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P
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n
d
 P
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n
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.L
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-

M
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A

lthough P
ark is on a first-tiam

e ba-
sis w

ith
 m

an
y
 o

f W
ash

in
g
to

n
's m

o
st 

pow
erful political figures, m

any of his 
activities have rem

ained a m
ystery. 

P
ark

 p
resen

ts h
im

self as a w
ealth

y
 

' b
u
sin

essm
an

 w
ith

 in
terest in

 sh
ip

p
in

g
, 

'oil and rice. H
e and the S

outh „K
orean 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t d
en

y
 th

at h
e is a rep

re-
sen

tativ
e o

f K
o
rea, o

r th
at h

e h
as an

y
 

official connection w
ith it. 

If P
ark

 b
o
asts K

o
rea in

 h
is v

isits 
w

ith
 m

em
b
ers o

f C
o
n
g
ress, it it o

n
ly

 
b
ecau

se in
creased

 A
m

erican
 aid

 to
 

K
o
rea w

o
u
ld

 in
d
irectly

 b
en

efit h
is 

b
u
sin

esses th
ere, h

e h
as to

ld
 acq

u
ain

-
tances. 
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e d
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o
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 an
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 m
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o
w
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tran
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at h
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en
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' h
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the K
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an
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p
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 b
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P
ark subsequently told the coopera-
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ice G
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w
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C
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at h
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n
ew

 th
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ern
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 p
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obert W

. F
reedland, execu-
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F

reed
lan

d
 said

 th
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o
p
erativ

e h
ad

 
p
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u
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 b
een

 u
n
ab

le to
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K

o
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m
m

ercial tran
sac-

tio
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o
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 b
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se its ag
en

t h
ad

 
been unacceptable• to the K

orean gov-
ernm

ent. 
A

fter th
e co

o
p
erativ

e b
eg

an
 p

ay
in

g
., 

co
m

m
issio

n
s to

 P
ark

, F
reed

lan
d
 said, 

"H
e solved the problem

s." 
A

n
 ex

ecu
tiv

e o
f an

o
th

er. firm
 -said.  

P
ark told him

 at P
ark's hom

e in K
orea 

that he w
as "in charge of rice, procure-

m
ent for K

orea, and w
e w

ould have to 
deal w

ith him
." 	

. 
L

ik
e o

th
ers in

terv
iew

ed
, 'th

e ex
ecu
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tiv
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 'h

e d
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 fear o
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'rean governm
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r o
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 d
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- all o
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u
r .eice trad

e w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates in
 th

e fu
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g
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e w
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 P
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P
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ould "arrange final shipping de-
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e K
o
rean

' g
o
v
ern
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en
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w
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A
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El Earn Naltohanot—The Washington Poet 

Sen. Brooke and 'Bongsun Park at the Korean's birthdai party in March. 

PARK, From Al 

baying served as a Smith Korean 
agent., 

Referring specifically to the Korean 
administrator's letter the use of Park's 
services in the rice trade, Ables said 
the letter suggests that the Korean 
agency "had very high regard for Mr. 
Park's knowledge and experience in 
marketing problems and about the Ko-
rean people's preference in rice and 
sought to utilize his expertise as an ad-
viser ..." 

Because the letter referred to Park 
"as the head of his own private com-
pany," the letter made clear that he 
was serving "in a private business ca-
pacity," Ables said. 
- However, Ables said that when the 

Agriculture Department questioned 
Park's role—described in the letter as 
being that of an "intermediary".--the ' 
South Korean government "withdrew 
its request that aVIr."Park serve in this 
capacity and the matter was dropped." 

Referring to comments by business-
men who have dealt with Park, Ables 
said in a letter: 

"certainly something more than 
comments from business competitors 
is required to underpin your assump-
tions, particularly as these comments, , 
as Lunderstand you, were not given in 
arimaffirmative complaint but in re-
sponse to questions by a representa-
tive of The Washington Post, with all 
that such inquiry from that source im-
plies these days." 

To many of Park's friends, the 40- 
year-oldbliclielor 	fasteand 
charm, a gracious host, and a promoter 
of good will between the American 
and,South Korean people. 

