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M
arina w

anted, w
ould have m

eant scrapping his identity and con-
structing a new

 one—
or becom

ing a hypocrite in his ow
n eyes, som

e, 
on

e w
h

o sat arou
n

d
 an

d
 talk

ed
 b

u
t d

id
 n

oth
in

g. 
T

he attack on W
alker resem

bled his defection in another respect:  
it w

as carefully planned. P
art of the excitem

ent m
ust have been in the 

detailed anticipation. T
he note he left M

arina indicates that he had 
considered every eventuality—

that he m
ight be killed or arrested, or 

that he m
ight escape, possibly to another country. A

lbert N
ew

m
an 

believes that had O
sw

ald assassinated W
alker he intended to go to the 

C
uban E

m
bassy in M

exico C
ity, tell the officials there w

hat he had 
done—

proving it w
ith his notebook and photographs—

and ask for 
asylum

 in C
uba, an "extradition-free" country. M

cM
illan suggests  

that in the event of an arrest he m
ight have used his trial as a forum

 
to denounce A

m
erican fascism

, before asking for asylum
 in R

ussia. 
A

t any rate, as M
arina later said of the backyard photographs, "H

e 
m

ust have had som
ething in his m

ind—
som

e grandiose plans." 
O

n A
pril at O

sw
ald staged another dram

atic scene. A
fter reading 

the m
orning new

spaper he got dressed and put his Sm
ith &

 W
esson 

pistol into his belt. H
e inform

ed M
arina that form

er V
ice-P

resident 
R

ichard N
ixon w

as com
ing to tow

n and that he w
anted "to go and 

have a look." M
arina has testified that she replied, "I know

 how
 you 

look "—
and ph sicall restrained him

 from
 leaving the apartm

ent. (In 
fact, N

ixon
 w

as not com
in

g to a as, b
u

t th
at d

ay's M
orning N

ew
s 

reported a speech he had m
ade in W

ashington. T
he banner headline 

read
, "

N
ixon

 C
alls for D

ecision
 to F

orce R
ed

s O
u

t of C
u

b
a/O

p
en

 
\ U

.S
. S

u
p

p
ort of R

eb
els U

rged
."

) 
W

hen skeptical C
om

m
ission m

em
bers questioned her about this 

incident, M
arina adm

itted that she could not have kept her husband 
from

 leaving their apartm
ent if he had really w

anted to go. She said 
that at first he w

as angry and told her, ''Y
ou are alw

ays getting in m
y 

w
ay,"

 b
u

t th
en

 rath
er q

u
ick

ly gave in
. "

It m
igh

t h
ave b

een
,"

 sh
e 

continued, "that he w
as just trying to test m

e." (T
hinking back on it, 

M
arina saw

 the incident as a "kind of nasty joke," an exam
ple of a 

sadistic streak he had. She also told the C
om

m
ission that he w

ould 
m

ake her w
rite letters to the R

ussian E
m

bassy asking to be allow
ed 

to return to the Soviet U
nion: "H

e liked to tease m
e and torm

ent m
e 

in this w
ay . .. especially if I interfered in any of his political affairs, 

in any of his political discussions.") 
It isn't clear w

hy O
sw

ald now
 decided to m

ove to N
ew

 O
rleans. 

M
arine has said it w

as her suggestion that he go to his hom
etow

n to 
find w

ork, because she w
anted to get him

 aw
ay from

 the tem
ptation 
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o f tryin
g to kill W

alker again. B
ut it also appears that O

sw
ald had, 

as usual, som
e political goal in m

ind. W
hen R

uth P
aine visited the 

O
sw

alds on A
pril 24, she found them

 w
aiting w

ith their bags packed 
ready to be driven to the bus station. R

ather than see the pregnant 
M

arina m
ake the long bus trip w

ith a sm
all child, she offered to let 

them
 stay w

ith her w
hile L

ee w
ent ahead to look for a job. T

his w
as 

evidently exactly w
hat O

sw
ald had intended all along. She drove him

 
to the term

inal to check his baggage, and the next day O
sw

ald took 
a bus to N

ew
 O

rleans. 



