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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Pioase Refer 0 December 24, 1975
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. .SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
. ¢ INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
G INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL ASENT
ROBERT M. BARRETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975

[ . . i)

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter- -
viewed by Comaittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room -
608 Carroll Arms, washington, D.C. The interview began T

2 02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward. i

- : At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the

) Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
wo there was any basis for reopening of the case of the

assassination of President John F.‘Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the .
Federal Bureau of Investigatzon (FBI) before and after the’
assassxnatlon.

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this irterview. Fe was told I arrived about
Tl 5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
571 12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
A3 Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-
T ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,
for this intervxew.

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector JJghn Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
this discuzssizn and I advised hia that I had asked !Mr.
A Hotis if he knew the reason why I was being interviewed by
Y the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
) know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role
in the assassination investigation.
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. I told lir. Wallach that Mr. Hotis had further “in-
formed wme that I should dccline to answer any questions as

to scnsitive sources, sencitive techkniques, on-going investi-
gations, and any information received from a third agency.

Mr. Wallach asked if I had talked to %EL_Ranl_nnli_
and be was informed ir. Daly was in and out of the office fre-

quently &ni that I haé had very little conversation with lLim.
M. Wallech asked now long I had talked with iir. Fotie, and I
told him the above convercation was very brief, that I was
originally informad the interview was to take place at 10:090
“pl, that this was svbsequently charnged to 2:00 It and that I

iR

had gpent the time in Er. Votis' office waiting and occasionally

discussiiig other unrelated matters.

I also tcld Mr. Wallach that I had been interviecved

eavlier or Nacauhar 17, 1975, hy Assistant Director Harold
N. Basscii, and Deputiy Ascistant Divector J. fllison Coniey..
Mr. Valtach asked what this interview was ebout, anéd I told
him I was qguestioned as to any knowledge I hzad cf Lee Harvey
cwald ceming to “he I'BI Cffice in Dallas prior to the &ssas-
sinatich and lecving a rnole for Special Agent James Hoshys
I told lMr. Walliach what I had previouscly told Nr. Bassett,
that some four or five months after the assassination I wae
asked by scmeonc in the Dallss Office, whose idertity I can't
recall, (bccause what this unrccalled person acked me wos a »
rumor and insignilicant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had como to the Dallas Office where he asked Ran Fenncr, the
Receptionist, to sce Hostv. I recall there being no mentioa
of any note lefi by Oswald, nor did llosty, or anyone clce in
Dallas cver talk to me about the incident, the note or ther
contcnts of the note. MNr. Wallach asked if I had reported to
anyone in Dallas at the time the zbove incident and Mr.
wallach was advised I did not report a rumor and that I
troated it as a rumor, in that I promptly forgot about it as
I was very busy at the time conducting investigations of other
matters having to do with the assassination. :
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had becen done. . Mr.
wallach then adviced me of my right to counsel and my right

.. to refusc to answver any guestions., I advised Mr. Wallach I
was aware of my rights. .

Mr. Wallsch advised me that recorded results of- .. . .
this intervicw would later be ava.lable to me, in Washington, -
D.C. I ashed ii I would be furnished a copy and if a cog. s
would be furnished the Bureau. I was informed. that +he Bureau
would not be furnished a copy nox wouud anyone, othexr than my-
sc)lf, from the Bureau, have access to this report. I was also
told that I would ke advised by mail when I could have access

2D

or

a copy. le also said X could request the presence of a Senator
during the interview, which rcquest I &did not make. .

Mr. Wallach then ashed about my Bureau Caraeérx and
ascignments prier to Novenher 22, 1963. He was advised of ry
assicnrents in Phoeniy from 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas,
from 1654 to 1956, ard in Dallas from 1956 to 196C. MKr.

. Wallach inguired @s to what kxind of investigative work I was
doing as o Kovember 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily I
was assigned to investigations having to do with organized
crime, gampling, and criminal intelligence, and occasinnally
some involved civil rights cases, and some extortion cascs.
Mr. Wallach asked hew long I haé been doing such work anli who
else in the Dallas Office was cither vorking with me or doing
similar vork. I told him I had becn working these-type cases
since lovenkter, 1957, znd that I was acsisted by SA Iven D,
Leg from abocut 1960, or so, until the assassinction; at which
tire Lee and I werce both assigned to the assassination investi-
gation, primarily, for about a yecar.