"I know of no dealings he has with 
the.government; I know of no dealings 
he has with the Hill; I know of no cam-
paign contributions he has given, and I 
was chairman of the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee. He 
has never asked me for a single thing," 
said Rep. O'Neill, whose press aide 
says Park regularly visits O'Neill to 
push for American aid to South Korea. 

"I think Park is one of the outstand-
ing men I've met," says peter  ja/a-
atesta, deputy assistant secretary of 

commerce. "His word is his bond." 
U.S. District Court and Superior 

Court records in Washington show 
Park has been sued a dozen times for 
alleged nonpayment of bills and loans, 
for, allegedly writing a bad check, and 
allegedly reneging on a contract. 

The allegations of unpaid obligations 
have ranged from a $225 bill for sand-
ing a floor to a $5,163 charge on his 
airline credit card to defaulting on a 
$100,000 loan from a Virginia bank. 

Court records show that most of the 
suits, two filed' as recently as last year, 
were either withdrawn or settled out 
of court, while others have resulted in 
judgments against Park and attach-
anent of his bank accounts. 

Park's lawyer, Ables, said the suits 
-fere filed earlier in Park's business  

career and were , generally ' for 
"coMparatively" small amounts. 

Ables said Park was sued "in his ca-• 
parity as head-of his organization—as 
with the Georgetown Club—thuch like 
a cabinet officer or head of a govern-
ment agency is named when the law-
snit is aimed at the organization and 
not the individual." 

All but one of the suits name either 
Park alone, or Park and one of his com-
panies, Suter's Tavern, Inc., which op-
erates the Georgetovni Club, a private 
club in Washington.- .: 

In: a.  POst inter04W in March; Park  
said he owned about 28 oil tankers. His '  
shipping adviser, Milton G. Notting-
ham Jr.; said recently that he believes 
the figure is closer to two, although 
nobody contends Park is poor. • 

Park and his brother are majority 
shareholders'Of Miryung Songsa Co., a 
Korean distributor for Gulf Oil Corp. 
'The brothers inherited the 'firm from 
their father.  

Gulf was recently revealed to haVes 
paid $4 niillion to South Korea's ruling 
political party to protect theeompa-
ny's assets in Korea. . • 

Park's brother .alSo owns Pan Ocean 
Bulk Carriers Ltd., which owns some 

tiding20 	nc 	tankers financed by 
Gulf and leased back to it and vessels 
used in part to transport rice under 
the Food for Peace program. 

Park himself owns several additional 
South Korean firms, known as the 
yung , Group, which engage in import-
gig-am-  exporting, shipping ,cnnsulting 
and service as agents. 	. 

Park has been entering the United 
States for extended visits either for 
pleasure or business since 1952. He 
owns a $275,000 home in Washington, 
at g.11-30t/a....St.,.--14:W., a small office , 
building 'at 	Street N.W.,. and 
was recently reported to be negotiat-
ing to buy the Sheraton Carlton Hotel 
with a partner, C. Wyatt Dickersop, 

By niost, aecounts, it was Park'idici- 
sion 	operate the elegant George- 

lawn Club after graduating from , 
-Georgetown University is 1963 that 
propelled him to center stage in Wash-
ington political society 

The private club has about 400 mem-
hers, rents space from Park's Suter's 
Tavern under a 39-year lease, and re-
ceives its services from ..Park's cora-
pang 

renearial dinner for Luci 
Baines Johnson's wedding and many 
other Major social 'events have taken 

,place in the ihib's low.ceiling dining 
room, paneled with 1-7th Centoryi.band- 

`what is known about the favors-ex-
tended by Park to the family of .Nancy_ 
Howe, a former assistant to Betty 
fr617, is not inconsistent with Park's 
attempts to garner influence, those- , 
who know Park say. 

Mrs. Haire's husband imu3, , coin= 
mitted suicide in April after it b 

/V
ecame 

known that Park had acted as host for 
overseas travel of the Howe family. Be-.. 

\ carved SPanish wood. 
The club's members have included 

Presidents Eisenhower and Ford, as 
well as members of Congress, Cabinet ,•`•.i 
officers and Supreme Court justiCes, 
according 'to its manager, Norman L. 
Larsen. . 	• 

Park his explained his parties at the 
club and at his opulent, Oriental twine 
complete with $32,800 stereo' set, by 
saying he is grateful for the wealth he 
has acquired..  

