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MURKIN Conspiracy 

gleefully pointed out that Ray was "unable to produce one witness 

to establish Raoul's existence,"35  he did produce the name of a 

man whom he implied might have some connection with Raoul, even 

if the connection was unrelated to the King case. 
\ 

In a 1977 interview with the Canadian Broadcast Company 

(CBC) Ray first mentioned the name Randolph Erwin Rosenson. Ray 

claimed that in November 1967, a few weeks after he had met with 

Raoul, he found a business card with Rosenson's name on it (then 

Randolph "Rosen") in the front seat of his white Mustang 

ate 	 OAP\ /44tv,1147g4/14/ 

Ray described the incident to the author as follows:36 	\k7 

In November 1967 I found, before crossing into 
California from Mexico, a pack of cigs. between the 
seats in front of the car I was driving, a Mustang. 
The cigs. were in 'a plastic container and stuck 
between the two was a business card. On one side it 
had the name Randolph Rosen written in long hand along 
with a Miami address. The other side had typed names 
& addresses inked out although New orleans appeared to 
be the city plus there were initial [sic] which I 
believe were LEAA. 

Ray claims that when he was in jail in Memphis following the 

assassination, he began to make some notes; and he then scribbled 

"Rosen's" name and the Miami address that was on the card, 

putting the numbers of the street in reverse order.37  * Ray 

provided the author with a photocopy of a receipt issued to him 

by the Shelby County Jail for money he had received from his 

sister. The receipt is dated December 23, 1968, and the 

* 
In prison Ray wrote almost all phone numbers and addresses in 

reverse numerical order, a crude code presumably designed to 

1,..4., 

co fuse the authorities who he assumed were surveilling him. 

automobile. 

/64(41,-  
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scribbled notations on it read: "0811 N. W. River Dr. 

Mi,F1.ROSEN LEA (intelligible]". That these notations were made 

in December of1968 rather than at some later time has yet to be 

established. Wne 	fAirt 4-440 
I 

Ray stated to the author that it was not until 1975 that he 

discovered that Randolph Rosen was really Randolph Rosenson.38  

In preparation for one of the several lawsuits that Ray has 

initiated against authors who have written about him, Ray claims 

Y■ 	that his then attorney Clyde Watts, now deceased, investigated 

^' " 01 "Rosen" in New Orleans. According to Ray, Watts discovered that 

"Rosen" was actually Rosenson, that he had a criminal record and 

04L 	that he was a narcotics dealer. 

Ray's intimation that Rosenson might have information about 

Raoul (made during Rays 1977 CBC interview) prompted HSCA to 

conduct what the Committee described as "an exhaustive investi-

gation of Rosenson's background, associates and movements in the 

1960s."39 HSCA made some interesting discoveries." Rosenson 

had indeed traveled to Mexico in late 1965 and early 1966, 

although the Committee could not place him there in late 1967 

when Ray alleges he found the card with "Rosen's" name on it 

after meeting with Raoul. Ray further alleged that at the time 

of this Mexican encounter, Raoul was dealing some sort of contra-

band which Ray thought to be narcotics or stolen cars.41  

According to HSCA, Rosenson operated a traveling carnival 

business that, as the Committee put it, "gave him mobility..
42  

But it is the pattern of Rosenson's "mobility" in the year 

following Ray's 1967 escape from Missouri State Penitentiary (the 

year preceding the assassination) that is most intriguing. 
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Although HSCA found no evidence that Rosenson was in New Orleans 

in December of 1967 when Ray drove there from Los Angeles and 

allegedly met with Raoul, the Committee did find that Rosenson 

was in Los Angeles at the same time as Ray and that Rosenson made 

frequent trips to New Orleans to visit friends and relatives. 

Moreover, Rosenson "traveled in many of the same New Orleans 

circles as Ray s associate Charles Stein, a former New Orleans _ -  

resident who lived in Los Angeles in 1967."43  Rosenson and 

Stein, with whom Ray was acquainted in Los Angeles, seemed to 

have quite a bit in common. Both were known to New Orleans 

police "for similar criminal conduct"; they shared the same 

lawyer, frequented the same bars, and "had mutual acquaintances" 

in New Orleans.44 

The Committee also established that Rosenson was in 

Birmingham, Alabama in March 1967 when Ray purchased the rifle 

that was eventually identified as the murder weapon. The reader 

will recall that- Ray claims to have purchased the rifle on 

Raoul's instructions, as a sample to be shown to prospective 

buyers in a gunrunning deal. 	HSCA also found that Ray and 

Rosenson used the same Birmingham bank during this period. 

HSCA interviewed Randolph Rosenson six times, and he 

appeared before the Committee in executive session.*  He denied 

knowing Ray, Raoul, or Charles Stein. HSCA concluded: 

Despite the opportunities for Ray and Rosenson to have 
met, an extensive field investigation, including 
interviews of Rosenson's relatives, friends, business 
associates, criminal contacts and numerous law 

* 
As with most HSCA records, his testimony has not been made 

public. 
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enforcement officials failed to establish a definite 
link between Ray and Rosenson. The Committed 
concluded that Rosenson was not inv9lved with Ray in a 
conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. 

This conclusion is a stunning non sequitur even by HSCA 

standards. To the atithor's knowledge, Ray has never claimed that 

Rosenson was in any way involved in an assassination .conspiracy 

but, rather, that Rosenson might be a link to Raoul. Nor did Ray 

claim to have had any direct contact with Rosenson. The question 

under investigation should have been whether any of Rosenson's 

criminal associates or contacts had seen Rosenson with any Raoul-

like characters, not whether they had seen Ray and Rosenson 

together. 	It is also indicative of HSCA's failure to apply 

consistent standards of evidence that despite the pattern of 

geographic proximity and mutual acquaintance, the Rosenson matter 

was dismissed for lack of an eyewitness while the Committee's 

conclusion that Ray was linked to a St. Louis-based conspiracy 

was offered without a single witness who could establish linkage, 

and was based solely on the opportunities for linkage provided by 

geography and mutual acquaintance. 

There was also a more recent episode in the saga of the 

traveling carnival man, one never mentioned by HSCA. It was Ray 

who indicated in a letter to the author that Rosenson "was in the 

Andrew Johnson Hotel in Knoxville when I escaped [from Brushy 

Mountain Prison in Petros, thirty-five miles outside of Knox-

ville[ in June 1977..46  This was confirmed by Stan DeLozier, a 

reporter for the Knoxville News-Sentinel who had done a story on 

Rosenson in 1978 when he was being questioned by HSCA.47  

DeLozier managed to dig up information which HSCA either did not 
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have or chose not to reveal. He interviewed Rosenson's Knoxville 

lawyer, Gene A. "Chip" Stanley, Jr. Stanley confirmed that 

Rosenson had been convicted in New Orleans of drug offenses and 

customs violations. The reader will recall that Ray claimed that 

Raoul was dealing incontraband--possibly narcotics. Ray had 

also alleged, in a letter to the author, that Rosenson was 

involved in narcotics-dealing in New Orleans.48 	HSCA merely 

referred to Rosenson's unspecified "criminal conduct" in New 

Orleans,49 thereby diminishing the relevance of Rosenson's record 

to the possibility that he might somehow be linked to the man Ray 

calls Raoul. Rosenson's lawyer also told Stan DeLozier that 

Rosenson went by the name "Ben Rubin," which again was not 

mentioned by'HSCA. 

Boyd Cloud, the proprietor of the Andrew Johnson Hotel in 

Knoxville, told reporter DeLozier that Rosenson (or "Rubin" as 

Cloud knew him) stayed at the hotel from late May to July or 

August of 1977, including the time of Ray's escape from the 
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nearby prison (in June).*  Both Rosenson's lawyer and the hotel 

owner told DeLozier that Rosenson's presence in Knoxville during 

the spring and summer of 1977 was due to a car accident he had 

had there, and to financial difficulties in the wake of the 

accident. Said Cloud of Rosenson/Rubin: "He intended to leave 

sooner. He talked about going to Michigan and to Canada."" 

While there is no evidence of any conspiratorial dimension to 
Ray's 1977 prison escape, the possibility that the escape had 
been orchestrated by sinister forces was openly expressed by a 
variety of public figures during the 54 1/2 hours before Ray was 
captured alive. HSCA chairman Lewis Stokes was quoted in Time 
magazine as saying: "My real concern is whether Ray was lured 
into this escape and, if so, whether for the purpose of killing 
him to stop him from talking" (June 27, 1977 p. 12). Ray's 
escape came during HSCA's. investigation of the King case, after 
Ray had already been interrogated for 25' 1/2 hours by HSCA 
lawyers but before he was to be put on the stand and questioned 
about Raoul (according to Stokes, Time cited above). 

Ray was apprehended several miles from the prison. He had 
been wandering through the rattle-snake-infested woods until he 
was finally overtaken by two prison guards carrying shotguns and 
led by bloodhounds. .According to guard Sammy Joe Chipman (Time, 
June 27, 1977, p. 12 "Capture in the Cumberlands"), he came upon 
Ray lying exhausted under a pile of leaves: "James, are you all 
right?" asked Chapman. 	After a pause Ray replied "I'm all 
right." 

The fact that Ray returned alive was generally regarded as 
, prima facie proof that there was no conspiratorial presence 

behind his breakout. But Ray had evidently wandered for two and 
a half days through a maze of hilly forests and narrow, twisting 
dirt roads leading only to abandoned log cabins and defunct coal 
mines. It is possible that the outcome of Ray's escape might 
have been different had he found his way to "civilization." 

It is also possible that Ray might have met a different fate 
had he not been found by two good or boys from the prison who 
asked "James" if he was all right. The search for Ray was, by 
most press accounts, both massive and chaotic. Helicopters 
swarmed above the area while 100 local lawmen scoured the woods. 
Five van loads of SWAT teams were brought in by Tennessee State 
Police and no fewer than 75 FBI agents were dispatched to the 

i  scene. In a hunt that large over such a huge area with such a 
variety of personnel, it would be very difficult to exclude from 

/ the hunt a person or persons whose instructions might be to shoot 
Ray with no questions asked, especially if they joined the hunt 
under a false flag. 
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Ray indicated to the author on two occasions that, as he put 

it, "I am sure Rosenson had nothing to do with the MLK case."51  

While there is absolutely no evidence to suggest otherwise, one 

wonders how Ray can muster such certainty given what he professes 

to believe about the case--that Raoul set him up as a patsy, that 

Rosenson may somehow have been linked to Raoul. Some of Ray's 

comments to the author reveal a nebulous suspicion of Rosenson.52 

Ray asserted that Rosenson's New Orleans trial transcript, which 

Ray claims to have sight of, showed that Rosenson was an 

"informant"; and, said Ray, "I suspect he was being used by 

someone or some agency." 

Whether Randolph Rosenson was some sort of Government infor-

mant is unknown. Perhaps HSCA records, as yet undisclosed, can 

provide the answer. Surely he was not affiliated with LEAA at 

the point in time at which Ray contends that he found Rosenson's 

name on a business card (November 1967). The Law Enforcement 

Assistance Administration (LEAA) was created in 1968 as a provi-

sion of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act which was 

passed that same year. There was an Office of Law Enforcement 

Assistance (OLEA) in existence from 1965 to 1968. It was a small 

federal program and was supplanted by LEAA. Either Rosenson was 

prescient when it came to agency acronyms or Ray is wrong. It is 
• 

possible that Ray confused a later sighting of an "LEAA" affili- 

ation for Rosenson with the first sighting of Rosenson's name on - 	- 

the card, or that Ray confused OLEA with LEAA. 	It is also 

possible that Ray invented the affiliation in order to create an 

intriguing federal dimension to the world of "Raoul." 
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But the significance of the Rosenson matter derives neither 

from allegations concerning ties to the federal government nor 

from the unsubstantiated premise that Rosenson might somehow have 

been involved in the assassination nor from a possible associa-

tion between Ray and Rosenson (of which HSCA found no evidence 

and which Ray never claimed existed). The significance is that 

Ray has produced the name of an identifiable individual whose 

ties to New Orleans drug traffic and whose travels in the year 

before the assassination--travels which parallel Ray's and also 

parallel Ray's alleged meetings with Raoul--provide a possible 

entre into the shadowy world of "Raoul." Without any complicity 

in the King case, Rosenson could still have been associated with 

Raoul or Raoul-like characters who were handling Ray during the 

crucial period between his 1967 prison break and the assassina-

tion. Such associations, however "innocent" on Rosenson's part 

(in the sense of being unrelated to the King conspiracy), should 

have been the focus of an energetic HSCA investigation. Instead 

of concentrating on whether Rosenson was in contact with Ray, 

HSCA should have concentrated on whether Rosenson had any asso-

ciates whose travels seemed to shadow Ray's as he wound his was 

to Memphis under the "Galt" cover. 

Not only was Ray's post-assassination fugitive odyssey 

replete with mysterious contacts but there is a crucial gap in 

his known whereabouts. No one can say for sure whether James 

Earl Ray was alone or in the company of others soon after the 

April 4 assassination, because no one knows for sure where he was 

from April 6 to April B. 
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er fo

u
r ch

ild
ren

 at 5
6
6
6
 F

ran
k
lin

 A
v
en

u
e in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles. 

A
t least su

p
erficially

, 	
ore im

 trobuble associate  o
f R

ay
 w

o
u

ld
 h

e 
d

ifficu
lt to

 'm
ag

i' —
.N

ev
er( id

eas, ,sev
era asp

eas o
f S

tein
's b

ack
- 

,—
 . 

vivo 
tik

t  

-4 4, 14, iws j--424,
 

269: 
I 

ground raised logical .areas'of inquiry. F
irst; several w

itnesses in both 
. 	