~

Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a *hip pocket
informant® and after I gave him wy definiticn, he asked if I
had any in Dalias. I definced a *hip pocket informant" as a
source of information whose identity was never made known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person vas being
used as an informsnt. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd
“hip pocket informants" in Dallas or clsewhere.

to the report.  lMr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished .
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, Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of, or hud heard of
ﬁggg;ggi_ngific;nxg of Tampa, and Carlos Marcello of HMHew
Orlcons, Louisiana. I szid that in iavestigations of or-
ganized crime nmatters, I had become acquainted with these
names, but 1 believed the correct npame was Santos Trafficante,
to which Mr. wWallach agrced. Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of
2 man named Mokillie (Phonetic) and I said I could not recall
ever having heord of this name. . : S e

Kr. Wallach asked if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said

I hed krown Tty as the owner or operator of two Dallas night
clubs, that were frecuenited by pimps, prostitutes and persons
involvod in crininal activities. I was asked if I had ever
talked to Ruby anc I saié I had on mayke tvwo occasions prior
to Novcukor 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of
Lhese conversaitions, other than it most likely had to do with
persons who freyuented Ruly's night clubs. :

Mr. Vallach ask~d if-I was aware of a connaction
of Ruby with Trafficantc, wvith Marcello, and with McWillie
(Phonetic). 1 sai& I was not aware of any conreciion by Ruby
with any of thosze perscrs and repeated that I did not recall
the nume lctillice. ’ .

Mr. Wallach acked if I was acquainted with the term
'*pCc1" - "potential criminzl informant", if I knew Jack Nuby
was a PCT of the Dallas O:fifice, and if I knew the identity of
the FBI fgent in Dallas, e "red headed fellow™ vho had had
Ruby ascigned to him, and which Agent was later disciplined
or transferred. I had just bequn to answer lir. Wallach,
when U. S. Scnetor Richard D. Schweigker, of Pennsylveinia,
entered the rcom at 2:33 Pl and thercafter took part jointly
in the interrogation of ma with lir. Wallach, after introducing
himsclf. lir. Wallach briefly revicwed with Scnator Schveiclker
what had previously transpired in the interview. Senator
Schweicker asked if T knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
aware of Ruby's connectjons with organized crime.
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* . I stated that my investigation of organized crime
o and criminal intelliceénce matters in Dallgs were primarily
‘eoncerned with the activities of Joseph Francis Civello
and hic associates and the activities of a roving band of
criminzls, not connected with Civello, who uscd Dallas as
a basc for thceir activitics. I stzted that in thesc inverti-
gatione ncithcr I ner SA Lee had hecome aware of any in- .
volve:.ent by Ruby in crganired crixe matters or any asso- o
cizticn with the persons vho were the subjects of our investi-~"

. ( ‘gatione,
2 . , At this point, 2:37 Pii, ESenator schveicker asked
; o sr. Wallach if I haé been sworn, and when told that T had
i : " npot, Sznater Schweicker placed ne unéer oath, making reference
o — to all the ansvers I had given pricr to being sworn, as well
s 1Veve T owould give cfrer Roino owor L ;
adb wnal.Sc 4 WoOUlLS L) ¢ C.2UCY el —ilioile
i— S ' I pointed out that if Tuly had been involved in

organized crire matters, such as association with Trafficante
. or Murccllo, arma this hed beceome kncwn to the FBI, I was sure
N I, as an hoent assigned to organined crime invecstigations in
r pallas where Ruby resided, would have been so adviscd and
v’ that this was not the case.

‘In answer to the questions about Ruby being 2
? : ‘ PCI, I stated I had heard soncthing after Movember 24, 1963,
; that an Agent in Dallas hid at oic time orcned a PCI case on
Ruby, but I did not know any details such as vhen this oc- .
currced, the name of the Agent, and I was not awvare that this - .
Agent, wvhoever he was, had been disciplincd kccause of any
dealinrgs with Ruby or for having Ruby as a PCI. -

Senator Schweicker then acked if when a pcerson is
designatcd a PCl, the Agent males such a rocommendation- to
his supcrior -nd that Ruby had been made a PCI becausc of
his conncctions with organized erime. I explained that a
person can bc designated a IPCI by the Agenl hLocause of his
associaticn with the criminal element, his residence, his
employment, or for any of a nurnber of reasons, and that this
person may never furnish any pertinent or useful. information
or be of any valuc. Senator Schweicker then asked if PCIs
were not paid and I said they were only paid when they
furnished pertinent or good useful information only on a
‘ ‘ €.0.D. basis. I was asked if Ruby had ever been paid and

