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December 18, 19 89

| Dear Harold ,

I haven't written to you for some time now., mos tly
| because I haven’t had time to learn_more_about the
| JFK-assassinabion lately. All_my time has been comsumed
 trying to write down some of my experiences about
| the difficubies we have had | n_our efforts to untangle
| some of the web surroundin the Palme-murder.
| The wr:i,h’ngrhaLfake_n_Lan ef than I expected. I have
4 deadline” List _of February rext year, hope I'll
_make 1t . o
o To 9i .vegy.auﬁa_glimﬁsa_ofg ome of the N
L gues Lions in the Palme case I enclose an article
| Written by a friend over here . (His name sounds Amenican

| bub he is a Swede.) The second article I enclose is
| _an interview with_an obher $riend of ours named Gumrar

Wall .

I h ofefyoLand, our_wife are_in good health .
 Hopefully the hot Maryla nflsu mmers_haven't been too

fafnﬁ!l for you -
T saw vou on Swedish television some time

ago-. I+ was_the British Chan_n_cLL,Lpﬁogr‘am_H)afrf_
centered around Steven Rivele’s ridiculous theories
| that <ome kind of French under;w_wf,ag_anis_h:‘md_b)/{._
the Mafia were behind the TFK=murd er. Swedich
| Television cut the last 50% of _the program., Wwhich
| was abo ut_ﬁivel_dsf:h_eLor:y__._IJrhInk_kh:‘s_i.m oroved the
____ program. There was on_interview with you | Wthe
_ Tague incident . Ab the bime (fo my joy) you seemed
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Dear Kari, 12/26/89
A weck ago yvesterday I got home from the hospital with three heurt bypasses.

This is the rirst letter I've attempted sinee then. I hape you will understand the
nesd fot brevity asd my failur: to make full reponse/comment. Ypur 12/18 is interesting
as is your project. Good luck with it. There hasn't been that much in the press over here
but the eriticiam of the arrest and the rele.:e of th: alleged subject were repprted.

Gerard (Chip) Selby did the documentary, Re.sonable Voubt. He can be regched at
P.0.Box 174, College Park, Md. 20740. I don't know what means, if any, are available to
him for naking other than the standard US UCR copies. fine young mane.

I seemto be nalidng a good rocord, espd.ially for one of T6. But I do stay tired.

The summer: wWere not too hot but your mention of them comes at a time when we have
just set a record for cold in the month of Dcedumber!

I uas quite dusappointed to learn that tbe Pritish crew went for the Rivele con-
conction but I't please that it was eliminated in your country. Somehov the Bitish TV
reporters seen to be copying he worst of ours. Before I agreed jm to talk to that crew
it promésed it would do no thing as a condition of my appearance. dnother British
crew did likewise with the wase, as a result of which they could not place it here.

I do not remenber even hearing of Peterlemkin. Be somekiat more than merely sus—
picipus of his alleged credentials as a critic. How he cun afford to do what he does
may find a sinple and adequate explanation but that is nat true of his letter. If you
get Uropas-Fire edpect to waste whatever it costs you. +t is a compilation of the nuts
and of their output. I was asked to skim it by the publisher, something I riTused to
put my name to, but while avaiting his response did skin a fev pages and it is really
terrible, by a guy who knows so little he can't begin to see that.

I'.. not in a position to evaluate the Razine business but suggest as a generality
that the ready audience for such stuff over here and the synthetic credentials that attach
to those who make such tales up increases both the cpop and its acceptability. Thise
who air such shows are amxious to latch onto such crap.

You are fortunate that your judicial system served you so much better than
ours served uS.

Thanks also for the nice card. We hope for a good year for us all!

Sincerely, /\ [{Ct&/& /

Harold Weisberg
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|__to be in good form . MHope - our_health has stood by
| vou, I ofco urse  video - taps _tbLf_mgmm,_falkinj_o_f
| videos , I recall that you in your last _leffer wrote that
| a younq man over there in Maryland had made a video
- gbout the TFK-assasscnation as ok of his deqree .
| He had won a_ _ﬂZLWﬁhﬂLVfﬁA_I_WO_Md e inferected
| Im-ac?ui_d_ng_ﬁﬁisvideo_,_QQu_ldgy_mu‘;iurm_;Ju‘s name.
| and address” so that I could write and ask to buy a
__ﬁ,c;o_f.yj Even tou j}x yau_c;an’t_s_&e_a_wﬁdm_madg;_-fo[__ﬁ
 American televisio nmiwo_rksjgm_injumge_._h&_bavc B
4 ditferent system , but I think it can be transformed
| to an additional cost.

| , L_asffb,uf_na.l;lggst,Jpﬁy:au_know_any}br_‘ng_
| about a Cellow named Peter Lemkin % MHe has writkena
letter to my brother (wh ich I enclose) and claims to
" be a lonatime TFK- assasinakion researcher. Iam gome-
what suspicious of the y-rH_ﬁ_im[dSAN__amuﬂd_._ch_ -
| world . How can he afford 1+ 2 Who funds him 2_You are
| one o the Soremost researchers in this Seld and ag far
. as T know you never had the Cunds o travel all around
_ the world giving lectures . | o

- je..c ims_#o be an american and that he amongst.