. 

the F
B

I and the com
m

ittee investigations had provided evidence indi-
cating*R

ay's int4rbst'in.both the use-and-sales-of n
arcotics (am

phet-
am

in
es at M

isso
u
ri S

tate P
riso

n
 an

d
 m

arih
u
an

a d
u
rin

g
 th

e y
ear o

f 
freed

o
m

 after R
ay

's escap
e.) W

ith
o
u
t ev

alu
atin

g
 th

e cred
ib

ility
 an

d
 

31 iw
eig

h
t attach

ed
 to

 th
is ev

id
en

ce th
e fact th

at C
h
arles S

tein
's b

ack
-

. 'g
ro

u
n
d
(?) reflected

 o
ccasio

n
al in

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 n

arco
tics su

g
g
ested

 
th

is activ
ity

 as o
n
e p

o
ssib

le ex
p
lan

atio
n
 fo

r th
e asso

ciatio
n
 b

etw
een

 
i,p 

R
ay and S

tein and for their abrupt trip to N
ew

 O
rleans. (8) 

_
 (1

1
) O

th
er areas th

at th
e co

m
m

ittee fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 d

u
rin

g
 its in

v
estig

n
- 

r ' lions of S
tein, and his association w

ith Jam
es E

arl R
ay, included the 

p
o
ssib

ility
, raised

 b
y
 th

is testim
o
n
y
 o

f sev
eral C

alifo
rn

ia w
itn

esses, 
th

at S
tein

 an
d
 R

ay
 h

ad
 k

n
o
w

n
 each

 o
th

er lo
n
g
 b

efo
re th

eir read
ily

 
adm

itted m
eetin

g
  o

n
 D

ecem
b
er 1

4
 (th

e d
ay

 b
efo

re th
e N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

trip) ; S
tein's registration at A

m
erican' Independent P

arty I feadquar-
ters in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles o

n
 th

e m
o
rn

in
g
  o

f th
e N

ew
 O

rlean
s trip

;  an
d
 

i 
' 'a

 k
n
o
w

le
d
 o

f R
a
 'a activities in N

ow
_O

rleans. 
`(1

2
) te

in
 w

a
s in

 e
rv

ie
w

e
d
 in

itia
lly

 th
e;  co

m
m

ittee in
 Jan

u
ary

 
1078: F

ollow
in

g
  th

is ex
ten

siv
e 3

-d
ay

 in
terv

iew
, a field

 in
v
estigation 

w
as undertaken in both L

os A
ngeles and N

ew
 drl
e
a
n
s to

 e
sta

b
lish

 th
e
 

reliability of statem
ents received from

 S
tein during the interview

, and 
to exam

ine S
tein's background, associatesi  and activities in both cities. 

F
ollow

ing these investig
ative efforts, S

tein w
as brought to W

ashing-
to

n
 fo

r q
u

estio
n

in
g
  u

n
d
er o

ath
 b

y
 th

e co
m

m
ittee. T

h
is su

b
stan

tial 
investigative com

m
itm

ent w
as considered necessaryy because of S

tein's 
nit. because 

status as one of  the few
  ex

istin
g
 p

rim
ary

 R
af a 	

• 	
, 	

1 Ile,
  

I
T

T
iiir

iiT
iv

o
 m

n
en

t in
 th

e-N
ew

 O
rlean

il
.  alp

. 1
1
1-u

re—gii-Itii-of the inves- 
tigation are sum

m
arized below

. (9
) 
	

. 	
' . 	

. 
(13) 

C
h
ark

s Jo
sep

h
 S

tein
 w

as born' on M
ay 11,1929, in N

ew
 O

rleans 
L

i.; w
ith the exceptio

n  o
f o

n
e stay

 in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 in
 1

0
5

2
 an

d
 trav

el 
w

ith the m
erchant m

arine during the late 1940's and early 1950'e. he 
resid

ed
 in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s u
n
til 1

0
8
4
, w

h
en

 h
o
 m

o
v
ed

 to
 h

is 1
0
7
8
 

dom
icile—

L
os A

ngeles, C
alif. S

tein left school after the sixth g
rade, 

and held m
inor jobs shining

  shoes and w
ashing dishes until he began 

w
o
rk

 as a d
eck

h
an

d
 o

n
 a tu

g
b
o
at at th

e ag
e o

f 1
3
. T

h
ree y

ears h
o
er 

h
e to

o
k
 o

at u
n
io

n
 m

em
b
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e m

erch
an

t m
arin

e, an
d
 recalled

 
v

isits to
 S

o
u

th
 A

m
erica an

d
 G

reece d
u

ring
  h

is p
erio

d
s at sett. A

fter 
sev

eral y
ears w

ith
 th

e m
erch

an
t m

arin
e (at least 3

 o
f w

h
ich

 w
ere 

at sea), S
tein

 fo
u
n
d
 em

p
lo

y
m

en
t as a lo

ngshorem
an on the docks of 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s. T
h
is w

as fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y
 a b

rief term
 as a w

eld
er's an

d
 

pipefitter's helper. 
(14) 

In 1952,- S
tein w

ent to N
ew

 Y
ork in search of a position w

ith a 
com

pany exporting
  au

to
 p

arts to
 B

razil; th
e jo

b
 failed

 to
 m

aterialize 
w

hen the com
pany's license to ship m

aterials abroad w
as revoked, and 

S
tein

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s an
d
 jo

in
ed

 th
e A

rm
y
. A

fter 5
 m

o
n
th

s 
at F

o
rt B

liss, T
ax

., S
tein

 su
ffered

 an
 in

ju
ry

 to
 h

is lo
w

er b
ack

 d
u
rin

g
 

n
 carp

en
try

 d
etail. S

o
o
n
 after th

e accid
en

t h
e left th

e m
ilitary

. 
(15) 

A
fter leav

in
g

 th
e A

rm
y

, S
tein

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s an
d

 
during the next 10 years took positions as barker, w

aiter, and bartender 
W

ith
 clu

b
s in

 th
e F

ren
ch

 Q
u
arter. S

tein
 m

an
ag

ed
 a clu

b
 n

am
ed

 
M

arie's L
o

u
n

g
e in

 th
e m

id
fifties, an

d
 w

o
rk

ed
 at th

e S
ilv

er F
ro

lic in
 

the early sixties. , . a.. a  . 
	a   ,..  .. .1
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2
7

0
 

so
p 

(1
6

) 
A

s o
f 1

0
7
8
, S

te
in

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
-m

a
rrie

d
 fo

u
r tim

e
s. H

e
 h

a
d
 a

 so
n
, 

C
h
a
rle

s S
te

in
, 
	 b

y
 h

is
 firs

t w
ife

, M
a

rie
 W

ith
a

m
, w

h
o

m
 h

o
 m

a
rrie

d
 

in
 u

p
p

ro
xim

a
te

ly 
J
r.,

9
1

0
 o

r 1
9

5
0

. M
a

rie
 C

a
ta

lu
n

a
 w

a
s fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y G

lo
ria

 
111111 

(n
o

 ch
ild

re
n

) a
n

d
, b

e
tw

e
e

n
 1

9
6

0
 a

n
d

 1
0

6
4

, b
y M

icke
y M

e
d

in
a

 
(n

o
 c

h
ild

re
n

). D
u

rin
g

 th
e

 3
 to

 4
 y

e
a

rs
 p

rio
r to

 h
is

 d
e

p
a

rtu
re

 fro
n

t 
N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s
 in

 1
9
6
1
, S

te
in

 a
n
d
 M

ic
k
e
y
 M

e
d
in

a
 ra

n
 a

 p
ro

s
titu

tio
n
 

b
u
sin

e
ss o

ffe
rin

g
 th

e
 se

rvice
s o

f M
icke

y a
n
d
 se

ve
ra

l o
th

e
r w

o
m

e
n
.(/0

) 
S

te
in

 live
d
 o

ff th
e
 p

ro
ce

e
d
s o

f th
e
 b

u
sin

e
ss. 

(1
7

) 
In

 a
d

d
itio

n
 to

 p
ro

s
titu

tio
n

 a
c
tiv

itie
s
 in

 N
e

w
 O

rle
a

n
s
, S

te
in

's
 

crim
in

a
l a

ctivitie
s in

 th
a

t city in
clu

d
e

d
, b

y h
is o

w
n

 a
d

m
issio

n
, ru

n
n

in
g

 
d
ice

 ta
b
le

s a
t M

u
rie

's L
o
u
n
g
e
 in

 1
9
5
5
, a

n
d
 th

e
 u

se
 o

f a
 va

rie
ty o

f n
a
r-

c
o

tic
s
. T

h
e

 p
ro

b
a

b
ility

 th
a

t S
te

in
 w

a
s
 in

v
o

lv
e

d
, a

t le
a

s
t o

n
 a

 s
m

a
ll 

se
e

k, in
 th

e
 sa

le
 o

f n
a

rco
tics in

 N
e

w
 O

rle
a

n
s a

lso
 se

e
m

s h
ig

h
.(//) 

(1
8

) 
A

fte
r le

a
vin

g
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n

s in
 1

9
6

4
, S

te
in

 m
o

ve
d

 to
 L

o
s A

n
g

e
le

s, 
h

o
m

e
 o

f h
is siste

r R
ita

 a
n

d
 h

e
r h

u
sb

a
n

d
 L

in
o

 R
o

sa
s.lie

 w
o

rke
d

 a
s a

 
ca

r sa
le

sm
a

n
 fo

r F
e

lix C
h

e
vro

le
t. o

n
 F

ig
u
e
ro

a
 S

tre
e
t, B

ra
n
d
 M

o
to

rs
 

o
n
 C

re
n
sh

a
w

 B
o
u
le

va
rd

, a
n
d
 B

u
rb

a
n
k F

o
rd

 o
n
 O

live
 S

tre
e
t, le

a
vin

g
 

th
e
 la

st jo
b
 S

O
lklei lin

e
 in

 1
9
6
7
.'S

te
in

's jo
b
 w

ith
 B

u
rb

a
n
k F

o
rd

 w
a
s h

is 
la

st o
fficia

l jo
b
. S

in
ce

 th
e
n
 h

e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 su

p
p
o
rte

d
 b

y u
n
e
M

p
lo

ym
e
e
t 

a
n
d
 so

cia
l se

cu
rity d

isa
b
ility p

a
ym

e
n
ts. 

(1
9

) 
D

u
rin

g
 h

is
 in

te
rv

ie
w

,  w
ith

 th
e

 co
m

m
itte

e
 sta

ff, S
te

in
 p

ro
fe

sse
d

 
h
is b

e
lie

f in
 a

 co
sm

ic p
h
ilo

so
p
h
y o

f life
. In

 a
d
d
itio

n
 to

 a
 stro

n
g
 b

e
lie

f 
in

 G
o
d
, S

te
in

's p
h
ilo

so
p
h
icP

rin
e
ip

le
s in

co
rp

o
ra

te
d
 a

 b
e
lie

f in
 a

n
 a

fte
r-

life
, in

 e
xl ra

te
rre

stia
l life

, a
n
d
 in

 a
n
 a

b
ility to

 co
m

m
u
n
ica

te
 w

ith
 o

th
e
r 

fo
rm

s
 o

f life
.( /2

) S
te

in
 b

e
g

a
n

- d
e

v
e

lo
p

in
g

 h
is

 c
o

s
m

ic
 p

h
ilo

s
o

p
h

y
 in

 
1
0
6
1
 w

ith
 h

is d
e
p
a
rtu

re
 fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s a

n
d
 relocation in  C

a
lifo

rn
ia

. 

t
 	

rep ul,ir ell by these n sin
e
i d

e
s d

u
rin

g
 h

isire
la

tio
n
sh

ip
i w

ith
 Ja

m
e
s 

• 
p

a
r 	

y
. W

h
ile

 h
is

 b
e
ll

y 	
e
fs w

e
re

 c e
a
rly u

n
o
rth

o
d
o
x -T- O

lu
n
ie

s
-lite

in
- 

s
e

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 a

 h
ig

h
ly

 in
te

llig
e

n
t a

n
d

 e
s
s
e

n
tia

lly
 ra

tio
n

a
l 

T
H

E
 R

E
L

A
T

IO
N

S
H

IP
 B

E
T

W
E

E
N

 C
H

A
R

L
E

S
 S

T
E

IN
 A

N
D

 JA
M

E
S

 E
M

IL
 R

A
T

 

(2
0

) 
P

rio
r to

 m
o
v
in

g
 to

 5
6
6
0
 F

ra
n
k
lin

 S
tre

e
t (h

is
 re

s
id

e
n
c
y
 o

n
 

D
e
ce

m
b
e
r 1

5
, th

e
 d

a
y S

te
in

 a
n
d
 R

a
y d

e
p
a
rte

d
 fo

r N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s), ste

in
 

liv
e
d
 a

t 33
-10 F

lo
yd

 T
e

rra
ce

, th
e
 h

o
m

e
 o

f R
ita

 a
n

d
 L

in
o

 R
o

se
s, C

h
a

rle
s' 

s
is

te
r a

n
d
 b

e
o
th

e
r-in

-la
w

. D
u
rin

g
 th

e
 F

B
I in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
, th

re
e
 in

d
i-

v
id

u
a

ls
 liv

in
g

 in
 th

e
 v

ic
in

ity
 o

f 3
3

-1
0

 F
lo

y
d

 T
e

rra
c
e

 s
la

te
d

 th
a

t th
e

y
 

h
a

d
 o

b
se

rve
d

 a
 w

h
ite

 M
u

sta
n

g
 o

u
tsid

e
 o

f S
te

in
's a

d
d

re
ss, d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

p
e

rio
d

 o
f T

h
a

n
k
s
g

iv
in

g
 1

9
6

7
. O

n
e

 n
e

ig
h

b
o

r, a
 M

r. R
a

m
 id

 M
u

rp
h

y
, 

id
e

n
tifie

d
 th

e
 d

rive
r o

f th
e

 ca
r a

s J
a
m

e
s
 'E

a
rl R

a
y
. (1

3
). 	

h
is

 in
 fa

c
t 

o
c
c
u
rre

d
, th

e
n
 S

te
in

 a
n
d
 R

a
y
 m

e
t b

e
fo

re
 e

ith
e
r a

t w
illin

g
 to

 
a
ckn

o
w

le
d
g
e
. 

