, known familiarty as the
Mickey Finn, Gervais usserls thul it was
not uncommon for a more voracious Be

Jjoint to take a well-beeled visitor for mone

than a thousand dollars in u few hours.

Garrison [nstituted padlocking pro-

ceedirigs against 1 number of pluces, and

h d others invoking o litde-

known state law requiring that bars be

illuminated enough so that & patron can

read a newspaper. Although few visitors

go to Bourbon Street to caich up on the
news, lighting up the bars inevilably re=
stwored 4 certain decorum. It also sharply
reduced the income of the “bust-oug™

bars, so-called because nonreudens

among the clientele invariably end up’

relieved of their funds. 3
Garrison's Bourbon Street raids of

year set 0ff a controversy that still

in New Orleans. The French Quuﬁ.‘!w

which contains some fine holels,
charming apartment houses and
and internationally known
(Antoine’s, Brennan's, and Arna
tends to tuke a defensive attitude

susrounded i1 and then dug in, They've
1 ddug in for s oo that they've o=
en what hey'ie suppased o do.
Y ve made frends with the ey,
. even exchange birthy aml Chist-
pas presents, So why capluse the Il aund

“end all the fun™™
| The ouble between Gurrison and the
pes started in the fall of 1962, The
urists brought his rads o u Jarring hult
whon they shut off money for his under-
‘cover investigators. This money had come
Jiroin o fund called “fines and fees,” mude

Garrison: “The only way anyo}\e can stop me now is to kill me.”

kind of amiuzing purple color.” The
Judges churged Gurrison with crinvinal
defanutjon, As district allorncy; with the
authority 10 decide why gets prosecuted,
Gurrison promptly dismissed the charges
ugainst himsell. The judges then re-
quested Garrison's superior, State At-
torney General Juck P, F. Gremillion, to
prosecute the chorges. In 24 hours,
Grenullion filed churges against the New
Orleans D.A., und then cume down from
the state capitol in Baton Rouge to

Garris person. all

P in
eight criminal

up of bond forleiwres and

t judges were parties

fines, Lotisiung law says that the fund
naty be spent at the discretion of the dis-
trict attorney, with the approval of uny
one of the sight criminslcourt judges. At
the height of Garrlson's vice rids, the
udges begun to question his expendi-
tures and decided that therealter, five
, not just one, would bave o ap-
prove his spending.

Later they ruled thut his vice investiga-
tions were Infringing upon police func-
tions, that he had no authority to investi-
|gate B-drinking or prostittion, and that
Jhe wus setting up & “second constabu-
lary" in competition with the police force.
| *1f you want 1o geta mule's attention,”
\Garrison s fond of saying, “hit him with
a piece of stovewood.” When trouble be-
gan 1o develop, Garrison swung some
verbal stovewood ut o highly semsitive

Bourbon Street, *“The nice poople in the i f
look upen m;wtmmnm?ﬂWMIm{mem'

ister with an indiscreet
sister an past,” snysa
Orleans States-ltem mmaﬁim%"" rock the boat

mqymxbempemhh.mumsrm

His battles with the judges resulted in

longs to the family. They feel that Gndf's‘li“ being charged, tried and convicted of
-’

son is giving the Quarter a bad name just

marked bills 1o one Peter Hand, a former
stato logis) and icted. gAmbi
whose license to write bonds had been

ked. O les's work

resulted in charges against Hand, who
has since died, and against a licensed
bondsman from whom the marked money
s 1t 2.t addhi
other conditions which Gonzles ob-
served during his stay in the badly
crowded prison resulted in a grand-jury
Investigation and press exposé. All this
did nothing to endear Garrison with the
sheriff and prison officials.

Garrison then took out after vice on
Bourbon Street, in the colorful French
Quarter. So far, this was & standard

The i ing D.A. truditi
ally squares off against Bourbon Street,
throws & few light punches, and then
retires 1o his corner while the fun and

particular .

method of separating a lonely male from
his money that Bourbon Street had
developed into & high art. It

for the publicity It gets him." 7

*1 don't know why Garrison is 3

this to us,” complains a veteran of 1T

years on Bourbon Steet, L run & :k-n.'

place, not 1 brothel. Business is down 40
petcent since he went on @ =
Bourbon Street is one of the bi

know something?” he asks, shaking his
head, ] still like the guy.”

A cabdriver takes n leas enthusiastiss

vicw, “They gotta stop that guy,” B

growls, “before he tums New Orlcans

into o Des Moines!"

along with their friends, aflics, associates,:

and underfings, they constitute » fairly.
arrmy of pollticol =

one

of more females, ofien strippers (rom the

showbar, who ply o customer with
ises of i

The big D.A. his accused police o

clals of offering **nothing bul steady, sul-

ibable future deligh

len resk

inreturn for the purchese of vastquantities
of low-grade chumpagne at $30 a boutle.

While this is a well-worn dodge familiar
to any sailor over the age of 18, Garrison

tution, B-drinking, and gambling. ~The
potice here,” he told an | i “arg

" in the drive against prosti-,

ieriminal defamution. At the trial, evi-
dence was introduced that, in @ lunch

to the litigation, an upstate jurist, Judge
William H. Ponder, had to be brought in
to hear the case. Gurrison was tried in
Junuiry, and in February was found
nuimnndsmmﬂdmlsmwﬂﬂor
four months in jail.

