
N
o M
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B
y

 Jim
 S

q
u

ire
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C
hIcao T

ritam
e P

ress Service 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
. June 2—

W
hen A

tty. 

G
en. R

obert K
ennedy decided to try to 

nail T
ream

ster boss Jam
es R

. H
offa in 

1962, he reached dow
n into the ranks of 

the 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t an
d
 tap

p
ed

 

Jam
es J. N

eal fo
r th

e jo
b
. 

O
n
e in

sid
er fam

iliar w
ith

 th
at d

eci-

sion recalls the reasons behind IL
 

"B
o
b
b
y
 really

 w
an

ted
 to

 p
ro

secu
te 

-R
offa him

self," he said. "A
nd since he 

leo
n
ld

 n
o
t, h

e ju
st p

ick
et th

e m
ean

est, 

toughest, m
ost incorruptible young law

-

y
er h

e co
u
ld

 fin
d
. H

e n
ev

er reg
retted

 

the decision." 

E
L

E
V

E
N

 Y
E

A
R

S
 later Jam

es F
. 

N
eal 

fin
d
s h

im
self, tem

p
o
rarily

 at 

least, as a m
ajor force in the prosecu-

tion of the W
atergate case, having been 

selected
 b

y
 sp

ecial p
ro

secu
to

r A
rch

i-
b
ald

 C
o
x
 to

 stu
d
y
 th

e ev
id

en
ce an

d
 

m
ake recom

m
endations. I 

• : 	
\, • 	

1 	
4
, 	

f r 
r 

t 

A
r

*:"
.

IPt 	
I
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R
um

or has it that C
ox w

ants N
eal to 

stay on indefinitely to head up the ac-

tual prosecution, and that N
eal is balk-

in
g

 b
ecau

se o
f an

 o
v
erlo

ad
ed

 p
riv

ate 

practice in N
ashville. 

B
u
t so

m
e o

f N
eal's frien

d
s co

n
ten

d
 

the tw
o-w

eek tim
e lim

it he has placed 

o
n

 h
is o

w
n

 p
articip

atio
n

 is actu
ally

 

o
n
ly

 N
eal's w

ay
 o

f g
iv

in
g
 h

im
self an

 

"out" if he doesn't like w
hat he sees. 

"N
eal's got 

that.  g
leam

 in
 h

is ey
e," 

co
n

fid
es an

 asso
ciate w

h
o

 h
as d

is-
cussed the case w

ith him
. "If he thinks 

he can take charge of that prosecution 
an

d
 p

u
rsu

e it to
 a su

ccessfu
l co

n
clu

-
sion, he w

on't be able to turn his back 
o
n
 it." 

M
O

R
E

 T
H

A
N

 a m
onth ago, w

hen It 
b
ecam

e ap
p
aren

t th
at th

e Ju
stice D

e-
partm

ent w
as looking outside for a big 

n
am

e law
y
er w

ith
 a "clean

" im
ag

e, a 
list of potential selections w

as read to 
N

eal o
v
er th

e telep
h
o
n
e at h

is N
ash

-
ville hom

e. 
"T

h
ey

're all g
o

o
d

 law
y

ers," h
e to

ld
 

th
e caller w

ith
 a n

o
te o

f d
isd

ain
 in

 h
is 

v
o
ice, "b

u
t w

h
at th

ey
 n

eed
 is a g

o
o
d
 

prosecutor." 
N

eal is a g
o

o
d

 p
ro

secu
to

r, a m
an

 
w

ho, like B
obby K

ennedy, places w
in-

ning at the top of his list of priorities. 
"Jim

 N
eal is also

 a g
o
o
d
 d

efen
se 

law
yer," said one m

an w
ho m

ore than 
once has found him

self opposing N
eal 

in
 T

en
n
essee co

u
rts. "B

u
t N

eal's d
e- 

ten
se u

su
ally

 co
n
sists o

f p
ro

secu
tin

g
 

the prosecution." 

.D
E

S
P

IT
E

 H
IS

 su
ccess 

In
 p

riv
a

te 

practice and as U
nited S

tates attorney 

fo
r th

e M
id

d
le D

istrict o
f T

en
n
essee 

from
 1964 to 1966, m

uch of N
eal's repu-

tation w
as built as head of K

ennedy's 
prosecution team

 in H
offa's 1962 trial. 