(2
1

) 
T

h
in

n
g
 h

is in
te

rvie
w

, S
te

in
 a

ckn
o
w

le
d
g
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 live

d
 a

t 3
3
4
0
 

F
lo

yd
 T

e
rra

ce
 in

 1
9
6
6
 a

n
d
 1

9
6
7
, b

u
t w

a
s ce

rta
in

 th
a
t lie

 a
n
d
 R

ita
 le

ft 
th

a
t a

d
d

re
ss a

n
d

 m
o

ve
d

 to
 5

0
0

6
 F

ra
n

klin
 A

ve
n

u
e

 n
s lo

n
g

 a
s 2

 m
o

n
th

s 
b
e
fo

re
 h

e
 m

e
t, R

a
y. S

te
in

 e
m

p
h
a
tica

lly d
e
n
ie

d
 a

n
y co

n
ta

ct w
ith

 R
a
y 

a
t th

e
 p

rio
r a

d
d
re

s
s
; h

e
 s

ta
te

d
 th

a
t L

in
o
 R

o
s
e
s
, a

n
 e

x
-N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s
 

re
sid

e
n
t o

f M
e
xica

n
 h

e
rita

g
e
, u

se
d
 3

3
4
0
 F

lo
yd

 T
e
rra

ce
 a

s a
 lo

ca
tio

n
 to

 
fix

 u
p

 o
ld

 c
a

rs
 fo

r re
s
a

le
 a

n
d

 w
o

rk
e

d
 w

ith
 a

n
 u

n
id

e
n

tifie
d

 M
e

x
ic

a
n

 
m

e
ch

a
n
ic in

 th
is b

u
sin

e
ss. L

in
o
 R

o
se

s a
lso

 d
e
a
lt in

 m
a
rih

u
a
n
a
 a

t 3
3
4
0
 

F
lo

yd
 T

e
rra

ce
, a

n
d
 S

te
i»

,-  w
h
ile

 d
e
n
yin

g
 a

n
y d

ire
ct in

vo
lve

m
e
n
t in

 th
e
 

o
p
e
ra

tio
n
, a

d
m

it ta
d
 th

a
t o

n
 o

n
e
 o

cca
sio

n
 h

e
 b

u
rie

d
 a

 b
o
ttle

 o
f m

a
ri-

h
u
a
n
a
 in

 th
e
 b

a
ckya

rd
 to

 im
p
ro

ve
 its q

u
a
lity. S

te
in

 d
e
n
ie

d
 kn

o
w

le
d
g
e
 

rf 

o
f L

in
o
's

-m
a
rih

u
a
n
a

- so
u
rce

, b
u
t sta

te
d
 th

a
t it w

a
s a

 g
o
o
d
 o

n
e
, b

e
ca

u
se

 
L

in
o

 w
a

s a
b

le
 to

 se
ll th

e
 m

e
rch

a
n
d
ise

 a
t re

a
so

n
a
b
le

 p
rice

s.(1
4
) 

(2
-2

) 3
3

4
0

 F
lo

yd
 T

e
rra

ce
 w

a
s u

se
d

 a
s a

 cra
sh

 p
a

d
 fo

r m
a

n
y o

f S
te

in
's 

frie
n
d
s. N

e
ve

rth
e
le

ss, S
te

in
 sta

te
d
 th

a
t th

e
 p

re
m

ise
s w

e
re

 n
o
t u

se
d
 fo

r 
h
o
st lin

g
, th

a
t is, p

ro
stitu

tio
n
, a

n
d
 cla

im
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 kn
o
w

n
 if 

su
ch

 a
 b

u
sin

e
ss h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 in
 p

ro
ce

ss. S
te

in
 sta

te
d

 th
a

t R
a

y w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
h
a
v
e
 fit. in

 a
t. 3

3
4
0
 F

lo
y
d
 T

e
rra

c
e

?  a
 re

s
id

e
n

c
e

 o
fte

n
 fre

q
u

e
n

te
d

 b
y
 

h
ip

p
ie

s o
n

 se
a

rch
in

g
, m

in
d

-e
xp

a
n

sio
n

 trip
s. S

te
in

 sta
te

d
 th

a
t R

a
y, a

 
c
lo

s
e
-m

in
d
e
d
 in

d
iv

id
u
a
l w

a
s
 n

o
t in

to
 th

is
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
. S

te
in

 a
ls

o
 a

s
-

s
e

rte
d

. th
a

t R
a

y
, if q

u
e

s
tio

n
e

d
, c

o
u

ld
 p

ro
v
id

e
 n

o
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 

ty
p

e
 o

f p
e

o
p

le
 w

h
o

 fre
q

u
e

n
te

d
 3

3
4

0
 F

lo
y
d

 T
e

rra
c
e

. F
in

a
lly

, S
te

in
 

d
e
n
ie

d
 th

a
t R

a
y
 p

a
rk

e
d
 -h

is
 M

u
s
ta

n
g
 th

e
re

; a
n
d
 re

c
a
lle

d
 n

o
 o

th
e
r 

M
u

sta
n

g
s w

ith
 A

la
b

a
m

a
 p

la
te

s in
 th

e
 vicin

ity o
f th

e
 re

sid
e

n
ce

. (1
6

) 
(2

3
) 

D
u
rin

g
 h

is e
xe

cu
tive

 se
ssio

n
 te

stim
o
n
y, S

te
in

 a
g
a
in

 cle
a
rly a

n
d
 

e
m

p
h
a
tie

u
lly d

e
n
ie

d
 R

a
y's p

re
se

n
ce

 a
t 3

3
4
0
 F

lo
yd

 T
e
rra

ce
, a

n
d
 n

o
te

d
 

th
a

t h
is siste

r, R
ita

 R
o

sa
ti, p

o
sse

sse
d

 a
 w

h
ite

 M
u

sta
n

g
 w

h
ile

 livin
g

 a
t 

th
a
t a

d
d
re

ss. lie
 sta

te
d
 th

a
t a

n
yo

n
e
 su

g
g
e
stin

g
 R

a
y's p

re
se

n
ce

 a
t 3

3
4
0
 

F
lo

yd
 T

e
rra

ce
 h

a
d

 lie
d

 to
 th

e
 co

m
m

itte
e

. (
1

6
)
 . . 

(2
4

) 
• M

r. S
te

in
's d

e
n

ia
l o

f co
n

ta
ct w

ith
 R

a
y a

t 3
3

4
0

 F
lo

yd
 T

e
rra

ce
s 

w
a

s
 c

o
rro

b
o

ra
te

d
 b

y
 th

e
 te

s
tim

o
n

y
 o

f h
is

 s
is

te
r, R

ita
 R

o
w

s
,(/7

) a
s
 

w
a
its b

y a
d
d
itio

n
a
l  fie

ld
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
ig

srfo
rm

e
d

 b
y th

e
 com

m
itter.  

T
in

e
d
 o

n
 a

va
ila

b
le

' e
vid

e
n
ce

, it ca
n
 b

e
 co

n
clu

d
e
d
 th

a
t Ifitylin

d-S
te

m
 

d
id

 n
o

t, in
 fa

ct, m
e

e
t p

rio
r to

 D
e

ce
m

b
e

r 1
4

, 1
9

6
7

, w
h

e
n

 th
e

y w
e

re
 in

-
tro

d
u

c
e

d
 n

t th
e

 S
u

lta
n

 R
o

o
m

, a
 lo

u
n

g
e

 a
t th

e
 S

t. F
ra

n
c
is

 H
o

te
l in

 
S

a
n

 F
ra

n
cisco

. 	
• . • 	

. 
(2

5
) 

In
 D

e
ce

m
b
e
r o

f 1
9
0
7
, C

h
a
rle

s S
te

in
 w

a
s livin

g
 w

ith
 h

is siste
r 

R
ita

 a
n
d
 tw

o
 o

f h
e
r ch

ild
re

n
 a

t 1
5
6
3
6
 F

ra
n
klin

 S
tre

e
t. T

h
e
 w

e
ig

h
t o

f 
a
va

ila
b
le

 e
vid

e
n
ce

 in
d
ica

te
d
 th

a
t h

e
 m

e
t R

a
y o

n
 D

e
ce

m
b
e
r 1

4
, 1

9
6
7
, 

a
t th

e
 re

q
u

e
st o

f R
ita

, w
h

o
 h

a
il e

n
co

u
n

te
re

d
 R

a
y e

a
rlie

r th
a

t e
ve

n
in

g
 

a
t th

e
 S

u
lta

n
 R

o
o
m

 lo
u
n
g
e
. R

ita
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 lo

o
k
in

g
 fo

r a
 m

e
a
n
s
 o

f 
tra

n
s
p
o
rtin

g
 h

e
r tw

o
 o

th
e
r c

h
ild

re
n
 fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s
 to

 C
a
lifo

rn
ia

, 
a
n
d
 R

a
y b

u
d
 in

d
ica

te
d
 h

is o
w

n
 p

la
n
s to

 g
o
 to

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s. C

ita
d
e
l 

S
te

in
 w

a
s p

e
rsu

a
d
e
d
 b

y h
is siste

r to
 d

rive
 w

ith
 R

a
y to

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s 

to
 p

ic
k
 u

p
 th

e
 c

h
ild

re
n
. It w

a
s
 S

te
in

's
 im

p
re

s
s
io

n
 th

a
t R

a
y
 fe

lt in
i-

tia
lly h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 m

a
kin

g
 th

e
 trip

 w
ith

 R
ita

, a
n
d
 w

a
s b

o
th

 su
rp

rise
d
 

a
n
ti su

sp
icio

u
s w

h
e
n
 S

te
in

 w
a
s su

b
stitu

te
d
. 

(2
6

) 
T

h
e
 co

m
m

it te
e
 d

e
ve

lo
p
e
d
 D

O
 sig

n
ifie

n
n
t e

vid
e
n
ce

 to
 co

n
tra

d
ict 

th
is ve

rsio
n
 o

f S
te

in
's first m

e
e
tin

g
 w

ith
 R

a
y. B

e
ca

u
se

 S
te

in
 w

a
s u

n
-

e
m

p
lo

ye
d

 a
t th

e
 tim

e
, h

e
 w

a
s fre

e
 to

 le
a

ve
 L

o
s A

n
g

e
le

s o
n

 a
. m

o
m

e
n

t's 
n
o
tice

. lie
 h

a
d
 e

xte
n
sive

 fa
m

ily in
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
 trip

 p
ro

vid
e
d
 

a
n
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 see th

e
m

 a
g

a
in

. (18) F
in

a
lly

, in
 lig

h
t o

f R
a

y
's

 fu
g

i-
tive

 sta
tu

s, it is n
o
t u

n
re

a
so

n
a
b
le

 fo
r h

im
 to

 h
a
ve

 w
a
n
te

d
 a

n
o
th

e
r p

a
s-

se
n
g
e
r in

 th
e
 ca

r d
u
rin

g
 a

 lo
n
g
 d

rive
 o

n
 th

e
 o

p
e
n
 ro

a
d
; th

e
 ch

a
n
ce

s o
f 

a
 ra

n
d
o
m

 sto
p
 b

y th
e
 p

o
lice

 e
xiste

d
, a

n
d
 S

te
m

'a
 p

re
se

n
ce

 p
ro

vid
e
d
 a

 
le

g
itim

a
te

 re
a

so
n

 fo
r m

a
kin

g
 th

e
 trip-  to

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s—

A
n
t is, to

 p
ick 

u
p

 S
te

in
's n

ie
ce

 a
n

d
 n

e
p

h
e

w
. R

a
y w

a
s, h

o
w

e
ve

r, a
p

p
a

re
n

t ly co
n

ce
rn

e
d

 
a

b
o

u
t th

e
 p

o
s
s
ib

ility
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 b

e
in

g
 s

e
t u

p
 fo

r s
 ro

b
b

e
ry

 b
y
 R

ita
 

S
te

in
 a

n
d
 h

e
r b

ro
th

e
r. H

e
:su

g
g
e
ste

d
 to

 R
ita

 e
n
d
 M

a
rie

 M
a
rtin

 th
a
t h

e
 

m
ig

h
t b

rin
g
 a

 g
u
n
 w

ith
 ItiM

 o
n
 th

e
 trip

. (1
9

) S
te

in
 n

e
ve

r sa
w

 a
 w

e
a

p
o

n
 

ou R
n
y
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 trip

. 
(2

7
) 

-In
 s

u
m

m
a

ry
, th

e
 c

re
d

ib
le

'  Y
id

e
n
ce

 W
O

h
lil se

e
m

 to
 in

d
ica

te
 th

a
t 

S
te

in
 a

n
d

 R
a

y
 c

a
m

e
•to

g
e

th
e

r fo
rtu

ito
u

s
ly

 th
e

 d
a

y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 trip

 to
 

N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s
, th

a
t b

o
th

 h
a
d
 s

e
p
a
ra

te
 a

n
d
 in

d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t 

reaso
n

s fo
r 

2
7
1
 



ih
m

, 	
10

2) krv 4-1
 .A

4
A

ria/0
4,*) 44,§ 

272 

m
ak

in
g

 th
e trip

, an
d
 th

erefo
re th

at n
o

 ev
il p

u
rp

o
se ex

isted
, at least 

fo
r th

eir jo
in

t v
en

tu
re. 

(28) 
'rho day of their depart tire for N

ew
 O

rleans, R
ay took S

tein, his 
sister, R

ita, and 	
consin.M

arie A
lartin to W

e Ilitee cam
paign head- 

q
u
arters o

n
 L

an
k
ersh

iin
 B

o
u
lev

ard
. C

o
n
trary

 to
 	

aS
sertio

n
0
 h

e 
th

ree S
tein

 relativ
es w

ere u
n

an
im

o
u

s in
 th

eir statem
en

ts th
at R

ay
 

in
itiated

 th
e trip

 to
 cam

p
aig

n
 h

ead
q

u
arters.(W

) C
h

arles recalled
 th

at 
Itay offered to pay 

for the expenses on the trip if all three w
ould agree 

to sign up w
ith the W

allace cam
paign, and added that he agreed readi-

ly
. In

 lig
h

t o
f S

tein
's clearly

 ap
o

ltticu
l n

atu
re, an

d
 th

e to
tal ab

sen
ce 

of any other evidence linking S
tein and (lie A

 IP
, his denial of involve-

m
en

t in
 th

e o
rig

in
al d

ecisio
n
 to

 v
isit M

P
 h

ead
q
u
arters w

as en
tirely

 
credible. 
(Q

9
) A

fter co
m

p
letin

g
 th

eir'v
isit to

 A
T

P
 h

ead
q
u
arters, R

ay
 d

ro
v
e 

R
ita and M

arie back to 5666 F
ranklin A

venue and dropped them
 off. 

R
ay

 an
d
 S

tein
 th

en
 d

ro
v
e to

 R
ay

's resid
en

ce o
n
 S

erran
o
 S

treet an
d
 

stopped very briefly to pick up m
ail. S

tein did not enter the apartm
ent 

th
en

 o
r at an

y
 o

th
er tim

e. . 
(30) 

S
tein recalled that R

ay w
as definitely going to N

ow
 O

rleans for 
reasons of his ow

n and that he w
as not m

aking the trip m
erely to ne-

co
m

m
o

d
ate R

ita. R
ay

 m
en

tio
n

ed
 th

at h
e w

as g
o

in
g

 to
 see m

o
re th

an
 

one person—
either engineers or contractors. W

hile R
ay gave no spe-

cific address for the m
eeting (other titan a reference to C

hartres S
treet. 

w
h
ich

 S
tein

 can
n
o

t recall p
recisely

), R
ay

's d
escrip

tio
n

 o
f th

e u
rea 

brought to S
tein's m

ind a specific location containing w
eirehuuses and 

railro
ad

 track
s.(II) S

tein
 felt th

at R
ay

's referen
ce to

 th
e m

eetin
g

 
'd

are in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s refiected

 a set-Irv
in

 fam
iliarity

 w
ith

 th
e city

. 
(31) 

S
tein

 th
o
u
g
h
t th

at R
ay

 m
ay

 h
av

e to
ld

 h
im

 th
at lie railed

 N
ew

 
O

rleans, in advance, to let them
 know

 w
hen he w

ould arrive.(e) T
his 

call w
as m

ad
e after R

ay
 p

u
lled

 o
ff th

e ro
ad

 o
u
tsid

e o
f Ilen

sran
i  T

ex
. 

