Dear friend Orestes, 5/20/75

After receiving your letter of March 21 I answered on the 27th, explaining what
was keeping me busy and that I could make out emough of your letter to tell me that
I had better be careful and understand it clearly before answering it. Not to trast
! what I could make out with a dictionary.
i Perhaps your papers carried the 4P story Sunday on whag I obtained from one of
those suits. If the Sunday paper carried it (the date it was to have been published)

I'd appreciate a copy.
i'?.i‘!'*f I am due in court tomorrow on the second., The FHI is Playing games with this
W evidence, the court and me and I have to get to work promptly to help my lawyer Jim
i expose them,
I have been sick. It was serious but really was not bad on mo except that it
left me weak. I had pneumonia and pleurisy. It happened when I was away from home,
which was worse. And now that I am better the weakness is a real problem beceuse things
nkagruaandwudummungunnuﬂmnaudlhavatamthmdm.lhaw
two old riding mowers, both just repaired and neither workdag after repair! So, I have
all this work to do with a worn-out push wower. It can be very hard and it is because
1 was not able to mow when the grass and weeds just started %o growes What 1 have to
do is work perhaps 30 minutes and then stop and rest for an hour or more. So, with
5 acres, I'm pushed for time to push! And still do anything else.

Although I am supposed to get more sleep, I got up early to prepare some memos
for my lawyer to use in court and to answer your lotter because * now have a transe

I do with you would ues your tape recorder. You could tell me more and I could
listen to it while I drive. For example, I'll have to drive for more than two hours
tomorrow, to and from Weshington. When I'm on the open roed it is safe to listen. While
I have a little trouble with your accent, I do make it out and I learn more from you
this was, as in the pest. Nobody ever writes asll that is in his momory., When I take
my wife to the grocery store, I can listen to tapes while she ghops. Listening takes
more time for me than reading but it gives me more information, which I want.

You told me things I did not lknow and about which I would like to know more.
Haybe also I forgot some. I do not remember that I inew there were tuo differont
b fr.l.nting operations at 115 Decatur, Grad'e and Melvin's. I thought 1t was all one as
i now remember it. What was Grad in the Army and what do you think was done in his
press that you cannot prove?

A man who was an informant told me of being inside that building. As I remember
i it he told me that at the back of the second floor there were things indicating woric
b for the CIA, with big maps of Cuba on the walls or doors. He also told me that Grad
M was able to do printing othsr planta could not do.Can you tell me more of t'is?

You say "Mr. Melvin was also working for the CIA." What was Melvin's firat name
and what work did he do for the CIA? Wan you tell me what kind of counterfait money
he printed? For what country?

Then you say that as soon as Garrison started up they closed the original Helwin
plant, Is this the case you told me about, the truck in the alley gll of a sudden?
If you can tell me more it could be helpful, And the name of tie second Melvin who
then went to work for Grad? I take 1t that with this cover the smme kind of work,
more or less, continued under Grad? For the CIA?

o I am aware that you now are not afraid, but I'd appreciate it if you would tell
% me what it is that you knew,

You are right abeut Garrison. I suppose it is when you realiged this that you
stoppred sesing me for a while. I did not understand him whon I firgt went there but
later I came to know the truth. EutwhunIdidandtoldyouinacert&inway, I think
you had doubts. Remember when I told you that I wae independent, that I did not work
for him? This was always true but by then I had come to understand that he was not
doing good work and that even the good pepple he had working for him were without
experience in this particular kind of worke
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This 1s not personal criticiem of them because I would be lost in thoir ldnd of
work, regular police work.

With some of them I had a decent relationship and some did keep their words.
Thus I could have protected you ms I did others because we had a working relationship,
some of these others and I, Immtthatﬁm'svordmnntgood.ullemd.lm
date this for you. It was the time I was there before that night your tires were
slashed. (That woman was un poco looo but she also hed good informstion for ne, )

