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4 ‘By Les Payne | e wogooor o oo doeurity for King and his staff in the Lorraine Motel _
” Copyright 1976, Newsday Inc. Lot RT ' were seen leaving the motel—for unexplained .

- " Hours before the Rev, Marlin H&?o:a:,m Jr. Sva, g-Feasons-—just ca__muo 6 M, minules before King was i
4+ killed tn Memphis in 1068, tho cily’s fofi law-cnforea shot. Although King himself never agreed to have the
449 ment ollicinl, In tho presence of men he dentificd as Invaders stand guard, some of his aides had agreed (o {
-federal agenls, removed one of two detectives assigned: heir presence. One of the Invaders standing guard |
" to walch the civil rights leader from his post. Authori: y W28 an undercover Memphis police detective who pro- |
{ics said the removal was part of an emergency plan | ¥ided information for tho police and the FRI. i
“{o protect the delective’s life. =~ <, _ After Reddit wag removed from duty, he was told
% Ed Redditt, the detective whio® was' removed from " at a meeting in police headquar(ers that the U.S. Se- |
1%~ his post, had prepared a contingency plan to enable ) cret Service had learned of a “‘contract” on his life.
.4} 1 the police department {0 apprchend an  assassin @ Reddit prolested, saying, that he wanted lo relurn to |
1 should an altempt be made on King'a life :while ho j-his post, but the city's then-public safety diteclor,
.wns at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The plan, # Frank Holloman, insisted on thwollicer's removal. En
,which was never implemented, involved the sealing off | roule home with a police guard, Redditl heard on the |
Lofa mOC—-V—Oﬂ_ﬁ arca around tho —.H_Opﬂ_._ i ., i X ”.ﬂm.ﬂ radio that Hﬁmbﬁ had been shot —u.% AN Assassin, ) ._.m
204 ; Polica did, not assign a replacement for Redditti§ . Three days later, the round-the-clock guard watch- -
by | But they did leava the detoctive’s partner on duty. | w Ing Redditt was removed and be' was allowed to re-
ittt Trom inlerviews and published stories, Newsday,, turn” to work. Tho police deparlinent never offered
7% has learned that Redditt and W's partner; both mem-iji any further expalnntion of the “contract” on his life.
bers of the Memphis police intelligence wnit, watched i About a week belore King was killed, sources said,
King and his staffers at the Lorraine through binocu-; I'BI informers had told the Memphis Police Depart-
f - lars from the fire slation across the street, The ?.c..w. ment that Reddilt had shown some sympnthy for
1 . man unit earlier had provided security for King and i King's cause - by  encouraging striking garbage
| - his partly, and they continued to keep ' the palice de: | Workers—<who were being supported by King's nonvi-
partment informed of their movements’and’ their visi- |- 0lent marches—to stay away from work, Reddilt’s
~lors, Redditt and his partner, W. B.' Richmond, whe | :partner on the King survaillance t2am was considered |
are both black, had withdrawn from whit would have [ more loyal to the department, sources-said, The part- !
beeni their normal posilion with the King party be-: mner remained at his post and reportedly was looking
" cause. their presence, following recent riots in Mem- ' at King through binoculars when the civil rights lend-
. phis, had angered young local blacks. ~ p-1 . - ers was ghiot, - ©° Ca oK
I Tha ﬂo:nm 4ﬂ.om..m.- ﬁb;mnﬂ-_ﬂﬂ—.{ concerned about a f.m :The entire Hﬁmm&_.: affair is another in a chain of !
Q“_gnm..m_m.ﬁ:ﬁ-.e_bﬂ# group called the H_._.d-b.nhna.m_ E?Q,. 1 euriolis’ ﬁmﬂgsim_bﬁng surrounding King in the va«a
" though they were friendly with the nonviolent King{:and hours prior (o his assassination. - . ’
and his associates, had led an oulbreak of ' violenc Recent disclosures that the I'BI conducted exten-
"ond leoting a week enrlier. Newsday recently disd.) sive surveillanco of King have prompted several gov-
_elosed ihat some of-tho lenders of (he Invaders were -ernmental inquirica, Tha Senate Intelligence Commit-
« FBI informants and had touched off the violence that | teo said its investigation uncovered no evidence that
W < wag directly respansiblo for King’d return to Memphis | implicated the FBI in King's murder or a cover-up.
iy N il deis o Ap prote . the day before his assassination,? i Sk 4 " Howeveér, the committee chairman, Frank Church (D-
An aarial viow of the assassination scene: : °.' - On April 4, the day King ‘was shot, four armed;: Idnho), has &alled for a federal special proseculor 1o

