My, Les Payne 5/2/95
Newsday
Long Island, IN 11747
Dear les, .

In between some letters you ignored yous phoned to express surprise that 1 had

aritten about the JFK assassination, *ou then said that you and Vi had to find some

{time tocome down. low would be a goed time bedause I have a bock dued to be in the

stores in about a month and it has in it what ‘by what were once traditional news
standards what would have been igpurtant news and I think is.

Alcthough to the best of my k:nowled.ige this publisher has not made any effort with
my Caée Open (ﬁuapﬂ:tu wiich it has gotten me the most flaltering mail I've ever gotten
and much of it) and I lave no reason to believe they will uith?;llhm AGATN! I cannot
jump the release but 1 can in confidence show proofs. They bubchered Oase Open and the mes”
rroofs hold many corrections of errors of various kinds :Lntroduuéd by what was referred
to as "editing," But they did agree to re:latora the subsitle on the tifle ﬂpage after
maldng S cover that eliminates it. 1t is The Gp;vernment Uonspiracy in the JFK assassi-
nation., I de have it documented.

Ther: was heavy cutting again and some rewriting to understate much t0 much but it

renains, I believe, a powerful book. !y present hope is that they delay the book a
little to clean up &l‘: mes.: they made, Fy last information is that after sitting on it
since I finished it in 1992 they are now rushing it. I have had such experiences with
them that 1 have not oflered them the sequel, Walketh the Watchman: (}ifr strangelovian
Hilitaryp and the JFK Assassination.

I have other work on paper, unedited. Une is a large bouk, Inside the JFE issassi-
nation Industry. I wrote a lemgthy article, Senator Russell Dissents I'm enlarging into

a booke I had a relationship with the former Warren Uommissioner and I now have

confirmation from his archuve thal he hal a high opinicn effmy first four books and
that lis administrative assistant told iuim tuat I agrec with him in his rigid didagree-
went with the single -bullet theory that is ensential to the Report. I have confirmation
from 'gﬁ) Archiveg of Senator John Sherman “ooper's firm agreement with Rusaell. »

They were comned into what th@y ware led to believe was a compromise that m&dﬂdﬂir
their views and didn't. When I Put in Russell's hands the proof of how their disagreeements
were memory-holed lie never spoke to LBJ agumin.

But I supposé this work will remain, along with udeh else, only a record for history
in collegiate archives, I have no agent, can't timvel, and the media has its hangups.
As was reflected Ly your Jack Sirica's {laclkery e most dishonest book ever written
vn the subject.And your boolk reviewers refusal to even mention the book that proved it,
my Case Open. ‘

L Jjave an unusual distinction avarded te me by the Department of Justice in one



of the dozen or so FOIA lawsuits I filed by which I got about a third of a million
pages. It was the firat of many times Iaccuesd the IF'BI of perjury wnderoath mysclf,
Its defense of the FUI was that * could undoubtedly make such allegations ad infinitim
gince I fnew more about the assasuination and its invesﬁgat:!.ons than anyone worldng
for the FBI! )

Some defense against a perjury charge!

Byt the court accepted that as 3% accepted all my later proofs of endless Fiil
perjury.

Haturally neither this kudos no those unvefuted charges was newsworthy.

“his is not that unusual vhen fact re-l‘ating to what was a coup d'etat also is not
and has not been neuwsworthy.

Ind so we are in the Gingler era of that “ontract on America. It is an era in
which to the besT of my lmowledge no element of the media has seen fit to lookk into
his divorce of hls wife wl';?lle she was fighting cancer and leaving her to support and
raise their two girls. My understanding is that le was nit working while she helped hin
through graduate sé‘ool and that as soon as he was graduated he ditched her for a wife
mmuk who could be of more hekp to him, _

As my mind vanders I am reminded of a long letter 1 wrote you in which I said that
we were reduced to voting for lesser evils since JPK was ¢ ssassinated. Can you loulk
back n@ and tell me I was wrong?

I've just gotten a card from an Italian graduate student in soclology. It is
not an inexpensive one, L l;:lon one side a photograph attacked to the card. The
plcture is of the Palagaso Vecchio in I"lorence. His card quotes JIK's speech of a
week before he was assassinated:

"Marshal L_-fsatey, the grect “rench Marahal, vent out to has garclenar and asked
hinm to plant a trea. The gardener said, 'Why plant it? It wid won t flower for 100
years . "In that case,¥ the President said, 'Plant it this a.fternnon." That is what
we have to do." .

If we are to end the growing authoritarianism I fear it w1l be des_ite rather than
with the help of the media. If it does hyppen I wonder if it can oilicr than as Jefferaon
said, by watering the tree of freedon w—dh tyrants' blood.

An enture book was butchered out of Case Open. Included in what was gutted is a
photo agency picture never used that validates Oswald's explanation of the paclkage
the government said held that rifle. The ofticial scientific proof also gutted out
is that it did not and could not "have, but leke so0 much else, that was morely ignored.)
The picture I have 1s of curtains being in his room! The agency dujea it as the
day of the assassination. Other picturcs on that roll of %56 that 1 ¥me arée of that
day and were widely used. Not that one, though.



N

While the publi':‘!her was sitting on NEVER AGAIN! I wrote a lengthy epilogue and .
a longer Aftervord. Fewer liberties were taken with them. They establiaf'l the deli-
berateness of tle official lyiny: about the JFK apsasgination by all official investi-
gationg -~ witi what the House assassins committee had and suppressed. And that evidence
is first-person and under cath.

Hakdng all that has happened since then poééibls.

But what the hell, it was only a Prosident, onc who had opted for peace in the
world and efforts to help ordinary peofﬁle, 80 how could that be news? Or anything
like what I refer to above?

In a month and a week, I hape, I'1l be 82. Of the six operations I've had since
ve last saw each other I wes not expscted to survive two. The last of: them Wha five
years ago. The chief of cardiovascular surgery and of the division of transplantation
at Y ohns “opld.ns who sces me twice @ Yeur has Jjust written ma about my suwvival desplte
the ‘odds. "You should know thet I think the medical profession is bewildered by your
remarksbie mpgiksspirit." It has been 18 years since it was safe for me to drive out of
Frederick so when I did not have time tofrrange for other trunspirtation tb Baltimore
vhen he asked me to be at a clinic he was holding I could not get there, But despite the
fact that I cannot use stairs, am so weak I can walk only up to five minutes at a
time and then ver¥y slowly, as Frost said, we " have midmmcimcgexbeferexweczimey
promises to keep in the mileswe go befare we sleep.” I have been under a medical
injunction against lifting more than 15 g:mds since 1989. But in the past three years or
so I've potten about a million words on paper about our coup d'etat, all of it from the
official records of from what was omitted from what the official titnesses said. |

Agide from the simply wonderful outpouring from more than 20,000 who have written
me, despite virtually total suppression by theimedia, and innumerable phone calls, lLil
and I vere awarded houorarg. doctoratemf.n humane letters by local Bopd College in its
centennial celebration of two years ago. So we know that despite the d.isinteres'tﬂof
the wmedia tlere is some appreciatdon of ovut efforts. dnd when sometimes I have to help
her ocut of a chair, despite the Mcal prohibition against it, we continue to try.

As I do herdin.

Best to you all,

- oty



