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TESTIMONY OF OLIVER PATTERS° 

"Eberhardt. You were originallyervie 

.. 19 Of Dr. Martin Luther King? '` 

r. Patterson. That is correc 

of prior illness? 

. Patterson. Yes. 

At that timd receive .:Eberhardt. 

our rules, did you not? 

e.a 



1 Mr. Patterson. Right. 

2 Mr. Eberhardt. I want to advise you of'the' procedure 
. 	, 	. 	• 

and find out whether or not you would he willing•:to-iiiiiaei:take  
• 

the procedure and it is called the Designated Counsel:I- 

Statement". Rule 4 of our .'rules provided..fOr -,that;particu 
• ,: 

.:-procedure and what it is, is.a.-voluntarY-dtaemenin 

oath by-anindividual from whom the commitiEeedeemdl 

obtain information or evidence. 
, 

During the course of such proceedings a witness has the 
. 	, 

right.to have counsel with him. Now;=.I Want:stO':'s 

you that the subpoena that trought you. here ?,to 7-E04t1.0.: 

not compel you to undergo. the designated ceoLinse 

You have at your complete option -the.:ability to 

the consideration of submitting to .;,a designated..counde 

statement and you can insist upon giving your testimon 

before the committee pursuant to the original subpoena 

Quilte frankly we are faced with'a'time problem 

much as we were scheduled-to have one WitneOs toda 

this morning and that witness has not yet taken*-the dtan 

a.nd will not take the stand untiI.4:00 this afternoon. 

that I see a very distinct possibility: that,:ve. 

the opportunity to have t'he conunittee .heai:coinPletefrpni 

you in th.e course of fUll'Executive 

So that the result would be to send you. .away. without 



6 
.• 

having the ability to get any information.from you. 
• ,eventual result of all that would be that you.izould'age.in 

have to return to Washington at another.,timethat we; cou 

schedule. So I want' to ask you if'you would be 

undergo-Cle.signated courtheltd statement with the un ersta.n 

it is. not in lieu of your "testimOny, and; in. other.iwordsi,  , 	. 
committee could still at its option subpoena you a 

It would be my suggestion that if' you would be ,willin  •  

to voluntarily submit to a designated counsel statement:It 
• 

this would be a good vehicle for us, to get some 

from you , and assess whether" or not it would b signifigant 

to' ever call you  back again: 

14". Having said all of that I would like to as 

.15 or not you would be willing to;  Undergo • a deignetedOouns.e 
."- 

statement pursuant to Rule IF of 

•Mr. Patterson. 
- 	• 	• • • 

10, r. Eberhardt. Can 

9 I. Patterson. 

' 20 Florence; Missouri. 
. ,  

—.  •M ..Eberhardt. And how 	have -y
,

Ou....be-en'.,in:. 

- Mr: Patterson) 
OL. Mr. Eberhardt. 

• , 
About a year-anda.;-.half. 

Now do• you know 	StOiier 

Mr. Patterson. ' Yes. ' 



been, approximately?.  
• 

" 	• 	 ; 	;.• _ 	. 

-'10• 

- 	• 
• - 

• ' 13 

1 ,  • Mr. Patterson. I. .think 'around.  :1970 or '1971: **."--1 'thin 

'about 1970 on through until about 1973 -or- 0,74..tc,'-,'„ 

Mr. Eberhardt. Now, have you ever..mat,'Mr1,:f stone 
- 	 - 	: 

personally-? 
. 	 . 

Mr. Patterson. Yes, and let me,.clarifj;I%Still . 'inoW 
•, 	• 

That did not end. 	. 	, 

Mr. Eberhardt. Were you affiliated with, the 

chapter of the National States Rights Party?:; 
,r 

- •14r..-  Patterson.. YeS.. 	- 	, 1: • 

16 

Mr. Eberhardt. Who was the head of t 

. 	

. 
you first .joined? 	 ' 

Mr.. Patterson. Richard Gebhardt , aud Terr 

Dennis Nix came into it. ,- • ' 	• ! 	...V.  

Mr 'Eberhardt. Did yôti ever have'anofficex"s 
: - 	- 

Mr...Pattersori.,  

14r. Eberhardt: Is it not true that 8:toner was' in 

23 

22 

Granite City side of the river in an attempt, to 'orgs.nize` the. 

St. Louis area both on the St. LOuis side `of `theriver. c,an' 
- 	 , 

National States-Rights Party- back in the ear1y1.97Vs?, 

.19 

• 

Mr.. Patterson. Yes. 