"Everybody thinks I have an ulterior 
motive in giving parties," Park told 
The Post in March. 

"I frankly like to have parties for e.  
my friends. 'It is a privilege to be the 
catalyst in bringing people together." 

"Park has a subtle 'waof showing 
you his photo album 	the presi- 
dent of Korea on one side and Hubert 
Humphrey on the other." saye 
American businessf,executive. (A it, aide 

— to Humphrey said 'the senator's only 
contact with Park has been attends/ice 1 
at one of his parties.) 	 ' • 

- 	 • 	' 
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2 Unaware They 
k Like' many of Jongsun for Park's cOmpany,•Suier' 

Par'k's business Activities,' ./Titveri; Inc. . 	•• 

the identitiei of the. (Urea 	But ray, who is some- 

tors the identities of the di- times seen at,  parties escort-

rectors of his ,primarily Ing 'Nose Mary .Woods, 

Washington based :tom eny •mer President 	Pak ••; 
P 	4Sonal..SecretarY, said he be;' 

ars'itimystel%" 	; - 	Came. aware- that he was 

The company, Pacific De listed as a; director earlier 

volovment , 	ved  this Aar when Korth men- ••. 

in 	the  Feed for peace 	tionect he had just found out 
• he was listed as a director. 

and wheat business to Ko-• A 	• coording to correspond- 
rea, acts as an agent for U.S. mice made  availably by 

firms doing business in Ko- Gray Gray told Park in a 

rea and develops business •• 'letter Jan. 30,'"Not onlyhave 4 

ventures in the United I 'never agreed to serve on • 

States. 	. 	, 	the board of the t orpora- 

-eskidiieratingreaaids .never ..:Asked to 

ther-oomwry7 do sa-liiii,itigitilalttended,:•,, 

was. incorpcirated • 	a meeting 'of, the _board, nor, 

t its directors as Robert been asked tO 	so..: To be 

ay, who headt—the frank, I had not even heard 

agOn. Offflae ;of Pin & ; 'of the corporate name until 

n 	a tublirRia; 	recent conversation with-,  
taktiiarrth." 

'Park'si company - replied 
a 	.•,; :Of purported 

of k directors': 
;took. 

The minutes,. provided by 
Gray, „ .':state that Gray, 
Korth, Hanna, Park and. 
Larsen were present 

"Robert K. Gray and Fred 

Korth . Stated -they >dM not among the parties. - 	1  

. Nottingham said he signed 
the minutes hecauselie un- .• 

..derstood the , matters re-•,_ 

ported 	them had :been. 
the subject of agreements 

Wish ..to continue 	 • wouldn't . say the meet 

-tors and that they wished big didn't take Shoe," he 
to resign," the minutes say. 	 it; ",is not ha...:.;1 
'Their resignations were ac coon nonmee  for a  .8mi■111 

:•cepted and. they left the flees. toprepare`:such min- 
meeting." 	 sites ' 'even though directOra 

The minutes are signed by.. ."may not be physically pres- 
Park, 'Larsen,- Hanna and• mit." .. • 	 •  
Milton G.'' Nottingham 	!Ariked if he • :Wai Skiing t•I 

tra.arS'aPled as the Meeting did  not take 
a new director. Nottingham place, Nottingham  said, I. 
is a shipping adviser to Ptirk ' 	said enough." •think 
and Vica..tpresident-,.. of anteiss41 .6*,1?..;4.;an.,.,..,.• 
atlier:kariti•'COIlcian$ 

itervel:•-• viered.,: la err: 
• Star Navigation 	plom,Lue- • 

fiam--art ,Iras7ehifirung agent 	said in a etter. 

• Park-- • 	it.:f• Certain . 
"On the matter of directors, 

• on much of the Food for: 
Peace rice business to ,lici.7..--It.elimiteMil • - taatio 

Corrective. 	 Ei4it 
• \Gray and Hanna said they taken, anie'regrete any 

hahave.never attende4 a direc- 
dA 

; aneeting..1COrthd embarragsmen co,caused- 
tors's. 	 ;lithe  •niisimderstalaling." . 
Larsen de . 'R 	d Kessler , " 