- _o_)cher_Hlin_gs hos worked Sor the Chnstic Institute .
o The “Razine™ tape he is referring to i n the
letter is o fantastic story connec ted to the Palme ~murder.

LIt s from a_mdz‘opmfmm_ca_lie_d_it}wﬁLLL_M oran Show®

. broadcasted —on Sep tember /_?___!,?,S‘S_i_.LL.-O.S_,Angd_es . The
| program was about the Iran- Contra_arms deals . A CIA-

man_ who oauad._hfmsalf_”_Mr;_m;tne,“_afpmtcd k.
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_Suddenly this “Mr Razine® started ta Ueing_about a tele-
—gram_that had been sent to Phillp Guarino , a man who
______ had ,J)ad,_a._hiﬂ h..gfzosi_l:[a_n_..i‘ n._-_i'he,_R._r;p.ubl,l‘can.__Pari'y_andJlad,A
___been_one _of the to p_men_in Rona_l_d_k_eagans ,fele.céio_n_camyaz‘jn _
_in 1980, The _i'deg ram_ u.Was__smt___by_Lt‘.c'c'.o _Gelly _master of
__th e.._§a_sca‘s.z';E.cﬁ_.ﬁP_&._’f__.l“_f_’.._ewmacon’S___Lodg e in Ttaly. (Well known
___for much s lmdy__busﬂncss_,ﬁ)_-_fh._fr_ﬁ_cu ram said : o
" Please tell our friend that the Swedish tree will be $elled™

It was et .O.tl_.,ﬁhc__2154‘/_2.__9}_5@&tua_f)/_/_%é . _Three days
__beSore 0lo§ Palme was murd c:::_d,__Marp/_...ha ve wondered who
| “our friend™ mentioned in_the telegram could he . JLemkin
_ who_claims_he _knows “M rRazine ™ says”i#'s George Bush £

_ What a_con sy:‘mcy.,f S

B Merry Christmas -

L ke P o
AEO_CDJLSJ‘JSW%QH..*GS_E o
_$-I5)53 _soderkalje | Sweden

P.s. The alcoholic the police suspected had murdered Palme
\ was Sound_not_ quitty In_court , so the case s skl un-
- __solved_,‘,_TJm-_SnwcdisKijud_i_c_'i‘aL.sysfcm}__wifh,sﬁv od the
——pressures of_a_simple %olution® , Thak God !
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Peter Lemkin
P.0. Box 1046
Coronado, CA 92118 USA

4/12/89

Pertti,

I hope you will remember I spoke with you from Stockholm a little
over one month ago about the Palme investigations. I am an independant
Amerikan researcher in assassinations and covert operations. I work
with an informal group of similar researchers around the world,
including Henrik Kruger and Agneta Vistar and others in Skandinavia.

It was a friend of Agneta who had told me about your work. In our
conversations you mentioned a book you were working on. I AM MOST
INTERESTED to recieve a copy or drafts of it as soon as would be possible.
I would gladly pay for any costs involved. I am trying to get up
to date on Palme murder information so I can help to do further
investigation. I have long been a JFK researcher and find the parallels
strong and frightening.

As I know you and your brohter were also long time JFK assassination
researchers, there is a great new book out on the subject. It is called:
CROSSFIRE-The Plot That Killed Kennedy by Jim Marrs, Carroll & Graf, New

York, 1989.

Anyway, I would like to stay in contact. I will be back in the
U.SS.A. for two or three months and then back in Norge. Any information,
leads references or articles (p& svensk, norsk eller dansk, 0.K.) would
be MOST appreciated. If there are any areas in which I can provide infor-
mation, please let me know. I am working mostly on JFK and other
CIA assassinations. U.S. government overthrows and destabilizations,
Iran-Contra and its interconnections and the fascist connections to
western intelligence agencies. 1 was one of the people who supplied
Agneta and Henrik with some of their information linking the Palme
assassination with elements of U.S. intelligence. I was the person
who introduced the 'Razine' tape to Skandinavia.

Good luck with your book and research. A good review of the
research is most needed. CROSSFIRE might give you some ideas as to
format. Let me know if I can help with any leads etc. Hope to hear
from you. I'll contact you by phone upon my return to Skandinavia.

Hjertelig hilsen,

P.S. This is on another matter, but this was sitting on my desk and
thought it might interest you.
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. CIA Linked To Drugs, Air Crash
whuoﬁ;indly

masterminded the bombingas support u_r CIA headgquartess.
| a terrorist act: the kingpin of the drug $Mug- By.mld-Deumb:r. just days before the
! gling operation, a Syrian named Monzes Al-  crash in Scoland, angry and frustrated, the
- Kassar, who mused.duﬁngl!’cknﬁ{wn team made plans o retum H?I.'hc United States
| affair iry Oliver North 10 secretly arm the  wilh their evidence of duplicity and cover-up
! Contras,and whnwas.w:ud.ingmlhcdo:tl— on the pn‘of the CIA, Synian, German and
ments released by Con Traficant's other inielfigence forces in Europe. Quoting
ﬁngwimh:ClAinEu.mpein from the repont released by Congressman
:on of his heroin  Traficant, *Their plan was 10 bring the e+
dence back 1o the United States to inform the
;nvenmem.mdmpub!iciun:eirfmdi_npsf

