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Dear Lea, 

At 85 andkeeble, I've just returned from physical therapy and have about an 

hour before leaving for Lil's appeintment with our dermatologist. Not enough time 

for much work and what is on my mind is your disgracing yourself by the most faith- 

ful copying of the alpaes of so many white liournaliste ih your column of May 3, "In 

Death, Ray Esecape With Last Laugh. " 

n tills Bill repper, with whom I do not agree, is irrelevant. so also was re.„. 

the mistaken part of what the qng family did. If they held not made the mistake 

the other way thirty years ago there would have been a tr441. 

And people like you, whk have made Al effort to 'earn the actual facts, 

would have learned that the prosecution could not even place Ray in the City 

9.  
of MemAis t the time of the crime and that the crime was imppessikle as the 

phony solution was made up. Absolutely impossikle! And so you can feel really good 

about how faithully you serve your people in this, that rifle was not even used 

in the criiEe—could not have been. 

As you may remember, unless your memory has also changed ant as from this and 

other columns you have, I stick to the official evidence. 

And with all I've publishedjIiavo yet to get a call or a letter from any of 

those of whom I've been so ritical. No complaint from any of them of an unfatr- 

nese or of inaccuracy. 	04,
1  

You do not know enough to think of it this way but in effect you are de-

fensling lynchers. The actual assassins are free and people like you are assurpe-

ing they will live their lives out in freedom. 

If you question any of this, do what off and on for a couple of years you s 

said you have to do , come down with Vi. I'll show you. 

All the stuff thatPosner cornupte in his new book, aided and abetter/by your 

assoitate Colfrod, I brought tie light in various ways and he credits to those who 
use it as he misuses it. When ''olf*,d had orgasims over Posner's previous book 

I bought a copy of my Cap.? 011,n and sent it to him at the suggestion of a friend 
-re- 	 1 Ath- 

who apparently nevr understaood that hold* his job means more to Colford that 
IN 	cn 

informing the people hichestly. Colford
1
daved about Case Closed but did not mention 

Case 911:eA. In which I  referred to Posner as a shyster, a plagiarist and as a man 

who has trouble telling ttijitruth even by accident. iiithoht a word from him. 

I'm doing what I can, making a large record for our history in which it can 
)4(01-  
aetOt only if some are concerned ehbugh to mkae that more Important that money 

or prestige or being loved by the major media. )st to you all, Harold Weisberg 
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In D
eath, R

ay E
scaped W

ith L
ast L

augh 

  
 

T
H

E
 E

V
IL

 th
at Jam

es E
arl R

ay d
id

 sh
all live 

on
 w

h
ile th

e d
etails are in

terred
 w

ith
 h

is 
b

on
es. 

R
ay w

as cen
tral to th

e assassin
ation

 of D
r. M

ar-
tin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g Jr. A

 n
aive D

exter K
in

g in
sists 

beyond all evidence that R
ay had nothing to do w

ith 
h

is fath
er's m

u
rd

er. In
 th

is d
ecep

tion
, th

e you
n

gest 
son

 b
ears th

e n
ose h

ook
 of attorn

ey W
illiam

 P
ep

-
p

er, w
h

o in
cred

ib
ly con

vin
ced

 th
e K

in
g fam

ily of 
R

ay's in
n

ocen
ce w

h
ile rep

resen
tin

g th
e ad

m
itted

 
m

u
rd

erer servin
g 99 years in

 p
rison

. 
A

s lon
g as R

ay lived
, h

is attorn
ey w

as ob
liged

 to 
d

en
y all in

volvem
en

t, oth
erw

ise h
is clien

t w
ou

ld
 

h
ave con

tin
u

ed
 h

is rot on
 a con

sp
iracy-to-m

u
rd

er 
rap. D

eath releases P
epper of such obligations. H

ow
-

ever, the K
ing fam

ily can hold R
ay responsible w

hile 
seek

in
g oth

ers in
volved

. 
T

h
e list of p

ow
erfu

l w
h

ite m
en

 an
d

 govern
m

en
t 

agen
cies to con

sid
er is lon

g an
d

 trou
b

lin
g. 

P
resid

en
t L

yn
d

on
 B

. Joh
n

son
, tow

ard
 th

e en
d

 of 
h

is ten
u

re, rep
orted

ly referred
 to D

r. K
in

g as th
at 

"
g
o
d

d
a
m

n
 n

ig
g
er p

rea
ch

er."
 T

h
is en

d
ea

rm
en

t 
flow

ed
 from

 K
in

g's op
p

osition
 to th

e V
ietn

am
 W

ar. 
D

exter K
ing's opinion aside, L

B
J had no direct hand 

in
 K

in
g's m

u
rd

er, th
ou

gh
 h

e m
igh

t h
ave seen

 in
 th

e 
d

em
ise of h

is n
em

esis th
e good

 L
ord

 tak
in

g h
is ow

n
 

p
rivate ven

gean
ce. 