.1 



s ome , 

. Eberhardt. What fundamentally ,did you see the 

National States Rights Party to stand for in terms of Prina-

pals, how was it conveyed to you particularly in terms 

Mr. Patterson. Basically the same po'Sition they ,ho 

white supremacy, whIch ‘$.s the' anti-:JewXs 

. Eberhardt. Does that entail also an 

ave 	heard 
, • 

his emotions or feelings 'towards the ,integration. mov 

Patterson. .' There is no love 	<'`  

Eberhardt. Has Stoner .ever talked about, Martin 

Luther King? 

Mr. Patterson. 

Za of the principals that Martin :LutherKings  

21 	Mr. Patterson. Yed-. ' 

Mr. Eberhardt. Now, . `in:terms "of the., organization 

be -a national organization or 'One-iiiatTria 

international iMPlications? 



1;39 
Mr. Patterson. Nationally, yes, the members were basic•-• • 

ally nationwide and the impression I wasIgiven 	but then. 
names were named of other placed.-  

Eberhardt. ..Have you 'ever ,-travelleCtb .,Canada 

example, in connection with National' States' Rights Par 

Patterson. No: 

.Mr. Eberhardt. Have you-  ever 'travelled:vka;Europe •,g,. 

connection with National States.-Rights:Party...activaties 

come to know one Jerry "Ray? 

Mr. Patterson.. -Right. 
L 	•:" 	, 

r. Eberhardt. Have You evei. ,  come to know brother 

r. Patterson.. 

,. 	 .- e:.,  sister of James Earl Ray 

	

. - 	.  

	

- 	. 	.._, 	
.. Mr..Patterson. 	never :met‘_, 	and I have !ti-.4ke 

to her on the phone, I guess,. starting abotrt six years s. ag 



Mr. Patterson. Stoner and then'jeri4y:fhoUgkOtoner , 

at that time in Savanna. 

Mr. Eberhardt. ,How,would - yoUohal*terlZe''. 

ship between J.B. Stoner and JerrY Ra 

do for Mr. Stoner? 

. Patterson. 

Mr. Eberhardt... HaSjerry-ever 

he is a firm believer of the principals for, w 

stands? Is he, in other words, a. de 

Stonei,  from 

'Mr. Patterson. 

a white supremacy standpoin 
, 	. 

As dedicated, n 

r. Eberhardt. 
••. 	• 	. 

time when he was not 

. Patterson. 

that -I had not seen 

Did you knOW-7jerry'a 

working 'for:Mr::Stoner 

No,.there was,...aTero 

Jerry, frolif-appoXimate 
. 	, 	. recently.whewhe got in tOuch. withjerpyco6n6riling t 

and had no contact with'him- Whttov 

was involved with Stoner at the time, 

again .t1 is time. 

Mr. Eberhardt. Martin Luther Mpg was assay 

1968. Ifake,ii.fr;oft'youriteStiMonyth6- 4:d.  
. 	. 

to know Stonersuntil.fwell,afterth4t? 

• Mr. Patterson. 

Mr. Eberhardt. 

That is-right:-  



• :0-• • . 7. .• 	 • ;•'' 

• •^' . 	 : 	 ' 	• 

• !I' 	- 

you did not come to know Jerry Ray until well:aftert 
• 

• 
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King? 

Mr. Patterson. That is right. 
L. 

Mr. Eberhardt. Am I correct in assuming, tha* 'you,neve 

ad the occasion to meet with_Jamestarl 

Mr. Patterson. I never have 

Mr. Eberhardt. Now, do you also know Dr' 

is also affiliated with the National States/ RI hts Part 

Mr: Patterson. Yes. 

e: acquainted with.. him? 

Patterson. I met him aboUtI-;:viCUlda'  

,days- after I actually: met: Stoner 6.114'that 4-0 
• • 	• 

back I: think around 1970.     

Mr. Eberhardt. What was thepurpose- cfAt 

meeting? 
• 

Mr. Patterson. We were on vacation and 

Florida and stopped in Savann 

. Eberhardt. Had you ever 

dndoctra_nation exercise .::or trail-Lang "w3.-. 

States, Rights Party? 

Mr. Patterson. In regard -- w 

trination? 

Mr. Eberhardt. A period when they put you-t 

. 
e of training or orientation, tb.hoW. 

• 

w*q 

: 	• 	 • 
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Mr.. Patterson. No, not really. 

Mr. Eberhardt. Has Dr. Fields . ever, indicated' -to You 

.the membership number which is of. the National':statas',113..ghts . 	' 

Mr. Patterson.. If he 'haS it 	been so' 	a 

not remember hoW-Many,: but:you .  know,:.-X- would gues . 	, 
that it was probably aboUt overestimate;, 

Mr. Eberhardt. 

the St. Louis the 

. Patterson. 

