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. _ 	 , • 
••  	Q..What do you mean by "complete resuscitation"? . . 

• . s 

• DR. PERRY: Be was critically ill and moribund. 
at the time these measures were begun. 

Q. Completely ill and yba 	? 

1 

DR. PERRY:- Moribund. 	 COPY.  
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MR. HAWKS: Let me have your attention, please. 
. - 

You wanted to talk to some of the attending • 
physicians. I have two of them here, Dr. Malcolm Perry,. 
an attendigg surgeon bpi's at the Parkland Memorial Hospital. 
.Ee will talk to you first, and then Dr. Kemp Clark, the 
chief neurosurgeon here at the hospital. Be will tell you 
what be.  knows about it. Dr. Parry. 

- 	 • 
Q. Were you in attendanCe when the President died? 

• Q. Let him tell his story. 	 • 

• • 	DR. MALCOLM PEE Y: • I was summoned to the Eindigenby. 
Doom shortly after the President was brought in, on an - 	• 
emergency basis, immediately after the President's arrival: • 
Upon reaching his side, I noted that be was in critical 
condition from a wound of the neck and of the bead. Immediate 
resuscitative measures 	.- • 

Q. Would you go slower? . 	. 
• 

DR. PERRY: I noted be was in a critical condition 
from.the wound in the neck and the bead, 

• 

(4: Could that be dime by one shot? 

DR. PERRY: I cannot conjecture. I don't know. 

Q. A would.Of the neck and of the -- 
• 

' DR. PERRY: -- of the 	Immediate resuscitative. 
measures were undertaken, and Dr. Kemp Clark, Professor of 
Heurosurgery, was summoned,_ along with several other members 
of the surgical and. Medical staff. They arrived immediately,' 
but at this point the President's condition did not allow 
complete resuscitation. 	' 
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Q. What does that mean? 
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PERRY: Near death. 

What was the word you used? 

• DR. 

Q. 

Q. Does that mean you stick it in? -. 

DR. PERRY: Yea, place it• in his tracboa,. 
- 	- 

Q. Spell it for us, please. 

DR. 

immediately. 

PERRY: Moribund. Dr: Clark arrived thereafter, 	 

Q. Could you tell us what resuscitative 

were attempted? 	• 

DR. PERRY: Assisted respiration. 

• 
Q. That is that? 

measures 

Q. With what? - 
... 	• 

DR. PERRY: Assisted respiration with agygen and 

an anesthesia machine, passage of an endstraelleal tube: 

• . 
' DR. PERRY: E-n-d-o-t-r-a-c-b-e-a-1. A. tracheostomy. 

Q. They did perform a tracheostomy? 

DR. pERRY:' Yes. 

Q. Would•you spell it? 

. 	• 
DR. PERRY: T-r-a-c-b-e-o-s-t-o-m-y. • 

Q. Was there a priest in the room at this time, 
• Doctor? 	. 

ER. BARKS: The doctor is just telling you about 

the operation. 

.DR. PERRY: Blood and fluids were also giyen, and 

In electrocardiograph monitor was attached to record any heart-

beat that might be presents At this point, Dr. Clark was 

also in attendance. 

Q. What is his name? 

DR. PERRY: Dr. hemp Clark. And Dr. Charles Baxter. 

DR. XEMP CLARK: I was called by Dr. Perry because 
the President 

Q. . You are Dr. Clark? 



-- because the Presiden
t had sustained a brain

. .4.  

On my arrival, the resus
citative efforts,'the - 

• . 

tracbeostomy,:the admini
stration'Of,chest tubes 

to'relieve 

any possible --- 	
. •

'::.:- 	- 	- .: 	- 	
-• 	•-. 

' 	
. 	.... 	:.:Istr'-:.,.:*.•,,*-- ..*: -- -.).-4- ''''... •':.*7  ' 	

. 	- 	, ' • 7 	. 	. . 

Q. Could you slow down 
a little bit, Doctor, please? 

DR. CLARK: -- to reliev
e any possibility of ai

r 

'being in the pleural sp
ace, the electrocardiogr

am bad been 

booked up, blood and flu
ids were being administe

red by Dr. 

Perry and Dr. Baxter. I
t was apparent that the

 President 

bad sustained a lethal w
ound. 	• 

A missile bad gone in or
 out of the,baCk of his 

bead, causing extensive 
laccerations and loss of

 brain tissue. 

Shortly after I arrived,
 the patient,.tbe Presid

ent, lost 

his heart action by the 
electrocardiogram, his h

eart then 

bad stopped. 

' .V4 attempted resuscit
ative measures of his heart,

 

including Closed chest c
ardiac massage, but to n

o avail. 

Q. That was closed ches
t? 

•• 
DR. CLARK: Yes. • 

• Q. Does that mean 
external; Doctor, close

d? . 