S
tein

 recalled
 IL

 liq
u

o
r sto

v
e an

d
 it can

d
y

 sto
re in

 th
e v

icin
ity

. S
tein

 
w

as n
ev

er clo
se en

o
u

g
h

 to
 R

ay
 to

 o
b

serv
e th

e n
u

m
b

er h
e ib

 item
 o

r 
th

e am
o
u
n
t o

f m
o

n
ey

 h
e m

ay
 h

av
e u

sed
, o

r to
 h

ear th
e to

n
v

en
iatu

m
. 

H
e stated

 th
at h

e o
b

serv
ed

 R
ay

 m
ak

e p
h

o
n

e calls o
n

 o
n

ly
 o

n
e o

r tw
o

 
o

ccasio
n

s an
d

 I h
n

t (b
e calls n

ev
er lasted

 m
o

re th
an

 5
 o

r 1
0

 m
in

u
tes. 

In his lestinum
y during com

m
ittee hearings, R

ay adm
itted m

aking one 
C

ull to his brother, Jerry, w
hile en route to N

ew
 O

rleans.(Z
3) 

(32) 
S

tein
 also

 stated
, sev

eral tim
es d

u
rin

g
 h

is in
itial in

terv
iew

, 
th

at lie recalled
 R

ay
 m

en
tio

n
in

g .  th
e n

am
e R

ao
u

l. S
tein

 w
as co

n
-

fro
n

ted
, d

in
in

g
 th

is in
itial in

terv
iew

, w
ith

 an
 F

ill in
terv

iew
 w

h
ich

 
relleeted

 h
is slat:m

eld
 th

at th
e p

erso
n

 h
e [R

ay
] w

as g
o
in

g
 to

 see—
[had] an Italian-sounding nam

e—
a w

ell-know
n aunts in N

ew
 O

rient's. 
(iI) S

tein
 ag

reed
 flin

t R
ated

 w
as n

o
t Italian

 so
u

n
d

in
g

, an
d

 staled
 th

at 
perhaps he w

as dodging the F
ill's questions. 

(33) 
B

ecause of the clear significance of this portion of S
tein's inter-

v
iew

, S
tein

 w
as ask

ed
 ag

ain
 ab

o
u
t th

is m
atter d

u
rin

g
 h

is testim
o
n
y
 

y
 

u
n

d
er o

ath
 b

efo
re th

e co
m

m
ittee in

 A
p

ril 1
0

7
8

. A
t th

at tim
e h

e w
as 

also confronted w
ith a F

ebruary 13, 1060, F
M

 interview
 in w

hich he 
h

ad
 b

een
 ask

ed
 sp

ecifically
 w

h
eth

er R
ay

 h
ad

 m
en

tio
n

ed
 a R

ao
u

l at 
an

y
 lim

e d
u

rin
g

 th
eir relatio

n
sh

ip
. S

tein
's resp

o
n

se, as su
m

m
arized

 
in

 th
e F

B
I in

terv
iew

: "S
tein

 sa
id

 h
e hail never beard B

uy m
ention 

an
y
o
n
e b

y
 th

e n
am

e o
f R

ao
u
l d

u
rin

g
 h

is co
n
tacts w

ith
 R

ay
."(2

.5
) 

2
7
3
 

S
tein'a testim

ony on flu:I:subject, given under oath, becam
e far less 

certain
: 	

. 
&

rare C
am

tsei . .. T
h
is is th

e th
at tim

e y
o
u
 testified

 ab
o
u
t 

this m
atter under oath. I am

 asking you, is it your testim
ony 

now
 despite w

hat. you told the B
ureau, despite your explicit 

denial to Ike B
u eau—

is it your testim
ony today that R

ay, in 
fact, m

entioned the nam
e R

aoul I 
M

r. S
T

E
IN

. I th
in

k
 th

at h
e d

id
. If I can

 rem
em

b
er, I th

in
k

 
h
e
 d

id
t

d
,k

n
a
lle

y
"
. 	

. 
&

are C
o

m
ista4

 So your m
em

nry now
 is not as precise as it 

once w
its on t hat issue 

M
r. ST

K
IN

. It, w
as not even precise back then. 

(3
1

) In
 sev

eral in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 th

e F
B

I d
u

rin
g

 th
e m

o
n

th
s im

m
ed

i-
ately

 after th
e assassin

atio
n

, m
an

y
 co

v
erin

g
 th

e N
ew

 O
rlean

s trip
 in

 
g
reat d

etail, S
tein

 n
ev

er in
d
icated

 th
at R

ay
 h

ad
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 R
am

a. 
T

here is a sim
ilar absence of this detail in his interview

s w
ith the press, 

an
d
 in

 all o
f rep

o
rter L

o
u
is L

o
m

ax
' articles o

n
 th

e N
ew

 O
rlean

s trip
 

w
ritten

 w
ith

 th
e 	

ace of Stein. 	 shortly 	after th
e assassin

atio
n
). , 

ii V
eh

ru
ary

lfiT
,as is in

d
icated

 ab
o
v
e, lie sp

e4
fically

 d
en

ied
 to

 th
e 

/Lahr 
B

u
reau

 th
at R

ay
 h

ad
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 th
e n

am
e R

ao
u
l. F

in
ally

, afresh
 " A

 /—
 

initially inform
ing the com

m
ittee investigators of the incident in Jan- L

, tki
)

,1  
nary, his recollection becam

e notably uncertain w
hen pressed on the 	

it  
m

u
tter u

n
d

er o
ath

. 	
.

I 	
A4 

(35) 
A

gainst this background, and considering tim
e, fact that S

tein 
w

as itL
eo

n
tset• w

ith
 in

th
v
id

u
als_

ettem
p
tin

g
 to

 p
u
t to

g
eth

er a film
 

m
inentn-17

-61—
fr

i 	
ataaissinatiorritattnugil  1978ocat w

ho later 
t leniptei to se inform

ation to the com
m

ittee for a substaid int sum
 of 

m
o
n
ey

.*
 S

tein
's alleg

ed
 reco

llectio
n
 o

r R
ay

's m
en

tio
n
 o

f R
u
ceil o

n
 

th
e N

ew
 O

rlean
s trip

 w
as p

ro
m

p
ted

, it m
ay

 b
e co

n
clu

d
ed

, n
o
t b

y
 a 

specific factual occurrence, but rattier by the passing chance of financial 
g
ain

. T
t w

o
u
ld

 b
e d

ifficu
lt to

 cred
it S

tein
's testim

o
n
y
 o

n
 th

is m
atter. 

(36) 
R

ay
 stay

ed
 in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s fo
r 2

 d
ay

s. A
fter h

is early
 after-

n
o

o
n

 arriv
al w

ith
 S

tein
, th

ey
 m

ad
e tw

o
 q

u
ick

 sto
p

s at th
e h

o
m

es o
f 

tw
o of S

tein's relatives, to drop oft som
e belongings that M

arie M
artin 

h
ad

 sen
t east, an

d
 th

en
 to

 reach
 th

e resid
en

ce w
h
ere S

tein
 h

im
self 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e stay

in
g
. R

ey
.th

en
 ask

ed
 fo

r su
g
g
estio

n
s o

n
 a p

lace to
 stay

 
in

 th
e sam

e g
en

eral area o
f th

e city
. H

e g
av

e n
o

 in
d

icatio
n

 o
f th

e 
am

ount of m
oney he w

as w
illing to spend.:11te P

rovincial M
otel w

as 
su

g
g

ested
, to

 th
e b

est o
f S

tein
's cu

rren
t reco

llectio
n

, b
y

 o
n

e o
f h

is 
relatives. A

fter agreeing on the P
rovincial, S

tein and R
ay proceeded 

in
 th

e m
o
tel. S

tem
 w

aited
 o

u
tsid

e in
 th

e alley
 w

h
ile R

ay
 reg

istered
. 

R
ay

 th
en

 b
ro

u
g
h
t S

tein
 b

ack
 to

 h
is relativ

es, an
d
 d

ep
arted

 w
ith

 th
e 

M
ustnng.(W

) 
(37) 

In
 lig

h
t o

f th
e co

n
sisten

cy
 b

etw
een

 th
e sto

ries o
f R

ay
 an

d
 

S
tein

, an
d

 th
e ab

sen
ce o

f co
u

n
terv

ailin
g

 ev
id

en
ee

t  th
e P

ro
v
in

cial 
M

o
tel w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly
 n

o
t selected

 b
y
 R

ay
 p

rio
r to

 In
s arriv

al. T
h
u
s, 

an
y
 b

u
sin

ess th
at R

ey
 m

ay
 h

av
e p

lan
n
ed

 p
rio

r to
 Id

s arriv
al in

 N
ew

 
. 

*
T

id
e in

ferm
ello

n
 w

as later tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er to

 th
e com

m
ittee pursuant to a eon. 

en
-sein

en
! su

b
lim

e. It co
n
sisted

 o
f tap

ed
 in

terv
iew

s w
ith

 S
tein

 an
d
 M

arie A
lad

in
 

an
d

 w
as g

en
erally

 a rep
etitio

n
 o

f in
fo

rin
elio

n
 alread

y
 p

ro
v

id
ed

 to
 th

e F
ill o

r th
e 

roaniaill tee. 



274 

O
rleans did not involve the m

otel. T
his does not preclude the pos si-

bility that R
ay m

et w
ith associates at the m

old at som
e later tim

e. 
(.18) S

om
etim

e later the first day, S
tein took a w

alk w
ith his son, 

C
harles S

tein, Jr. T
hey covered rap p

roxim
ately 2 m

iles a
n

d
 p

a
ssed

 
by the "m

erchandise m
art." and the T

rade M
art building. L

ater that 
aftern

o
o
n
, R

ay
 to

ld
 S

tein
 th

at lie (R
ay

) h
stl b

een
 q

u
ak

in
g
 b

eer, 
and had seen Stein w

alking on C
anal Street. IP141.1.,. 

j-ral 
k)  

(30) R
ay's failure to call S

tein over to join him
 at the bar on C

anal 
S

treet suggested to S
tein the P

ossibility that R
ay w

as w
ith som

eone 
at th

e tim
e R

ay
 to

ld
 'H

u
la th

at h
e m

et "R
ao

u
l," in

 "L
e B

u
n
n
y
 

T
.o

rin
g
e," o

n
 th

e d
ay

 o
f h

is arriv
al in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s; "L
e B

u
n
n
y
 

L
ounge" is, in fact, on C

anal S
heet, and thus could have been the 

bar w
here R

ay w
its drinking his beer.* B

ecause S
tein did not see R

oy 
ho cm

ild not tell the com
m

ittee w
hether T

hy w
as alon

e or w
ith another. 

S
tein had no know

ledge of "L
e B

unny L
ounge," and could recall no 

m
ention of this establishm

ent by R
ay. ($1) 

(40) 
T

he next day (D
ecem

ber 18) som
etim

e during the m
orning, 

R
ay cam

e to S
tein's sister's (M

arie L
ee's) hom

e. R
ay told S

tein that 
he bad finished his business and w

as reedy to return to L
os A

ngeles. 
T

h
e fact th

at R
ay

 w
as p

rep
ared

 to
 retu

rn
 to

 C
alifo

rn
ia so

 q
u

ick
ly

 
w

ould indicate, of course, a prom
pt com

pletion of his business inn 
N

ew
 O

rleans. M
oreover, it w

ould seem
 to rule out the possibility that 

R
ay cam

e to N
ew

 O
rleans to enjoy the F

rench Q
uarter or a change 

of scenery. R
ather, he nppeari to have had som

e specific an
d

 relatively 
sim

ple task to accom
plish. 

(41) 
T

n
 fact, S

tein
 an

d
 R

ay
 d

id
 n

o
t d

ep
art u

n
til th

e n
ex

t d
ay

; 
S

tein's recollection is quite clear that this w
as his idea, not R

ay's. 
S

tein
 w

as ap
p
aren

tly
 ab

le to
 co

n
v
in

ce R
ay

 th
at th

e w
eath

er p
re-

clu
d
ed

 an
 im

m
ed

iate d
ep

artu
re; after a p

h
o
n
e call to

 u
n
id

en
tified

 
authorities for w

eather inform
ation, R

ey agreed to postpone their 
departure by 1 day. (28) 
(42) 

S
tein em

phatically denied tw
o other possible reasons for R

ay's 
N

ew
 O

rleans trip, both of w
hich lied been received by the com

m
ittee 

from
 C

harles D
eC

arvellio—
a close, N

ew
 O

rleans friend of St ein's.(2.9) 
F

irst, D
eC

arveiho told the com
m

ittee that S
tein had told him

 (D
e-

C
arvelho) in 1967 that G

alt cam
e to N

ew
 O

rleans to cam
paign for 

W
allnee's P

residential hid in M
ississippi and A

lnhania, to distribute 
cam

paign m
aterials, and to solicit. cam

paign funds. S
econd, D

eC
ar-

velho said S
tein had indicated a plan to introduce R

ay to som
e of 

his friends, including P
apa Joe C

om
fort°. S

tein denied m
aking either 

statem
ent to D

eC
ervellm

. S
tein adm

itted that he knew
 Joe. C

onforto, 
but slated tent ho w

ould never have introduced T
hey to him

; m
ore-

o
v
er, h

e d
id

 n
o
t recall seein

g
 Jo

e C
o
n
fo

rto
 h

im
self w

h
ile in

 N
ew

 
O

rleans. (30) 
(43) 

F
inally, S

tein specifically denied, under oath, involvem
ent 

w
ith R

ay in "illegal or crim
inal activity" generally, or in the m

anu-
facture, purchase or sale of narcotic or non-narcotic drugs. S

im
ilarly, 

•
W

h
ile the com

m
ittee rejected lin

y
's "R

a
o
u
l" sto

ry
, It n

o
te

d
 th

e
 h

ig
h
 lik

e
li-

h
o
o
d
 th

a
t th

e
 sto

ry
 w

a
s In

te
n
d
e
d
 to

 c
o
n
c
e
a
l c

o
n
ta

c
t w

ith
 o

n
e
 o

r b
o
th

 o
f lila

 
b

ro
th

ers. R
aY

'Is referen
ce to

 s m
eetin

g
 w

1
1

1
1

"R
am

il" at "L
e B

u
n

n
y

 L
o

u
n

g
e" n

u
ll 

w
ell lie aiw

ilm
r In

stan
ce In

 w
h
ich

 he Is disguising such contact. 

