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The FBI continues fo turn up in

unexplained circumstances surrounding
the assassination of Martin Luther
King,
Newsday has learned thai FBI in-
formants actively participated in the
rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew
the Rev. Dr. King back to the eity
where he was killed.

Several FBI informants and at least
one undercover agent for the Memphis
Police Depariment were amaong the
most active members of a voung, vio-
ence-prone biack group which openly
opposed King’s peaceiul march sup-
porting the city's sanitation workera.

According fo some witnesses, the
100-member group called the Invaders
led the March 23 ricts which attempted
to discredit Kin g’ s efiorts. Following
the riot, in which one vouth was killed,
scores injured and 238 arrested, King
vowed that he would return to prove
that he still could lead a nonviolent de-
monstation.

“Dr. King would never have re-
turned to Memphis if the violence had
., not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse
-dackson, who was one of King's aides

in the Scuthern Christian TLeadership
(Conference. “We never intendzd to get
bogged dewn in Memphis.”

The Invaders created major disrup-
tions among local blacks supporting
King, according to his aides. They crit-
icized King for his nonviolent ap-
proach and urged local blacks to “burn,
baby, bum.” On April 4, the day King
was killed, the groups met with him
and his slalf and threatened renewed
vialence unless they wers given 3730
000 to redevelop their community.
“They just got louder and louder,” one
aide who was al the meeting recalled.
“We told them we didn’t have access ta
that kind of money. We had to put
them out.”

Two sources said BT agenls and

Memphiz policemen admitted that they
had “ponceoid”  the Invaders  with
several inlevmers, Oue of the inform-

ants repoitediy planned & large porlion
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of the group’s vio.ent confrontations.
Police and FBI officials were regularly
provided with detailed information
about the group’s plans, activities and
meetings. “They knew everythine that
went on at Invaders’ meetings,” one
scurce said. “It was as if they had a
tzpe recorder there.” The undercover
Memphis policeman who jsined the In-
vaders was at the scene of the violence
on the day of the riot, several sources
gaid. He is reportediy still a member of
the Memphis force,

“Weston [not the real name of tha
undercover police ageni] was VEery vo-
cal, very acdve,” said a former leader
of the Invaders who has talked to the
policeman sines he was discovered tn
be a member of the force. “He had a
7.62 Russian automalic ri+fle and he
was armed every time we were armed,
He was always suggesting actions that
we should take; I never saw him physi-
cally attack anyone. But he was one of
the mest provocative members of the
Invaders.”

The Invaders, who wore jackets with
their names printed on the backs, wers
organized in late 1967. The vouths
were led mainly by college students at
nearby Memphis S*ate and LeMoyne
Celleges, The Invaders denounced the
nenviclent strategy, but o’lered pro-
tection for King and his staff members.
“They, like other blacks in the country,
were naturally frustrated by the slow
pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah
Williams, Atlanta SCLC directer. “We
usually put them to work as parade
marshals or security gusrds. They
would never have hurt Dr. King. But
those who infiltrated our groups, and
we could mever identify them, tvied to
exploit the voungsters' frustrations and
neglect and turn them against us.”

The FEI and Memphis police veri-
fied recently that they had infermants
among ihe Invaders in 1968, However,
Henry Lux, who was the assistont po-
lice chinf in Menphis, downplaved the
group’s role in the March 28 vinjence.
Habert G. Jengen, who was the FRI
agent in charge at the ime, said, “I
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wouldn't be surprized if we had inform-
ers in the group, I'm sure there was ad-
equate coverage of the Invaders.”

It is relinbly reported that the bu-
reau an Alemphis polize shared intel-
ligence aboul the Invaders.

In addition to beng invelved with
ihe March 28 viclence, the Memphis
police undercover azent was providing
security for King at the Lorraine NMotel
on the dayv he was aszassinated, accord-
ing to knewledgeable sources. The offi-
cer was a member of the Invaders'
four-man szeurity force that had
azreed o provide prolection for King
while he was in Memphis.