Roughly.  hOT:4-- manY 'Meriber'S7:Ware 

St.: Louis-Granite City are 
ti 

..: There are only;abouts1 

hard-core Granite City members an 

go, and I would say there were only about six 

never ,..was there.  hardly:MOr'e-..thanteria 

.Mr. Eberhardt. Are YOU-aware 'o 
, 	• 

with National States Rights Party .in theY 

Mr. Patterson. No , Stoner :is very .- 

much' separate and so is Nazi parfy vex,  

they did not really get along,and Stoner 

repeatedly. 
, 

r; 'Eberhardt. ,-=' Have'..•yoU ever heard'Richard' 

Terry Rose speak about Martin Luther`King• 

Mr: Patterson. 

manner? 

Mr. Eberhardt. Any derogatory remark.'r.,- 

that violence was or violence whiCheriAedinAqSrtin,-Luther 



King's death, is something that , either one 9f them 'took' 

credit for as members of the National States Rights 

or personally, for that matter?. 

Mr. Patterson. No 'there•wasynever,  

'never remember anyone putting:tlielAame 

the three• groups that I mentioned,vend most 

it onto•the'CIA or the FBI. But'asifar:: 

go it could just be said in stateinentsli 

just another nigger", and things like-Chisrat 

'were behind this"or that the nu:: 

or anything like that. 

States Rights Partyjnvolved-inXat,least::to'A qxtant::;tha 

you were familiar with theM intliel.GraniteCityarea .  
_ 	" • . 
Idiat' types of things would they 

. Patterson. T1 at . is whi..X -Yarcect pariier a 

the Granite City Lranch'or 	ell'apter. 

violent than other chapters,-:ibut:'I- wouldmot:say,  that 

whatever that means, but what mean is there were times 

you were: not told or it was not the National States Ri 

Party that was doing it really. 

I felt it was like Richard Gepha'rdt And Terry 

were very much to the left and I 

higher-ups would not have 'wanted itdon037 1?utigq 

Jewish Or Black breaking windows and:A4ggtiOnA4o41d, 



mr- 22' 

10 

I 12 

15 

17 

:20 

- 	. 21.  

22 

25 

114*  

put to our mind very obviously, but do not ,sall,!A41. l'not.:2.p 

tell you to do it 	 . -i • :-. . ' . • ,,, . '`,:.'''... : ":',:i. :'::7';; k 
 

Mr. Eberhardt . • Did Stoner,  ,-7.'vhat rOie (14.11.T940.-*4 

in organizing the National States'Rights,Party'4n:Grani 
- .  

City?  TEwas something that he was primarily r'4spcinsible 
. - 

for or someone else had the idea that this 'would_ba a gob 

chance to have a chapter?:  

Patterson: It was RiChard:,  Cephardt and Terry 

and they are the ones who got it going and have )n':.111 

touch with Fields and we 	 , 	 : '• 	, 

• 

At the time I was married and Our.,vabatiOn:Coincide 
.. 	- 	. 	. 	. .- 	.,...:,:-.:,-*. 	•,•=.:1,-: -A:(:.',.'..!,•:••,':.‘'.:,`,':. 

so we all met in Savanna and it was-27i7I, ,t.. tl:t. go 
. 	. 	- 	,.-,',„,...,:t...., ; 

it going)in Granite City, and tilenStOnei-MiliOaAei).01q4 
• - 	• • 

• 

ally Stoner's job was to raise
. 
 money."andrunflitiCa 

Mr. Eberhardt. Did Jerry'Ray play eprominant'ro e 

the. organization of the chapters in- 	St. Louis East' 

Louis area? 

Mr. Patterson. .No,- I would"say that-Jerry,as:mcire 
• 

around:as it was more interesting to have'Ll'erryRay-b:roUnd' 
 

because ofof political beliefs of the National States Rights 

Party than it was to have Don-Rickles-around. 

Mr. Eberhardt. Do you think that StOner:itied-tO',Use:';. 

Jerry 'Itay's' position as the brother of ,Janles,E"-A!y:.!.,_ 

mote the public acceptance or yisability-Ofthe'National:St4t 

office. 

, 	 • 

•■••• 	• 	 . • 	 7 



mr-23 

Rights Party? 

Mr. Patterson. And financial, yeS. 

Mr. Eberhardt. Are you familiar.With-:.an 

of the National States Rights Party Other than 

Granite City? 