If when you say "Kr. Garrison did uot desire that you ghould L in New Grleang™
you have special reasons I would like to kmow them. I knew some. One he was jealous
because I dicd things he and his people could or did not. Another is becsuse T did
nntkiuhiumandtellhimhousréathewuuhilehammkiugamasofih
inother is that I atopped some of his messee and cleaned others up af'ter he made
them, Yet enother ie that he did not understand some things and stole some of my
work when I explained it to him in confidence because he did not underetand it and
I did, mxpecting to use it ¥k myself, Still another is that he had friends from out
of liew Yrleans who did not like mee I eoulc 80 oun. I lmew, But there slso were
dishonorable visits to you, including by that puto Lane, If you would take the time
%o explain these things it could be holprul to oy understending and to the work I
am still doings I will when I can retwrn to the work I wes doing then in New Orleans,
I have that book partly written but have had to lay it aside. I reailywuld like to
be able to use all you know and have not told me in it when I can get back to it.
You were very helpful in that work and I believe you knew more that you did not tell
me, Idomthmﬂwhut!thinkyoulmdtowmmm. One perhaps was not
trusting Carrison?

Ope thing I think I never asked you when we were talldng sbout the pressures
the FBI put on yout did you ever lmow or have anything to do with a former agent
named Mlton Kaeck? Or one nemed Will Hayden Griffin or Griffen? The second one
left New Orleans whea he incurred Hoover's displeasure. 1 understand he coversd
the ¥rench Wuarter, =

I believe I knew that you gzot your Passport in the Customs building. What I
do not remember inowilng is that they could be obtained elsevhere in ,ew Orleans.
I almso kmow you thought strange things were being done in that building but not
what strange things.

If I never $o1d you, one of my probloms with Garrison was his nutty ides that
becsuse you nesded vacations from the hard work you did and travelled you had to be
some ldnd of agent! He actually belisved this and had people woridng on it. I finally
got hn to drop it, This 4s the ldnd of foolishness on which they wasted time and
ruined themselvee. But nome dared stand up to him. This made me more unwelcome when
T d4d. (Syme of them asked me to do this when they were afrald to.)

Wnal do you mcan when you say "It seums that things heve changed a k&t Little"
and base this on a meeting you had with one I take to be louwis Ivon. I suppose “ouis
is back in the regular police now. be is the ome in Jim's office for whom I had moat
respect. If this conversation was not co.nﬁdentiel. I would like to know whet it is
80 that I could uaderstand this changs. % liked “ouls cnd he tried to help me. Ho
i3 by far the moct competent Farrison had ouly Garrison kept him too busy with crsay
things. Louis is not a lawyer but alone, with help he could boss, hs could and would
have done a better job than was done. I don't see how he out up with what he did,

Tou are right, truth does reign over all things, but the question is how to
bring trath out. I mow cannot be done in court in Hew Urleans. However, it can in
other ways. For example, and Please keep this confidential, there ars Members of
Yongress in touch with me. I'd 1ike $o kmow these things you have in mind so that
if and when there 13 the opportunity I cap use them. There are oiher indications
that tids falso atory is coming aparte I am, I think, doing much to this end in court
in Washington. (I've now won five suits on this alone agninat the government.) 8o,
while there is no ey of knowing, if you would tell me these things perhaps I could
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use the information this way, in court up here. Without lmowing it, naturally, I
cannot. And I do think the only practical way is for you to talk it, on tape.

Was not Yohn the lawyer who you had when the FEL was giving you trouble, when
you were before the Warren Commission? (Remember I sent you their files on you, even
showing the time they spent on you?) If you can not get this data back from him,
can you tell me in detnil what it was? If he gave it to them I may be able to get
it or help you get it. This is not impossible.

It is not now possible for my friend Jim to leave and will not be for a while
because of earlier and extensive comndtments he has made as & lguper. He has to do
his work in court here because he has no choice. I have long wanted him to file some
collection cases for me in New York but it -imply has not been possible, much as I
need the money out of which I've been cheated. S0, the only way is for me to know and
go over with him and then we try to do it in court heve. 30, let me lmown hbout
those two buzreau chiefs. I do not believe you ever mentioned them., If you did, not
in detail or I've forgottem and I do not think I would, I knew only that one was
behind the dirty things being done to you, the onc there at the end of 1963 and
into 1964.

Jexlly the only practical way i8 for you to let me know these things because
I can t go down there pow. And not only because I do not have the money. You have
been my friend, you have trusted me, so I think you lmow that we arc still friends,
that I value the help you give, and that you can still trust me.

I know that you are not afraid as I know when you were (and had reason to be)
and as 1 know vhen you reached your decision (after that first a uto accident, when
you got the Cadillac). Am I not right? You were also afraid when your wifle was
pregnant and there was that other accident, but what man would not be afraid for a
pregnant wife and the unborn baby?