A
 sh

o
rt, b

arrel-ch
ested

 m
an

 w
h
o
 

w
ears expensive, w

ell-tailored suits and 
plays tennis to keep trim

, N
eal strutted 

aro
u
n
d
 th

e co
u
rtro

o
m

 m
u
ch

 as H
o

ffa 
stro

d
e th

e co
rrid

o
rs, b

o
th

 actin
g
 lik

e 
b
ig

 cats ab
o
u
t to

 p
o
u
n
ce o

n
 an

y
th

in
g

 
that m

oved. 
T

hey w
ere form

idable opponents. 
"It w

as lik
e tw

o
 b

an
tam

 ro
o
sters," 

rem
em

bers one trial observer. "H
offa's 

presence antagonized N
eal. N

eal's pres-
en

ce an
tag

o
n
ized

 H
o
ffa. If th

ey
 h

ad
 

ever tangled, it w
ould have been a het-

luva fight." 

T
H

E
 C

IG
A

R
-C

H
O

M
P

IN
G

 N
eal w

as 
robbed of victory in the 1962 case—

a $1 
m

illion fraud charge against the onion 
leader—

w
hen a m

istrial w
as declared 

b
ecau

se o
f ju

ry
 tam

p
erin

g
 b

y
 th

e d
e-

fense, 
B

u
t th

e ju
ry

 =
tam

p
erin

g
 ch

arg
es 

p
ro

v
ed

 th
e u

ltim
ate w

eap
o
n
 an

d
 tw

o
 

years later a second prosecution team
, 

w
hich included N

eal, sent H
offa to pris-

on for trying to bribe jurors. 
A

s in 
th

e W
aterg

ate case, w
iretap

' 
p

in
g

 p
lay

ed
 a m

ajo
r ro

le in
 th

e H
o

ffa 
ells: D

ay
 after d

ay
, N

eal to
o
k
 th

e 

S
ectio

n
 1

 	
3
 •

 

floor to deny charges by defense law
-

y
ers th

at th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 h

ad
 b

u
ilt its 

case o
n
 ev

id
en

ce g
attn

 I fro
m

 illeg
al 

w
iretaps. 
A

n
d
 in

 th
e later p

ro
secu

tio
n
 o

f th
e 

jury-tam
pering charges, electronic sur-

veillance w
as a key to w

inning. In an 

effort to pinpoint the jury-tam
pering, 

the governm
ent strapped a tape record. 

er to
 th

e b
ack

 o
f a fo

rm
er N

ash
v
ille 

p
o
licem

an
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 h

ired
 
a

s a
 

H
offa investigator. 

T
H

E
 E

V
ID

E
N

C
E

 he gathered result-

ed in the disbarm
ent and conviction of 

Z
. T

. O
sborn Jr., a young H

offa law
yer 

w
ho had been the w

inning attorney in 

the fam
ous B

aker vs. C
arr reapportion-

m
en

t case. Y
ears later, after h

is re-

lease from
 prison, O

sborn com
m

itted 

suicide. 
T

he H
offa case has also continued to 

haunt N
eal (or a decade. D

eals he m
ade 

as a governm
ent prosecutor w

ith a key 

w
ere n

o
t su

p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 ad

-

m
inistration. 
D

espite N
eal's opposition, the Justice 

D
epartm

ent proceeded w
ith a vigorous 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
 o

f P
artin

 o
n
 ch

arg
es th

at 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
 w

itn
ess, G

rad
y

 P
artin

, 
N

eal thought should never have been 
b

ro
u

g
h

t. B
ecau

se h
e felt resp

o
n

sib
le, 

frien
d
s say

, N
eal h

as serv
ed

 as P
ar-

tin's defense IN
T

eT
tor  som

etT
iiiig -T

eis 
than his norm

ally expensive fee. 

IF
 H

E
 S

T
A

Y
S

 in
 th

e W
atergate case, 

h
e w

ill fin
d
 h

im
self acro

ss th
e tab

le 
from

 old acquaintances. H
e know

s W
it-

h
am

 G
. H

u
n
d
ley

, atto
rn

ey
 fo

r Jo
h
n
 

M
itchell. In addition, C

harles N
orm

an 
S

h
affer, an

 atto
rn

ey
 fo

r Jo
h
n
 D

ean
, 

w
as o

n
 th

e sam
e H

o
ffa p

ro
secu

tio
n
 

team
. 

E
ven if N

eal decides not to stay, his 
brief presence w

ill be telling. 
S

ays one old Justice D
epartm

ent as-
sociate: "If A

rchie C
ox w

ants Jim
 N

eal 

C
h
icag

o
 	

- 
 T

rib
u

n
e
, S

u
n

d
a
y

, Ju
n

e
 3

, 1
9

7
3

 

N
eal w

as H
of fa prosecutor 


