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time was William Zo_.wg..w _.E.w__na a y-\yxi?n me ‘Rrmy who

had become a major in Castro’s army. That August Morgan received
considerable press coverage ﬂwnu he lured Sﬂ_nz“”_-._..unuu:o rebels
i ) by pretending to be a counter-revolu 7

::m”_m_mmw _.Mow__nn .rn.noaiw_n_ !-u.—n.n to emulate Morgan. They
began talking about going to Cuba to join the revolutionary forces as
officers and “lead an expedition to some of these other islands .Ea free
them t00.” They talked about how they would “do away with Tru-
jillo.”” With Delgado’s help, Oswald learned some elementary Span-
Gv.?:ﬁ. the Cuban government started sending r:.a..._an% om Batista
supporters before the firing squad, Delgado lost his enthusiasm for
Castro, but Oswald defended him. He argued that in all new govern-
ments SOme errors were bound to occur, but he was certain that these
people had been investigated prior to their executions and that the
American press wasn't publicizing those investigations. For Delgado,
leaving for Cuba had been barracks EF mostly, but Oswald still
wanted to go. He asked Delgado for ideas about ros“.ua E.,w_n.
American like himself could, in Delgado’s phrasing, get with a
Cuban, you know, people, be part of that _..n...o.::oahnw movement,
fand Delgado suggested he get in touch !.:r 2 Cuban embassy. He
.?&23 that Oswald later made contact with the Cuban consulate in
J_.ba Angeles and received mail—perhaps pro-Cuban literature—from

there. But for some reason Oswald abandoned the idea of going to
r the moment. .
nu_wumwnﬂﬂoquﬂnag& that Oswald had no use for religion—
“He used to laugh at Sunday school . . . mimic the guys that fell out
to go to church. . . . Oswald toid him that “God was a myth or a
legend, that basically our whole life is built around this one false-
hood.” The Bible was simply “'a novel.” Oswald ﬂqn_.nﬂnn_.ba Kapital
and other political books like George Orwell’s Lama& Farm.
Through Delgado, we are able to see that Oswald had little sense of
irony. As he described Animal Farm 1o U.n"mun_o. the farmer repre-
cented the imperialistic world, and the animals were the workers or
socialist people, and weventually it will come about that the socialists
will have the imperialists working for an... When he was asked if
Oswald had explained that after the pigs took over the farm they .
became like the farmers, Delgado replied, “No; just that :.n..u_wu and
animals had revolted and made the farmer work for :.n:.r o.uin
had read the book literally and obviously missed 0__.!n= s point.
Nelson Delgado's name appears in many conspiracy aoanm.rvEr
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Q. Did you fire with Oswald? .
A. Right; [ was in the same line. . . . It was a preity big joke, because
he got a lot of “Maggie's drawers” [a red flag indicating the shot had
missed the target], you know, a lot of misses, but he didn’t give a damn.
Q. Missed the target completely?
A. He just qualified, that's it. He wasn't as enthusiastic as the rest of
us. We all loved—liked, you know, going to the range.

~ Thekey element in this account is that Oswald wasn’t enthusiastic.

{ —he didn't give a darn. He scored just one point above the score
J.—ooﬂu.:.m to qualify. As a raw recruit he had done beiter. And accord-
ing to a report in Time, his Marine rifle-score book showed him
“making 48 and 49 points out of a possible 50 in rapid fire at 200 yards
from a sitting position, without a scope.”

In the spring of 1959 Oswald struck up an acquaintance with Kerry
Thornley, another young radar operator, who would be so impressed
by Oswald that he would write a novel about him after his defection.

became interested in Thornley after
Thornley seemed to agree with some of his ideas—beginning with an
admiration for the new Cuban leader. They met at a bull session
during which Oswald learned that Thornley, too, was an atheist.
“What do you think of communism?" Oswald asked him. When |
Thornley replied he didn’t think much of it, Oswald told him, “*Well, /
I think the best religion is communism.” At first Thornley felt that
Oswald was merely playing to the crowd, but he later decided that ﬁ__b
Oswald sincerely believed “communism was the best system in the |,
world.” Altliough he noticed some gaps in Lee’s knowledge, Thornley /
considered him to i
learning after the assassination that Oswald had never finished high
school. He thought the news media underestimated Oswald's under-
standing of Marxism:

¢ 14 51‘«. i
As in the case of Delgado, Oswald b y

Texiremely int

1 certainly think he undersiood much more than many people in the |
press have seemed 1o feel. I don't think he was & man who was grasping '
onto his particular beliefs . . . trying to know something over his head, '
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Mr, Dercano. We went out to the fleld, to the rifle range, and before we set
out we had set up a pot. High score wounld get this money; second highest,
and so forth down to about the fifth man that was high.