All the tapes of our previous interviews are safe and secure for when I can
return to that writing. This is the one way what you know can be preserved. Please
do it this way again, only without me there to ask questions, I can write you
questions afterward if I have any,

Orestes, I have taken this time beglnning before daylight when I should not
be getting so little rest while I am recovering and in preference to the work I've
postponed that I need for court tomorrow because I know you can be helpful and
because you have been and because you may not only kmow what you say but can also
give me information that may fit with work I have done that you do not know. Ons
little fact that may mean nothing to you may fit with what I have done or with
records I have obtained from the governmente

I do hope you will take the time to do this.
If you see *ouis again please remeusber me to him,
My best wishes to you. You have been a good friend and I prise it.

Sincemly.

Harold Weisberg



Dear Orestes, 3/21/75

Your valuable lstter of the 21st came here promptly and I read as much as I
could without a dictionary while a new tire was being put on and balanced. I also
read the very helpful elipodng. (I'm glad you left the date on because that also
is important.) I understood enough of the letter to lnow that unless I am careful
I may get the wrong impression so I'll let it wait until I can get together with
my trustworthy fxstdd friend Jim, who studied Spanish in college,

This particular newspaper story illustrates the importance of getting stories
from local papers and from papers other than are available around here. The story
itself was not new to me., I knew about it prior to the developments to which it
refers, What makes it important is ong particular set of facts that did not appear
anywhere else, ot the atory itself. “hese separate fevw details. So, I thank you
and I do hope you will continuc to take the time to send those things you think can
be or interest or value to me. I fully expect to be able to use that little part of
the long story in court at the right time,

I am sorry to stay so much too busye The regular work, if there had been
nothing else, would be too much for one man, But recently there has been more.

First I have to send out all the orders for the books, This time of the year is

the only time we have a regular income, My wife 1s a tax consultant., And then work
that I started years ago is coming to a head and with success. You saw one example
in the new book. Two other suits have turned out well. In one I obtainad vwhat 1 was
suing for before going to court. I have it and maldng the proper use takes time., In
that case between not heving the money to ray the printer or ths time to do the
writing I have had to give gp even thinking of writing a book about it although that
could te a very important book, T want the information to appear in honest form,
however, not just as another sensation. So, it takes some times In the second after
I filed the suit the governuent initiated negotiations for settluent out of court,
They say they will give me what I've been asking for, We'll 8ee. But again, friend,
the time it takes! And the cost vhen thers is no reserve and no reel iacome, God
knows what kind of bill they will give me for this,

Other things are necessary to a writer. Two days of the rast two wecks there
have been interviews that took up most of those days. Today it lasted until after
2 p.ms But when that story oppears, if it is an honest one, 1% can be very helpful,

Then there were two people here from a publication to discuss a story and to
meke an inquiry into whether they can get intercsted in some of the work I've dons
but can t pay to got printed. Whether or not it is successful, it is tize that comes
from tof 1ittle time. And of courae these !dnds of efforts are egsential if my work
it to be available and if I an to merely survive,

I tell you thase things so Jou will underztand why I do not wurite, It is not
lack of interest. I wish it were possible for us to spend wore time together.

If I do not respond, do not for a minuet think I have not paid close attention
to what you tell me. You have been helpful and I appreciats it. It is my situation.
I am a writer who has not boen able to urite for six months!

I am sorry you do not use your tape recorder. Then there would be no problem
#ith translation because I do not speak Spanish. And I could listen to your tape while
I drive. Now I spent four fifteen minute trips each day taking my wife to work, going
home, going for her and bringing her back. When I g0 to Washington the round trip is
two hours. If you used your recorder it would be much easier for me. There is another
bvalue. At some point all my files will wind up in a college as an archive, What you

breaking out the tabs on the back,)

) I did make out the right initials in your letter and with whom they are connected,
Ihig 1s what makes me want to be abasolutely certain of .hat you say and not to depend
on what I can piece together with the help of a dictionary. dut aside from my own time
pressures that keep me away from Jim he has & deadline on filing an apieal in court,
Yuch work for him, Thanks you again, good friend. Please keep telling me and sending
what you can, for which sincere thanks. And my best wishes to you all! Sincerely,



New Orleans,Lla. 21 Mareh 1975

Deer Harold.

