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In nccor&anco with tho verbal request of M, ‘Melvin Sisenbere
of The President's Comrission and wlth prior approval, SAs lienry B, Helberger
and John F, Gallagher met with Mr, Fisenberg an 3/26/64, to distuss spcctrom

graphic examinaiions conducted on materials r2laiing to the. assassination of F
?resident Konnedy. - E : R R T
SA Heibercer discuséed the spectrographio compérison examinntioné ’f-

shich he conducted in the Laboratory, 84 Helberger advised that the luad \
11loy of the bullet recoverod from the attempted shooting oi General Walker -
vae different from the lead alloy of a large bullei f{ragment reche;ed.trgqu”
the car iu which President Kennedy was shot. SA Gallaghe» advised -y -
r, Eisenberg the spectrographic examinaticns of the bullet iragments N
vecovered from the wound in President Kennedy's head and from tho vehlcle ',
Lo which President Kennedy vas riding at the time of his assassipatiop were:' =
composed of the same chemical clements, A A A

l |
' ' As reported in my meworandum of March 17, 1964 (Jevons to Conrad, .}
W EE HARVEY OSWALD, IS -~ R), SA Gallagher discusscd with Mr, Eisenberg the |, |
‘M8 -outrocn activation analyscs of the parvaffin casts from Oswald. This R |
#B technique you will recall revealed deposlis on the casts characteristic R
>I powder residues, Howmover, it was not 'possible to distinguish tho powder. l
segidues of the rifle cartridges from the powder residuzs of ‘the revolver
sastridges. It was in coonection with this examination that Lx, Eiscakerg E
‘then discussed with SA' Gallagher a letter of Dr, Paul C. debersold, Director, ¥
J)ivision of Isotopes Development, Atomic Energy Comnission, {to - o o
\ssistant Attorney Genmcral. Herbert J. Jiillez, which was dated Dacewmber 11, !

: !

§1963, and subsequently forwarded to The Commission., He read liom this
letter tus following: . S | F
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_.that Dr. Aebersold's letter was writien priox to the actual

. come to our attcntion ond to

Memorandum to Mr. Conrad

Re: ASSASSINATION OF i
PRESIDENT JOUN F, KENNEDY,. . :
11/22/63, DALIAS, TEXAS : :

€2-1C9060 T

~"We would hopo soon to have wmore dutalls
on whether the method (uneutren nctlvation
analyses) will give useiul informatioa to
‘distinguish between smoke deposits from |
revolvers and those frow rifles--by mcas !
of thoir distribution on the body cf the |

person firing *hem and by the levels of

. " antimony and barium (and perbaps ather

‘. ' elements) deposited,

Mir, Eisenberg then asked if more detalled background
was avalloble at tihils Jate. It was pointed out by SA Gallagher
activation analyses esxaminations ol Oswald's casts. No elcments’
were found during these tests to distinguish betwecn rifle and i
revolver deposits. Mr. Gallagher .further nointed out that the . o
data in the prescot -instance were further complicatod by Oswald's "
firing of the revolver subsequent to the firing of the rifle and
by the fact that the casts have been chenically treatcd and wasied
prior to receipt for neutron activation analyses., Nothing bas

our knowledg2 nothing has becen done
subsequent to thesu cxaminatloas wi.ich would assist further in the
interpretation of tie data obtained from the activation analyszs

of the paratfin casts Irom Oswald, . .

ACTION: Nome, for information.
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