	

. •  	DM.-CLARK: Y
es. ..111e were able to o

btain palpable 

pulses by-this method, b
ut, again, to no avail. 

	

. • 	• Q. What is palpable
? 

HR. HAWKS: What did you
 ask? 

Q. Palpable? 

DR. CLARK: Palpable. 

Q. Palpable what? 

• 

DR. CLARK I Pulses. 

Q. Doctor, bbw many-doc
tors were in a

• 

ttendance at 

tbe time of the Presiden
tss death? 	. 

Q. Doctor, can you tell
 us bow long after be .

 

arrived on the Emergency
 table before- be expired? In othe

r 

Words, bow longwasbe li
ving while in the hospi

tal? 

DR. CLARK: 40 minutes, 
perhaps.- 

DR. PERRY: I was far to
o busy to'tell: I didn'

t 

even look at the watch. 

DR; CLARK: I would gues
s about 40 minutes. 

• 

• Q
. Doctor, can you descr

ibe the course of tbo w
ound 

tbrougb the bead? . 

MORE 
• 

• • 
Ott 



t • 

Page :4 - #1327!-C • . 
• . • 

• ' 	CLARK:. We were too busy to be absolutely,csur* 

of the track, but the back of his bead.: • 
• 

Q. And through the 
. 	. 

DR. CLARK: Principally on his right side, towards 

the right side. 

Q. .What was the exact time of death, doctor? 

DR. CLARK; That is very difficult to say. We 

were very busy, and in answer to someone else's questi
on, 

we bad a lot of people in attendance. We elected to m
ake - 

this at 1300. 

Q. Thirteen of?. 

MR. BARKS: 1:00 o'clock: 
. 	- 	- 

- Q. Can you describe his neck wound? 
• .- 

.DR. CLARK: I was busy with his bead wound. -I would 

like-to ask the people who took care of that part
 to describe 

that to you. . 
• 

• Q. What was the question? • - 	• 

DR. PERRY: The neck wound, as visible'on the 

patient, revealed a bullet bole almost in the aid line
. *  

• • Q. What Was that? • 
. 	- 
-13M4 PERRY: L bullet bole almost in the mid line. 

. 	• 

• Q. Would you demonstrate? 

DR. 	

• ; 
PERRYi In the lower portion of the neck, in 

front. 

Q. Can you deonstrate, Doctor, on your own neck? 

DR. PERRY: 'Approximtely here (indicating). 

Q. Below the Adam's apple? 

. DR. PERRY: Beim the Adam's apple. . 	. 

Q. Doctor, is it the assumption that it went 
. 	. 

through.the bead? 	• 
. 	. . 	. 

• DR. PE BY: That would be on conjecture on TilY part. 

*There are two wounds, as Dr. Clark noted, one of the 
neck and 

one of the head. Whether they are directly related or
 related 

to two bullets, I cannot may. 	
• 

• 

Q. You elected? 

• 
Q. What, sir? • • 

DR. CLARK: We pronounced his at 1300 hours. 

. 	. 

• 
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Where was the entrance wound? - 	
• 	A 

	

I 	. 

• DR. PERRY: . There was an-entrance'vound in'th
e neck. • 

In regards the one on the bead, I c
annot.siy.' 

• 

Q. Which way was the bullet coming 
on the neck 

wound? 'At'him? 	' 	• 	
:. • 

• 
DR. PERRY: It appeared to be comin

g at him. 

Q. And the one behind? 

DR. PERRY: The nature of the wound
 defies the 

ability to describe whether it went
 through it from either 

side. I cannot tell you that. Ca
n you, DV; Clark? . 

. 	. DR. CLARK: The bead woun
d could have been either 

the exit wound from the neck or it 
could have been a tangential 

wound, as it was simply a. large, g
aping loss of tissue. 

• 
Q. That was the immediate cause of 

death -- the 

bead wound? . 

. 	: 
DR. CLARK: I assume so;,yes. 

Q. There is a rumor that Lyndon Jo
hnson bad a 

heart attack, and I wvuld like to c
heck that out. 

. 	. 

DR. CLARK: I have no information. 

BR. HAWKS: I don't believe these g
entlemen were 

in attendance with the Vice Preside
nt. • 

% V 

Q. Where was be stewthisvas goin
g on? 

BR. HAWKS:.  That is not the question you 

put to this doctor. 

Q. Can you tell us where be is? 

ER. HAWKS:. I can't now, but ht. Kilduff will b
e 

'available later and we will take t
hose details then. . • 

G,. We can't bear you. 
• 

MR. HAWKS: They are asking where t
he Vice President 

was, but I don't know at the momen
t. That is not the proper . 

question to put to these gentlemen
. They were busy with the 

President at the time. 

