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This case pertains to the assassination of Dr.. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and preseptly is in local confinement. 
Attached is a copy of a UPI Wire Service article dated 2/14/76, which states as follows:.  	. 

__:.....,, "Garden City, N.Y. (UPI) -- The top law enforcement 1  .%1 official in Memphis, Tennessee, removed a detective 	. assigned to protect Martin Luther King hours before . .....,.....".... the Civil Rights leader was assassinated in 1968, Newsday reported Saturday. 
In a copyrighted story in its Sunday edition, the Long Island newspaper said Ed Redditt, the city . . detective guarding King, was pulled from his post 1 ;/"i• i' ' %.. 

and told there was a plot to kill him. ' 	.. /- ;./‘-, ' (.  The Memphis Public SafetY'Director did notREC 67 replace Redditt after taking him off the assignment, • -.' and allowed the detective to return to work tn-rue ----- -0w=o days after King was shot to death at the Lorraine- Motel   Newsday said. 	 , 	 7 MAR 5 1976 It also said Redditt 'had prepared a contingency plan to enable the police department to appretrOM1'711--  '-....-...... . assassin should an attempt be made on King's life.' 'After Redditt was removed from duty, he was told at a meeting in police headquarters that the U. S. Secret Service had learned of a 'contract' on his life,' • Newsday said. 
'Redditt protested, saying he wanted to return to _his post, but the city's then Public Safety ......„..../ i 	Dfrector,_Frank_Holloman t_insisted on the officer's removal, the newspaper said. ' 	

, \ 
'Enroute home with his police guard, Redditt 1.00.0it  heard over the radio that King had been shot by an ..4. assassin,' the story said. 
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'Three days later, the round-the-clock guard 
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed 
td"-Yeturn to work. The police department never 
offered any further explanation of the 'contract' 
on his life,' Newsday said. The story also said Holloman acknowledged the report of a threat on Redditt's life, but refused 
to say who had made the threat. 'Redditt's assassination contingency plan, 
according to sources, called for the entire four-block area around King's Hotel to be sealed off by patrol cars,' the article said.  

Our files at FBIHQ and at our Memphis Office 
contain n6-IifO1-MA-tion-relatiiid-to the information-
contained in this UPI article. On 2/17/76, a copy_of 
this-article was hand±carried to the Civil Rights 
Division (dim), 1.1.S. Department of JtisTice, pointing_o 
we had no prior information relative to this UPI article,' 
and that we were conducting no investigation re the 
information in this UPI article unless specifically 
requested by the Department. To date,__Ro_reqklest. 
has been received_from_the CRD,for any investigation re this 
article. As you are aware, the Department presently has 
our investigation of Dr. King under review. Frank Holloman 
is a retired Special Agent of the FBI. 
ACTION: For information. 
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CA10', EN CITY, N.Y.!  (UPI) — . THE' TOP LAW Ei1FORCEMET O'FFICI AL I.I.!7: e.., 
•, 

.. otEMPHIS ., 7ErN .1 REMOVED A DETECTIVF. AtsIGNED TO PRO;/ECT MARTIN LUTHER .' 
C ItI:-!G P.C.URY: DErOlIE THE-CIVIL RIGHTS , LEADER ;WAS ASSASSINATED:Ih V?:cirt7;.:: -: - 

	

4  NnISDAY REPORTED SATURDAY. • • i. ••'- ..'"".,._,.....".."' ' . - , i' ....-,:•,.• `-
LONG;

'  "7  ._.• 	.7 	'' ••••';'1;:t',. 	A 
I i i t. :OPYRIGITT-r.:D STORY' I?! ITS '521.111DAY 'EDITION, THE 	ISLAND".1-.:. .: -...; 

NEI:SI:P M-EH SAID E.:', REDDITT, TYE CITY DETECTIVE 'GUARDING KING, VAS :-7(L1 1 
PULLED F20", HIS POST AND TOLD IMERE WAS . k.FLOT TO KILL HIMc.,-.-- 1.- .::.1 
-- THE rEVPHIS PUBLIC'SAFETY4 DIRECTOR•DID . NOT REPLACE REDDITT ATM. =..2..fr: 
TANI!,: HIM OFF THE ASSIGNMENT, AND'.ALMED 17.!E DETECtIVE TO RETIJRN TO :'1.: 
WC.:??' Ti- 	DAYS AFTER KING UAS,SHC.•s t IQ. DEATH .AT:.THE LORRAINE nOTEL,L.'.,., •.; -  

