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' This is in response to a notation by the Director 01!?
2/1/76 "Newsday" article which alleges that t{e FBI and the’
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department had active informanZs in %
violence-prone Memihis black youth group, the Invaders, and therel
were instrumental in instigating a riot in Memphis 3/28/68. S
Allegedly this riot in turn led Dr. Martin Luther King to retd
to Memphis in APril, 1968, where he was assassinated. The - '
Director noted "'What about this group and the reported actionfs

In 1967 an umbrella black power group was formed in s::'.! |

Memphis princigally known as the Black Orgenizing Project (BOQ.E |

One of its cells was the Invaders, composed of young lacks. ~ =&

v g This group was Kérticularl militant. Its leaders made - - 7
Vo statements to the effect tﬁat it would be desirable to burn the -,
pue 0T city and loot. Om 2/12/68 the Memphis sanitation workers beian -
bom b a strike. A series of demonstrations and rallies were held in -

: support thereof and this became a black cause. gy o Bl S

A mass parade and rally was scheduled for 3/28/68 with |
Klng as the main attraction. The BOP actively urged all black
ents to skip school and participate in the march. BOP leader
urged the youngsters to use sticks from placards and not to be !
afraid of the police. The march developed into a looting rampage
lwith hundreds of arrests, three Kouths shot, one fatally and b
dozens of injuries. King fled the.scene when he became aware of:
SR T . ithe looting that was occurring at the rear of the march. The " .
R e VI presence of a large humber of uncontrolled school age oungsters
Sy T was the primary cause of the rioting. . <. ... " ' it
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Memphis had five raclal or extremist inforﬁanfs active:,

in March, 1968. One became a member of the Invaders shortl St
the above violence =3
He was present during the march and Re Teported |

thereon. He did not lead the violenpgmpr,participagq_therein.” i

was well acquainted with the Invaders. He was also
resent during the riot, but did not participate in the violence |
although he did report on it. Our informants in mo way , = =
instigated the viogence associated with the Invaderse . mibou a1 i

' The Memphis Police Department did have an undercover '
officer in the Invaders. He, t rough the Memphis Police ... ="
Department, furnished information to the FBI. He'has been - - -
publicly disclosed and he is no longer with the Memphis Police
Department. There is no {ndication in our files that he N
irsrigated the violence. et gt T W S
———— - ‘__ A ) .
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By Les Payne - = - "
o ITEN . _ Two sources said FBI ngentslnd '
% ® 1976 Newsday, Inc. Memphis policemen admitted that they °
The FBI continues to tumn up h had “penetraled” the Invaders witlrsey+—=
:  unexplained circumstances surrounding _eral informers. One of the informants . -
the assassination of Martin Luther reporledly planned a large portion of
._ ; Pol:c;e ndnd F&I o‘fihcmfsedwe;; regu!;:l.y ’ \.-)
Kln; . provi wi etai forma
% Newsday has learned that FBI ‘in- about the group'a plans, activities and * \ ‘
formants actively participaled In “the of the group’s violent confrontations. L F 3 &
"rioling in Memphis in 1968 which drew meetings. “They knew_everything that™ . .. . .
the Rev. Dr. King back lo the city went on at Invaders’ meetings,”™ one . ; .
where he wes killed, source said. “Jiwas as if they had a
Several FBI informants and at least tape recorder there.” The undercover. -
one undercover agent for the Memphis Memphis policeman who joined the In- : 5
police department were among the vaders was at the scene of the violence &8
mos! active members of a young, vio- on the day of the riot, several sources o
*" Jence-prone black group whith openly said. He is reportedly still a mpmber of g .
opposed King's peaceflul march sup- the-Memphis force, L '
porting the city’s sanilation workers, ..qg - “Weston [not the real name of the . ;
According to some wilnesses, the undercover pohce agent] was very fo- .
100-mcmbar group called the Invaders cal, very active,” said a former leader ]
led the March 28 riots which a:rempm! of ghe Invaders who has talked to the y
- policeman since he was discovered to a-..-s.i"'".’f- :
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to disoredit King’s efforts,” Foll .
the riot, in which one youth was ki °7|d
scores injured and 238 arresled, Kin;
vowed that he would relum f{o prove
that he still could lead a nonvnolent
demonstralion.

““Dr. King would never have n-
turncd to Memphis il the violence had
not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse

Jackson, who was one of King's aides -

in the Southern Christian Leadership

* Conference. “We never intended to ge¥ .

bogged down in Memphis”

The Invaders created major disnlp- )

tions among local blacks supporting

XKing, according lo his nides. They crlt-

fcized King for his nonviolent
proach and urged Jocal blacks o "bum,

baby, burn.” On April 4, the day Kine .

was killed, the groups met with him
ond his stafll and threatened rencwed
violence unless they were given $750,-
000 lo redevelop thelr conumunily.
“Phey just got louder and louder,” one

ajde who was at the meeling recalled.
“We Tolil them we didn’l have nceess 10
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nnt kind of money. We had to put

ed TO

"be & member of the force. “He had a _

7.62 Russian automatic rifle and ln
was armed every lime we were armed.
He was always suggesting actions that
we should take; I never saw him physi-
cally attack an:yone. But he was one of
the most provocative members of the -
\ Invaders.”
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 their names printed on the back., were
organized dn_late 1967. The Youthg
"Wire I Tpainly "BV college sludonis,a}

nearby Momphis Stale and LoMoyne
Collcges. Invaders denounced the
nonviole Stralegy, but offored protec-
tion for King and his staff members,