Q. There was Its: Kennedy?.  

MR. HAWKS: I don't know that detai
l either.,As you 

might suspect, we were all busy aro
und here. • 	- 

• ... 	. 	.* 

Q.,  Can't we clear this 
up just a little more? ' 

In yoUr estimation, was 
there one or two wounds? 'Just giv

e 

-us something. 

DR. PERRY: i don't know. .Prom the injury
t .it 4s . 	. 

BORE 
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- • 

conceivab
le that 

it could
 have be

en cause
d by one

 wound, 

 but the
re could

 have be
en two j

ust as w
ell if t

he secon
a :‘ 

ballet s
truck th

e head_i
n additi

on to st
riking t

he neck,
.land 

I cannot
 tell yo

u that d
uo tlo th

e nature
 of the 

wound. T
here 

is no wa
y for me

-to tell.
 T . 

.. 	• 	
. 	 : 	.4 	I 	. . 1- 	;'•  	, 	• : 1 	: • • - -; 

. ... 02. D
octor, d

escribe 
the entr

anco wou
nd. You 

think fr
om the f

ront in 
the.thro

at? 	. 	 - • 2 • 

DR. PERR
Y: Tice,

 Ground 
appeared

 to be a
n entrance 

wound in
 the fro

nt of th
e throat

; yes, t
hat is c

orrect.'  

The exit
 wound, 

I don't 
know. It

 could h
ave bean

 the bea
d 

or there
 could h

ave been
 a secon

d wound 
of the h

ead. The
re 

was not 
time to 

determin
e this a

t the Pa
rticular

 instant
. 

• 

. 	. 

Q. Would
 the bul

let have
 bad to.

travel- Up from
 

the neck
 wound t

o exit t
hrough t

he back?
 

• . • 	• 	. 

. 11,R. PERRY
: Unlecs

 it was 
deviated

 from it
s course

 . 

by strik
ing bone

 or some
 other o

bject.. 

Q. Docto
r, can y

ou give 
us your 

ages, pl
ease? 

DR. PERRY:. I am 34.- . 
. 

.. Q. Yo
u are Do

ctor who
? 	

• 

. 	 PERRY: 
Perry. 

• 
' 	• 	. 	

. 

HR. RAVE
S: This 

is Dr.:M
alcOlm P

erry, at
tending 

surgeon,
 and thi

s is Dr.
 Kemp Cl

ark, chi
ef of ne

urosurge
ry 

at this 
hospital

. 

40. 

•r 
Q. How o

ld are y
ou, sir?

 

. 	• 

that:C-1-
s-r7k?... 

DR: CLA
M '  Yes. 

Q. Can y
ou tell 

us wheth
er the a

utopsy w
ill be 

performe
d here o

r elsewh
ere? 	

- • 	
• 

DA. PERR
Y: I do not have that i

nformati
on.. 

MR..MAWK
S: I don

't know 
either.'

  

Q. Will 
there be

 one?'  

MR, HAWKS: I don't kn
ow that.

 

Q. Where is
 the Pre

sident's
 body? 

MR. HAWKS: I could
n't t

ell you
. • 

- Q. 
Was the President eve

r conscious after the
 

ballet struck him? 

DR. PERR
Y: 

No, not while I 
wet in 

attendan
ce. 

• BORE 



I 

i • 
- ;F 

BORE 

• 

- Q. How much blood,wms used? 
	

I '4 

DR. PERRY: I don't know. There
 was considerable 

bleeding. • • 

How soon did you.see bim after
 be got-in? 

	

.• 	• . 	- 
Q. Did you have to send for bl

ood? 

• - 
Blood wassent for and obtained

; yes. 

Q. 'Where? 
. 	• 

DR. PERRY: From our Blood Ban
k. 

. 	. . 
Q. Here in the hospital? 

DR. PERRY: Here in the hospit
al. 

4% 'Row much was used?•

• .DR. PERRY:. I can't tell yo
u that. . 

'.. Q.•  low 
much °blood? ' 

DR. PERRY: I don't know. 

Q. . Doctor, were the last rite
s performed in the 

Emergency Room? 	 • 

DR. PERRY: Yes. 

Q. Yes, tbeyvore? 
. - 

MR. BARKS: Yes, they said they
 were. Kilduff 

told you, too. 	 - 
. . 

Q. Which room was this? What is t
he room' like? 

DR. PERRY: Emergency Operating
 Boom No. 1. . • 	• 

-Q. Sow fax from the door is t
hat, and which way? 

. 	DR. KEMP: Straight i
n from the Emergency Roam 

intrance, at the back of the ho
spital, approximately 40 feet. 

Q. Approximately what? 

, MR. BARKS: Forty feet from t
he emergency entrance, 

Q. The first. floor? 

. . •DR. KEMP: 'The aroundflo
or. 

