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NEW ORLEANS—In late'1971, South 
Korean businessman Tongsun Park 
came to Louisiana and '.made ■ what 
then-Rep. Edwin W. Edwards believed .  
was an offer of a money Contribution 
to Edwards' gubernatorial 'campaign, 

According to Edwards,'"Park 'sag-:, 
gested that he was in a "'position to 
make a contribution. He •left the im-
pression that it would be substantial. 
I took it as an offer. I said if I needed 
it I'd get back to him." 	- 

,gchT408,.. 110W„ governor; said his 
campaign never accepted Wang contribu. 
tion from- Park, Edwards said that to 
this day 4he has no idea-'why Park,. 
whom ha- had known in Washington, 
`siitice.4hout 1967, wanted to help him. 

SpecifiCally, the Louisiana goyernor 
denied that there could lave been any 

GOV. EDWIN W. EDWARDS 	
connection between the,offer and Ed- 
wards' central role' while, still a con- 

reaito get subsidiz federal 	to 
buy most of Louisiana's unsold, Bur.. 
Plus rice in early 1971. 

Edwards called the Korean purchase 
of the surplus rice-"the greatest coup 
of my. political . career." The sale 
braked a decline in the prices paid .to 
Louisiana rice farmers and helped pro-
pel Edwards into the governor's man-
si9n, several of his closest, political as- 

. sociates said. • 	- 
, These associates said it was an inir 

iptirtant, factor in his victory, by 4,488 
votes, in .the Dec.:18,1971; Democratic 
prism ry runoff, 'agairist J. Bennett 
Johnston irr-annw,P.E. senator),'and 

confirmed by 
The .168"inillien ,  in subsidized;,* n 

term, low-interest federalli.ganS-IO dco- 
Tea for 	enabled 'Seoul to 
fill % 'domestle'rice deficit withbut.", 

• paying',  out foreign exchange holdings,' 
?which were needed for other purposes. 

The sale was godir for'Sonth Korea 
rice distribUtors and storee, which sold 

.:(See PARK„'A6,.Col.,1 
" 	" aid d 	ai 	 s 	arranging- for- South -Ko- - ... rice coup 	e camp gn 	gres man in 

PARK, From Al 

the American rice on the 
" open market for a profit. 

Edwards acknowledged 
that his wife received a gift 
from Park—a Korean, lac-
quered and inlaid mother of 
pearl table, valued at at 
least $1,000—after the rice 
sale. Another source said 
Park also made a Lincoln 
limousine available to Ed-
wards in Washington on one 
occasion after the sale. 

In addition, federal auth-
roities in Louisiana recently 
received an allegation that 
Park paid $20,000 in cash to 
Edwards' campaign in late 
1971. The source of the alle-
gation asked The Washing-
ton Post that his name not 
be used because of possible 
danger to him or his family. 

The Internal Revenue 
Service and the Justice De-
partment have been inquir-
ing into all contributions to  

,and expenditurea` of Ed-,  
Wards' gubernatorial cam-
paign for some time. 
: Park did not return sev-
eral telephone calls. A per-
son answering his phone in 
Washington last week said 
the Korean was traveling 
abroad. 

His lawyer, Robert J. 
Ables, said in Washington: 
"Based on past conversa-
tions in a general context, 
Mr. Park has said he has not 
made contributions to politi-
cal candidates. I can't go be-
yond that.' 

The period involved was , 
two to three years before 
Congress passed legislation 
in 1974 making it a crime 
for any foreign national to 
even promise to make a 
contribution to any U.S. 
election campaign, unless he 
has been lawfully admitted 
as a permanent resident of 
the United States. 

Park's role in the 1970- 
1971 -efforts to transfer the 
surplus American rice to 

South Korea is still a sub-
ject of controversy among 
those involved in the ar: 
rangement. 	* 

According to a retired ' 
U.S. foreign aid official, 
who Insisted his name be. 
withheld, Park accompan. 
ied Edwards and Rep. Otto 
E. Passman (D-La.) to the 
American Embassy in Seoul 
when the two legislators 
arrived in the Korean capi.-.1 
tal in late 1970 to urge the 
government to agree to the 
rice deal. 

- "After they came .into the 
embassy; Park said he was 
an agent for both the South-
ern and California rice 
growers," the retired • °Hi= 
cial said. 

Edwards said during an in-
terview at his governor's 
mansion at Baton Rouge 
that he recalls Park being 
present at an embassy re- 
ception for the visiting con- _  

gressmen in Seoul: 'how-
ever, he said he stilt as-
sumes Park was "unin-

'`valved" in the transaction'. 
On March 21, 1972, an 

agency of the Korean gov-
”ernment, in a letter to an 
American rice exporting 
firm asserted that Park had 
once again, as in the past, 
agreed to serve as an "inetr-
mediary" in Korean rice 

The letter, from the Re-
public of Korea's office of 
supply in ,Seoul, also as- 
serted that Park's "service 
will be required for all. our 
rice trade with the' United', 
States in the future."-„Tbe 
document was made avail-
able to The -Washington 
Post at the US. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which 
objected to the :arrange-
ment in an April, 1972, let-
ter to the Korean agency. 

In the interview, Edwards 
said he had no knowledge 
that Park had ever tepre-
sented the Korean govern-
ment in any transactions. 
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