
Deposition -- OREST-PENA, July 21, 1964, 11 H 346-364 -  

Questioner: Liebeler 

Pena, born in Cuba,' became an American citizen in 1956. He 

operates the Habana Bar and Lounge at 117 Decatur Street, row Or-

leans, where Rodriguez is employed. His brother, Ruperto, is an 

employee. He knows Carlos Bringuier, whci is connected with a nearby 

clothing store. 

Pena is not connected with JURE but says he was with another 

_organization in the Baiter Building whose "chief or the boss of that 

_organization, who was in Miami, Barron*. He was the boas of that 

organization." Of-this group Pena said, °The FBI know very well be-

cause a perapn from, the.FBI was there:-all_the:time. :I don't remember 

exactly the name of theorganizabion right now ..." When asked"(p.350) 

if he had been interviewed by two FBI agents December 5, 1963, Pena 

replied, "I have bean interviewed by the FBI so many times I don't 

remember. SOmething. But it might be tr.. You tell me about what 

tO'tekresh my mind,. and I-can tell you about whether that is true. or 

not.". 

He does recall an interview two weeks before the deposition. On 

this occasion he was asked "if I saw Oswald; so.  I said I saw him once. 

He went to mylfplace ofifbusiness with. one or two friends," Pena ac-

knowledge. his recollection of two friends, which is in contradiction 

with Rodriguez's of one. -Pena also explains how it sticks in his 

mind: "It was something that happened in my place of business; a 

customer asking for a lemonade; a man. They don't usually do that. 

That was the first time in 7 years I have been in business that a 

customer asked for a lemonade." The customer was °swald, who cam-

plained about the price and ordered a tequila for his friend. 

Pena also recalls Oswald's illness (p.351). He then declares, 
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"When the assassination happened, they put the picturesvover,on 

the television, 'so I saw Oswald'and I said, 'That's the man who came 

to my place one time, the man who ordered the lemonade. Evaristo 

came and said,-  'Look! That's the man, that. assassinated Mr. Kennedy-  

is the one that was here one time.'" Questioned, Pena makes it clear 

that he recognized Oswald on television before Rodriguez came to him. 

Pena and his brother went to Hringuier who "is very much inter-

sated. He called my brother called Bringuier. We didn't pay any 

attention until the FBI came'one time and asked me." This was shortly 

after the assassination. 

Pena thinks the man was Cuban and claims:he.can identify his own 

people. He also says he was never close to the man. 

During the testimony of the lawyerindrers, he-mado reference 
. 	078 

to the name "Deb" (p.339) as "stools". _Hire on p.352 Sena also 

makes reference to callinethe "De Brueys". He then says, "You are - 	.  
from Washington, huh?" to whiCh Liebeler replies in the affirmative. 

Pena then, saymm--"I am going'tO talk to yet about De Brueys and the 
• • 	in 

FBI agency in New Orleans,/Louisiana." What dollows is somewhat con- 

fusing. Mr, Liebeler seems satisfied to leave it. 

Returning to the identification of Oswald, Pena (p.352) reiter-

ates, "Oswald I did (identify) because of the lemonade. I looked to 

hkm, that's all, but the other guy I can't identify. He looked like 

a Cuban, but I can't say that exactly. Maybe if I would se4tm again 

I would say, 'Well, that s the man.'" 

Liebeler continues to press about Pena's talking to the FBI and 

lists several startling pieces of information. First, that the FBI 

spoke to Pena so much that Pena got a lawyer, something he didn't do 

for his appearance before the Commission. And second, a rather 
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startling comment on Bringuieri attitudetoward the United States. 

2kmx4mm "Mr. Liebeler. Is this the story that you told to the FBI 

after the assassination, that yowhad seen Owsald in the bar and 

Rodriguez had seen Lim in the barfq 

"Mr. Pena. -More or leas. 

"Mr, Liebeler. When you talked to the FBI 2 weeks ago, did they 

asktyou about this again? 

"mr. Pens. Tee; they asked me about this more than a dozen times. 

"Mr„ Liebeler.' They aikedftou more than a dozen times about this, 

"MI'. peni. - Yes. 

"Mr. Liebeler. And did they come to your bar to ask you about this? 

"Mr._.Pena....„They come to my bar. They been calling me to come to 

the FBI office. That's why sometimes - one time I went doWn and got a 

l'dontt need a lawyer about fortbis: I Net tell -you the 

truth. When I finish With him -you are from Washington. I tell you, 

Bringtier hates the-United States as much as he hates Russia._ 

"Mr. Liebeler. -Imam Bringuier does? 

"Mr. irk Pena. The day Mr. Kennedy put a blockade in Cuba - you re- 

member, about a year and a half, more or less - Mr. Carlos Bringuier 

was telling me excuse me (obscenity) in Spanish more than a dozen 

times, and I couldntg stand that. I'have never done anything against 

the United States. I said VNo.t Anyway, anything you want to ask me, 

-. and you can ask Mr. Bringuier is tha*rue or not, and let him and.mo . 

take a lie detector test to see who is right on it. . 

"Mr. Liebeler. rou*say that you have never done smnitx anything 

against the interests of the United States? 

Pena, No; I have not ever. 

"Mr. Liebeler. Well, I have no reason whatsoever not to believe 
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that statement, Mr. Pena. 

"Me. Pena. PIM!. 

"Mr, Liebeler. Why do you say that Mr. Bringuier hates the 

Uhited States more than he does Russia? 

Pens, Because he does as much. 

Mr, Liebeler. As much? 

"Mr. Pena. Test 

"Mr. Liebeler. Why does he dislike the United States? Ras he 

ever told you? 

"Mr.IPena: le; but:theway he talks, that the United States - 

didn't help to overthrow Castro,-and he can go over- there and take 

over. 