There have been a ser’es of disclo-
sures recently conesrning covert FBI
activities against Kinz, This has led to
a Depaviment of Justice investisation.
The inguiry started after the =enate
Intf‘lllgenco Committee dizcovered an
FBI memovandum, dated Marsh 23,
1589, which detailed a plan to porteay

Kinz as a hvpocrite for staving at a-

white-owned motel—the Rivermont
Heliday Inm—where he fled after the
violence erupted. The Justice Depart-
ment investigated to see if the memo
had anything to do with King's return
to the black-owned Lorraine Motel,
where he was killed. They found no ev-
ide«nce linking the FBI to a plot {o
have King return to the Lorrains mo-
tel. However, New=day has lsarned
that the Invaders heatedly discussed
King's stay at the white motel among
themselves—scme {lueatening violence
over the issue,

A source at the Justice Department
told Newsday that the FBI memo was
part of then FBI Direcior J, Edgar
Hoover’s Counter-Intelligence Program
(Cointelpro) against “Black National-
‘ist-Hate Groups.” The plan, outlined in
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an FBI Domestic Intelliovence Dividon
memo, was put into effect Mareh 4, ane
month before King was killed. It was
desizned to “provent the rise of a ‘ines-
siah’ who could unify . . . the militant
black nationalist movement.” An aver-
all goal of Hoover's pian was to “dis-
crodit" black leaders and their move-
ment among both blacks and whites.

The violence at Memphis, porhaps
more than anvthinz else, began to er-
ode King's eredibility among moderate
blacks., King and his group were nre-
paring to lead a nonviclent “Poar Peo-
ples’ March™ on Washington later that
month. After the Memzhis riots some
national black leaders attacked King
for the violence. On the day before he
was killed, NAACP leader Roy Wilk-
irs attacked King in a story printed in
the Memphis Press-Scimitar. Wilkins
said he doubted that King eould keep
the Washington march nenviolent: “If
a maverick of the rear ranks of the
march decides to throw a brick through
a window, there’s nothing Dr. King up
front can do to stop it.”

Jensen, who was in chargze of the
FBI in Memphis, said that the “uiti-
mate decisions [for Cointelpro| were
made in Washington D.(". and then
they came to the fleld oifice.” He de-
nied that his office ever reccived the
hotel memo. “I have no recollection of
a memorandum dated March 287 he
said. “If it was an intra-oifice memo 1
wouldn’t have geen it anywav. 1t ‘would
have come to us @s general instrue-
tions.” !

The Senate Intelligence (Committes
said that it uncovered ne evidence that
the I'BI was mmplicated in King'y mur-
der or any cover-up. The committee
chairman, I rank Church D-Iiiaho).
has reportedly called for a federal spe-

cial prosecutor to investigate the assas-

'»..&' ‘;hh"f

-a"r'”‘,ﬂf"‘ﬁ =T B8 . b

3.1 -\,.’x.-

. Pl -
"‘\ﬂr k \ O Y i "\:

1 | .

"‘ J‘ w -.;Lﬁ‘-n‘i

‘-d-

sinntion to resolve “many unanswered
questions,” including whether the bu-
reau “vendetta” against King was re-
lated to his murder in Memph's,

Some of King's sialf members over
the vears, have charged that the Tnvad-
ets were responsible for the riots which
indirectly led, they say, to King's death
in Memphis.

“The violence was definitely respon-
sible for Martin's being in Memphis
pit April 4th,” said Cong. Andiew
Young (D-Ga.). “The Invaders them-
selves have taken responsibility for the
violence, Now if the FBI was involved
with the Invader, then it would b=ar
looking into.”

T'BI officials deny any involvement
in King’s death. “The FBI did an ex-
cellent job in.the investigation,” Jen-
sen #aid. “There are still a lot of tho-
rics, but no new evidenca. .. .”

However, former FBI agent Arthur
Murtagh said that Heover's relentless
surveillance of King influened the way
individual agents approached the mur-
der. For a time Murtagh directod the
bureau’s intelligence unitin Atlanta
which tapped the civil rights leaders
telephones and bugged his rooms. “I'he
bureau under Hoover balieved lhat
Kingz was a foreign Communist ageng,”
ha =aid. ‘He was the enemv. In this
sort of atmosphere, the bureau's invoes-
tigating Kin g’s murder was like the
CIA investigaling the assassination of
a Hussian premier.”

Murtagh said that some agents were
“gestatic” after King was shot, “When
King was shot, an agent I knew in ' '-
lanta went on a 30-minute hivh. Wa
were in the bureau's parking lot when
the news came and this fellow kept
saving, ‘They got Zerro [King's coda
name] . . . they got Zorrow. They ii-
nally got that son of a bitch.”



