June 18, ;969

Heving heerd nothing from your op your secretary about what of
my files you obsainsd from Diek Gallen, I send you Beregith a copy of those
Parts releting to CBHS, It 1, possible one or two letters a7 missing, Thepe
Yere phone somversetions of whieh I 28 found no notes. I believs some records
oxist dut £ have not yot found them, i sn Feorgenizing my files smd wily send

The 9/25/67 letter sddreseed "Dosr Dick" was 4o Gallen, I¢ 14sys
"hat I thbn sent him. What I sead you 1s more somplets. The John I rofer to heve
iz John &tm._ the egent, I never heard fwom Diok about this. Be amd Sohn engd

from me snd my work, In the discussion, Diok sesmed o think there might »
¥hat he eslled ¢ "eontract” suis,

gotten some interest from Columbia Pletuyes, Perhaps 1t begen sooner md I spoke
%o them $n m yyen later, whiokh 1s probable, Anywsy, this Progressed to the

point where I wes introduced $o those who Wwould have beenm $he lawyers 1n the
packege (Diok wae kept up to dete on $his and had a slight correspondemes of

Bis own, I think, as ds4 Sterr) whem I was to Californis, towerd the end of 1967,
I lmow nothing sbout the law, but it is By impression thet thess people had

done some ressarch and were of the opinion there wee enough for o suit g nat
CE for the mitinillion dollar value of those four hours of prime TV time,

The first of ¢he 0ms fles, stapled together, reletes 4» my original
Spproach to CBS, Palmer villiems ¥as then executive producer of o nevs (sinee
shunted slsewihere, for I Bpoke %o him lster when I was 4nm RYC). He surprised me
by interrupting nis previewing of s "specisl” on the poliee and ¢he rights of
the aceused, then being skown on his offies elossd-eiroutt TV, %o spesk ¢ me,
ond this lasted for sn hour or 80; into the supper hour. I propesed %o him what
CBS lster 414, exmetly that, with thie exception :ope ¥or dishonest, After he
resd the 1imitedesditsion of WHITERASH, he phoned me, sgain g surprise, doing i
himself rather thm having an updsriing de 1%, esking $¢ he could holg it longer
becsuse he wented hig essistont, les Hidgeley, to read %, I agreed. He sxpres-
80d a high opinten af the work, eellinmg 1% "faseinating®, es I recall, Midgeley
*ao the exseutive producer of th "spocisl”, I wes quite exeited when L 19p¢
Willisms, as I am confident the friemds with whom I steyed i New York will
racall, The husdend is experienced {a TV snd movies, I told Williams I thought
that, before the commereisl eppesrsnce of any serious attecks on the Warren
Repert CBS would not & gutey enough o ploneer, but thet &t soms point there
would have to De an anelysis, which ¥ propesed is the forms¥ of the book, es cns
¥es later to do 1%, Mhen I approsched Willlem- snd CBS It was %o snd a hels
yeers after issusnes of the Warrem Report enmd 1% had not on s own hod this
fdea or done snything with 16, Y 444 the work and I hed the ides, I% wae in June

of the following yemr $het they presented thets shows,



In those @sys I tried to meke & memo on everyone I saw e ceuse I
planned & besk on the unpublishadility of the subject. I em ecofifident I made
8% 1oast one on my Willisms inverview, but I have not founa it. I @id find the
recoipt he gave me for the book Mareh 28, 1968. 4 photoeopy of it i3 on the

semé sheet =8 my motes of my sarlier attempts %o ioterest CBS, through a
produeer who hed been ijterested in my work when he was with the CBHS Philaw
delphia affiliete, the man wlo ultimstely Girected me to Williams,

The other letters meflect his esll snd Midggley's having had the
book. The ledter dated May 1 was in anticipation of the genmersl sdition of the
book on May 9, 1088, There was so meny to write I wrote them in advance,
dating some end not dating most, This letter alss reflects vhat I hed earlier
suggested and what, $o the dest of my knowledge, hed not by then even deon
done on TV, present evidemecs, es in sn officisl proceeding. It, perbaps dy
coincidence, also focuses UBS & tention or thet part of my work they were
later tc emphasize in the "specisls”, By coincidence I mesn they may well have
done this without regard to my work, but they did emphesize precisely %thst
whieh I here called to thekw attention., 4nd I do net reesll eny of the evid ence
on this that I did not copyright.