. • 
Q. Bow many doctors and nurses

 

at the time of death? . 

were _in attendance 

DR.-PERRY
: There were at least eight or

 ten 

physicians at that time. 
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•. ' Q. At least eight or te
n physicians? 

. 	- 
..• 	• 	. 	. 

. 

. Q.' Did you think him mor
tally wounded at the time 

you first examined him, or did
 you think there was no possi-

bility of saving his life at t
hat point? 

DR. PERRY: No, I did not. 

DR. CLARK:.Ro, sir. 

Q.- Did you say there were eig
ht or ton doctors or 

doctors and nurses? 

CLARK: Eight or ten doctors.
' 

' • , 	 . 
Q. Can we get that straight, 

Doctor? Did you say 

you did not think there was an
y possibility of saving his 

life when you first looked at 
him? 

DR. CLARK: That is what I said
; yea. 

Q.. Row long bad be been,in b
efore you saw him, sir? 

• 

DR. CLERK: This I don't know 
because I was not 

looking at my watch. • 	• 	
• •. • 

Q. Who was the first doctor wi
no saw bim,• and bow' 

..long before be got there? 

-- DR. CLARK: Just a matter o
f a few seconds. 

- DR. PERRY:. I arrived there
 shortly after his 

admission. I can't tell you t
he exact time because I went 

:immediately and be bad just b
een admitted and I.vaIked in 

the room.. I don't know the e
xact time. 1 was in quite a 

tburry. • . . . 

• . 	. 	. 

:DR. PERRY: I am afraid I was
 not aware of that 

I was quite too busy to notice
. 

• 

;NR. RANKS: We will have to get those
 details from Bac. 

--Q. Do you have any new de
tails about our plans,-- • 

what you are going to do? 

-MR. HAWKS: • I can't until I 
get a reading from you 

fellows. For instance, 'you'ha
ve a new President. 

- Q. Do we?.Was be sworn in? 
. 	 . 	. 

. 'EN. BWWKS: Well, be went a
omewbere to get sworn in. :. 

I assume be is sworn in at thi
s time, but I wasn't in attend

anco. 

Obviously, you are 
going to. have a new President

. Let's 

put it. that way. 	
. . 	. 	. 	

. . 	 . .' 

EORR 	
... 

*.• 

• Q. 'Were any members of the 
family or others in the 

*roam besides the doctors, in 
the Emergency Boom? . 
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Q. Where is be going' to be? • 
_-, -, , . 	. ...  

, -- - 	- t 	.. 	. 
- 	- - ---. _ . 	 . 

	.1 

--*- MR. HAWKS: That is wha
t am trying to find out. - 

.  

	

Mac is With him,. trying to 4get the details, and 	w
ill . • ' 

call me or-  
 Some in beret' We will try to

 find 'out; I-,  '%'., 

• ■ 
• 

"THE PRESS: Thank you, Doct
ors; 

MR. HAWKS: Your plans, what
 do you want to do? - 

Q. First, is there anything mor
e about Mrs. Kennedy?.  

• 
MR. EnWKS: Let's do some fliuPposingh because we 

need some planning for your 
press plane: 	 • .-. 

..• 	. 
Q. How about Mts. Kenned

y? Has she gone baCk to 

Washington, or is'she going?
.  

MR. HAWKS: That is what Mac is trying to- find out 

now.. This takes a lot of do
ing.' 

Q. Can we stay here with tbe
.new President?' 

. MR. HAWKS: -  It you want to stay bere.
with the new -

President, if he stays be=e
. I don't know that be.is  goi

ng • 

to stay here. That is why 
I want'to usupposeu here fo

ra 

minute. 	 , .. • . 	
. 	• 

Q. Letts put' it on .the basi
s of ghat the' new 	

• 

President does. If be stays
, we stay; and if•be goes, 

we go.. 

• . 	.• 	• 	• 	
. 	. 

MR. HAWKS: Suppose the body 
goes back and the new 

President stays? Do some of
 you want to stay, or go? 

Q.. Stay with the new Presid
ent. 

• 

MR. HAWKS: All right, that 
is what I wanted.to _ 

• find out. .You. knot, there are buses and p
lanes and things - 

- like that. 	- - 	
• 

Q. I know I won't be going b
ack in. any case, 

Can•I get my.luggage back h
ere? How do ve •get luggage on 

the'press plane off of there
? 

MR. HAWKS: If we decide to 
spend'the rAtht here, 

we will get the luggage her
e. Don't worry-about it. 

.Q. 	We have luggage in t
he wire car, but God • 

.knows where it is.: 
	• . . . . . 

• Q. Where.will the net bri
efing be, .bere or where? 

MR. HAWKS: Right here, Sn
 fey. as I know. This is 

where Mac said he could come
 back to. 

END 

.. 	• 	.. . 
. 	• 	

' 