7

B AmDor gnilits

) \World News NI

Congressional Report Reveals:

| CIA Downs Jet
To Protect Drug
Pipeline

drug courier working for Al-Kassar, the man
whg actually brought the bomb on board the

i i they were under
9 ch.:helndaulaspeculClA announce their remm, but they were
mw:‘fﬁnsmtd Beirut, Lebanon; CLA-1. surveillance by Syrian agents wmng' for
by Erick Anderson the command group for CIA opentives in  Al-Kassar when they m“a\d;’:‘1 their wavel ar-
Germany: and CIA “Control™ a group or in- rangements, wnbchmq\c'iu = ;: mmm
Last December 21, a PanAm Boeing 747 bound for New ‘ dividual who was in command of operauves flight with PanAm I:4

York crashed in Locketbie, Seotland killingall 259 people 1msm.up=nﬂnsbom-bmih“'=u""°‘

| igil , the bombin, was W be a terror-
aboard. Speculation at the time suggesicd that 3 lerronst } Sues Originally, the bombing !

its poi enred I BT i { November ist atack on American Alslines. Jabril who
bomb placed aboard that plane at jts pount of origin in Reconstructing the events @ ) o
Frankfur, West Germany resulied in the downing of the | | and December 1988, Random Lengths has l::m!m mf; :rwf*:ﬂ S
= ; ; \ed by the CIA,
Bocent information based on & release by Ohio Coa- :...The McKee team nlsc! real- c“:‘f‘zmrm: Pi':'::d insiad psts
v gressman James A. Trafican. J% "‘f‘c‘mﬁn"&h‘oﬂ'ﬂ"d‘i” 7ed that some CIA unit WaS american Aiincs 3s his urget
m::ln ﬁﬂ:y'mmm United ;yulu | protecting his drug smuggling  Itwas altcﬂ;zn m:em:;;n;ng; daos: mw
know that it was a werorist bomb, they knew in advance routes into the United States 2 S?U_S. zilm‘ i 'Wesml -
that it was to be plantad onboard FLizht 103, Ard aczord- | | oia Frankfort airport... W?om" BXA) “"‘“of the Mb"m“:‘:'.
ing to an anulysis of information ;;‘l_mmcu:le by Jap:i’qm bmpt and ink WGA-I of thei e
Lengths from the Congressman's office, terrorist ¢t | g 5 ormed " impendin|
L m.-.\;-' have been engineered by the ClA in'Gennany 0| .. found that McKee and his team, :nn_me time anack The CIA requ m.mﬂmm ] m
lin tion which links before December 1988, leamned of Al-Kassar BKA 10 tighten securiry &t air
W prowcet a drug smuggling Opers + and began an investigation of his drugs-and  except PanAm, ostensibly 10 funnel the at-
"anking CIA officials in the Unitcd States and OVEFSEAS | g DUl tack joward PanAm e o
o i wat Wm“n W:tw gﬂ“’-‘ﬁ':“ Kezmlhﬂm thatsome  surveillance in place to monitoe the attack.
gnz.n&mmﬁa?mﬁgﬁm“;am:m; CIA unit, probably ClA-1, was protecting his Events came quickly 10 @ head two to three
B l:?' p;'cd my'l.'hr. source report was allegedly drug smuggling routes into the United States  days priof 10 December 21, with BKA in-
B e Victot wiarcheu.a former ClA agentand co- | | ¥ S sirport, according 10 the con-  forming CIA-1 thabin fact the planncd anack
author of “The CIA aad The Cul Of Intelligence”. pgsgioml_docunems. ) Iudbom swilched from Amencan toPanAm
The key players in what is evolving as a real life spy - McKee also feamed of the mmemxh.: : e S
“iller include: Abmad Ja.h_rll. a2 leader of the radical rween Al-Kassarand the C1A, whereby ...AI-KBSSZI’ had notifie
R muwm'dwdmmw - m.m, h'wm;e%hl.:’m u.r.hmgu‘:'u asis- CIA handlers that the McKee
Ouinoe s \ Tance n siding 0 overseas,and team was about to blow the
L T that it was kw0 M"’;::"&"’ Syisa whistle on the drugs for hos-
back 10 CIA beadquarters in L“,,;';," vi- tage arrangement...
' th information re 13 inves- - = % T :
_— ._‘f'\MES ALLEN ﬁ:uw.memmwn.m whmhbnl_nmdaq;hgnmul‘mryu
i 4 reparied 1o their in Langley that u:eo!.lﬂuhnes.whnlesmulmmuslym- )
(312\519 1447 of the bostage locations. The Kassar had notified his CIA handlers that the &
/ they had flm stag 1
& CIAdidantraply.TthcKue team, believ- Mcxacumwnahoumuowunwmnhm
ingﬁwyhdbannknmindncoldbylhdt the drugs for hostage arrangemenL CIA-1
. wmmmﬂulan;lzy.mwmsed_.md wlmdtommpmplcmmcimpud-
@@ e lized their lives were in danger without = 7 ” .

tealisued From Page 4

~IA Linked To PanAm Air Disaster

1 1g attack but did not want 1o risk the Al-
mopenmehemmolHnﬁpapnm
‘o CLA-1 is not known, but at this ime law
Jforcement security tightened around all but
anAm airlines,