	

.NLTSDAY SAID a 	- % . 	- - .-7 •••7 % 	'. ., • • T •'• -•..;''..s. _•••••p. ,.; - :. - • ', . • .. :r- .-1.-,:. -::.--) .1.41-, "...7';f1 , •.',.. -.1;..4i.. i-% ,.,z 
IT t.E.: .. SAID REDDITT 'HAD PREPARED A CONTINGENCY- PLAN 'TO . ENABLE .•:•.''' .•'s 

T!:-.7 POL:r...F DEPAR TEE1':T TO APPREHEND . AN--ASSASSIN SHOULD AN-ATTEMPT DE. .-; ' ---•
I FADE ti!: ::: td!t7' S LIFE.". : - • •••• • •--.....":',':.! t:v..-:-. --?: - ' 7 '-;•-• r- ', a .-:x.i." --,, .:. ' i i''.-:,::: 

wArT:.: I:I:DTITT WAS nEMOVED FRC* .DTITYi. HE WAS TOLD AT A - MEETING IN -:.- 
t,OLIC:' 11:00.1.1ARTENS THAT THE U.S. SECUT--SERVICE HAD LEARNED .OF. A -. 	=' -' ,,,, 
.' CONTI:ACT' ON. NIS LIFEI•  NF.WSDAY 'SAID. ',":..... • :•.' '. ' 7 . •-r ;1. '■ :‘' T  '•:.' i.." -.. ' ' -.. ' ' t•'' •- ••1•:;# . ■ - 7 . t '.1.  

"RFD.':117 PROnSTED, SAYING HE V1ANTED TO RETURN TO PIS POST".  SUnt,; ,  ... 71 j 
THE CiTV.i THLT PUBLIC EAFETY DIRECTOR,.FRANKTOLLOMANONSIS:;..D. ORY':,'-tv,n 
THE OFFI C.:70 S REMOVAL ," THE NEWSPAPER SAID.' ...• - ...... ,--+''. :.4.-"• 4 i'.=;-  ..- 41,:?':;.-!‘' 4ri * 

"EN RC iTE HOME:WITH HI::47iOLICE GUARDi.:REDDITZ HEARD OVM.  TiiE RAMO' 
THAT KIN`'- HAD PEEN SHOT BY :AN 4A:SASSIN,". THE STORY -  SAID.-".',' -.-,- •: - • -..-4'1!••.:,•..-  ;._ 

"Tnr. DAys LATER , .TKE ROUND THE CLOCK GUARD VATCHING RE.'DITT WAS: • " 
REflOVED t - ;D HE WAS -AL 	TO RETURN'TO WORK. THE POLICE -DEPAP.TVENT • ' -- 
NEVFR OF1 :-:FED ANY FURTHER EXPLANATION.:0F,THE !CONTRACT, , ON14.15 L.17E11, : 
NEW-DAY :'...ID. -..-•: ' - 1'4,,  :•••.:' ::!:.... • • .!! 4::- -- -••‘' ,"• : "' 	, 	.1:•;• :.. • 	: !..4,F;,.....;,...- .. • 	':•.-%I.  '-.4 . 

.:HE. STX1Y ALSO SAID HOLLOFAN Ac0C4tiLEsin TACREPORT. or A ITREAT..7,:.-  ., 
or REDDI TT' S LIFE, BUT REFUSED. TO SAY, WHO PAD .MADE THE MEAT. .'.!' • -, - ' :-.", 1 

	

	"RFDDI-T'S ASSASSINATION CONTIVGE.NCY PLAN, ACCORDING TO 'SOURCES,:.' . 
; • CALLED rol THE ENTIRE FOUR BLOCX AREA • AROUND KING'S; HOTEL- .  TO. BE ,..'.7:. ,[ ' 

1  SEALED OF7 ey PAIRoL CARS )",  THE.,ApTCLE-sAID. ":7:'4--'411g4!.,!:',-;:..;Y 
. 	UPI 02-14 09:59 PES .:,::-:;:;,:.:f:...:7 11-',,.......ii::2V. ,- 
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