A
fter m

ercilessly h
arassin

g K
in

g in
 life, J. E

d
gar 

H
oover h

ad
 to cover h

is track
s after th

e m
u

rd
er. 

T
h

e d
irector h

ad
 on

ce d
efam

ed
 K

in
g as a "

n
otori-

ou
s liar"

 an
d

 even
 h

ad
 h

is agen
ts attem

p
t to p

ro-
vok

e th
e civil righ

ts lead
er to com

m
it su

icid
e. Z

eal-
o
u

s F
B

I a
g
en

ts a
lso

 w
ireta

p
p

ed
, electro

n
ica

lly
 

su
rveilled

, h
arassed

 an
d

 stalk
ed

 K
in

g arou
n

d
 th

e 
clock

 for som
e five years. Y

et th
ey w

ou
ld

 h
ave th

e 
w

orld
 b

elieve th
at th

ey w
ere stran

gely ab
sen

t th
e 

day K
ing w

as gunned dow
n in M

em
phis. 

T
h

e M
ississip

p
i S

overeign
ty C

om
m

ission
, w

h
ich

 
com

m
itted

 m
ajor acts of m

ayh
em

, in
clu

d
in

g m
u

r-
d

er, again
st oth

er civil righ
ts activists, w

as certain
-

ly n
ot ab

ove fu
n

d
in

g or len
d

in
g its good

 offices to a 
seriou

s attem
p

t on
 th

e life of D
r. K

in
g. 

In
 ad

d
ition

, D
r. K

in
g w

as targeted
 for ch

aracter 
assassin

ation
 an

d
 w

orse b
y literally h

u
n

d
red

s of 
racist groups and individuals. 

N
otw

ith
stan

d
in

g p
ossib

le ou
tsid

e in
volvem

en
t, 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay w

as deeply involved and very likely 
th

e triggerm
an

. R
ay's attorn

ey P
ep

p
er m

istak
en

ly 
p

ain
ts th

e p
ictu

re of a R
ay as a d

im
 an

d
 h

arm
less 

lon
er w

ith
 n

ot a racist b
on

e in
 h

is body. 
T

hough often underestim
ated, R

ay proved to be a 
shrew

d opportunist w
hose em

otional equipm
ent and 

ability for decisive action ran deep. A
 M

issouri parole 
board psychiatrist diagnosed him

 as obsessive-com
-

p
u

lsive. C
riticized

 as a b
u

n
gler, h

e occasion
ally 

sh
ow

ed
 flash

es of crim
in

al d
arin

g, in
clu

d
in

g tw
o 

successful prison escapes. 
"

I su
sp

ect th
at everyon

e in
 h

ere [p
rison

] h
as [es-

cap
e] in

 th
e b

ack
 of h

is m
in

d
,"

 R
ay told

 P
layb

oy 
m

agazin
e after h

is 1977 escap
e from

 th
e B

ru
sh

y 
M

ou
n

tain
 P

rison
. "

T
h

e on
ly th

in
g is w

h
eth

er th
ey 

got th
e fortitu

d
e to go th

rou
gh

 w
ith

 it."
 

T
h

is gu
tsy lon

er also h
ad

 th
e racist's m

otive to 
k

ill K
in

g, con
trary to D

exter K
in

g's assessm
en

t. "
I 

m
et R

ay. H
e is n

ot a segregation
ist,"

 K
in

g's son
 

said
 in

 an
 N

B
C

 in
terview

. "
I've m

et h
is fam

ily. 
T

h
ey are n

ot p
eop

le w
h

o strik
e m

e as racist."
 T

h
e 

en
tire R

ay fam
ily m

u
st still b

e lau
gh

in
g at th

is on
e. 

"
A

ll h
is life, J

im
m

y
 [R

a
y
] h

a
s b

een
 w

ild
 . . . 

against niggers, and he's w
ild on politics," said G

erry 
R

ay, w
h

o w
as th

e closest p
erson

 to h
is b

roth
er 

Jam
es. "N

obody can reason w
ith Jim

m
y on the tw

o 
su

b
jects of n

iggers an
d

 p
olitics."

 R
ay even

 refu
sed

 
once to transfer to a softer prison life in L

eavenw
orth 

b
ecau

se th
e u

n
it d

orm
itories w

ere d
esegregated

. 
T

o
 p

rove th
at R

ay w
as a racist, an

d
 th

e evid
en

ce 
is p

iled
 to th

e sk
y, is n

ot to p
rove th

at h
e k

illed
 

K
in

g; h
ow

ever th
is latter evid

en
ce is su

b
stan

tially 
h

igh
er th

an
 a m

oleh
ill. 

W
ith R

ay's death, attorney P
epper, w

ith D
exter in 

tow
, w

ill fast-forw
ard

 w
ith

 h
is H

ollyw
ood

 th
eories 

th
at w

ill d
irect atten

tion
 aw

ay from
 th

ose w
h

o 
helped R

ay assassinate D
r. K

ing. A
 grateful R

ay is no 
d

ou
b

t sm
ilin

g in
 h

ell. 
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