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MORANDUM. M&/-/ " March 12, 1964

TO: 3.(Jenﬂar~ziebc;er

FROM: Coleman~-g8lawson

SUBJECT: Taking ot Testimony of Ruth Palne

As you know, Ruth Paine stayed with the Oswald's
in New Orleans a few days before she and Marina drove in
Ruth Paine's station wagon to Irving, Texas, Lee Oswald was
left in New Orlecane and we now know that he very scon there-
after went to Mexico. We have testimony to the effect that
Marina, belng quite pregnsnt a2t this time, did nct take an
active part in packing the station wagon, but that Ruth Paine
and Lee QOswald did most of the work. In fact, probably
Ruth Paine herself did most of the work.

Cur testimony is fairly sclid that when Lee Cswald
w2e in Mexicc he had conly one sultcase and that wes a small
zipper bag. This small zipper bag 18 now in the possession
of the Commission or the FBI and was identified by Marina as
.belonging to Lee during her testimony before the Commipsion.
Hovever, we 8lso have feirly firm testimony that when
Lee Oswald left New Orleans on hie way to Mexlec ne had two
sultcases; there is also some slight indicaticn thet the
suitcases were "rectangular.” The shape and size of the sult-
cases have not been pinned down too well, however, it may be
that only one of the sultcases was rectangular, Anyuay,
neilther of the two witnesses to the fact that Lec Oswald left
New Orleans with two sultcases has ever mentloned the fact
that one of them was a zipper bag.

The disappearance of the second sultease is cne of
those small facts which may Just possibly lcoom large in
explaining what happened on the trip to Mexice and whsther
that trip had any connection with the assagszination. We would
like to see Ruth Paine gquestioned as closely as possille on
whether lLee Oswald was left with two sultczeez or only one,
and whether the suitcases were rectangular, whether cne or
more of them wes a gipper bzg, there approximete size, shaps,
ete,

We feel that especlally great precaution should bz
taken in questioning Mrs. Paine con this point not to lead her
inadvertently into thinking she remembers which ghe dose nov.

MAIRROOM

It 18 possible that further investigation wiil Lol

) on the cther han L i
break down the "one-zipper bag“ chde;ce. z:je;‘.=
Ehese were to happen, i1t would be unfortunate i1 we woe

ef't with an inconsistens Btatement by Ruth Paine whict

really did not reflect her actual e aine

8o far as we know Ruth Paine t aver oeen
questlioned on this point before. AT eSAr Dewn
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