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Ellsberg: Asks |
Court to Hear
Leak EXperts
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LOS, ANGELES Jine 7 —
Lawyers, ‘for Damel Ellsberg
and - Anthohy Russo, *charged
with. violating the law, by .dis-
closing the top secret Pentagon
Papers last’ year, today. offered
to provide 17 expert witnesses
who would testify in federal
court here that such alleged
v1olatxons of the law routinely
oceur in Washmgton every day.

The witnesses include: & cur-
rent member of Congress, three
former White House staff.mem-
bers,. .one’ former presidential
“confidante,” a former member
of the CIA foiir. other. ex-gov-
ernment. officials, five. working
journalists, a dlplomatxc his-
torian and a former official, of
the National Archives. . .~ .

Pressing U.S. District Coirrt
Judge 'W. Matt. Byrne .Jr. to
hold a full evidentiary hearing
on their motion to dismiss the:
indictment ’“against Ellsherg,
and Russo, attorneys Charles
Nesson. and Charles Goadell,
a former .Republican senator
from New "York, said.their wit-

, hesses' could detaﬂ .regular

traffie.in “secret’ documentg
The. witnesses’ names were
kept. Sécrét, pending. Bymes
decision whethen 1o hold the
hearing,.” " which governmenf
prosecutors contend i§ ‘inap:
propriate at this stage of the
case . —a
Sodrcé§ clo

to the “case

-(B-P&) and'that the
othérs 'inciude Arthur Schles-
inger, a former- aide to Presi-
dent Kennedy, ~Morton . H.
Hjlperin; 'a former Defense
Department ‘and White- House'
of§1c1al and- William- G." Flor-
ence, a retired security classi
fmatum expert’ for the Air
Fgrce. .

The defense contends that
the testimony would be relev-
ant' to show that ‘Ellsberg’ and
Russo “were singled ou .
pmsecutﬂn accordmgr{ 07

-'examples of the teshmony that
|would be glven .

respondent:. “The government

DIICIDLE. Of ‘'Selection thch is
m&@z

time the numbe:: of ' wi’t sseg

:{‘h afffc_laﬂt also mcluded

* ‘A veteran Washmgton cor

regards informatipn of a classi-
fied nature as ammunition. to
be fired, not as secrets to be
guarded. . ., I see documents
classified secret or top secret
on’ a regular hasis.- Often I
don’t even know_the source of |
the documents tayself. They
are made . available through,
1ntetmed1ar1es” :

* A former government of-
ficial: - “Everybody :takes" top
secret papers-home. I'did it
constantly: -even though - the
regulations said xt shouldn’t be
done,"fi' L s

A Washmgton con'espona 8
dent: “I don’t think there is|,
anythmg parttcularily ﬂIegaJ.‘
or- ﬂlegxtimate about it, ‘but A
let’s face it, most of the ‘time
government uses the press for
their ‘own purposes. Usually
the system’ of which they are
now complammg 15 the system
they use LA )

AL iormpr White House,
aide: - I was .one of those
whose function it was.to. brief|
newspapermen 1t. wa§ -one of{
my .jobs’at ‘the . White : Housel|.

-‘Department }j

[Tites; T4 ngt
androt,herL newspapers, Sued by

il ruled thak thgv ewspa|
»ei's were entit!e, to

levideptiary he ring: pending|:
{# gavbrnmént response ta the |
affids
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to leak classified, information, |
We did it all 'the time” * ~

e A" dlplomatlc historian'
“In t,he cuu.rge of my work, I
‘was “given-atcess “to the per-
sonal papers. of Dean Ache-
son. These papers [

san Acheson
‘and stored by him i Hig: daw
office). I wag:§ iven £u11‘ access
to ‘these volf b
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the Justice :Department for
pubhsh.lng artlcles based ony.
e Pel ;

The! Supréme. ot

int th_

it wit is due Ti

: msfsterf tnat,,
in -ord“er to convict Ellsherg*
and Russo of  violating e:

must prove that
iHe ' Jefendants had the “in:

% %0 harm.. the United
tof help a forelgn

But the prosecutors in the
case claim, that the spgéific
sections-of the act under4vhi¢h’

Ellsberg.and Russo are charged:

do not require proof of that m-l
tent.