Twenty-four hours before the flight, &

According mlheupm.ule:ﬂﬁvemd
possibly eight CLA agents — the McKee
m‘rn—-bsn.heitliminlhstywl.nck-

...CIA “Control”, replied
back: “don’t worry about it
don’t stop it. Let it go...

headquaners passed the information on 10
CIA-1. CIA-] reporied w0 CIA *“control”,
whao replied back: “Don't worry about it,
don't stop iL. Let it go.” CIA-1 issued no -
structions to the BKA or 1o BKA's surveil-
lance agent al the airport.

erbic when the bomb in the brown Samsonile

;ossad (Isracli Inielligence) agent reported
uuBKAﬁuubombwddenptodubwd
¢ PanAm flight. BKA asked CIA-1 foc
siructions. CIA-1 did not reply 10 BKA.

On the day of the Might, Jabril, through an
termediary, activaicd the Al-Kassar drug
uiz 4t the PanAm terminal, using @ turkish
poge handler 1o hold the suitcase for load-
¢ unuil the other luggoge had cleared cus-

s snspection. A BKA surveillance agent

.Theagent,alertto the bomb
arnings, called in a report to
s superiors, saying some-
ing was very wrong...

iching that PanAm flight's loading no-
2 that the “drug" suilcase loaded that day
s different in make, shape, material and
ot 10 the one normally used for Al-Kassars
1g shipment. The agent, alen 10 the bomb
mings, called in a report 10 his superiors,
‘ng something was very wrong. BKA

A BKA videotape, made in the arca al
Frankfust airpont on that day, showed the
wrator in the act of loading the suilcase
containing the bomb onto PanAm Flight 103,
BKA's copy of the Lape was “last”, but the
investigative repon alleges that CIA conurul
has a copy in existence.

suilcase exploded. Whatisunclear is whether
the bambing was allowed 1o protect the Al-
Kassar drug pipeline, or 1o protect the politi-
cal reputations of those in the United States
who benefitied from the amangement the
Cl1A had with Al-Kassar, Whatisalso unclear,
is whether the filn and documents which the
d

McKee team hoped 10 make public were ever
[omdumn;slh:mbbkmmcgmundm
Lockerbie,

Note: On November 3. 1989 a cowrt order
wayissued in an atiempl 10 obiain the rc_!em
of findings regording CIA involvement in the
crash of PanAm Fum_mj.
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SWEDEN

Palme murder investigation
weaves a tangled web

THE MURDER OF Swedish premier Olof Palme on
February 28, 1986, was a trauma for a nation whose
people believed themselves safe from the political
violence afflicting other countries. The mystery that
continues to shroud the assassination and the scandals
that have developed around the investigation have added
to a series of scandals in recent years that have been
shaking the credibility of the state administration.

This has a particular political importance in Sweden, a
country that never experienced a democratic revolution.
The policy of the state was liberalized under the pressure
of the mass movement and international events, but
fundamentally the administration has retained

considerable arbitrary power.

All these contradictions are now coming to a head with
the start, on May 30, of the trial of a suspect that most
Swedes find it hard to believe could be guilty.

MICHAEL JENSEN

"

HEN OLOF PALME was

murdered in 1986, the police

response was the greatest

non-investigation in the coun-
ry’s history, It started with the failure o
block roads inside and outside the city, to
put a guard on the airports, docks and rail-
road stations and lo issue a national elarm
immediately, despite the fact that the iden-
lity of the victim became known minutes
aflter the murder. In fact, in general nothing
was done on the national level in the first
hours after the murder,

It is possible that police were not author-
ized to 1ake such drastic measures, but this
gave an unfortunate impression of indiffer-
ence. Many people certainly expected that
vigorous measures would be taken, if for
nothing else than to demonstrate the
nation's anger and the effectiveness of the
police force. But the police took no imme-
diate steps other than those that would be
carried out for an “ordinary” murder.

Others, outside the police forces, did take
drastic measures, That is evident from the
fact that the top military command met on
the night of the murder to assess whether
there was a military threat.

After this unimpressive beginning, it
seems odd that it was a bureaucrat, the
county police chief in Stockholm, Hans
Holmér, a jurist without police training,
who took operational charge of the murder
investigation. His activity has been

described in & white paper prepared by
Jjournalists at the weekly Proletdren entitled
*The murder of Olof Palme and the police
wail.”

Holmér disregarded the national police
chief, the national police command, the
assassination commission and all the pro-
fessional police authorities on murder cas-
es. He assigned the best qualified murder
investigators that could be brought into the
case to sorting out tip offs that he later
assessed personally.

Repression against
~ Kurdish community

Hans Holmér has good connections at the
top, and he got'a representative of the gov-
emment in his investigation group, a per-
son who was subsequently described as a
passive observer but who helped to give the
impression that Holmér had the govern-
ment's consent for everything he did. It
was important for the gevernment to main-
tain that the contact man was an observer,
since direct control would conflict with
Swedish basic law.