P
d

r-h
#

J
 

rA
frein

 
A

N
L

. b
-ity

w
s J4

1
4

, 
c
4
 1.4m

, 14,00, Y
hdtm

l'iN 

.27.5 

he denied involvem
ent w

ith R
ay in any type oflegitim

ate joint. ven-
ture during the trip. 
(4-1) In light of several factors, including (a) the m

ajor differences 
betw

een the characters and personalities of S
tein and R

ay; (b) the 
stro

n
g
 ev

id
en

ce th
at R

ay
 an

d
 S

tein
 m

et. th
e d

ay
 b

efo
re th

e N
ew

 
O

rlea
n

s trip; (c) S
tain's em

phatic and specific' denials, under oath, 
of crim

inal activity w
ith R

ay; (d) an extensive field investigation in 
both N

ew
 O

rleans and L
os A

ngeles w
hich included extensive quest T

on-
ing, often under oath, of:associates and relatives of C

harles S
tein; 

(31) it appears that S
tein's involvem

ent w
ith Jam

es E
arl R

ay both 
on the N

ew
 O

rleans trip, and otherw
ise; w

as innocent and unrelated 
in any w

ay to the assassination of M
artin L

uther K
ing. 

(45) S
tein's testim

ony did provide several indications of conspiracy, 
or at least association, betw

een R
ay and another in N

ew
 O

rleans: 
-(a) 

R
ay had a "purpose" for the trip in, S

tein's m
ind; 

-(b) R
ay described a m

eeting place in N
ew

 O
ileplis w

here 	
ould 

) 	
c
o
n
ta

a
s
o
c
ia

te
(s

) ; 	
tyro

tkoi tieig 71.14  
(e) S

tein
 recalled

 o
n
e o

r tw
o
 telep

h
o
n
e calls en

 ro
u
te to

 N
ew

 
O

rleans, and thinks now
 R

ay m
ay have been ceiling N

ew
 O

rleans 
to let his associates) know

 w
hen lie w

ould arrive;$ 
(d) 

th
o
 circu

m
stan

ces. su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 R

ay
's sig

h
tin

g
 o

f S
tein

 o
n
 

C
an

al S
treet o

n
 th

e first d
ay

 (D
ecem

ller 7‘) in
d
icated

 h
e 

h
 

w
as w

ith som
eone at the lim

e; and • . 	
61

, 
tihrieai 

(e) 
R

ay com
pleted his business in N

ew
 O

rleans rapidly, and w
as 

ready to return to L
os A

ngeles the m
orning of D

ecem
ber 18. 

(46) It m
ay he concluded, therefore,T

hat R
ay m

et w
ith som

eone in 
N

ew
 O

rleans on 'prearranged business. S
tein, how

ever, provided no 
inform

ation to indicate that the business w
as necessarily connected 

to the assassination.** 

IN
Y

E
ST

IO
A

T
IO

N
 A

T
 T

IE
R

 P
R

O
V

IN
C

IA
L

 M
O

T
E

L
 

(47) D
uring its investigation in N

ew
 O

rleans, the F
B

T
 determ

ined 
that R

ay registered at the P
rovincial M

otel, 1024 C
hartres S

treet, for 
the nights of S

unday.  and M
onday, D

ecem
ber 17-18, 1967. D

ue to the 
clear indications of a m

eeting in N
ew

 O
rleans, the com

m
ittee inves-

tigated the possibility that the P
rovincial w

as the m
eeting place. 

(48) O
n M

ay 7, 1908, the F
B

P
s N

ew
 O

rleans F
ield O

ffice circulated 
to 18 other field offices a list. of all guests w

ho w
ere registered at the 

P
rovincial M

otel(3t) betw
een D

ecem
ber 17-10, 1968, the dates of 

R
ay's registration. T

he list contained 25 nam
es. E

ach field office w
as 

directed to locate and interview
 the individuals for any know

ledge 
they m

ight have pertaining to R
ay. O

f these 21$ individuals, only 10 
w

ere located and interview
ed by the F

B
I by the end of M

ay 1068; 
n
o
 o

n
e in

terv
iew

ed
 h

ad
 an

y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 assist th
e F

B
I's 

investigation. 
, 	

. 	
. 

. 	
. 

°S
te

in
 c

o
u
ld

 p
ro

v
id

e
 n

o
 sp

e
c
ific

 d
e
ta

ils o
r re

c
o
lle

c
tio

n
s 

to
 c

o
rro

b
o

ra
te

 h
is 

In
trig

u
in

g
 sp

ecu
latio

n
 o

n
 th

e p
u
rp

o
se o

f th
e call. 

•
9T

h
e co

m
m

ittee d
ev

elo
p

ed
 sig

n
ifican

t ev
id

en
ce In

d
icatin

g
 a m

eetin
g

 b
etw

een
 

(
 'R

ay
 an

d
 o

n
e o

r b
o
th

 b
ro

th
ers in

 N
o
w

 O
rlean

s. T
h
is is d

etailed
 In

 sectio
n
 1

1
1
1
 

o
f th

e fin
al M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 rep

o
r . 

w
topap 6.- \ i't4 	

A,Aw
-t

i  .1
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(49) 
In the N

ovem
ber 26, 1968 issue of L

ook inagezine, an article by 

- W
illiam

 B
radford H

ide detailed R
ay's travels prior to the assassina- 

I ion. In this article, T
ittle described R

ay's slay at the P
rovincial M

otel. 

In
 response to this inform

ation, the B
ureau requested the N

ew
 O

rleans 

i field office to reinvestigate the m
otel's registrants. (33) P

ursuant to 

0 this directive, yjnitostabc-catiim
of the m

otel records w
ere incorpo-

e rated into a report dated N
ovem

ber 27,1908. (34) 

(50) 
In review

ing these investig,ative files, the com
m

ittee determ
ined 

ae5  that there w
ere actually 63 guests registered at the P

rovincial at the 

sam
e tim

e as R
ay, as opposed to the 25 registrants originally inves-

tigated by the B
ureau in A

pril and M
ay. In late N

ovem
ber 1968, the 

F
B

I dispatched to the pertinent field offices the additional 38 H
aines 

of guests. N
o positive inform

ation w
as received from

 these leads. 

(51) 
R

ecords of the P
rovincial M

otel indicated that R
ay, using the 

alias "G
alt," occupied room

 126 for the nights of D
ecem

ber 17-18. 

. (35) 
G

alt's reg
istratio

n
 card

 also
 in

d
icated

 th
at o

n
ly

 o
n
e p

erso
n
 

occupied room
 126 during the pertinent period and that G

alt checked 

out prior to 1 p.m
. on M

onday, D
ecem

ber 19, 1967.(36) 'T
he F

B
I 

interview
ed B

ryan D
uP

epe, the ow
ner of the P

rovincial M
otel, in 

A
pril 1908. (37) D

uP
epe advised the B

ureau that he had no record 

of unusual activity in room
 126 on the dates of R

ay's occupancy. T
he 

F
B

I determ
ined that R

ay m
ade no long distance phone calls from

 

room
 126; the B

ureau w
as unable to m

ake the determ
ination regard-

ing local calls since the log for calls m
ade prior to A

pril 4, 1908 bad 

been destroyed. 
(38) 

T
he com

m
ittee interview

ed D
uP

epe on F
eb-

ruary 14, 1978. Ile advised tim
e staff m

em
bers that room

 126 w
as, 

at the tim
e of R

ay's occupancy, the least desirable in the m
otel, since 

,4
... 	

it w
as split-level, w

ith the bath and bedroom
 on different floor. H

e 

recalled that the room
 probably w

as rented at a rate of $14 a day and 

.- .--:„ that if m
ore than one person w

ere to occupy room
 120 they w

ould find 

:lilt
 ( conlerning R

ay's stay at the 
'
 	

?
r an)  cco Tinhne mindoast tiounistf irie%

iiii ncion liflofrolin inatl 
i
. 

2
 	

P
ro

v
in

ciatItro
tin

i7
lae 	

iiithilestim
ony of A

nthony C
harles 

lagam
eellso.(40) H

is inform
ation presented the com

m
ittee w

ith evi-

dence of a m
eeting at the P

rovincial M
otel. B

ecause of the im
portance 

-_-, of such a revelation and the fact that D
eC

arvelho's statem
ents alluding 

s. 	
to a m

eeting w
ere at variance w

ith all other accounts (including his 

1
 .4,.._ ow

n interview
s w

ith the F
B

I in 1968) D
eC

urvelho's testim
ony w

as 

..)
 .k

 
taken under oath in a field deposition. 

4 	
(5

3
) D

eC
arv

elh
o
, a clo

se , acq
u
ain

tan
ce o

f C
h
arles S

tein
, w

as 

---....) em
ployed as a cal, driver in N

ew
 O

rleans in D
ecem

ber 1967. In his 

...,•- 	
statem

ent to the com
m

ittee, he stuled that lie arrived at the hom
e of 

--3- - %
 S

tein's m
other, C

lovina. O
lonzo, shortly after S

tein and R
ay's arrival 

there on S
unday, D

ecem
ber 17. A

fter being introduced to R
ay as 

"E
rie G

alt," D
eC

arvelho recalled that R
ay asked D

eC
arvelho to drive 

him
 to the F

rench Q
uarter, stating, "T

here is som
ew

here I got to go." 

(41) D
eC

arvelho recalled that R
ay specifically requested that he drive 

h
im

 to
 the P

rovincial M
otel. A

ccording to his testim
ony, D

eC
arvelho 

quoted R
ay as saying, III w

ant you to drive m
e there and w

ait for ine. 

I w
ill be about 5 or 10 m

inutes." (49) 
(5

4
) A

fter arriv
in

g
 at th

e P
ro

v
in

cial, R
ay

 g
o
t o

u
t o

f th
e car an

d
 

D
eC

arvelho turned the car around in the m
otel's courtyard. W

hile 

D
eC

arvelho w
as m

aking this m
aneuver he noticed R

ay w
alking along 
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the bidets' ny of the second story of the m
otel.(43) “H

e w
as looking 

around for a num
ber, you know

, like—
like trying to locate a num

ber.' 

(44) D
eC

arvelho did not see R
ay knock on any doors or enter any room

. 

(45) H
e recalled that R

a
y had taken an attache ease w

ith him
 w

hen lie 

left the ear, w
hich be brought back w

ith him
 w

hoa he returned. A
l- 

though lie could not be 
R

 
	certain, D

eC
arvelho w

as under the im
preasion 

that. R
ay w

ent to the Provincial M
otel to m

eet som
eone. 

M
r. D

eC
eevit.no. I believe lie told m

e he w
as m

eeting som
e-

body. 
S

T
A

rr C
otrw

sii.:A
re you speculating! 	

• 
M

r. D
E

C
A

uvatato. N
o, no, I have a pretty good idea that—

that w
hat he told m

et that lie w
anted—

he w
as going to be but 

a few
 m

inutes. (46). ,•   

(55) R
ay returned to the car approxim

ately 7 m
inutes later. D

eC
ar-

volho asked, "D
id you m

eet your friend I" to w
hich R

ay repl iedl  "Y
eah, 

yeah 	
i 

, everything is all right."(47) A
fter leaving the P

rovincial, R
ay 

and D
eC

urvelho drove around N
ew

 O
rleans for approxim

ately 20 

m
inutes. D

eC
aivelho then dropped R

ay off at the hom
e of C

lovina 

O
lonzo, C

harles S
tein'fi m

other.. 	
• 

(50) D
eC

arvelho's testim
ony w

as unique in its suggestion of a m
eet-

ing betw
een R

ay and an associate at the P
rovincial. F

urther, he w
as a 

sincere w
itness w

ith no ascertainable m
otive to fabricate his statem

ent. 

N
evertheless, the com

m
ittee's investigation revealed no evidence to 

corroborate his testim
ony. 	

-
 . •

 
(57) 

A
ccording to S

tem
„he drove R

ay to the P
rovincial for R

ay's 

initial registration;.4 trip w
ith S

tein to the P
rovincial did not neces- 

sarily preclude another trip by R
ay and D

eC
arvelho, but it did m

ake 

this secom
l trip appear less plausilile. A

ccording to S
tein, the tw

o m
en 

drove back to the O
lonzo tw

ine after R
ay registered, and R

ay departed 

only to return slim
ily thereafter. (46) It is possible that in flint interim

 

period, R
ay arranged to m

eet an associate at tim
e P

rovincial M
otel, re-

turned to th
e O

lonzo residence and persuaded D
eC

arvelho to drive him
 

back to the m
otel. W

hat is left unexplained in this scenario is w
hy R

ay 

needed D
eC

arvelho to d
rive h

im
 to the m

otel. lie and S
tein had !seen 

there shortly before. T
he P

rovincial M
otel and the O

lonzo hom
e are in 

the sam
e neighborhood, and it is unlikely that R

ay w
ould have needed 

.D
eC

arvelho s assistance in finding the m
otel. It w

as also im
probable 

that R
ay w

ould deliberately involve D
eC

arvelho as a possible w
itness  

ton clandestine m
eeting at the P

rovincial. 
(58) 

It. w
as also significant that S

tein w
as unaw

are of R
ay's and D

e-

C
am

ellia's trip to the m
otel. In his interview

, S
tein stated that be knew

 

of no tim
e thiring.R

ay-'s first day in N
ew

 O
rleans that flay and D

eal r-

yolk° drove around together. (49) Stein and D
eC

arvelho saw
 each other 

during the next 2 days and, according to D
eC

tirvellio, discussed R
ay 

and his purpose for traveling to N
ew

 O
rleans; it is unusual that D

e-

C
arvelho did not tell S

tein of his visit w
ith R

ay to the P
rovincial. 