“ft is amazing how swiltly the courts
canmove down here under certain circum-
stances,” Garrison says.

in the trinl, each of the sight judges
took the witness stand and swore that no

k had ever infl ed his ju-
dicial decisions. They testified that Gar-
rison's remarks hid subjected them to
insult, The D.AS
reference to them as “sacred cows” had
brought huniiliation and embarrassment,
one jurist testified. ““People holler ‘Moo!"
at me," he said.

The trial elicited some other unusual

i One of the defs

imitted under cross: i i
his parents ran & lottery for years while .
he was & criminal-court judge. Another *
conceded that when elested to the bench,
he had been guest of honor at & party
(ossed by Mike Callia, a well-known New -

spoech before the Temple Sinai Brother-
hood, Garrison had likened the jurisis to
“sacred cows”” and had asserted that they
| [enjoyed as many as 206 holidays a year

“not counting Jegal holidays like All

St tous in town, and withOwE: Saints’ Day, Long’s birthday, and St

tourists this town will go dead. And you |

Winterbottom's Day.” He further com-
luined that one prisoner had been held
+in fail awaiting trinl for 19 months while
a codefendunt had pleaded guilty, served
4 time, and gone home. “One of the
dges who could have tried him," said

hy with vice Investigations.™
“As o mutter of fact,” the district al-

ey completcly blocked us off from our
'+ Bourbon Strest investigations of B-

idrinking and other forms of vice. . . .
i messuge is clear: *Don’t rock the
son, You are not supposed to inves-
tigate anything.' This raises interesting
quéstions about the rach infl

on our eight vacation-minded judges.”
LA

¥

like an army that has a mission 1o caplure

who interviewed the judges
afterward described them vividly.

un enemy hill. Ymsml.hn.vu‘-.l“- Most af them," he said, “hud turned a
14 iia

Orleans gambler, and that several othes
judges had joined the fun.

Garrison bas appealed the conviction
o the Loulsiana State Supreme Court,
and says that if necessary he will go to the
U.5. Supreme Court. Throughout the
trial he sat at a table writing on & pad,

Actually, he was composing & bitterly
satirical parody of Shakespeare's Richard
the Third, with a cast of New Orleans
churacters. With anybody clse you would
assume that this is no more than a harm-
Jess form of mental thempy, but Garrison
might just be foolhardy enough to try and
get it printed.

He is not known for self-restraint,
heaven knows; and neither the shut-off
of his funds nor his conviction for defa-
mation have slowed him down. When
the funds were withheld, he simply bor-
rowed §35,000 from a bank and carried on
as before. After the judges ruled that he
had to curb his investigatory work, he
staged u lengthy undercover investigation
of & major lottery and ordered a predawn
raidd which resulied in the arrest of 12
runners with a $1,000-a-day operntion.
“To those who say that the district at-
torney cannol investigate,” he siated,
et lust night's operation be our reply.”

What makes Jimmy Garrison run s o
favorite topic of debate in New Orleans.

Some residents think he is simply another

'.
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et garage in Mroneh
ot fsan and adde Povshing
Cerpars (ofty divedt raid,

ibitious poditieiin who oy
tew tntil—the unused patl of
Lonhoe—tw higher wereain, Others
o nihilist, another Lion in
~ rezis, Suvs Auron Kohn, difector
s Ol Crime Conimission::
I L oelly oo im-
Garrisan, everyone in
Tt was i lave with everyone else,
! wesl denominator set the tane,
st tme, we huve a system of
=2 butanees at waork.™
o s ucutely aware that he is
dwhed sharply by many people
—ne wnnesolved doubts about him.
O wanied 10 go wrong” he Says,
Vil past the point of no return,
sl now, this whole wown would
e o me™
vy irom his office, Garrison is re-
ubite, and surprisingly intro-
He lives with his uttractive
[z and son and duughter in an
clentious bame In @ middle-class
wit of wwn. He is intensely devored
= sn, wha is four, and hopes the boy
| £ into medicing or same such field
77 12ere 15 ot least u firle concern for
have o very dim enthusiasm about
erint luw or politics.™
{mpite that discluimer, Garrison hasa
£t Tui the political scene and takes
“lai” relish in his role as 3 lone-wolfl
Aee, e hus o high regard for Ayn
" high priesiess of unfettered in-
am, und says that her novel, The
nead, bad & profound effect on
. -<ing. “*What she had to say about
=oraoce of the individual, even If
L lose, I8 true,”" Garrison says,
¢ o< Faiement js regularly made that
vidunlean do nothing. The unswer
v the individunl can do anyiking,
e sorry aboul the crime ‘syndi-
=4 the rewd dunger is the political
oAl POWRr mussing  aguinst
uul itisa goliath thot has 1,000
= 00 tons, and iy ull over the
w0 andividuul, | win riot going
el wround by all the power in

Hhad

= hext big 1t with this pewer will
= rext December, when he enters the
1 ry for illorney general against Jack
Pulllen, the mun who prosecuted him
Seming the judges, At this writing
Lt s subject to removal from office,
v of the libel conviction, by any
eount judge who is properly peti-
15 Lo o 50, No one, including Gar-
« I8 yuite certain whether he will
« in the utlorney general's office or Bo
1l By successfully running for the
t1et hie should Improve his chunces for
< il the lutter, but nothing is certain
oinlerlund,
e Guirison may be motivated bya
U illisin the office of the man who
“ied him, he explains the an-
ihent of his candidacy in some-
ultier teams. “Thore is 4 certain
! tve windency (o climb where op-
uriunity presents jtsell,” he says. “It is
o rmwhat like tie reasun men try (o climb
o urest—Dbecuuse it is there,” THE END

.-

hatographs by Larry Fried




