liv, tos Payne 5/30/93
Nowsday .

Long Island, ITY 11747 , *

Dear J"e:a, \

One of the last times we talked you told me you were not auvare of my work on the JFK
agsassination. You then said you had to come down again. I'm sorry you've been too busylb
I would lile you to have an idea of what it is in particular— and about this I want nothing
sald publicly for scveral reasons — because I have a new book coming out, & do not know '
vhen. It is enormous, about & quarter of a million words or more. In monuseript, draft,
really, and I'n }ﬁl it will be cub exbensively. Dave Wrone retyped it on his cémputer.

He can give you his evaluation of it. So can my local history prof friend. Gerald i
Enight. He has read much but not all of it. Again because I should not be the one to
announce it, in writing the president of Hood Collegn, where all I have will be a free
public archive, rccomiending that ;il an'tl I be given honorary degrees, he said this book
"should revelutionize thinlding about the JIK assassination." In notifying me, the president
sald the trustees had Woted for it "enthusiastically and unanimously." The award is not
until August and the college has made no announcement of it.

Reading Tim Phelps' excellent "Capitol Games" I find in it, implicitly and I think
solidly, what he to the point I'Ve reached does not articulate and is explicit in all my
cork, that -blmw-instituﬁ.ons failed, This is, in fact, the thrust of my assassinations
viorle, shoﬁtwﬁg v.llrith evidence, not a single conjecture, that in those times of great stress
and ever since then all of society's institutions failed. In establishing this I've
B brousht to Light just about all that iz fuctual about the JFK and King assassinations.

Aftor Congress amended the FOIA invostigato:g}files exemption in 1974 c;[-bing one ofw
ny carliost suits as requiring it — and with Teddy Koomedy persmam personally seeing to it
1:11&}: the legistaive history is clear on it - when * was broke and in debt I began @hat I had
to é‘ﬁ% series of FOIA lawsuits by means of which I have an archive that includes about
a therd of a million peges of once-secret govewent records. Host ars the FBI's. Including
oo vorle I'n talldng about some 6O {ile cabinets and imoumerabls bozes of records. And
vefore I could file the first of these suits I'd suffered the first of the venous thrombos-
es that have been followed by a number of other serious qu:l;tcal problems and surgeries two
of wiich I vwas not expected to survive. '

But I'w 80, fragile and still active, even if I have trouble using the stairs to the
basement where all these records are, the ondy place I have for htem,

tnce when Dave phoned when HeKnight was here and we were talking about the posgibility
of and the problems with getting this bool publighed I'd said it will have problems because
it is a toush booli. VWrone said he wanted %o amgd idi{ and ho ngdd it is "unprecedented." I
ok he wao apeaiding es the historian he is. I believe it is the most definitive !-Ioi'k on

any oi' owr apgasgination, and it is thoveughly decunented.



T'im gorry you lmow nothing about '..'hat ,-I'vo done and faced bodause the first question
you right have is why I have no ag:mt and no publisher. It comes from the Wordsworthian
curse of being the first and from tha i tigl fear of all th: many agents and publishers
I apiroached with my Tirst bool. Six azents vould not rspresent it, including one to
vhon I tool: a deal by the publication that sent me to him for him t5 el SHE LT qor
mora than 100 international !rinjections for the book that without my doing it was runner-
up-—;_:hn‘\:-lz‘or tho wigstesy-uriters avard gf 1960- and it is non-fiction! It is a book that
remains ti: basic work in the I‘igarl and about which I still get the most glowing prgises

controvercial as it is, nobody has yet shown a factual
erior, even an insignificant cm*:a’.+ :,J’.l my{ oks, not a aingle person wrote or phoned to
compdain that I had treated hinm wfaitly.

Despite feebleness and fragility —-1 hemorrhage subcontaneously with slight contact -
and perhaps you'll think this is boasting but I do not intend it that way - I wrote this
large draft, and it is nonfiction and documented, is less that six months. It blew Wrone's
wing when I sent him 30,000 words some wecks, But this is a representation of my subject-
matter kmouledge. &n ond lawsuit the DJ's pretended enswer to my charging the FBI with
perjury, uyself under oath to malke me also subject to the penalities of perjury, was that

fronm strangers. 4 bool in uhidch,

I could undoubtedly uake and prove such charges endlessly because I know more about the
JFK assassination than anyone in the employ of the FEL,

The publisher is a small tme and this boolk complicates his life. I have no reason to
belicve that he willmoke any real effort to promote and advertise it and I am not able to
travel to do that myself. dny travel is a hapard for me. Fbr that reason I've hot driven
out of Frederick since 1977. Vhen I go to q-ohns Hopiins, which I've done rather freguently,
tho last time last week and the nexy dry after tomorrow, I'm driven. And the trip alone
tires me. I canr"t complicate the sublicher's life even more and I do not intend to. I'm
telling only one roporter other than you about it, George Lardner. We have known each other
for 25 yearo.

Aside Trom the many significances I see in fhis book, I believe it does have nevs
in ite. Whether or not you can get here, which we'd like, I intend to ask the publisher to
rive you a copy when they distribute revisvw chpies, with ':wlﬁtevei- deadline they may affix.
I candt disclose any of the content on my oun. I have to leave that up to them. But in
confiidence I %ell you that it charges and proves one conspiracy and make a prima facie
case out for another, both governmental, and dg‘fments them I think thorauzhly.

The field has been pire—empted by the would-be Perry ‘l;niasons but they are rcally com—
mercializers and exploiters to whom fact is strunge and the; all theorize conspirgeies with-
out ever proving theme Toush competion and they have corrupted the public mind and pro-

toeted the official miscroants.
Best to you all,



