
3/20/77 
Dear Les, 

You non-person you! 

I've gone through the FBI HQ *lipping file on the  in  ease. 
lieu are there by denial and omission, not in person. 
Not only are your stories not there, the UPI copy on the 2/14 one is missing but said to be attached to a note to an old friend of yours, phone-pal Murphy. 
There is a fri-State Defender atricle based on as interview with -obey Smith, who has a good state job now. He says your story is partly inaccurate. ,t boils down to there was not neether any shouting match 3/25. They were just in their own quiet, aarefully—reasoned say trying to make the stupid old folk see things as they were. All $750,000 worth. 

There are two small pieces of wire copy included but I oan0t reau them they copy is that bad. I've made copies and when someone with better eyes is here I'll see if you did slip in by indirection. 
Today's WiStar has a David Lifton,-Jeff Cohen story by O'Leary. heat New Times by a day. Their sea►  Times story is due tomorrow and they've beemAs000ped. On their oen, and they had to go to all the trouble to make it up, too. I'll probably set both if You want them. 

It is the Jerry was Raoul line. 
by coincidence JB called_me tonight. he api,:eare riot to have known the story was in the Star or coming in New Times. He was wondering what the eoopp on the committee is. 

I would not callify him as one of Kershaw's mat admirers. be nut is quietly, though, saying he had known K for years and years and would not consider hini  the man for the job of representing Jimmy. 
He did not tall me that he and Kershaw are associated in 4erry's suit against McMillan et al. I didn't tell him I knew. Why hassle for nothing? 



 

 
1
.1

 	
; 't°g

/T
 

 

 

E
x-P

olicem
an's Testim

ony P
oses .. 

 

 

 

 

 

•-• 
• 

 

 

 

 

boil 
A

n ex-pollee detectiV
e as-

signed to guard M
artin L

u-
ther K

ing.says he w
as pulled 

off the security detail' only 
hours before K

ing vbt m
ur- 

d
ered

 an
d
 o

rd
ered

 	
stay 

hom
e for three days because 

a "hit m
an" w

as gunning for 
him

. 
E

d R
edditt, form

er .detective: 
w

ith, the M
em

phis police forde; 
also revealed that w

hen police 
o
fficials learn

ed
 

of 
death 

th
reats ag

ain
st D

r.. K
in

g
, in

-
stead

 o
f b

eefin
g
,, u

p
 secu

rity
 

they incredibly. M
ashed it from

 
10 m

en to tw
o. 

E
v
en

 m
o
re u

n
lIeliev

ab
ly

, 
w

h
en

 K
in

g
 w

as assassin
ated

 
b
y
 a sn

ip
er's slu

g
 o

n
 A

p
ril 4

, 
1968, both policem

en assigned 
to

 g
u
ard

 n
u
n
 W

ere n
o
t at th

e 
scene,. said

-R
edditt. 

"W
h
en

 D
r. K

in
g
 w

as m
u
r-

dered I w
as m

iles aw
ay —

 and 
tare o

n
ly

 o
th

er o
fficer o

n
 th

e 
detail w

ith m
e that day (W

.B
. 

R
ichm

ond) w
as 'm

issing from
 

the scene. 
"M

akes you w
onder, doesn't 

it?" R
ed

d
ltt said

. 
R

ed
d
itt said

 h
o
u
rs b

efo
re 

K
in

g
 w

as slain
 h

e w
as called

 
to

 th
e o

ffice. o
f F

ran
k
 H

o
llo

-
m

a
n
, th

e
n
 d

ire
c
to

r o
f th

e
 

M
em

p
h
is p

o
lice an

d
 fire d

e-
p
artm

en
ts, an

d
 in

tro
d
u
ced

 to
 

a m
an identified by H

ollom
an 

as a "S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
t." 

T
he m

an told R
edditt he had 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

at a "h
it m

an
" 

from
 S

t. L
ouis had been given 

a "co
n
tract" to

 k
ill R

ed
d
ltt. 

"T
he w

hole thing just didn't 
m

ak
e S

en
se," R

ed
d
itt: said

. 
"W

hat the,beli d
id

 th
e S

ecret 
S

eM
ee care: a

b
o
u
t a

 
black 

police officer? T
hey're suppos-

ed to protect the P
resident and 

V
IC

T
IM

: N
e
ith

e
r o

f M
ar-

tin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
's p

o
lice 

g
u
ard

s w
as 01 scen

e w
h
en

 
h
e w

as 'k
illed

 b
y
 sn

ip
er. 