(59) 
• T

he m
ost significant problem

 w
ith D

eC
arvelho's statem

ent, 

how
ever, w

as its inconsistency w
ith prior statem

ents to the F
B

I. F
B

I 

interview
s of D

eC
arvelho contained no references to the P

rovincial 

M
otel visit, a' fad w

hich w
ould have been significant in their attem

pt 

to determ
ine the purpose of R

ay's trip. T
he-com

m
ittee considered tw

o 

possible explanations for this discrepancy. E
ither D

eC
aryelho did not-

 

-le
N

evAt 
14, 



(0
1

) T
w

o
 sig

n
ifican

t q
u

estio
n

s rem
ain

ed
 o

p
en

 after th
e co

m
m

ittee's 
investigation: F

irst, the com
m

ittee w
as unable to determ

ine w
hy N

ew
 

O
rleans w

its chosen as the site of B
ay's business. If, in fact, R

ay m
et 

h
is h

ro
llter(s), it is,  difficu

lt to
 ex

p
lain

 w
h
y
 th

is m
eetin

g
 to

o
k
 p

lace 
in

 N
ew

 O
rien

ts. Jerry
 w

as at th
e tim

e em
p
lo

y
ed

 at th
e S

p
o
rtsm

an
 

C
lub in C

hicago and Jnm
es w

as in L
os A

ngeles. A
 m

ore convenient 
m

eeting place could have been chosen. It seem
s reasonable to assum

e, 
therefore, that N

ew
 O

rleans itself w
as connected w

ith the purpose of 
th

e trip
. S

eco
n
d
, th

e co
m

m
ittee w

as u
n
ab

le to
 d

eterm
in

e th
e ex

act 
nature of R

ay's activities in the city. 

S
u
b
m

itted
 b

y
: 

k
.14AA■ 

f 

%
 

L
ISA

 M
. B

E
R

L
O

W
, 

R
esearcher. 

• • I 
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270 

  

• relate th
is in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 th
e F

B
I o

r th
e F

B
I ag

en
ts co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 th

e 
In

terv
iew

s failed
 to

 in
clu

d
e th

ese h
ig

h
ly

 sig
n

ifican
t d

etails in
 th

eir 
reports. 
(u

0
) In

 a staff in
terv

iew
, S

p
ecial A

g
en

t W
illiam

 F
. K

itsch
, w

h
o

 h
ad

 
interview

ed D
eC

arvelho in 1008, advised the com
m

ittee that anything 
m

entioned by D
eC

arvelho concerning people or places visited by R
ay 

w
ould have been thoroughly investigated Iry O

m
 B

urean.(50) K
itsch 

noted that the F
ill w

as attem
pting to locate R

ay at the tim
e of the D

e-
C

arvell to interview
s. T

he possibility of a m
eeting by 'R

ay w
ith another 

at Ilse P
ro

v
in

cial w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 o
f sig

n
fican

t in
terest, an

d
 w

o
u
ld

 
have been docum

ented. A
 thorough review

 of the N
ew

 O
rleans investi-

gative files reflected no m
ention of D

eC
arvellto*s inform

ation or of a 
su

b
scq

n
en

t in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
at in

fo
rm

atio
n
. 

(1) 
In view

 of lids and other problem
s w

ith D
eC

arvelho's story, it 
m

ay be concluded I hat his inform
ation w

as unreliable. 
(2) 

T
he unreliability of D

eC
arvelho's testim

ony did not, how
ever, 

u
n

d
erm

in
e th

e co
n

clu
sio

n
 th

at R
ay

 trav
eled

 to
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s to

 m
eet 

so
m

eo
n
e, an

d
 th

at su
ch

 a m
eetin

g
 tn

in
sp

ired
. It is also

 p
o
ssib

le, o
f 

course, that this m
eeting w

as at the P
rovincial M

otel. T
he com

m
ittee 

w
as sim

ply nim
ble to locate concrete evidence of this possibility. 

(3) 
It m

u
st b

e fran
k

ly
 ack

n
o

w
led

g
ed

 th
at th

e m
y

stery
 th

at has al-
w

ays surrounded the N
ew

 O
rleans trip has not been cleared up. S

everal 
aspects of the I rip are clear, how

ever: 
1. R

ay's decision to m
ake this trip and his activities in N

ew
 O

rleans 
w

ere unrelated to his association w
ith C

harles S
tein. 

2
. T

h
e d

ecisio
n

 to
 trav

el to
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s o

n
 F

rid
ay

, D
ecem

b
er 1

5
, 

19137, w
as abrupt and w

ithout significant planning or foresight. 
3

. W
h

atev
er B

ay's business w
as in N

ew
 O

rleans, it. 
(a) 

w
as significant enough to travel nearly 4,000 m

iles to trans-
act, and 

(b) 
in

v
o
lv

ed
 a tran

sactio
n
 w

h
ich

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e as 
readily 

accom
plished w

ith atohone call or letter. 
4. Jam

es receiv
ed

 m
o

n
ey

 o
n

 th
e trip

. A
 fin

an
cial an

aly
sis o

f R
ay

's 
spending habits during his fugitive period docum

ent a pattern of 
sig

n
ifican

t ex
p

en
d

itu
res after h

is retu
rn

 fro
m

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s. 
T

hese included an im
m

ediate paym
ent of approxim

ately to350.00 
fur dance lem

ons. 
5. R

ay m
et w

ith som
eone in N

ew
 O

rleans. T
his conclusion w

as based 
o

n
 R

ay
's receip

t o
f m

o
n

ey
, as w

ell as S
tein

's testim
o

n
y

 to
 th

e 
com

m
ittee.* 

(I. B
ay's business in N

ew
 O

rleans w
as accom

plished quickly. 
 

7
. T

h
ere w

as n
o

 evidence o
f a d

irect lin
k

 b
etw

een
 R

ay
's activ

ities 
in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s an
ti th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f D
r. K

in
g
. N

ev
erth

eless, ,t  . 
it w

as n
o

ted
 th

at R
ay

's n
ex

t sig
n

i c n
t crim

in
al activ

ity
 w

as th
e 

p` 
tl  

assassination
. 1

1
1  k

 h
ut-u

m
 6

A.  
.
 

k
i#

 
4
0
,
3
 
A

p
ilt

  
"

 
c
  
.
t
o
l
io
r

tt
ill

.  

c
V

 
 

• It Is h
ig

h
ly

 p
ro

b
ab

le th
at R

ay
 m

et w
ith

 o
n

e or b
o

th
 b

ro
th

ers. R
ay

 m
en

tio
n

ed
 to

 
tw

o
 in

d
ep

en
d

en
t so

u
rces In

 L
o

s A
n

g
ela. th

at b
ig

 trip
 In

v
o

lv
ed

 Ilia b
ro

th
er. R

o
th

 
Jam

es F
u
rl  an

d
 Jerry

 R
ay

 alb
eit th

at Jam
es telep

h
o
n
ed

 Jerry
 w

h
ite en

 ro
u
te to

 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s. B

o
th

 th
ese references to id

s b
ro

th
e
r e

n
d

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n

s a
n

d
 th

is 
p
h
o
n
e cu

ll su
g
g
est th

at th
e tw

o
 m

et in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s. (S

ee M
IX

 R
ep

o
rt, S

ectio
n
 

1
1
1
1
, fo

r ad
d
itio

n
al d

lseu
esio

n
 o

f th
e p

o
saib

le in
v
o
lv

em
en

t. o
f R

ay
's b

ro
th

er in
 th

e 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s trip

.) 
	

f) 	
.p

!.) 
'1-'  M

k
 k

r
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 A
littl a

l-
  W
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1.1 

E
rhIR

E
N

C
E

S
 

(1) 
L

lo
y
d
 C

allo
w

ay
, th

e h
u
sb

an
d
 o

f L
o
rrain

e. C
allo

w
ay

, w
as n

ev
er lo

cated
 o

r 
In

terv
iew

ed
 b

y
 th

e co
m

m
ittee. T

h
e C

allo
w

ay
s w

ere Ik
e au

n
t an

d
 u

n
cle o

f C
h
arles 

S
id

e. T
h
e co

m
m

ittee w
as sal id

led
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at all N
ew

 O
rlean

s w
itn

esses w
h

o
-

w
o
n
id

 h
av

e b
eets In

 a p
o
sitio

n
 to

 fu
rn

ish
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

f an
y
 v

alu
e w

ere lo
cated

. 
(2) 

S
ee, fo

r ex
am

p
le: S

taff su
m

m
ary

 o
f in

terv
iew

 o
f S

.A
. P

at C
o
llin

s, D
o
:em

-
b

er 1
9
7

7
, H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s (B

IL
K

 D
o
cu

n
teu

t N
o
. 

1
5
0
1
7
0
) ; stu

ff su
m

m
ary

 p
t In

terv
iew

 o
f S

.A
. S

tep
h
en

 C
u
H

eld
er, Ju

n
. 1

3
, 1

0
7
8
, 

H
um

us S
elect C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations (B

IL
K

 D
ocum

ent N
o. 170064) ; staff 

sum
m

ary of Interview
 of S

.A
. W

illiam
 K

esel', M
ar. 10, 1078, H

ouse S
elect C

om
-

tuince on A
ssaastantions (B

IL
K

 D
ocum

ent N
o. 190190) ; stuff slat lllllll ry of litter-. 

view
 of S

.A
. P

aul H
orned, A

pr. 4. 1078, H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinatious• 
(B

IL
K

 D
oe lllll eu t N

o. 200025) ; staff su
m

m
ary

 Interview
 of S

.A
. T

h
n
in

aS
 C

ola reill. 
N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

0
7
8
, !lo

u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

sau
sw

in
atio

n
a (B

IL
K

 D
o
cu

m
en

t 
N

o. 300041). 
(3) 

T
h
e co

m
m

ittee d
eterm

in
ed

 th
at th

ree o
f C

h
arles S

tein
's relativ

es w
ere 

d
eceased

 at th
e tim

e o
f its in

v
estlg

atio
u
. T

h
ese relu

tiv
ea w

ere: W
illie an

d
 

C
lovina ()Im

m
o null D

ale R
odrigues. 

(I) In
 '"P

lte 2
0
.0

0
0
 W

o
rd

s," fitly
 slates th

at so
m

eo
n
e an

sw
ered

 th
e p

h
o
n
e in

 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s an

d
 ask

ed
 h

im
 to

 co
m

e to
 N

ew
 C

elestite aro
u
n
d
 C

h
riatu

tu
s. lie h

its 
h
o
v
er elab

o
rated

 fu
rth

er ab
o
u
t.  w

h
o
 title lu

d
iv

ith
iel w

as. (S
ee "T

h
e 2

%
0
0
0
 

W
o
rd

s," v
et. X

II, IIS
C

A
-B

IL
K

 H
earin

g
s.) 

(5
) T

h
ere are co

n
trad

icto
ry

 acco
u
n
ts as to

 w
h
o
 in

itia
ted

 th
e d

iscu
ssio

n
 o

f 
R

ay
's d

riv
e to

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s. B
u

ie, lu
 H

e S
la

w
 th

e D
rea

m
er, w

ro
te th

at 
R

ay 
m

en
tio

n
ed

 th
e p

ro
p
o
sed

 trip
, an

d
 th

at M
arie M

artin
 th

en
 to

ld
 h

im
 o

f R
ita S

tein
's 

p
ro

b
lem

. S
ee W

ilh
lu

m
 lired

fu
rd

 M
ile, 110 B

lew
 Ike D

ream
er (N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 : D
ela-- 

co
d
e P

ress, lee., 3
d
 ed

., 1
0
7
0
), p

. 7
7
. G

ero
ld

 F
ran

k
 w

ro
te th

at M
erle M

artin
 ft rat 

b
ro

ach
ed

 th
e stib

Jeet, an
d
 th

en
 R

ay
 v

o
lu

n
teered

 to
 d

riv
e S

tein
. S

ee G
ero

ld
 F

ran
k
, 

A
u
 

A
snerican D

em
%

 O
arlik

e C
ity, N

ew
 Y

o
rk

: D
o
u
b
led

ay
 an

d
 C

o
., In

c., 1
st ed

., 
1072), p. 103. 

(0
) R

ay
 d

id
 n

o
t h

av
e an

y
 in

d
ep

en
d
en

t reco
llectio

n
 o

f th
e n

am
e o

f th
is b

ar. 
A

fter d
escrib

in
g
 th

e lo
u
n
g
e to

 H
id

e, th
e au

th
o
r lo

cated
 th

e estab
lish

m
en

t. 
R

ay
 n

ev
er d

isp
u
ted

 little's id
en

tilleatio
n
 o

f th
e L

e B
u
n
n
y
 L

o
u
n
g
e as th

e sh
e-

et th
is N

ew
 O

rlean
s m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 "B

au
er. In

 earlier am
:etu

d
e, R

ay
 h

as m
ad

e 
In

co
n
sisten

t statem
en

ts co
n
cern

in
g
 th

e arran
g
em

en
ts fo

r th
is m

eetin
g
. R

ay
's 

sto
ry

 to
 1

1
1
1
1
0
 is th

at "R
ao

u
l" w

ro
te M

in w
h
ile b

e w
as In

 L
es A

n
g
eles an

d
 to

ld
 

M
u
t th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 m
eet in

 a certain
 N

ew
 °rim

in
g
 h

er fo
r a co

n
feren

ce. S
ee 

W
illiam

 B
rad

fo
rd

 M
u
le, "1

 (lo
t In

v
o
lv

ed
 G

rad
u
ally

, A
n
d
 I D

id
n
't K

n
o
w

 A
n
y
-

b
o
d
y
 W

an
 T

o
 B

e M
u
rd

ered
," L

o
o
k
 h

in
g
stain

e, 
N

ov. 2
0
. 1

0
7
8
, p

. 1
2
. R

ay
 also

 
w

ro
te B

u
ie th

at after h
is arriv

al In
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s, h

e ch
eck

ed
 in

to
 u

 m
o
ld

 an
ti 

cu
lled

 "R
ao

u
l." It Is d

u
rin

g
 th

is p
h
o
n
e call th

at R
ey

 d
eb

ited
 h

e w
as ad

d
les' o

f 
th

e lo
catio

n
 o

f th
e m

eetin
g
, th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ap

p
aren

tly
 su

p
p
lied

 b
y
 a th

ird
 

party. S
ee '"C

he 20,000 W
ords," X

II IIS
C

A
-M

L
K

 H
earings. 

(7) 
F

B
I Id

e
n
tific

a
tio

n
 re

c
o
rd

 o
f C

h
a
rle

s Jo
se

p
h
 S

te
in

, F
B

I R
e
p
o
rt N

o
. 