"Mr. Liebeler. Is that the basis for tez BringUiert s bad feel- 

ing towardsIbb4nited.Statea, that we havenit done any 	over- , 

come the Castro regime? 

"Mr. Pens. Well, the way he talks to me, he hates the United 

States as much as he hates. Muesli", Thatts_what I told you, *mt_he 

Said, more than a dozen times. And if that is not true, let him take 

a lie detector test and find out Whetheh that is true or not. 

"Mr. Liebeler. Did you tell Mr. Bringuier about having seen 

Oswald in the bar? 

"Mr. Pena. Yes; we was talking about that day. You see, I did 

like very, very much Mr. Kennedy. 

"Mr. Liebeler. You did or did not? 

"Mr. Pena. I did. Very, very much. -So I was hurt whenkba got 

killed. So when I saw the man there - I saw the man - so I went 
told 

around and'iodzi most of my customers that I saw Oswald came to my 

place." 



Liebeler has statements from the FBI of the interview on June 
6, 1964, saying diametrically the opposite, that Pena and his brother 
had never spoken to anybody about Oswald being in his bar, with which 
'Pena takes issue. On p.354 it turns out that on December 50963, 
Pena did give the FBI a statement which presuMably was in conformity 
with his deposition. Liebeler says the purpose of his- appearance be-
fore Liebeler is to attempt to reconcile the conflicts. Be concludes 
his explanation of his purpose with this sentence, "Now let me ask you 
this: You have a good deal of hostility toward the FBI, do you not?" 

Penati angler is a bit picturesque: "We got to talk about some 
thing else before I tell about the FBI in New Orleans, so you let me 
know so I tell about the FBI, what I think about it, if I can express 
myself well enough to put my point-of view about some ofpthe-agents 
of the—PM in-Ne-stgrleoms* .Anyway -I will tell-yoU._: See If—you-eft--  
understand my view." 

xma Liebefer puts hia,off. 

In the course of pushing Pena again about his identification of 
Oswald,it turns out that Pena would call Bringuier when he wanted to 
get in touch with the FBII 

When shown the Bringuier exhibit BC. 1, the photograph, on p.355 
Pena immediately identified Oswald. Be says that he complained to the 
FBI, that the FBI_:  should have pursued_the source of the propaganda 
Oswald was distributing, because "those peoae might know Oswald and 
many more people in connection with Oswald." On the Pizzo exhibits 
453-A and 453-B, _Pena also picked out Oswald (p.355). Likewise, in 
the Garner NO, 1 picture, and the Pizzo 453-C picture (p.356). 

Pena also states that at the time Oswald was arreSted because of 
his altercation with Bringuier, be thought he identified Oswald on 

television and when Rodriguez "run from his houge to myThouse to tell 



me about it", he was certain or, as he put it, "Then my mind got 

clear". 

Pena confirms Rodriguez' story about the trip to the doctor 

during which he, Pena, drove .past the point at wtioh Bringuier was 

being-arrested and says that afterwards, he, Pena, posted bond for 
Pena 

Bringuier and "one or two more guys" (p.356). xfttmgmtmx says, he 

did not actually see the arrest himself, but had been told about it 

by Bringuier's brother-in-lax, who said he couldn't leave the store 

to post the bond. 

The name of the anti-dastro organization with which Pena had 

worked is identified at the bottom of p.357 as'the. Cubsn Revolutionary 

Council. On the top of the next page he identifies "the de3,0000  here"  
as Serrgio Arcachpia, Pena's connection with this group was suffix).- 

iently prominent for his picture to be on: thefrant page oLtke,, Raw__ 

Orleans paper. 

The dispute with the FBI that:ledto Penals having his lawyer 
- - 

represent hie. was, **cording to Pena, because the FBI asked him the 

same thing _over and over again. 

Again asked whether he was a witness to the time Bringuier was 

arrested because of the altercation with Oswald, Penasaid he did not 

see it and "It might be another time, but the time I placed the bond 

for him, I was here'because,I was the one went up to the first precinct 

to give the money." (Pp.358-9). 

The balance of p.359 and most of p.360 are devoted to Pena's 

travels and toward the bottom of p.360 Liebeler says that Pena applied 

for his passport in 1963 on the same day on which Oswald applied for 

his. Pena says, "I don't remember seeing him there..." 

It turns out JP.361) that many pro-Castro people came to Pena's 

bar and at the request of the FBI he provided the FBI with information 



about them. He also contributed and collecied money against Castro. 

At the bottom of p.361 De Brmays is identified again as an FBI agent 

who was "Sticking with the organization very, very close," meaning 

the Cuban Revolutionary Council. On the next page he accuses De 

Rrueys of interfering with the organization, leading to an argument. 

He also claimed De limeys threatened him, in the presence of,his 

girl friend.. 

Apparently the thing that ite FBI kept asking him over and over 

again appears on the bottom of p.362 in.this sentence, "After the 
. 	. 

assassination, they came and. asked me so many times ab)ut the same 

thing, lemonade, it just looked silly to me." 

On p.363, Pena quotes Bringuier as having said Oswald gave Brin-

guier "some kind of manual or a book". Asked if he and Bringuier are 

"not too rood-  fiaiendt-  tinr 	 Ihiftr-was quite clnse until 

- when they started the blockade in Cuba, the.way he spoke about Presi-

dent Kennedy." Earlier Pena had expressed an - admiration for President 

Kennedy and a feeling of pain at his loss. 

In the last part of his deposition, at least 1. -times Pena accuses 

Bringuier'of very strong anti-Amerioan feelings and conoltded with a _ 	. 	• 

very strong'statement of his, Pena's, love for the rhited States. 


