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By JACK DAVIS )

yAn FBI agent involved in controver-
sial foreign spying operations has been
linked by a former New Orleans inform-
ant with undercover operations against.
black militant groups here.

The paid informant, Rudolph Mus._e. 32,
said that in providing the FBI with infor-
mation on black activists here he had
contact in 1968 with an agent whose
name was pronounced “high boll.”

This was apparently Robert Heibel, a
special agent now assigned to the
Tampa FBI office but formerly based in
New Orleans. .

Joseph A. Burton, a Tampa, ;’-‘la., an-
tiques dealer who has described his

undercover FBI activities recently for
the New York Times and television net-
works, said in a telephone interview that
Heibel was his supervisor.

Burton’s activities included posing as

a Maoist in order to infiltrate radical
groups in the United States and abroad,
he said. He said he traveled with a New
Orleans woman who had gone to China
as an FBI spy in 1971, and visited New
Orleans several times in connection with
his FBI work.

HE DECLINED to comment on wheth-
er the New Orleans woman—who, to-
gether with her husband, posed as radi-
cal, to infiltrate activist groups here—
was also supervised by Heibel.

¥

‘could be the Watergate of the bureau.’| .

| foreign spy ’infiltrat

The FBI asked the Tampa Times not
{0 print Heibel's name, on the grounds it
would impair his effectiveness as anC
agent. However, the newspaper identi-
fied Heibel in a Jan. 30 article. - N

Burton said that Heibel once told him:
“If it ever gets out what we are doing, i{ |

Heibel could not be reached for comy |
ment yesterday. .
‘Th: Tampa Times also has reported
that Burton's activities were directed af |
the local level by Heibel, but coordinated
by the intelligence wing of the FBI in
Washington. :

Muse said his work in New O_rleanJ
centered on gathering information of

SEal)
l
|

ed N.O. black militants’ -

black militants, and involved identifying
photographs of activists and attending
meetings under FBI instructions.

HE SAID he was recruited to be an in-
formant by an FBI agent named “Mill-
worth.” Joseph Sylvester, special agent
in charge of the New Orleans FBI office,
confirmed that agent Wayne Millward
had contact with Muse. Sylvester con-
firmed also that Muse was paid for his
work. :

Sylvester said he had no personal
knowledge of contact between Muse and
Heibel and could find no records yester-

day afternoon about such contact, but :

said it was possible that contact was
made, perhaps in the form of an FBI

interview of Muse on another subject.
Muse said he believed the FBI had
employed other blacks to gather intelli-
gence on militants here. g
At a press conference yesterday in the

office of the Rev. Avery Alexander,

Muse acknowledged receiving several
hundred dollars from the FBI. But he
claimed he had provided the bureau with

- no useful information and his real rea-
son for cooperating with it was to find
. out the identity of other informants.

HOWEVER, HE said he wasn't suc-
cessful at this either.

According to Muse, Millward ap-
proached him in the Father and Son

Shoe Store, where he worked as a sales-

man. Millward wanted him to act as an
informant because of his contacts with
activists established when he was a
member of the Congress of Racial
Equality, Muse said. : :

Muse said he turned Millward down,
but a few weeks later was fired from his
job without explanation. He said he ob-
tained a job at Baker’'s Shoe Store but
was fired after a few weeks, again with-
out explanation, and then was unable to
find a job.

He said these “mysterious circum-
stances” made him believe the FBI was
harassing him, and he later agreed to
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- cooperate with Millward.

HE THEN was able to obtain a job as

an “attorney’s aide” with the federally -
itmded New Orleans Legal Assistance -

Corp. (NOLAC), which provided legal

services to poor people, mostly black. -

He said he believed the FBI had nothing
to do with his getting that job.

" Disclosures that Muse—who had ac-
cess to NOLAC's files on clients—was an
FBI operative created a furor earlier
this month, even though Muse claimed
he never conveyed any information from

.‘thefllestotbebureau

Muse said he received $120 to $200 a
month for four or five months—denying
reports that he had worked for the FBL
for eight months—and said he had listed

the payments under “personal services” .

on his 1968 federal income tax return.

He said he has had no involvement
with the FBI since then. “I disagree now
as | did then with the tactics of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,” Muse
said in a prepared statement. He refused

. todescribe the “tactics.”
Even though he accepted FBI money
* and followed FBI instructions, Muse

saidhecm:ldnotbedesmbedasanin-
former. ““I am not ashamed of the role I
played " he said.

ASKED WHETHER he feared reinbu-
tion from black militants now that his
FBI role was widely publicized, Muse
said he didn’t, adding that people in the

.black community knew that he didn’t .
. want to help the FBI and wouldn't harm

him. _
.The FBI wanted information on any-
body seeking to improve the condition of

‘ the black community, Muse said. But
_ under questioning, he admitted he knew

personally of no FBI interest in the

-Urban League, the NAACP or the Black

Panthers.
Two groups the FBI wanted to recewe

“information about were called the House

of Wisdom and. Black Vets United, he

A
Muse said the original FBI approach
to him was a request to bring in informa-
tion about blacks involved in drug and
weapons traffic, but he said he knew no
'one involved in such activities.

‘In‘an earlier interview Muse said the
FBI had been successful in disrupting
the activities of self-help black groups,
but he did not elaborate '
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