Dear Dottie and Oskar,

When we got your pre-Orhristmas card, we'd hoped o hear frem you agnin, for
i t led us to believe you were still travelling, the bliss Juggling the stardust,
while Oskar prepared his lectures on operatic volces of the 20= and 30s (which
would have interested me, for in those day I was the opera buff k4l now 1s) and
hls counentary on recomiing techniques (how I wish i had services 1ike his far
sone of tho measures I've had to takel).

That card had no roturn address. However, I kept the note you gave me before
you left, and I hope ihe address is the sams or that meil is forwardod there hot-
ter than it is here if you sre still ireipaicg around, o I have a special neesd
in writing you. Heanwhile, I roport that things are unchanged with us, save thet
we fecl the yesrs and the weight of the recent years more. The bosk you knew as

COUP D'ETAT was reducsd to the part dealing .ith the King assassino¥ion only,
published by . new suall publisher (all the large srtes foaved and again wy agent
gave up) who has succesded ia the impessidle, azranging no zingle promo of any
kind and frustrating the obvious ones, Don't ask me o siplain it, ut on oy
previous trip to LIC I'd lined up five sppearances for @y return, each recuiving
& week or more novice, With & month in which to do i%, he succesdod in not sob-
ting any ons! Ho rojocted any press conference on publication, when Porcy Fore-
men fled a TV gtudio rather than confront me he refused +o phons the papers (I
had to stay and do th: show and couldn't). I mecan, with jour long experience
with the spontencous ad the deliberate methods by which s book san be kflled
without iatending mumisr, you've nover seen such stufs, Beanwhilo, with =«
second printing required in the first month WITHOUT his arranging any oromos
(young friends and I d4d a few), I awalt tho secend part of my ".dvence® due
more than 3 wonths sgo. Does it sound familis:?

Thers is an imveliate purpose in this lztter, Having gotten to HYC a-ain
I was able to talk to the lawyer to whom I'd spoken about zedion ageinst your
eld friends Dell and Heredith and the situvation I asswuc you recsll. With
rospeet to the latfer, whers there is sn opon-and-shut broach of contract in
the anthology for which I %o this dete h vo niver bem pald for what I agrecd
for them %o use, there rouains $helr upe of what thay 4idn't cven ask for, and
that In.z way duziomed to defame s, Hers what ean be importont is your recol-
1zetion and your apjraisele I bop: you remezbor that I did a amaple taping for
you for a projsctsd talking record of the Bpllogue of WWII, Oace that anthology
reprinted the eniire thing without suthorizetion, what chanse there might have
been endeds 80, whal the lauyer would 1ike is a statement saying that you and I had,
in fact, boon discussing a3 talidns vecord of this Epilogue, that to this end wo had
taped a sample of uy reading 1%, that you wers $0 sez about the poasildlities of
getting it done, and any estimate you think you can honestly make of 4its potontial,
Other things are wnchanged. Our only regulsr incoms is bho pittance il nskes
as a tax consuliant for the fivst quarter. Tha little me huve been able to get of
the Jurge sums of which we've besn cheated havo gone to our debt, which despite
this is but slightly reduced because of the eoat of carrylng 1%, and there is
generally the condinmuing prohlem of mecting each day*s financial needs, There was
a good prospect for this new book (FAME-UP: The Martin Luther “ing/ Jumes Barl Ray
case), as roprint was probable if the sale was goode Now both appear negative. The
media hangup is unchenged, Despite the oppressive of constant weariness, my work hag
continucd, and I'ww vhat in any other era would be the most sonaational official
dmmf_nta in ny poscession. I'm %elldng abous what was withheld from the Warren Com,
t " have, I've sued and beaten IV in federal oourt over some of the suppressions
naturally, not news-anywhore), have other pending and am about %o filc more. If you
ask vhere I get the ensrgy, the answer is I don't have it, I juat make on I do, It
is no longer like when I got up before daylight, drove to HIC, wo:ked all days net
you at 11 tc do an all-night show, drove you home and then drove 250 miles myself
begloning at daylight, I don't even drive to NYC ony more. And Long Jolhn has a long
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