O
rw

ald's G
am

e 

O
sw

ald to prove him
self. H

e had already m
ade one attem

pt to pene-
trate the enem

y underground. N
ow

, if he could just m
ake contact w

ith 
the exile leaders involved in these "terrorist plans," he m

ight com
e up 

w
ith an even bigger trophy: inside inform

ation about the plots to kill 
C

uba's leaders. O
nce again he w

ould seek out an exile group and offer 
his help—

not as a guerrilla leader this tim
e, but as a m

arksm
an w

ho 
„)[' rs-)  cou

ld
 assassin

ate F
id

el. H
e w

ou
ld

  try to infiltrate as  a volu
n

teer,  as 
h

e h
ad

 b
efore.  W

h
ile h

e w
as at 	

p
lan

t an
oth

er little seed
 of 

provocation. H
e'd attem

pt to goad the exiles into retaliating against 
K

ennedy. 
In other w

ords, the O
dio incident w

as O
sw

ald't reaction to C
astro's 

w
arning. 
A

lthough I w
as fairly convinced of this by 1976, I still didn't under- 

stand w
hy O

sw
ald and the others w

ent all the w
ay to D

allas to carry 
out this schem

e. W
hy did they go to Sylvia O

dio, in particular? A
n 

article in the S
atu

rday E
ven

in
g P

ost that year provided an answ
er. 

T
he authors, G

eorge O
'T

oole and P
aul H

och, had apparently discov-
ered

 m
ore ab

ou
t O

d
io's fath

er from
 som

e of th
e large n

u
m

b
er of 

W
arren C

om
m

ission records that w
ere declassified in 1976. It turns 

out that O
dio's parents w

eren't ordinary political prisoners, as the 
W

arren
 R

ep
ort su

ggested
. T

h
ey h

ad
 b

een
 in

d
irectly in

volved
 in

 a 
spectacular plot to assassinate C

astro in 1961. 
T

he plot w
as the w

ork of A
ntonio V

eciana and R
einaldo G

onzales, 
m

em
b

ers of th
e an

ti-C
astro u

n
d

ergrou
n

d
. V

ecian
a's m

oth
er h

ad
 

rented an apartm
ent near the presidential palace from

 w
hich they 

planned to fire a bazooka to kill C
astro and other officials. B

efore their 
p

lan
 cou

ld
 b

e carried
 ou

t, h
ow

ever, w
ord

 of it reach
ed

 th
e C

u
b

an
 

police. V
eciana and his m

other escaped to M
iam

i. w
hile G

onzales fled 
to a farm

 th
at w

as ow
n

ed
 b

y S
ylvia O

d
io's p

aren
ts. G

on
zales w

as 
track

ed
 d

ow
n

 an
d

 arrested
, as w

ere th
e O

d
ios. C

astro h
im

self an
-

nounced the breaking up of this plot at a public m
eeting in H

avana 
in O

ctober 1961. A
t the tim

e, the O
dio daughters w

ere already out of 
the country. 

H
aving som

ehow
 learned of her father's background, her visitors 

apparently concluded (how
ever m

istakenly) that A
m

ador O
dio's el-

dest daughter m
ight be interested in introducing a volunteer hit m

an 
to 	

under: ound. N
otice the chain of association in their approach 

to h-. 	
ey talked first about the details of her father's activities in 

C
u 	

T
h

en
, "

after th
ey m

en
tion

ed
 m

y fath
er th

ey started
 talk

in
g 

a tit the A
m

erican. H
e said, 'Y

ou are w
orking in the underground.' 