8
8
1
6
3
4
3
 (M

L
K

 D
o
eu

su
en

t N
o
. 1

9
0
0
1
0
). S

tein
'e reco

rd
 reflects a 1

0
0
1
 arrest fu

r 
p
o
ssessio

u
 o

f n
arco

tics la N
ew

 O
rlean

s. b
u
t n

o
 co

n
v
lclh

o
u
 o

n
 th

at ch
arg

e; n
 

10110 arrest fur  e
ttv

a
t.I n

g
 m

o
rib

u
d
ia in

 C
alifo

rn
ia, b

u
t u

o
 co

n
v
ictio

n
; an

d
 

1
0
7
4
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 fu

r th
e sale o

f h
ero

in
. 

(8) 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 lim

y
 In

d
icated

, b
o
th

 to
 au

th
o
r H

u
la an

d
 to

 th
e co

m
m

ittee, 
th

at h
e h

ad
 fo

rek
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f th
e n

ecessity
 to

 trav
el to

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s so
m

etim
e 

in
 D

ecem
b

er o
f 1

0
0
7
, h

is actu
al d

ep
artu

re fro
m

 L
o
a A

n
g
eles eau

 b
e v

iew
ed

 as 
ab

ru
p
t an

d
 w

ith
o
u
t sig

n
ifican

t p
lan

n
in

g
 o

r p
rep

aretio
n
. (R

eg
ard

in
g
 th

e Im
lIC

A
-

O
nus of 

fo
rek

n
o
w

led
g

e, see, e.g
., "T

h
e 2

0
,0

0
0

 W
o
rd

s," X
II IIS

C
A

-B
IL

K
 H

ear-
in

g
s S

taff In
terv

iew
 o

f Jam
es E

arl R
ay

, A
p
r. 1

4
. 1

9
7
7
, h

earin
g
s b

efo
re th

e H
o

u
se 

S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s, 0

5
1
I1

 C
o
n
g
ress, 2

4
1
 sw

ain
s, 

W
ashleigten, 

D
.O

.: D
A

L
 G

o
v
ern

m
en

t P
rin

tin
g
 °M

ee, 1
0
7
9
, V

ii. 1X
, pp. 105, 204-2117.) S

tein 
an

d
 R

ay
 m

et fu
r th

e first tim
e o

n
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
, D

ecem
b
er 1

4
, 1

1
4
7
. E

ith
er R

ita 
S

tele o
r M

arie m
erlin

 In
tro

d
u

ced
 th

e tw
o

 m
en

, an
d
 arran

g
em

en
ts w

ere in
so

le 
(280) 

fu
r th

em
 to

 trav
el to

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s fo
r th

e p
u
rp

o
se o

f tran
sp

o
rtin

g
 lin

es tw
o
 

d
au

g
h
ters b

a
ck to

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles. T

h
ese arran

g
em

en
ts w

ere im
p
ro

m
p
tu

 an
d
 d

id
 

n
u
t p

re
d
a
te

 th
e T

h
u
rad

ay
 ev

en
in

g
 liblem

ssfun. T
h
ere Is no In

d
len

tio
u
 th

at Itu
y
 

sp
ecifically

 in
ten

d
ed

 to
 trav

el to
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s o

n
 F

rid
ay

, D
ecem

b
er 15. 1907. 

-1
eco

rd
in

g
 to

 an
 F

ill in
terv

iew
 w

ith
 1

)r. M
ark

 0
. F

reem
an

, ltay
 b

u
d
 o

rig
in

ally
 

sch
ed

u
led

 an
 u

p
p
o
lettu

en
t fo

r M
o
n
d
ay

, D
ecem

b
er 1

8
, 1

0
4
7
, w

h
ich

 lie can
celed

 
ut the lust m

inute before leaving tow
n on the 15th, 

1
9
) T

h
e p

rim
ary

 so
u
rce fo

r th
e b

ack
g
ro

u
n
d
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 co

n
tain

ed
 In 

IIIIS 
w

elk
in

 is tile staff in
terv

iew
 o

f C
h

arles Jo
sep

h
 S

tein
, Ju

n
. 2

3
-2

0
, 1

0
7

8
, H

o
u

se 
S

elect C
o

m
m

ittee o
n

 A
ssassin

atio
n

s (M
IX

 D
o
eu

n
teu

t N
o
. 1

0
0
1
0
2
) (h

erein
after 

referred
 Io

n
s S

tein
 )iterv

iew
). 

( f0) 
S

tein
 in

terv
iew

 (M
K

 D
o
cu

m
en

t N
o
. 1

0
0
4
0
2
), p

. 1
; see also

 staff In
ter-

v
iew

 o
f M

ick
ey

 M
ed

in
a, F

eb
ru

ary
 1

7
, 

1048, H
o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

s-
s:testae I 11111113. 

(11) 
W

h
ile 

S
tein

 co
n
tin

u
o
u
sly

 d
en

ied
 p

erso
n
al In

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 th

e sale o
f 

n
arco

tics (see S
tein

 in
terv

iew
, B

IL
K

 D
o
cu

m
en

t N
o. 190102, p. 2), several form

er 
m

em
b
ers 

o
f th

e N
ew

 O
rlean

s P
o
llee D

ep
artm

eu
t h

av
e o

p
in

ed
 th

at S
tein

 en
- 

g
ag

ed
 in

 th
e sale o

f n
arco

tic th
rew

 w
h
ile lit th

at city. S
ee e.g., sta

g
 in

terv
iew

 o
f 

B
ill 

W
ern

er, 
F

eb
ru

ary
 2

, 1
0
7
8
, H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee 

on 
A

ssateduations 
,311.K

 D
ocum

ent, N
o. 180074) ; outside contact report (w

ith John P
hillips), F

eb. 2, 
1078, H

ouse S
elect C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations (B

IL
K

 D
ocum

ent N
o. 1800-10). 

.144 previously noted, S
tein w

as convicted for sellin
g h

ero
in

 li C
alifo

rn
ia in

 1
9
7
4
 

(au pro, in. 7). 
(12) 

S
tein Interview

 (B
IL

K
 D

ocum
ent N

o. 100402), tp. 15. 
(IS

) P
ill In

terv
iew

 o
f R

ay
m

o
n
d
 M

. M
u
rp

h
y
, M

ay
 1

, 1
9
7
8
, L

o
s A

n
g
eles B

lu
r-

k
in

 d
e N

o
. 4

4
-1

5
7
4
-1

1
-1

5
0
. In

 a co
m

m
ittee in

terv
iew

 o
n
 F

eb
. 1

2
, J1

)7
8
, M

r. 
M

u
rp

h
y
 rem

ain
ed

 certain
 th

at h
e h

ad
 seen

 R
ay

, alth
o
u
g
h
 h

e d
id

 n
o
t sp

ecify
 

th
e tim

e. S
ee staff su

m
m

ary
 o

f in
terv

iew
 o

f R
ay

m
o
n
d
 M

. M
urphey, F

elt. 2, 1078, 
house S

elect C
onunittm

s on A
seassluations (B

IL
K

 D
ocum

ent N
o. 100390). 

(14) 
S

tein interview
 (B

IL
K

 D
oeutuent N

o. 190402), pp. 4, 5. 
(15) 

Ib
id

. 
(1

0
1
 I llllll u

n
tied

 ex
ecu

tiv
e sessio

n
 testim

o
n
y
 o

f C
h
arles S

tein
, A

p
r. 4

, 1
9
7
8
, 

hearings before lite H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations, pp. 311-42 (B
IL

K
 

lh
am

m
en

t N
o
. 2

1
0
5
8
0
) (h

erein
after referred

 to
 as S

tein
 testim

o
n
y
, A

p
r. 4, 11178). 

(17) 
F

hecutttve session testim
ony of R

ita R
oses, A

pr. 0, 11378, bearings before 
th

e lo
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

eilitIS
S

illU
tiona, pp. 15-10. 

(18) 
S

tein
 In

terv
iew

 (M
1
K

 D
o
m

in
ica N

o
. 1

0
0
4
0
2
), p

p
. 5

-0
. 

(19) 
S

lept T
edintuny, A

pr. 4, 1078, p. 82. 
(20) 

S
ee, e.g., S

tein testim
ony, A

pr. 4, 1078, pp. 83, 84. 
(21) 

S
tein

 circled
 th

is area o
n

 a m
ap

 o
f N

ew
 O

rlean
s p

ro
v
id

ed
 b

y
 th

e co
m

-
m

ittee staff. A
 later field

 in
v
eetig

atIo
n
 o

f th
e area b

y
 co

m
m

ittee in
v
estig

ato
rs, 

h
o
w

ev
er. p

ro
d
u
ced

 n
o
th

in
g
 o

f eig
u
illtstn

ce (B
IL

K
 D

o
cu

m
en

t N
o
. 2

0
0
4
7
0
). 

• 
(22) 

W
h

en
 ask

ed
 w

h
y

 th
is In

fo
rm

atio
n

 d
id

 n
et ap

p
ear In

 an
y

 o
f sev

eral 
In

terv
iew

s h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 to
 th

e F
B

I, S
tein

 rep
lied

 th
at p

erh
ap

s th
e ag

en
ts h

ad
n
't 

n
ak

ed
 Id

a. S
ee S

tein interview
 (B

IL
K

 D
ocum

ent N
o. 1130102), it. 8. 

(23
) T

estim
o
n
y
 o

f Jan
ice E

arl R
ay, A

ug. 10, 1978, heuringa before the H
ouse 

S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

u
sasslu

atio
n
s, 9

5
th

 ("m
tg

., 2
d
 sass, W

ash
in

g
to

n
, D

.C
.: 

G
overnm

ent P
rinting O

dra, 1070, vol. I, p.119. 
1
2
0
 F

B
I In

terv
iew

 o
f C

h
arles S

tein
, M

ay
 2

, 1
0
0
8
, L

o
s A

n
g
eles, M

u
rk

in
 M

e 
N

o. 44-1574. 
(2

5
) V

III In
terv

iew
 o

f C
h
arles S

tein
, F

eb
. 1

3
, 1

0
0
0
, L

o
s A

n
g
eles, M

u
rk

in
 

lite N
o. 44-1574-D

-512. 
(2

0
) S

tein
 in

terv
iew

 (M
L

K
 D

o
cu

m
en

t N
o
. 1

9
0
4
0
2
),p

µ
 1

0
-1

1
. 

(27) 
Id

. at p
.1

1
, 

(28) 
Ibid. 

(29) 
S

tu
ff in

terv
iew

 o
f C

h
arles D

eC
arv

elh
o
, Ju

n
e 

7, 
1
0
7
7
, H

o
u
se 

S
elect 

C
om

m
ittee on A

seasstnations( B
IL

K
 D

ocum
ent N

o. 130070): see also deelgunted 
rosined statem

en
t o

f C
h
arles D

eC
arv

elh
o
, F

eb
. 1

0
, 1

0
7
8
, H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
it-

tee on A
tesesainallons, pp. 0-10 (M

L
K

 D
ocum

ent N
o. 100201). 

(SO
) 

S
tein interview

 (B
IL

K
 D

ocum
ent N

o. 100102), p. 12. 
(3

1
) S

ee m
u
ff su

m
m

ary
 o

f In
terv

iew
 o

f R
ay

m
o
n
d
 M

. M
u
rp

h
y
, Jan

. 1
7
, 1

9
7
1
). 

H
eim

 S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssasalu
atio

n
s (B

IL
K

 D
o
cu

m
en

t N
o
. 1

8
0
0
7
0
); staff 

tosturtiary of interview
 of F

elix V
aldes, F

eb. 14, 1978. H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

A
ssassin

atio
n
s (B

IL
K

 D
o
cu

m
en

t N
o

. 1
8

(1
3

8
0

) ; staff su
m

m
ary

 o
f tu

terv
iew

 o
f 

C
lara M

an
n
, F

eb
. 1

5
, 1

0
7
8
, !lo

u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
' (B

IL
K

 
D

o
cu

m
en

t N
o
. 1

8
0
3
8
7
) ; o

u
tsid

e co
n
tact rep

o
rt (w

ith
 G

eo
rg

e P
ittm

an
), Jan

. 25, 
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1978, H
ou

se S
elect C

om
m

ittee on
 A

ssassin
ation

s (S
IL

K
 D

ocu
m

en
t N

o. 170315) ; 

sta
ff su

m
m

a
ry

 o
f In

terv
iew

 o
f T

h
eresa

 R
o
d

rig
u

es' S
to

n
e, F

els. 13, 1978, H
ou

se 

S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s (S

IL
K

 D
o
cu

m
en

t N
o
. 1

8
0
3
8
1
1
) ; sta

ff su
m

-

m
a
ry

 o
f In

terv
iew

 o
f J

o
h

n
 M

o
n

a
te, F

eb
. 1

1
, 1

9
7
8
, H

o
u

se S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee u

m
 

A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
s (S

IL
K

 D
o
eu

u
teu

t N
o
. 1

8
0
3
8
0
) ; d

esig
u

n
ted

 co
u

n
sel sta

tem
en

t o
f 

M
arie L

ee, F
eb

. 15, 1978, H
ou

se S
elect C

01111111L
ieU

 ou
 

A
ssu

ssin
u

tio
n

s (1
1
1
a.  

D
ocu

m
en

t N
o. 19(x02) ; Im

m
u

n
ised

 execu
tive session

 testim
on

y of M
arie M

artin
, 

A
p

r. 5
-ti, 1

9
7
8
, b

ea
rin

g
s b

efo
re th

e S
elect. C

o
 	

M
ee o

n
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s; slu

ff 

su
m

m
ary of In

terview
 of R

ick
y C

u
rios T

om
n

so, M
ar. 9,1978,1100S

e S
elect C

orn
-

b
a
ilee o

n
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
a
 (M

IX
 D

o
ctu

n
o
n

t N
o
. .1

1
1
0
4
9
1
). A

d
d

itio
n

a
lly

, th
e co

m
-

m
ittee c-ootaeled

 k
n

ow
led

geu
b

le law
 en

forcem
en

t officials fu
r In

form
ation

 on
 th

is 

a
sp

ect o
f th

e In
v
estig

a
tio

n
. S

ee stu
ff m

u
tin

u
try

 o
f in

terv
iew

 o
f IA

. D
a
v
id

 K
en

t 

m
id

 S
erg

ea
n

t L
o
b

elia
, N

ew
 O

rlea
n

s P
o
llee D

ep
a
rtm

en
t, F

eb
. 0

, 1078, 
11011S0 

S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s (M

IA
 D

o
cu

m
en

t N
u

. 1S
0388); ou

tsid
e colt-

W
et rep

ort (w
ith

 Joh
n

 P
h

illip
s), F

eb
. 2,1078, IIu

u
se S

elect C
om

m
ittee on

 A
ssassi-

n
ation

s (S
IL

K
 D

ocu
m

en
t. N

o. 180010). 
(3

4
) P

ill A
irtel, fro

m
 N

ew
 O

rlea
n

s to
 M

em
p

h
is, M

a
y
 7

, 1008, F
111 M

an
n

;ills 

M
u

rk
lu

 file, N
o. 44-1078-S

u
b

. 11-083. 
(3

3
) F

B
I A

lrtel, fo
rm

er D
irev

to
r H

o
o
v
er to

 N
ew

 °M
en

u
s, N

o
v
. 1

-1
, 1

0
0
4
, N

ew
 

O
rlean

s M
u

rk
lu

 O
le, N

o. 157-10073-1202. 
(S

O
 F

R
I rep

ort, N
ov. 27, 111118, 

pp. 4305-4-158 (S
IL

K
 D

ocu
m

en
t N

o. 0115)81). 