However, all this was discussed only a
long time afterward. In the first period,
everyone belicved that the murderer would
quickly be caught. And Hans Holmér, who
had already started out on what would be

“the main trail for him, lost no time, Two

weeks after the murder, a Kurdish book-
shop/café in Stockholm was raided, and 1en
people were arrested simply for being on
the premises,

When the proseculors later started 1o
question the legality of of Hans Holmér's
methods, his close contacts with the gov-
emment were a factor that delayed his
removal as the head of the investigation.
Instead, one after the other, the prosecutors
went off the case, because Holmér was
clearly disregarding democratic rights and
liberties. In several instances, a legal
authority, the Swedish jistice ombudsman,
has established that Holmér broke the law.
He is now being prosecuted for certain such
violations, and further prosecutions are
possible.

Evidence pointing to police
involvement

While the campaign against lh; K-uras‘

was going on, on March 13, 1986, 2 man -

with right-wing tympll.h.las and a cenain
connection to the reactionary European
Workers Party was a amrested. The evidence
was so weak that the pmucutnr released
him on March 19. Then, harassment of the
Kurds in Sweden got underway in eamest.
If this witch-hunt had led 1o the expulsion
of some Kurds, the chief of the investiga-
tion could have said “We know who mur-
dered Olof Palme. There was not enough
evidence to convict him, but it was more
than enough to deport him.” Then later,
Holmér might have been able to say, “he
died in a Turkish prison.” Instead, the
witch-hunt against the Kurds led to Hol-
mér's downfall. The attack was too crude,
and no evidence was ever offered.

There is a long series of circumstances
that point to the involvement of policemen.
One of them is the absolutely unbelievable
disregard of witnesses who offered unwel-
come testimonies (that is, those who did not
point out Kurds). The following are the
salient points in the “police rail.”

There are ms at least 20 witness-
es about ¢ m e time and place
of the murder. All of these accounts cited g
tall, often blond, m d, in at least eight
accounts, he was supposed to have had a
walkie-talkie (or other radio communica-
tions equipment). These are wimesses that
were found by journalists without help
from the police. The real number could be
much larger. There is no such testimony
about Kurds or even people of a foreign

One wit.r;css. called “Lars" in the mass
media, followed the murderer and encoun-

/D wie k)
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tered a police car that slowly passed him,
and somewhat later turned back. “Lars"
asked the commanding officer in the car,
“are you chasing the one who fired in
Sveavig?" “Yes," the police answered. But
this conversation ook place five minutes
before the alarm went out, if we are to
believe the commissioner who arrived first
at the scene of the murder and left a minute
after the alarm was given, at 11:30pm. The
alarm is supposed to have been sent out at
11:29pm, but policemén had tumed up
already at 11:23 and said that they were
after the murderer, and no-one in the lead-
ership of the investigation thought it worth-
while 10 look into this any further.

Other witnesses say that they can identify
a certain policeman who was at the site of
the murder but who claims o have been at
home. One witness reported about a tall
blond man, but got the answer “No tall
blond men are in question” from a police-
man. Another witness says that he saw a
certain poli get in a bus five minutes
after the murder. He had difficulty making
his deposition and was finally threatened
by a policeman... “If you go on like this,
you are going to be prosecuted.” The bus
driver gave a similar testimony, and was
subjected to aggressive treatment by the
police. Another witmesses had to wait for
up to a year before they could give testimo-
ny that seems quite central. Some were not
heard at all. ‘

The investigation has not systematically
studied the police trail. Moreover, since the
leadership of the investigation was never_
ready to consider such a hypothesis, the
data is lacking for such a study. The police
car mentioned above that appeared on the
fleeing murderer’s path does not appear in
the police force"s own reconstruction of the
events.

Links between police and
extreme right

A large number of the policemen on duty
on the night of the murder belonged to the
notorious group in the Stockholm police,
the so-called Baseball League, who appear
in civilian clothes, often sports outfits,
from which they got their name. The group
was sef up to deal with street violence, but
with hundreds of complaints about its
involvement in violence it quickly came to
be seen itself as a threat in the street scene,
even by the police. Although the group was
formally dissolved, it seems to have per-
sisted as a tightly knit social group.

A part of this group have outspoken fas-
cist sympathies, and even before the mur-
der the Stockholm police were obliged to
investigate the existence of right-extremist
groups in the force. Among other things, a
South African police magazine published a
statement by a visiting Swedish policeman
who expressed his approval of the South
African police riot gear intended for use
against the Black majority.

Hans Holmér left the leadership of the

investigation on March 5, 1987, after a
flood of criticism from the prosecutors for
his illegal actions, especially against the
Kurds in Sweden. In a certain sense, it can
be said that the legal system functioned,
but that goes only for the part that the pros-
ecutors are directly responsible for. It does
not apply, for example, 1o the assessment
of tip offs, which really determines who
comes under suspicion.

The new leadership of the investigation,
made up of three prosecutors, in fact adopt-
ed the old starting point, which excludes
the police from suspicion. The commis-
sion's spokesperson, Jérgen Almblad, has
morcover made statements several times in
the media that seemed to clear the police of
suspicion, but which have later proved 1o
be incorrecL.

At the end of 1988, a 41-year-old man
was arrested for the murder, His trial is to
begin at the end of May, and is expecied to
last for a month. He is an alcoholic and a
drug addict, and has been portrayed by the

investigating commission as a crazy loner, .
the perfect solution for the Palme assassi-

nation.