«+ s <.members of the Invaders, who had becn providing se- 5o Wiy -+ «=Continued on Page 15
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- the U.8. Soeret Service and-tho agent had flown.down -
R to deliver the message to the Memphis police and
»{ © The man identified o¢ tho Sccret Service agent

ST | YA * : P
—Conlinued from Page 7 . B et Y

invesligate the assassination fo resolve “many unan-
swered questions,” incliding whether a bureau “ven-'
detla” agninst King was related to his mugder.Lhe;,.

- e O PR ot 2

Department of Justice i3 teviewing the FBI's file on

King and will soon make -mnci.ﬂcsmazc}a o >2:._.;1

ney General Edward Levi. - i AR BRI IR G
Redditt and the officiala identified by Neowsday's
sotrces as having heen present at the April 4 meeling «
at which Itedditl was told of the “contract” on his life
have refused Lo discuss the meeling. — « 0 5
ITollaman ncknowledged the report of A threat, ©I
did receive a report that there was o Lhreat on Officer,
Tedditt's life. Where it came from, L can’tsay.”: v Lo
Asked aboul the April 4 meeting with. Redditt dn .

the presenco of a man identified by, Holloman as A
1.8, Sceret Service agant and other federal authori-- .
tics, Holloman said haltingly, ... . 1 don't' reeall.
Even if Idid 1 don't think I would say.” . :

An official of the US. Scecret Service said he 2

,...l«

H q{ -

checked (he ngency's tecords and found no indication
that an agent had been sent to Memphis at that lim
At the police headqguarters nicetint, Holloiman, .
cording lo sources, introduced Radditt to a “Sacret : ety ; ; % R S
Service agent down from Washinglon, D.C.” a mon ' f : | : 7]
ahout six feet tall and weighing about 220 pounds., A
Mississippi highway patrolman, Hollomdn.said, had .
overheard someone threatening to-go to Memphis {o |
kill Redditt. The threat aflegedly. had been relayed to,
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verified Holloman’s account,’ gources said.’ Also
present; according 1o sources, were the Memphis_po-.
lice chief, an FBI liaison agent, two military intellig- DRI R A I RO : L
ence officers, an official frum tize sherifl's office, a Na' Redditt prolested that he wanted to return-{o hid,

tionnl Gunard official and n’ represéntative “of the * "post, the sources gaid, but he was ordered not to.do o, out futther explanation. . .7
Tenncssee stale highway patrol, #0070 LA it Y [

i o ! 7 Reddill’s assassinalion nc:m:nm._._nu‘, play, accord-
The Memphis police chief at the time,"'James C.
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on the third .mnm. a mm.s%._m., he m.aE»@mi to work with- i
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‘ + ing to ‘sourced, called for the entire four-hlock area
¢ + around King
Juvenile Court, could not be reached by telephone de-- i

s molel to be seale off by patrol cars if
spitc numerous altempts. In reply to a Jottod request- T Jaw, Who was living in his home, woe 11l and ¢ould not_ mcm.zw

“m_.mo_;aa_w: told, him ho would be provided with 24-hour !
MacDonald, now the chisf administrtor of thé' ¢lty's { protection at a local botel, under an assumed name. , “pyoind King
\ Redditt tefused the holel offer becauée his mother-iri- * gomeone tried to kill King. All streets were to be
; watched in cdse of an assassinalion atlempt. -
edditt is'known to believe thal if his plan had been A

ing information about the Reddite affair, MacDonald | be nioved. Hdljoman insisted that a 24-hour u.o:nm i
wrote: “I have been out of law enforcement for seven guard be posted at Redditt's-homeé. . ! :

| years. I have no comment to make % For Ea.—imaem.hozai:n.:5 wrwp%.m:nmn:. Red-.
| letler...” .. - N e igentos W0 S .:w,n;w.rm#am to _ﬁ:mu_.a work: Jach Yequest waa denied.:
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} suuluDeEs ot ‘the invaders, who had been providing se-

sy U % 0 offect it would have been impossible for a lone as- -

sassin, shooting from the suspected flophouse across !
the street, to have nmn%&. t
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