(When Midgeley said "our present schedules prevenis us from doing s
program besed on your book™ end returnsd it, I sent 1t back with the self-
explanstory Jume 14 letter, seying the time would come, ete., and sgain, the
sdded content of this letter coineides with what they later did air, including
the emphesis, Jidgley never sngwered, kept the bock. I hed a reply frem
Willisme® secretary and om July 17 somebody st GBS msidéd me some papers not
the book, for the envelope is th wrong size for tha#,

The second group of papers desls with comtacte with Robert Richter,
s CBS producer who worked on the speclsls end who looked me up and asked for
hekp. Actually, CBS was incompetent. They could not evem leeate in the National
Archives whet I hed published emd they spught to get theresfter, All they had %o
do was use my footnotes in 2 request for the files snd they¥would heve gotten
what I dug up end used., When $hey asked for it, I geve them thisrmateris) with
the stipulstion they would eredit the source, meaning the book, not me as a
person (a2t that time I hed three books out ond the fourth in the works), Richter
phoned me and said they wou,d de this, Now they copied whet I aid so faithfully
that what I hed written and published end couldn't do for myself - getting
Bi1ly Lovelady to wear the shirt he wore &t the moment of the assassinst{on and
compare that with e picture of the assassinetion taken by James Altgens showing
a man whe uay have been “ocvelady but who also looked like Oswald en e Pirst
ﬁ.eox-,,- they sctually went to Dalles end 4id thet. An uwnelear copy of four plus
color frames is attached, The men with his back to the camers is Richter. My
souree is confidential tut I will disclose it to you if you desire. These copies
of the CBS duplicetion of my work are CBS copies. Richter, I understend, wes
qaite disgusted et the finmished product and ultimetely left CBES. He vhoned me
before the shows were sired to tell me I would mot like them but Ze thought they
might, on belsmee, help develop the truth, the implicstion being » cause they
wore so obviously and incredibly partisasn, so oxcessively syeophemtie. Although
Richter did phone %o say they were using my material, with proper eredit, they
dié not. In faet, they never once atiributed amy of my meterisl to me. The closens
they came wes in referring to "one ori$ic®, me ning me,

The next group of papers is the correspondemre with CBS after airirg
of the shows ssking for feirmess-doctrine time for promr response., In it there
ie reference to my belief thet they mede improper use of my copyrighted material,
Since then the fairness doetrine has been affirmed by the Supreme Court, and X



wonder about making that request agein, now, becesuse the Supreme Court has
acted as i% did.

: With all of this, this history of CES Eoowledge of me, my work
end its contemt which they used without permission or credit, dhich, ss an
open aphdogist, they undertook {unswecessfully) to refute, they use my eompe-
titors, those whawwork sppesred later and duplicated mine, mskting repeeted
referance to them, but not once mentioning my work or me by name, not once
meking ettridution. However, in a montage at the dsgimning of the show, theéy
included st least one of my books, for they did have ell of them, nmultiple
coples of each.

After I got coples of the transeripts (CBS @id not at first provide
them snd I had $o get them by roundsdout means), I prepsred an enslysis, of
which I semt Disk (possibly John Starr also) a copys I think it wmuld be
foaﬂ if your secretery esn obtsin these thirgs, for copying them is expensive.
ohn elsc has copies of tls CES correspondence for which he has mo need snd we de.
His phone is 421-3266. When I wes lsst in New York he was temporsrily at 421-7440.

Midgley shortly sfter these shows married Presifent Yohnsont's adviser
on consumer affairs, joiming the White Houss Kitchen Cabinet, so to speak, His
show was disgracefully emd disgusiingly obviously wrong in i®s pretended faet,
in its misrepresgntation and distortion efdd stweight-out lyiamg sbout fsct. In
sny pmcoeding,% one before the FCC up, they would be encrmously smberrassed.
Their refusal of fairmess-doctrine time, sside from other remsons thst may be
impdrtent to them, must inelude their kmowledge thet no CBS reputetiome would
survive 1%, 1 have soms of whet they suppressed from the so-esliled experiments
they condueted, Theyprovedy for exemple, that the shooting sttriduted o
Oswedd wes an impossibility, that mest of the time the weapon wouldn't work, elce,
and sinply lied about 1{.They proved one btullet could not peretrete four parts
of the bod ies of three men and lied about thatp toc.

Their timing- it jJust happened to exeetly coincide with s mimilsr
videovwhitewash by NBC end the longest series of articles the Associated Press
ever did - was to elobber Gerrison snd pull the teeth of those criticizing
the Warren Report. All bsgen in & single week, and st least two hed beem sixz
months in the prepsration, OBS and AP. I think s new request for fairness~
dogtrine time should now be made, particularly if there is to bs sn effort
mede to heve them do scmething sbout ths use of my meterisl in the most
expensive TV speciels in history, for which I got nothing. I would appreciate
hearing from you abeut this. _

If there is any deficicncy in whet L have sent you, please let me
know so 1 cen underteke to reetify it, I have returned to writing end find it
difficult to shift cencentration from it. Ehe desper in I get the nore diffieul$
it iss I st1ll hsve not heard from Beir. I twied %o resch him yesterdey and got
ths messsge he had gobten my message and the request thet I eall zgein later
today, This may be & little stieky on Saga’s pert, for their lawyer, frou in-
ecunclusive wording in 8 letter he finslly sent me, seems to have cherged his
elient for thet with which 1 have boen improperly charged and Bair does smfxisx
give and has given signs of restoring. Bectuse I nsed this so urgently I em
being esreful end patient, end + have no desire to mske the %trouble he has
esrned for Sags’s ecounsel.

tiacerely,

Harold Weisberg