Mass media kept silent
about “police trail”

But it is hard to believe that the perpetra--

tor of this murder was a man previously
arrested and convicted for 63 crimes,
including an unsuccessful to steal &
pack of sausages worth 11 kronar [a linle
more than §2, a pathetic sum in view of
high Swedish prices]. His latest brush with
the law was over urinating against a shop
window in central Stockholm.

All the serious crimes he has committed
have been related to outbursts of rage, and
he has been arrested in connection with
every case. He is hardly the sort of man to
manipulate shells so that the shooting
would make less noise, as is believed w
have been done in the case of the Palme
murder, and to have eluded the police for
three years.

The evidence has remained weal, and the
mass media give the impression that people
are being prepared for an acquintal. A well-
known lawyer made statements several
times in the media that there is not suffi-
cient evidence for a conviction, that the
suspect should never have been prosecuted,
and 50 on. And the evening paper Aftonbla-

det did a poll showing that less than 20%

of the population believe that he is guilty.

With the exception of some articles in the
social-democratic magazine Arbetet, which
is published in Malmd [a port city just
across the strait from Copenhagen] and not
read in Stockholm, the mass media have
kept silent about the police trail. The con-
tributions that have come forward have
focused on details, often odd ones, making
it totally impaossible for the general public
to comprehend what is involved.

The biggest daily, the liberal Dagens
Nyheter, has offered mainly disinforma-

tion. From the outsel, it had regular meet-
ings with Holmér. After the anti-climax
represented by Holmér's departure, the
paper has continued to back the new leader-
ship of the investigation, and in the recent
trial against Proletdren [for libeling police
officess] it came to light that the informa-
tion in an interview in Dagens Nyheter that
seemed to exonerale the police was proba-
bly fabricated by the staff.

One scandal leads to
another

In &’g case, it was denied by the
spokesperson for the new leadership of the
investigation when he was called on testify
under oath about his interview. Another
alternative is that the new spokesperson,
Jérgen Almblad, was a bit careless with the
truth. He has been caught out on previous
occasions.

It is often crime reporters who have cov-
¢red the murder of Olof Palme, and their
jobs depend on cooperation from the
police. When, in addition, the official lead-
ership of the investigation refused to dis-
cuss the slightest suggestion that police
might be involved, they did not have any
nerve to raise the question.

In the spring of 1988, the police arrested a
policeman at a Swedish customs post with a
banned listening device. He tumed out 1o
be a private bodyguard for publishing com-
pany director Ebbe Carlsson, former press
secretary of a previous social démocrat
minister of justice. The mystery of a private
individual who got a bodyguard from tne
police and proved 1o have a letter of recom-
mendation from the minister of justice led
finally to the resignation of the minister,
along with others. Ebbe Carlsson's trail
proved to be a variation of the Kurdish
hypothesis, this time even more clearly
backed by govemment representatives.

So, one scandal opened up another, but
while they have been peeling away like an
onion, we are not getting closer to the truth.
Rather, the path to the murderer is being
blocked by one scandal after another,
which all have to be investigated both by
the prosecutors and the parliament’s consti-

Now, all sections of the bourgeoisie and
the top echelons of the social democracy
are clearly hoping that the murderer will
not be found, or at least not turn out to be a
policeman. The police and judiciary have
so committed themselves to defending their
own people that a non-partisan investiga-
tion would find the entire legal system a
solid brick wall.

There is no freedom of speech when it
comes 1o the murder of Olof Palme. A wit-
ness reported seeing a policeman just
before the murder. Neither the police nor
the mass media reacted. Then, the witness
wrote a book, naming the policeman, and
three lefi-wing papers published the infor-
mation — the Workers" Communist Party
paper Norrskensflanman; the Communist
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League-Marxist Leninist paper Proletdren;
and Jnternationalen, the paper of the Social-
ist Party, Swedish section of the Fourth
International. The witness was sued by the
wo policeman, along with Norrskensflam-
man., Then, the chancellor for justice initiat-
ed a case against the other two papers for
aggravated libel, taking over individual
suits against them by the policemen.

The case against Proletdren has just con-
cluded, and the others will soon be heard.
In the Proletdren case, where the defen-
dants were allowed 1o call witnesses under.
oath, several points were revealed that cast
even more suspicion on the police. In con-
nection with these prosecutions, a cam-
paign for press freedom is being conducted
in Sweden, along with collections for the
papers under attack.

Olof Palme's murder has given rise o
conflicts on a scale never seen before in
Sweden. A significant minority of indepen-
dent journalists and others are convinced
that the judicial system is covering up for
the murderer, while the mass media are
keeping a tight lid on it all. And the state
prosecutors have the support of less than
20% of the population in believing that the
person who is to be wried for the murder is
guilty.

In the coming weeks, the trials will be
held against the left papers /nternationalen
and Norrskensflamman, as well as against
the suspect. The authorities will do every-
thing 1o cover up the facts concerning the
police trail, and if the judgments are handed
down in July at a time when the workers are
an vacation, that may make it more difficult
10 mobilize people in defence of the right of
free speech.