V
ice-P

resident, not cops . . ." 
D

esp
ite h

is p
retests to

 H
o
l-

lom
an that he had a job to do, 

p
ro

tectin
g
 D

r. K
in

g
, R

ed
d
ltt 

w
as. ordered to go hom

e —
 and 

H
ollom

an called in tw
o burly 

p
o
lice o

fficers to
 esco

rt h
im

 
th

ere an
d
 stan

d
 g

u
ard

 o
v
er 

him
-. 

"It w
a
s a

s if th
e
 g

u
a
rd

s 
w

ere trying to keep m
e in the 

h
o
u
se

, ra
th

e
r th

a
n
 p

ro
te

c
t 

m
e," R

edditt rem
em

bered. 
T

hat evening, at '6:01 p.m
., 

as D
r. K

ing stood chatting on 
the outdoor balcony of his sec-
ond-floor m

otel room
 w

ith his  

associates, a single Ili ie. ballet 
snuffed out his life. 
-T

hree days after the 
R

ed
d
itt w

as released
 fro

m
 

protective custody. 
"N

ot another w
ord w

as said 
allo

t a k
iller lo

o
k
in

g
 ter m

e," 
he told T

he E
N

Q
U

IR
E

R
. "T

he 
w

hole thing w
as dropped, like 

ik,pever happened." 
Patkolm

an 
R

ichroond, . w
ho 

is also black; - has stated pub-
licly

 th
at , h

e w
asn

't o
h
 th

e 
scene w

hen D
r. icing w

as gun-
ned dow

n. H
e refused to dis-

cuss the 
situ

atio
n
 w

ith
 T

h
e 

E
N

Q
U

IR
E

R
. 

F
orm

er P
olice C

hief R
ollo-

m
an w

as also reluctant to dis-
cuss the strange circum

stances 
surrounding D

r. K
ing's assas-

sin
atio

n
, b

u
t h

e said
: "I can

 
assu

re y
o
u
 th

e d
eath

 T
h
reat 

against D
etective R

edditt w
as 

v
ery

 real." 
H

o
w

ev
er, a S

ecret S
erv

ice 
spokesm

an, Jack W
arner,: de-

nied any S
ecret S

ervice agent 

E
d

 R
e
d

d
itt 	

F
ra

n
k
 H

a
m

m
o

n
 

had w
arned R

eddltt of a death 
th

reat ag
ain

st h
im

. 
"T

h
at's ab

so
lu

tely
 b

izarre!" 
he said, adding, "and definite-
ly untrue." 

R
ichard F

eeney, assistant to 
the chief counsel of the H

ouse 
S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassi-
nations, w

hich is reopening the 
probe into D

r, K
ing's assassi-

n
atio

n
, to

ld
 th

e E
N

Q
U

IR
E

R
 

th
at 

M
em

phis police records 
confirm

 R
edditt's, story. H

e 
said neither R

eddltt nor R
ich-

m
ond w

as on the scene w
hen 

D
r. K

in
g
 w

as slain
, an

d
 th

at 
R

edditthad been ordered to go  

to
 h

is litim
elh

ertly
b
efo

re th
e-,
 

m
u
rd

er,- an
d
 w

as k
ep

t th
ere ". 

under guard three nays, 
R

edditt explained -ithat 
he 

never told. his story 
before 

ause "officials had already 
m

ade-  u
p
 th

e
ir m

in
d
s th

a
t 

JaM
es E

arl R
ay w

as the lone 
g
u
n
m

an
 -th

at th
ere *

as n
o
 

co
n
sp

iracy
 to

 k
ill D

r. K
in

g
. 

O
nce that decision w

as m
ade, 

m
y
 sto

ry
 w

as to
tally

 irrele-
v
an

t." 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 	Assistant Attorney General 

	
DATE 
	

2/17/76 
Civil Rights Division 	

ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY 
FROM : Director, FBI 

SUBJECT ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Reference is made to 	  memorandum dated 	  

(your file 	  

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent 	  

dated  	at 	  

A. E This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 

a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. fl The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 

reports as they are received. 

C. The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. 7 Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. I Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F.i: This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. [T  This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. 

H. 71  This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

111111,...114 

Enc. 
1 	SEE NOTE PAGE TWO... 



NOTE: Attached is a copy of a UPI Wire Service article 
dated 2/14/76. Our files at FBI Headquarters, 

Washington, D. C., and at our Memphis Office contain no 
information relative to this reported threat against 
Ed Redditt. No further investigation is being conducted 
concerning this UPI article unless specifically requested 
by the Department. 
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