(3
3
) F

B
I rep

o
rt re: R

eco
rd

s o
f th

e P
ro

v
in

cia
l M

o
tel, A

p
r. 1

5
, 1

9
0
8
, p

. 7
2
4
 

(M
IK

 D
ocu

m
en

t N
o. 040054). 

(3
8
) Ib

id
. 

(37) 
Ib

id
. 

(38) 
Id

., at p
p

. 724-725. 
(39) 

S
taff an

ton
tary of In

terview
 of B

ryan
 D

u
P

ep
e, F

eb
. 11, 1978, H

ou
se S

elect 

C
om

u
tittc•e oft A

ssassin
ation

s, p
. 1 (111.K

 D
oen

tn
eu

t N
O

. 
I8

0
:)1

3
). In

 h
is in

let ,
  

v
iew

 w
ith

 th
e F

B
I In

 A
p

ril 1
9
0
8
, D

a
P

ep
e a

d
v
ised

 th
a
t ro

o
m

 1
2
0
 ren

ted
 fo

r $12 

p
er d

a
y
. S

ee n
u
 re

p
o
rt, A

p
r. 15, /0,98,p

. 724 (S
IL

K
 D

ocu
m

en
t N

u
. 0400311. 

(40) 
D

esig
n

a
ted

 C
o
u

n
sel S

ta
tem

en
t o

f A
n

th
o
n

y
 C

h
a
rles D

ella
rv

elito
. F

eb
. 2

3
, 

1078, D
ou

se S
elect C

 	
M

ee on
 A

ssassin
u

tion
s, p

p
. 11-27 (S

IL
K

 D
ocu

m
en

t N
u

. 

100201). 
(41) 

Id
. a

t p
. 1

4
. 

(42) 
Ib

id
. 

(43) 
Id

. at p
. 21. 

(I)) Ib
id

. 
(4

5
) Id

., et p
. 22. 

( 4
6
) Ib

id
., p

.2
3
. 

(47) 
Id

., a
t p

. 2
7
. 

(48) 
S

tein
 in

terview
 (S

IL
K

 D
ocu

m
en

t N
o. 100402), p

p
. 10-11. • 

O
9) 

Id
., et p

. 1
2
. 

(50
) S

ta
ff su

m
m

a
ry

 o
f In

terv
iew

 o
f W

ilila
tn

 B
u

sch
, N

o
v
. B

O
, 1

9
7
8
, H

o
u

se 

S
elect C

om
m

ittee eu
 A

ssassin
ation

s (S
IL

K
 D

ocu
m

en
t N

o.100196). 
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S
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p
p
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en
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S
elect C

om
m

ittee on
 A

ssassin
ation

s 

U
.S

. H
ou

se of R
ep

resen
tatives 

N
in

ety-fifth
 C

on
gress 

S
econ

d
 S
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Ikfro 41441:--)1414, 	
lerIA

.pc,ey-a4,2) 

V
-A

4c 	
'4

4
6
  

%
it 

A
t 44Ar' 	

c(ivithaa) 
jAriLlIfv 

rt ott 	
"im

ii 4
  

(II' W
ithin m

om
ents (1) of the shot that felled D

r. K
ing, tw

o w
it-

nesses in the northern w
ing of B

essie B
rew

er's room
inglionse observed 

a m
an run dow

n the hallw
ay from

 the area of a com
m

on bathroom
 at 

the end of the hall. T
his bathroom

 faced to the east of the room
ing-

house' and overlooked the L
orraine M

otel. (8) W
illiam

 A
nachutz, 

the tenant from
 room

 4-B
, saw

 the m
an briefly but could provide only 

a general description. O
n the other hand, C

harles Q
. S

tephens, a tenant 
I to

 
from

 8-B
, provided a detailed description, and felt that the m

an he 
saw

 fleeing dow
n the hallw

ay w
as the sam

e person he had seen check-
ing into room

 5-B
 earlier in the afternoon. (3

) S
ubsequently, S

tephens 
identified a p

ro
file p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 o

f Jam
es E

arl R
ay

 as lo
o
k
in

 v
ery

 
m

uch like the m
an he had observed checking into room

 5-B
. (4) Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay has adm

itted that he checked into room
 5-B

 on the after-
noon of A

pril 4,1988. (6
) 

(2) 
D

uring the investigation follow
ing the assassination, authori-

ties w
ere unable to uncover an eyew

itness to the assassination w
ho , 

could m
ake a positive identification of the assassin. T

hus, C
harles 

Stephens quickly becam
e a significant w

itness. 	
1/404' 

(3) 
Q

uestions, how
ever 

tentative identification. T
he com

m
ittee, therefore, conducted a full 

, w
ere raised as to the reliability of S

tephen s A)itfro."-• 

investigation into his reliability as a w
itness. 	

4
114  

(4) 
T

he com
m

ittee first. determ
ined that S

tephen's significance as a 
w

itness m
ay have been som

ew
hat exaggerated during the m

onths fol- / 
low

ing the assassination. Stephens w
as provided w

ith a police guard for 
a period of several m

onths follow
ing the assassination and at. one tim

e 
w

as jailed as a m
aterial w

itness.(6) L
t. R

. A
. C

ochran, second in com
-

m
and of the hom

icide squad in 1968, explained, how
ever, that the 

protection w
as m

ade necessary because of exaggerated new
spaper re-

ports concerning S
tephens' ability to m

ake such an identifiestion.(7) I  
C

ochran added that S
tephens could never really identify the assailant. 

(5) 
P

hil C
anale, the S

helby C
ounty A

ttorney G
eneral in 1968 w

ho 
prepared the G

overnm
ent's case against Jam

es E
arl R

ay, testified that 
S

tephens had seen R
ay checking into the roorninghouse prior to the 

assassination, and in the hallw
ay after the assassination. C

anale added 
that ho w

as considered an im
portant, but not an essential, proseciltion 

w
itness. (8

 
.1

3
 ,1

 
	.1A

ieM
 

614-, 	
A

ks,vnt rutA
irti 	

GC i4stto 
(6 	

sten ial issue w
as raised concerning S

tephens' sobriety onvi 
he day of D

r. K
ing's assassination. O

ne w
itness, a taxi driver nam

ed 
es M

cG
r w

, told
 th

e com
m

ittee th
at on

ly m
in

u
tes b

efore the 
assassination, lie observed S

tephens lying on his bed in room
 6-B

 in a 
drunken stupor.(9) M

cG
raw

's assertions to the com
m

ittee received 

*
A

 d
ia

g
ra

m
 o

f th
e seco

n
d

 flo
o
r o

f B
essie B

rew
er's ro

o
m

in
g
h

o
u

se w
a
s in

tro
-

d
u

ced
 in

to th
e record

 d
u

rin
g th

e com
m

ittee's p
u

b
lic h

earin
gs. S

ee, 111,1•1 exh
ib

it 
P

-20, vol. 1, IIS
C

A
-S

IL
K

 h
earin

gs, p
.10. 

(285/ 
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support from
 C

apt. T
om

m
y. D

. S
m

ith of Ilse M
em

phis P
olice D

epart-
m

ent. S
m

ith, a lieutenant for the hom
icide squad on A

pril 4, 1968, re-
ported to the crim

e scene follow
ing the assassination of D

r. IC
ing. H

e 
observed both C

harles S
tephens and his com

m
on-law

 w
ife, G

race 
W

ald
en

,' after th
e assassin

atio
n
 an

d
 to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
ittee th

at b
o
th

 
ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e in
to

x
icated

.(1
0
) S

m
ith

 d
id

 n
o
t q

u
estio

n
 eith

er 
S

tephens or W
alden at the tim

e. 
(7) 

O
n the other hand, the first police officer to observe and question 

S
tephens only m

inutes after the assassination, L
t. Jam

es P
epin of the 

ItIP
D

 in
tellig

en
ce sectio

n
,(//) to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
ittee th

at alth
o

u
g

h
 

S
tephens had obviously been drinking, he w

as neither incoherent nor 
staggering.(M

). L
t. G

lenn K
ing, w

ho w
as also ut the scene w

ithin 
m

inutes after the assassination, interview
ed S

tephens and found him
 

coherent. (1
3

) lie told the com
m

ittee )  how
ever, that S

tephens w
as w

ell 
know

n on S
outh M

ain S
treet for his excessive drinking habits.(/4) 

(8) 
T

hese judgm
ents of L

ieutenants P
a pia and K

ing w
ere supported 

by the statem
ent. of L

loyd Jow
ers, the ow

ner of Jim
 is G

rill, a bur lo-
cated under the northern w

ing of the room
inghouse. A

ccording to 
Jow

ers, C
harles S

tephens w
as in his establishm

ent on A
pril 4, drink-

ing—
like alw

ays, (1
5

) N
evertheless, Jow

ers stated that S
tephens w

as 
in

 co
n
tro

l o
f h

im
self an

d
 k

n
ew

 w
h
at h

e w
as say

in
g
 o

r d
o
in

g
.(M

) 
Jow

ers added—
in a statem

ent. that casts som
e question on the assertion 

of Jam
es M

cG
raw

—
that although S

tephens drank beer all the tim
e by 

the quart, he never saw
 him

 passed out. (
19') 

(9) 
T

he com
m

ittee also questioned J. H
arold F

lannery, the attorney 
for the U

.S
. D

epartm
ent of Justice w

ho prepared the R
ay extradition 

affidavit that w
as executed by S

tephens.(78) F
lannery stated that he 

had carefully questioned S
tephens and exam

ined the circum
stances 

under w
hich S

tephens had identified R
ay's profile photograph. H

e 
w

as convinced as to the genuineness of that identification.( /9) T
he 

com
m

ittee w
as also told by S

tephens' attorney, H
arvey G

ipson, that 
he believed S

tephens' A
pril 4, 1968 statem

ents truthfully represented 
w

hat. S
tephens had, in fact, seen on that date. (N

O
) 

(10) 
T

he com
m

ittee considered the possibility that S
tephens' testi-

m
ony m

ight have been influenced by the rew
ard offered for inform

a-
tion leading to the arrest find conviction of the assassin. S

tephens lost 
his judicial hid for the $100,000 rew

ard, w
hich had been announced 

o
n

 A
p

ril 5
, 1

9
6

8
. In

 th
e co

u
rt's ru

lin
g

, h
o

w
ev

er, th
e reliab

ility
 o

f 
S

tep
h

en
s' id

en
tificatio

n
 d

id
 n

o
t b

eco
m

e an
 issu

e.(S
/) R

ath
er, th

e 
court's ruling w

as based on its finding that S
tephens had no know

ledge 
of the rew

ard offer at the tim
e he provided his initial statem

ents on 
A

pril 4. T
he court further found that S

tephens' inform
ation did not, 

in
 fact, lead

 to
 eith

er th
e arrest. o

r th
e co

n
v
ictio

n
 o

f Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay.(32) 
(11) 

F
inally, the com

m
ittee review

ed a variety of statem
ents by 

S
tephens, and noted their general consistency over the past 10 years. 

(23) In addition, a sim
ilarity w

as noted betw
een the description pro-

v
id

ed
 b

y
 S

tep
h
en

s after th
e assassin

atio
n
 an

d
 th

at o
f Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay. (E4)

 

.A
 com

p
lete d

iscu
ssion

 of G
race W

ald
en

's sign
ifican

ce as a w
itn

ess Is Included 
lu

 th
e com

m
ittee's fin

al rep
ort, sec. IIA

. 
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(12) T
o sum

 up, w
hile it m

ay be concluded that C
harles S

tephens 
did, in fact, see Jam

es E
arl R

ay in the hallw
ay im

m
ediately follow

ing 
the assassination, his testim

ony to that effect w
as vulnerable on sev-

eral counts had R
ay gone to trial. F

irst, the evidence is overw
helm

-
ing that C

harles S
tephens w

as drinking on A
pril 4, 1068. O

nly the 
e
x
te

n
t o

f 
th

at d
rin

k
in

g
 is a

t issue. S
econd, the hallw

ay a
t B

essie 
B

rew
er's w

as dim
ly lighted, and S

tephens w
as separated from

 the 
fleeing assassin by betw

een 40 and 50 feet. F
inally, S

tephens him
-

self has declined to provide an unqualified identification of the assas-
sin. In his June 1968 identification of R

ay's profile photograph for 
the F

B
I, he stated only that the profile photo of R

ay looked very m
uch 

like the m
an he saw

 in the room
inghouse.(25) 

(13) 
S

tephens' value to the prosecution's case w
ould, therefore, have 

been lim
ited. H

is testim
ony that he heard steps betw

een room
 5–B

 and 
the room

inghouse bathroom
 on sev

era
l o

cca
sio

n
s prior to the shot w

ould 
have provided circum

stantial evidence against R
ay, since R

ay has 
adm

itted renting and occupying room
 5–B

 on the afternoon of A
pril 4.* 

B
eyond this, S

tephens' testim
ony w

ould have contributed little. 

S
ubm

itted by : 
Jen

eirr R
. A

K
E

R
S, 

S
en

io
r S

ta
ff A

tto
rn

ey. 

•T
h
e assu

m
p
tio

n
 Is m

ad
e h

ere th
at G

ay w
ou

ld
 h

ave tak
en

 th
e stan

d
 an

d
 re-

p
eated

 h
is b

eak
 R

ao
u
l sto

ry
. D

u
rin

g
 in

terv
iew

s w
ith

 th
e staff, R

ay
 to

ld
 th

e 
com

m
ittee th

at th
is w

as h
is trial strategy. 

t. 
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itm
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e b
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h
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e sh
o
t an

d
 
h

is 
observation of the assassin at the end of the hallw
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