Al the same Lime, pressure is growing for
consideration of the police trail. In the sum-
mer, & report is expected from an in-
dependent committee headed by journalist
Herbert Sédersudm, who has investigated a
long series of circumstances and observa-
tions since the time of the murder. %

State sues
Socialist
Party

paper

THE NEWSPAPER of the
Swedish section of the
Fourth International,
Internationalen, has come
under attack from the state
for what it has written
about the investigation of
the Palme assassination.
As we go to press, itis
about to be taken to court
on charges of aggravated
libel of policemen.

The following interview
about this case was given
to Gerry Foley in
Stockholm May 12 by
Gunnar Wall, a member of
the staff of Internationalen.

HAT IS the charge

agalnst Internationalen?

Internationalen is being

sued by the chancellor of

justice, who is the highest state prosecutor

in cases relating to the freedom of speech.

He is accusing /nternationalen of the grav-

er variety of libel, which is called aggra-

vated libel. This means that the publisher

responsible for the paper could be sent to
jail if we are convicted.

That has not happened in Sweden in a
number of years, and it is rather unlikely.
But in the related libel cases against two
other left-wing papers, the prosecutor has
argued that the publishers should be sent
10 jail.

® For how long?

He never specified. The maximum is
two years. No-one has been sentenced on
such charges in Sweden for 25 years. In
the 1970s, two journalists were sent to jail
because they had exposed an illegal intelli-
gence operation. Then, the publisher of the
paper was not taken 1o court. Instead they
sued the two joumnalists, who got sentenc-

es of a year. In fact, our publisher is facing
the threat of & jail sentence because of
what [nternationalen has wrilten,

M Is the real threat Jall or high fines?

There is also a danger of fines. Fines will
not be any substantial amount [in the chan-
cellor for justice's suit]. The more serious
problem is that the four cops that have
sued us are asking for compensation [and
whose suits have been taken under the
chancellor's case). Together, they are ask-
ing for 400,000 crowns [about $80,000].
Internationalen also faces the threat of hav-
ing 1o pay the cops’ court costs.

There is not a big risk of any jail sen-
tence, or that we will have to pay the full
amount that the cops have asked, because
they have asked for a much higher amount
of money than is ever paid out in libel cas-
es, By way of example, the weekly news-
paper of the KPML-t, Proletiren, got its
sentence yesterday. The cops asked them
for a million and a half crowns. They got
165,000. .

One of the articles in Proletdren was
declared aggravated libel. Some others
were ruled libel, and more than half were
exonerated. So, even if our two articles are
ruled 1o be aggravated libel, such a sum is
absolutely unrealistic. But still there is 2
threat, because even if we had to pay 2
smaller amount of money, that would
effect our possibilities to publish a paper
of the quality that we have now.

m What exactly did you publish that
Is supposed to amount to aggravat-
ed libel? -

We are supposed to have described four
cops as accomplices in the Palme murder.
We have written a number of articles on
the Palme case, and two of these articles
(in issue 49, 1987 and issue 2, 1988) have
been sued. We have asked a number of
questions about the authorities” investiga-
tion of the Palme case.

There are a number of things that seem
more and more scandalous. One of these is
the possible implication of members of the
Stockholm police force in the murder, or in
a cover-up, or helping the murderer get
away. A number of wilnesses® stories point
to the possibility of some sort of police
involvement.

All this has to be seen in relation to the
background of the case — the scapegoal-
ing of a Kurdish organization and other
scandalous things which give the impres-
sion that the authorities are not really inter-
ested in getting the true facts about what

M So you wrota about the blzarre
aspects of the assassination and
the Investigation, not that these four
cops were Implicated?

Yes. Then the question about the cops
began to come up during 1987, when more
and more people were starting to have seri-
ous doubts about what was really going on
in the investigation. That was after the res-
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ignation of Holmér, who was the chief of
the investigation for the first year, He was
the highest bureaucrat in the police in
Stockholm at the time of the murder, and
he took personal charge of the investiga-
tion. That was a rather an edd thing o do
for a person who is not a professional
investigator. He has a background as a
chief of the security police and as an attor-
ney.
Holmér has never been a cop with
investigative experience and so on. In
Swedish law, it is the state sttomeys who
should lead major investigations, and the
police should be their helpers, so 1o speak.
But in fact, Holmér succeeded in taking
the leadership over the heads of the attor-
neys. He handled the investigation totally
for & whole year, and devoted most of the
police forces to an effort o pin the murder
on the Kurdish organization, the PKK.

This whole case went o pieces after a
big raid in January 1987. After that, it was
obvious that he had no evidence. It had
only been a lot of very loose speculation.
So, he had to resign, and from then on a
lot of newspapers started to be critical of
the whole investigation. A lot of indices
that pointed o something being wrong
were raised in the newspapers and on the
radio. So, over 1987, more and more
papers started to write about things hap-
pening in the investigation and also about
witnesses who had seen cops doing things
that did not look right.

One of the witnesses wrote a book
which came out at the end of 1987. And -
when it became known what he was writ-
ing, and that he was publishing the names
of two of cops (who were later 1 sue us),
the attomeys for the cops talked about try-
ing to get the book withdrawn. His name
was Lars Krantz. He was a TV producer,
and he had been a wimess 1o an episode
during the night of the murder. Also some
pictures of the cops were published in two
other left-wing papers.