- • . 
Mr. 7 PatterSon i. WOuld . you reliedii,'.th?i,t 

• 

r. Eberhardt. Are you familiar wit 

of.:any,  other chapter, other •than' 

Mr. Patterson. TheV.iried,t0;getan:CrgailiiatiOn 

ch the St. Louis side:-0f the riveranal 

out and as it was 10Sing ground,::thats00Uti 

-I dropped out around 1974., • 

Eberhardt. You said.s0Methin 

you said the:higher7uPS-in thdjrationa 
' .• • 

not perhaps explicitly 

but giving you the impression-that thatAlaq:Per0.5-n7. 

with tha or -at least tactiCallirthey;aahowldged 
. 	• 

type of thing was okay.. 

19: If I am wrong in that satementiacrrectme 

It 

 ain right, would you characterize -St6ner as someone w 0 

capable of violence himself or would,,yoa ,charaCterize 

s somebody who might be primarily characterize 

d the psychological or emotionalscapal;flities o 

other people to respond to critical situations u 

0 

•• 24 • 

• . 
.... 25 might" be something that would be implemente 0 achieve the  



s  far as inciting it; 	 will a.nd a• hand 

of people that would be-incited but,-3nos 

.and Jerry Ray, for example; even says it iSttoo radica/ an 

that there is just everything that 'haPpens;3.n.the paper 

If somebody gets killed,.J.B. f  autcmatically says that  

it is a Black that did '£t, and later on they see ;•a picture  

t paper and it *is.arwhiteh4ir dia it and JerrY points 

about 	at-' 

Jerry's example. to me. 

BUt do not think as at.' as t know 	'a. ,a.lm.oSt 

far .  'ight-Wing and J. B. is. a:;very. nice :person,  and eveiVborlY 

guesd, is entitled 'tc.3::-..tliei.±!--.Oici'Opirilitnisc,ana •r think :that .•, 

Jerry  is 'even less, 	en'you'''get' dawn to 1 as even 

less, aggressive wheri 



terms Tof 

he did 

Mr. Eberhardt. Has he ever talked about firing a: rifle? 

Mr. Patterson. Kiddingly about cracking off a few 

shotS, and kiddingly; but -- 

Mr. Eberhardt., You neVer'Sati, 

Patterson. No., . 

r. Eberhardt: Did you: ever .see 

, 	 , 
Mr: Patterson. • No; I loOked r.a.t.his: gun.. 

the first time I have, ever.' seers-hi 

close •up. But I have never seen. him fire 
. Eberhardt. What is -Stoner opinion 

m being a viable or the NatiOnal States Rights 

a viable political , entity, and does he sometimes -1-• 

. 	 - and 19b2 and on, whenever it was w 	you fi 

an organization that ..could; bring .about; a national change.. 

a swing towardS the white' supreMacy,  position he rwas taking 

he say that merely as a. personal o ini 

s jUst trying to Vent ,,through-the;pblitica-

is structured throukh; in-:the-National States 

Mr.. Patterson. I think- the-ma.lor reason for Stoner /  

.allignment with the NSRP is`tha. 

with it;:•and he is in the hierarChy with it an 

„ 

. 	. 

the financial end of it and what'wOuld-he 

haVe 	and number three,' - I think Jerry sumMei 
. 	 . 

way here to Washington was if Stoner was . èlected as 
• ' • 

or any-thing else that he runs for, 

7.1:1771 	 .."7‘ 	" • "‘-i 	'",:''.1-776...7.5.7.1174,=-..rif 	 I . 

„,- 



• 

0.-26 

Mr:* Eberhardt. - Do, you - Still actively participate: 
the National States Rights Party matters? 

have not peen :Jeri-. or abOu.  
four years.  

Mr. Eberhardt. During .the last couple ;of  

„ have.:...been with. Jerry. Ray,, has he-.'eXpreSslye.dMitted to 
,n3r.-persorial role on hiS part ;'in *:the'-assassination Of. Dr; 

Tether King? 

Patterson. 

. Eberhardt. 

involvement 

Mr. Patterson. 

no involvement whatsoever. 

Mr. Eberhardt. I think I have 'no further ,  • 
this point Mr. Patterson, and consistent with what,' col 
you before f will advise you that the subpoena that was' 
previously imposed upon you or served"On 

• 

one that will be continued without :a near date: t'yh.icli means'. 



if and when it is necessary ,tohave,-You'Teappear:befol..e.t 
• 

committee you will be notified by a formal letter as to the 

,appearance time and date. 

(Whereupon, the committee recessed at 125 	f°r1763. 

hearineof the subcommittee-to reconvene a 

	

. 	. 	. • 	. • 	 . 

	

,^; 	• : , 