Aqui le ertoy erviando 2lgo que zvlic e» oo perio-
dicor ce Now Crleans,y que ereyque 2 Usted le interese.

: En pu ultima ezrta me diee gque Ie diga dc la Sclore de
Mr. Grad, si ella hz sido lz eecerctaric del Alealde ( Mayor) Por nax de 20
afos dend€ que Chip Morrieom era Alealde (Mayor). ( Mr. Gred Es el dueio @e
Ia imprenta que ecta en el 115 Desatuv= St. Mr. Grad es um alto ofieial del
ejereito (Army) y aun se encuentra em la reserws setiva., En su Imprenta se
haeiam muehas eosas que yo no puedo probar.......Pero la pequeiia Imprenta que

hgbig gaye} mismo edifieio(115 Deeatur) estaba el Sr. Melvim que trabajaba po—

Est® Sr. Melvin teniaz eompamia hasta altas horas de la noehe.
Iz C.I.A. Te emsefio tanto que ashora esta em la eare$l por imprimir (Coumterfit)
dinero falso...... eumdo Mr. GARRISON empezo a envistigar el easo de lz
muerte del presidente serrarom la peque®z Imprdnta .... ¥ en 1o Inmprenta de
Mr. Grad empezo a2 trabajar otro Sr. que tambiem se 1llama Melvin, (erto Io
hieieron para topar al verdadero MELVIN Jeveveos

Conmdi Usted Puede ver en esta earts yo conoeis todas las
eosas que ellos hoecian........pero si yo hablaba sebia que me iban a mstar,
ya no tengo miedo....em aguel tiempo le temnia miedo a Mr. GARRISON +tzmbien
pues el era wn oportunista que lo que queria ers haecerse gronde a euegta de
Io que ofros smabism...... Mr. GARRISON no queria que Usted estu¥wiera en
New Orleong, .

La P.B.I. dijo que yo habia sacndo mi Basaport® el mismo
diz qué& Oroward..... pero no dieron la direceion ceorrects donde se maco el
PBasaporte....... Yo gaque mi Pamsporte en el Bdificio que esta frente al
Habana Bar ( Curtom Houme ) eeee.. Dero a ellos no les convenin poner epz direcei-
on parg que no ge supiera la verdad de todo lo gue shi se hociteievsnsss

Porece que lae eosag hm eombiado un poco,pues hoce unos diass
me encontre con el que era Primer asistente de GARRISON ( Mr. Louil y me ectuvo k
hablmdoeeasssss

Con alsguien que tenga un poeo de fuerzn yo puedo renolver
el eago de la muerte del Presidente.......pero tiene que mer glpguien que no
tengo niedo a lo que puedn sobrevenir.....la verded impers sobre todos las
COTAT. eenene 10 Unieco que yo quiero eg que mi nombre no este ton sucio eomo
Ia P,B.I. lo hn muerto. Yo auiero acusar al Aborado ( John ) hijo de un Polieia.

Pues yo le di olsumon datos importante....(los eusles dice
no mobe dovde 105 DUSO) eesssse NOTo 1e Aijo gue el mueris ir a testisuar

o Ir WEHRRAT Coniric aiie 1o e nobraho yinds Doy L GEPhNi0eas s e s weEa

Yo quiero que la F.B.I. ¥y la C.I.A. me pongen cargos en la
Corte 7 entonces 9anog a ver quien em el que aeusga y quien ep el que dice
Ig verdadee.ceees d& todo lo cue papo concirniente @ lz muerte del
preasidente. Los que nads hemop hecho nrl. o nodn tencmogs fue temerle.....

Si pu emigo que es Abogndo guiere voner ol eago en 1ga
Corte yo le DHE® weeesre YO quiero zcucrr o los dos Jefes del F.B.I. que
estuvieron en Yew Orlemns Por los mlos 1960 haotes 1774....uno gabia todo lo
que ge hizo pors mator ol Presidente ....cl otro vino = topar (cover) lo
que no querian que ge oupierteeee.

Ellos no hablsban pero los que pusieron para hoeer el
trabrsjo t@&mion la voen nuy grande,

5 . WILLIAM FERRI fue mi profesor suendo yo estobo apreon—
diendo o nonejar AnyWEB...... You frend Ore:tee ~ x .

- A
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