*“They, h'ltolhcr blacks in the country,
were natu

those who infiltrated our Eroups, and
we could never identify them, tried to
exploit the youngsters® frustrations and
neglect and turn them against ug™ | ;
The FBI and Memphis police verl.
fied recently that they had i
8mong the Invaders in 1968, However,
Hénry~ Lux, who was the assistant po:
i Memphis, downplayed the

“group'a role in the March 28 violence:

Robert

G. Jensen, who was the FBI

agent in charge at the time, gaid, *x -

wouldn't be surprised if we had inform.
ers in the group. I'm sure there was ad-
equate coverage of the Invaders™ :

It is reliably reported that the by.
reau and Memphis police shared inte].
ligence about the Invaderg,

« In addition to being involved withe

-}

security for King af (he Lorraine Mots]
on the day he was assassinaled, accord.
ing to knowledgeable sources. The off.
ecr was a member of the Invaders’
four-man security
Bgreed to provide Protection for King
while he was in Memphis, 2\
There have been g series of disclo-
8ures recently concerning covert FRI
activities against King, This hag led to
a Deparlment of Justice investigation,
e inquiry slarled after the Senatas .

\Llnielligcnm Commitiee discovered an

I memorandum, dated March 28,
1969, which dclailed a plan {o poriray
King as a hypocrite for siaying at g
i molel—the Rivermont
Holiday Inn—where he fled after the

force that had -

o~

violence efupted. The Justice Depart- o

ment invgstigated to sce if the memo
had anything (o do with King's return

to the bljck-owned Lofraine Motel, -

where he'was killed, They found no ev-

idence linking the FI31 to a plot to: .

have King return lo the Lorraine mo-

tel. However, Newsda ¥ has léarhag

dhatl_the Invaders heatedly discugsed
King's slay at the white molel anong

thensselves—some threatening violencs

over the Jsaug, . .
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A source ‘at the . ice
Bt-Nawsday that the FBI menio was
part of theh FBI Direlor J. Edgar .
Hoover's ( ounter-Intellizence Program
(Cointelpro) against “Black National-
ist-Hate Groups.” The plan, ocutlined In

"l\* an FBI Domestic Intelligence Division

memo, was put into effect March 4, one
month before King was killed, It was
designed to “prevent the rise of a ‘mes-
siah’ who could unify . . . the militant _
black nationalist movement.” An over-
all goal of Hoover's plan was to “din- .,

- eredit” black leaders and their move.

ment among both blacks and whiles, -
The Vivlence at Memphis,

more than anything else, began to er

ode King's credibility anong moderate

* blacks, King and his group wers pra-
_Paring to ead a nonviolent “Poor Peo-
“ples™March” on Washington
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month. After the Memphis riots some
national black leaders attacked King
for the violence, On the day beforo he

was killed, NAACP Jeader Roy Wilk- . . - .

ins attacked King in a story printed jn
the Memphis Press-Scimitar, Wilking

said he doubted that King could keep®

the Washington march nonviolent: *J¢
& maverick of the rear ranks of the
march decides to throw a brick through

a window, there's nothing Dr. Kingup .~

front can do to stop jt.” o '
Jensen, who was jn ¢h arge of the

{"SFBI in Memphis, said that the “ult-

mate decisions [for Cointelpro] wers -
made in Washington D.C. and then*
they came to the field office.” He de-
nied that his

hotel memo. “T have no recollection of

a memorandum dated March 28"

said. “If it was an intra-office memo I -
wouldn't have gecn jt anywqy.llit w!auld
have come to us as general jusfrue. .
tiom . S ———
The Senale Intelligenco Committes
said that it uncovered no etidence that

the FBI was implicaled in King"s mug- -

der or any cover-up. The commiltes

chairman, Franrk Church (D-Idaho), * "

has reportedly called for a federal spe-

cial prosecutor to investigate the pssag.

sination fo resolve “many unanswered
Questions,” Including whether the bu-
reau “vendella” against King-yras-ro-
lated 1o his murder in Memphis; . .

Soife~s£ICing’s stalf members ‘over

the years, have charged that the Invad.
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L] ers were responsible for the riots which
l indirectly led, they say, to King’s death
b -Menphia ; '
“The violence was definitely respon-
sible for Martin’s being in Memphis on
April 4th,” said Cong. Andrew Young -
(D-Ga.). **The Invaders themselves.
"Imve taken responsibility for the vio-
lence. Now if the FBI was involved. :
with the Invader, then it would bear g sty
. ,_looking into” | N e
™ FBI officials deny any involvement:
in King's death. “The FBI did an ex- -
cellent job in the investigation,” Jen- ~——
sen said. “There are still a lot of theo-
%' ries, but no new evidence...”
«  However, former FBI agent Arthur . -
Murlagh said that Hoover’s relentless., - .
. surveillance of King influenced the L
way individual agents approached the * - '
. murder. For a time Murtagh directed. " -
" the bureau’s intclligence unit in Atlan- . - -
My " ta which tapped the civil rights leader's - .’
e * telephones and bugged his rooms. ‘The—e . .
T = yureuu under Hoover belioved that .°
: King was a foreign Communist aged® . FT 4. L
i he said. “He was the enemy. In this * M
ey sort of. atmosphere, the bureau’s inves- - © . .
‘tigating Kin«'e murder was like the = .
CIA investigating the assassination o -,
‘ ! a Russian oremier.” .
. : . ' Murlagh said that some agents were B A3
G oaw P i wecstatic” afler King was shot. “When R
IO i King was shot, an agent I knew in At- . '
" ' ' lanta went on a 30-mirule nigh. We .
were in ‘he burcau’s parkiag lot when
s i - the news came and this Jellow kept
e T e . | saying, “They got Zorro [King's code
¢! L ‘ namgp] s they got Zorro. They fi-
nally gol that son of a bitch. ® * -
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