At Internationalen, we came to the con-
clusion that there was going to be an
attempt 1o gag the press, and so we also
published basic facts about what was
called the "police trail.” That was 1 help
to make it impossible for the authorities o
suppress information sbout this. We did
not know if we would be sued, but we for-
mulated the things we wrole in a very
exact way, end we were careful not o say
that these cops were involved or anything
like that.

We only pointed to a number of facts,
and the lack of investigation of these facts.
And that was in the first article that was
sued later. The other article, ironically,
was part of an'interview with a member of
parliament, In December 1987, after we
had published the first article, a statement
was published by & parliamentary commis-
sion charged with investigating the author-
ities" handling of the Palme case, the Eden
Man Commission.

The Commission submitted a substantial
report at the end of spring 1988, But

already, in December 1987, it issued a
smaller statement conceming the police
hypothesis. They said that they had looked
into that, and they had found no reason to
belicve that any policemen should be weat-
ed as suspects.

On the other hand, they said that they
had no basis for excluding the police or
anyone else who could be involved, But
our hypothesis was that this statement
from the commission was a political
attempt 1o counter the debate in the press
about the police hypothesis.

So, we interviewed one of the members
of the commission, a member of the Swed-
ish Communist Party, the VpK, Goran
Svensson. He is no longer in parliament.
He is a rather famous CP theoretician, and
he had also signed this staternent.

The interview was rather long, and we
published it in two parts, We asked him
why the Commission came to the con-
clusion that it did. In the interview, he
gave more detailed arguments than any
other paper has published. But still, iron-
ically, this article was sued because we
had mentioned the names of the policemen
in it. That is the basis of the suit, s0 to

speak.

m But now you conslder that this |s
a question of freadom of the press.
You are running a defence cam-
palgn that Is not purely a legal one.
What kind of support have you
had?

Ourselves and the other two papers who
have been sued agreed on a statement, and
we asked people to sign it. We have got
signatures from 500 well-known people —
for example, the chief editor of the social
democratic daily Arbetet in Malmd, Lars
Enquist, the very famous Swedish actor
and director, Hans Alfredsson, and a num-
ber of authors, such as Wemer Aspen-
strim.
® What about support from Journal-
Ists’ organizatlons?

Not from the central journalists” union.
But we have been supported by the former
editor of Dagens Nyheter, Olof Lager-
cranz, who is also a well-known author
and has a very high standing.

Hm_.He Is the one who wrote an
acclaimed blography of Strindberg?

Yes. And a number of other journalists
signed. But most of them were not journal-
ists in the daily press. I think this may be
because most of the big media have been
cautious on this for a number of reasons,
and it is not easy for journalists to sign.
So, most of the people who have signed
are so-called free professionals, like art-
ists, authors, actors and so on.

But also we have stalements from the
journalists® clubs on a number of papers,
and from the executive board of one of the
two big unions on the Swedish radio cor-
poration, the SIF, which represents part of
the journalists and all of the technical

staff, It-organizes white-collar workers in
industry, everyone from Lypisis to the
bosses. Many of the TV journalists, on the

. other hand, are in the journalists® union.

M Do you link the three cases?

The statement is @ common one on the
basis of defending freedom of speech and
of the press. We thought that, even if we
have differences with the other papers, the
basis of the attacks was the same, It was an
attempt to stop a free debate about this
issue. We have no reason to dissociate our-
selves from the other papers, even if we
say that we wouldn't have handled the sto-
ry the way they did.

M But your lagal casae Is different?

Yes. There are three trials, and not one.
We don't have any responsibility for the
others.

® They did dlfferent things? They
accused speclfic policemen of
baing Implicated?

Norrskensflamman's case is rather simi-
lar to ours. Proletéren, on the other hand,
had a much more aggressive campaign,
including describing the four cops as sus-
pects — not as accomplices, but as sus-
pects. They also had their pictures on the
front page week after week. And they dis-
tributed hundreds of thousands of copies of
a leaflet with the names and pictures of the
policemen. They ran a headline on the
front page of their magazine saying “Sue
us or indict us if we are guilty, or if we are
wrong.” They were more or less asking for
a suit against them, and to achieve that,
they were openly provocative.

There were both good and bad sides 10
doing that. On the one hand, they succeed-
ed in geiting a lot of publicity; on the oth-
er, they took bigger risks. I am not
necessarily saying that what they did was
wrong. But we only take responsibility for
the things that we have done.

It was only us and Proletdren who were
sued by the chancellor of justice. Norrs-

was sued by the cops as indi-
viduals. The chancellor for justice's
position in our case and that of Proleidren
was that we should not be allowed to call
any wilnesses. He argued that we should
not be allowed to demonstrate that the
things that we were wriling were true,
because it was illegal from the start to say
things like that, since an investigation of
the crime was going on. He was defeated
in the Proletdren case, because they were
permiited to call a number of witnesses,
including Holmér himself.

® Does that mean that you will also
be able to call witnesses?

Well, we have not yet come to the point
where that will be decided. The Proletdren
case was heard in G6teborg, and we are in
Stockholm, We have indications that in
Stockholm the court is more severe. They
will allow us to have witnesses, but they
may be more restrictive about it. %
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