I said I had po hnowledye of any, such payment.
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I was asked if I had any opportunity to see
OswaXd in the policc department -t that time or any other
subroquent. time and T stated to the best of my knowvledge

Oswald had Leen taken to the office of Ceptain "Will'
Fritz, that I ncver aid go to Captain Fritz's office at
any time on MNovember 22, 23, or 24, 1963, and that I had

neve: personally observed Oswald subsequent to his arrest
“in the thcater in Oak Cliff. /

At this point in the interrocaticn, Mr. Wallach®
acsked me if I knew that disciplinary action by the Lureasu had
becn taken ecainst gL (James) losty, I advised@ them that T .
was awvare of this through my association with Hosty in Dallas. .
I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Directors of
the FBI had been disciplinedé Lecause of their handling of
certain motters in the assassination investigation. I statad
1 was not cworce of this and had no knouledge of any such

-disciplinery action. »

Kr. Wallach thcn asked me if I had attended a
"going away" party ncld, not in, the Dallas Cffice, for Hosly:
by his friends in Dallas. I stated I did not reccall anry
such party and fuxnther felt that if there had been such a pasty
I would have kuen invited and wculd have attenced because.
Hosty and T waore in the same car pocl, we attended the sane
church, we bzlonged to the samc clubs, and I had coached
his son on the school foothall team, and further, that many
of liosty's friends were also my friends. » o

I was asked if I recalled a conference being held
by Si rdon Shanklin on the carly morning of November

23, 1263, .in vhich Agonts of the Dallas Office vere given
instructions on investigation to be conducted that day. I -
stated that I recalled reporting to vork cn Saturday, NRovcmboxr
23, at alout G:00 Al after haviug worked to about 3:00 AM

‘that samne wmorning from the Friday before, and I did not rccall
any such confcrence held by Kr. Shanklin.

I was asked if thcrc had not becn a conference on
the morninyg of November 24, 1963, in which Mr. Shanklin in-
structcd the Dallas Rgents not to go near the arca at the
city jail where Oswald was being removed -that day and 1
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stated I did rccall thmse instructions, and . further, I nad
becn instructed, along with §A_1xgg_¥6tégs, to go to KRLD-
TV Stution to ob%fain any pertincnt ph ¢raphs that that

staticn micht have and further, that while there I haé ob-

. servcd, on closad circuit televisicn, the Oswald shooting

in the bascment of the police depdrtment. I wac ashked if I
had any knowledae of a telephone call rcceived by the I'CI
during the night of Noverther 23-2’, 1963, cortaining a .

‘threci against Cswald. 1 said that to the best of ny knov-

ledys:, I did recall something to the effect that SA jiilten
Newser had been on duty during the ea.ly morning hours of
Novenber 24 at the Dallas FBI Office and had reczived such
a call. I conid rot recall at this time who was the sourxce
of thisc inforrmation nor éid I recall any details as to the
conterts of the call. :

: Mr. Wallach then acked if there had not beecn some
ocCanians whea ngents of the Dallas Gflice had been Eiscus-
sing the assassination and discuseing whether ox not it wis

their opinions that it was the act of on

or was a concpirasy. I stated I was sure
such Gizcusgicns on an informal hacis but
recall any dctails or anything &as to when

man acting alerns
that there had been
+thkar I could not
such diccussions

were held or who was prescnt and, further, that I was sure
that cveryonc coanected with the investigaition would have
made soime personal conclusions. : ‘

At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not

“¢rue that Mr, Shanklin or some other Bureau official had

given explicit dircetions that the investigation was to
establish that Oswald acted alonc in connection with the
assassination. Before 1 could ansver this question, Nr.
Wallach stated that such informeation had been receivcd from
other riI Agents. I stated that this was not so, that I c¢id
not belicve any other Rgcnts had made such statements, and
further, that we had, to the contrary, been given instructionc
to conduct our investigation in an effort to establish all

the facts to identify all persons involved. :

At this point, vhich was about 4:23 PM, Scnator

schweicker left the room and did not take any further part
in the interrogation. : .
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