d
 I said

, 'N
o, I am

 sorry to say am
 n

ot w
ork

in
g  in the under-

tp-ed 

6
 

in this country form
ed 

got around easily and secrets 

w
ere hard to keep. O

sw
a
ld

a
v
e fo

u
n

d
 M

rs. O
d

io
 th

e sa
m

e w
a
y
 

be apparently found
,  	

_.,. 	
nr

I
r
E

r
=

-
u 	

sim
p

ly b
y ask

in
g arou

n
d

. A
n

oth
er 

N
ew

 O
rlea

n
s a

n
ti-C

a
lre, E

rn
esto

 R
o
d

rig
u

ez, h
a
s recen

tly
 

claim
ed

 th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 also visiteim
 to offer h

is services as a 
guerrilla w

arfarespecialist, and that it w
as he w

ho sent w
ald to see 

B
ringuier. T

hus, it appears that O
sw

ald m
ade m

or forayi- to the 
anti-C

astro cam
p than anyone realized, or w

anted to m
it. 

(

T
he real nam

es of the tw
o L

atin A
m

ericans w
ill probably never • 

know
n. W

e know
 enou g h only to speculate about their roles. T

he 
evidence sugg ests they w

ere not anti-C
astro activists, as they claim

ed. 

A
n g elo w

as likely the L
atin A

m
erican of sim

ilar appearance that 
O

sw
ald w

as seen w
ith in N

ew
 O

rleans. B
oth m

en evidently lied w
hen 
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g round.' A
n

d
 h

e said
, 'W

e w
an

ted
 you

 to m
eet th

is A
m

erican
. H

is 
nam

e is L
eon O

sw
ald.' ... A

nd they introduced him
 as an A

m
erican 

w
ho w

as very m
uch interested in the C

uban cause." O
sw

ald told her 
th

e sam
e th

in
g, th

en
 stood

 silen
tly, evalu

atin
g th

e situ
ation

. T
h

e 
underlying logic seem

ed to be: W
e know

 about your father's connection 
w

ith
 a terrorist plot to kill C

astro. W
e believe you

 h
ave con

tacts w
ith

 
the underground H

ere is an A
m

erican you can use. H
ad O

dio invited 

th
em

 in, she m
ight w

ell have heard the rest of their proposal about 

O
sw

ald that evening. 
W

hat did they w
ant from

 M
rs. O

dio? A
pparently, they hoped she 

w
ould know

, and tell them
, the nam

e of the right person to see—
the 

leader behind these new
 aqsassination plots. A

nd, in fact, it appears 
that O

dio m
ay have had a reputation for being able to put people in 

touch w
ith the anti-C

astro underground. M
rs. O

dio told the C
om

m
is-

sion
 th

at in
 Ju

n
e 1963 sh

e h
ad

 sp
ok

en
 w

ith
 a U

ru
gu

ayan
 n

am
ed

 
Johnny M

artin w
ho claim

ed he could provide  th
e exiles w

ith
 secon

d
-

hand  w
eapons if sh

e cou
ld

 p
u

t h
im

 in
 tou

ch
 w

ith
 an

 ap
p

rop
riate 

W
ader. A

s sh
e later said

, sh
e h

ad
 "

ju
m

p
ed

 at th
e op

p
ortu

n
ity th

at 
som

ething could be done" and arranged a m
eeting betw

een M
artin 

and an exile leader in M
iam

i. 
M

rs. O
dio believed it w

ould not have been difficult for anyone to 
fin

d
 h

er. S
h

e testified
 th

at sh
ortly b

efore th
e O

sw
ald

 in
cid

en
t, a 

speaker at an anti-C
astro m

eeting in D
allas had m

entioned that he 
knew

 her father in C
uba and that A

m
ador O

dio's daughters w
ere__ 

living in that city. O
dio said she could have been located by calling 

th
e C

ath
olic refu

gee relief agen
cy or even

 b
y con

su
l • th

e p
h

on
e 

1/1„ 

book. 
O

verall, one gets the im
pression that C

 
a tightly knit com

m
unity in w

hich 