Mr. Ligsecer. How many men were there?

Mr. Deraano. Oh, In our company there was about roughly 80 wen, 80 to 100
men, and 1 would say about 40 of us were in the pot. All low ranking EM's,
though. By that I mean corporal or below. None of the sergeants were asked
to join, Nine times out of ten they weren't firing, just watching you. They
mostly watched to see who was the best firer on the line.

Mr, Lizserer. You say there were about 40 men involved in this pot?

Mr. DErgapo, Yes.

Mr. LIEBELER. nd ynu sny that Oswald fini fth from the highest?

Mr. DELGADO, % didn't get no money at all.
He just barely go s‘ﬁeore, which I ﬂr "v’vu almut 170, I think it was, just
barely sharpshooter.

Mr. LigseLer. Sharpshooter I8 the minimom——

Mr. DeLcApo. Minimum,

Mr. Lizserer. Rank?

Mr. Drreapo. It's broken down into three categories: sharpshooters—no;
pardon me, take that back; it's marksman is the lowest, sharpshooters, and
experts. And then Oswald had a marksman's badge, which was just a plain,
lttle thing here which stated “Marksman” on It.

Mr. Ligseceg. And that was the lowest one?

Mr. DeLGapo. That was the lowest. Well, that was quallfying; then there
was nothing, which meant you didn't qualify.

Mr, LigsgLeEr, Did you fire with Oswald?

Mr. Dereano, Right; I was in the same line. By that I mean we were on
line together, the same time, but not firing at the same position, but at the
game time, and I remember seeing his. It was a pretty big joke, Lec

ot o lot oL “Magkle’a Arangry” yoU know, & lot of misses, but he didn't give &
sizstagminini It

*=®fr. LizsELEs. 4 g@}_m@ﬁ]ﬂ

Mr. Dergapo. He just qualified, that's it. e wasn't as enthusiastic as the
rest of us. We all loved—liked, you know, going to the range.

Mr. Lieserer. My recollection of how the rifle ranges worked Is that the
troops divided up into two different groups, one of which operates the targets.

Mr. DErLoano. Right.

Mr. LieezLer. And the other one fires?

Mr. DELaano. Right.

Mr, Lreserer. When you said before that you were in the same line as Oswald,
you meant that you fired at the same time that he did?

Mr, Dergapo. Right. And then all of us went to the pits, our particular lines;
then we went to the plts, you know.

Mr. Lieserer. Oswald worked the pits with you, the same time you did?

Mr. Deraapo. Right. And he was a couple of targets down. It was very
comieal to see, because he had the other guy pulling the target down, you know,
and he will take and maybe gum it once in a while or run the disk up; but he
had the other guy pulling it up and bringing it down, you know. He wasn't
hardly going to exert himself.

Mr. Ligseres. Do you remember approximately how far away Oswald was
in the line from you when you fired?

Mr. Deraapo, Yes; he was just one over from me.

Mr. LizeELer. The next one, the very next one?

Mr. Dercapo. Not the next one, but the one over from that.

Mr., Ligsecgr, There was one man between you and Oswald?

Mr, Deraapo. Right.

Mr. Liesgrer. Did you talk to him about his performance with the rifle at
that time?

Mr. Dergano. Not during that day, because I was mostly interested in my
picking up the money, you know, and I wasn't worrying about what he was
doing; in fact if he wasn't bringing it in, I didn't care, you know. I didn't
want no competition.
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Mr. Dergapo. We went out to the fleld, to the rifle range, and before we set
out we had set up & pot. High score would get this money; second highest,
and so forth down to about the fifth man that was high.

Mr. Lieserer. How many men were there?

Mr. Deroapo. Oh, in our company there was about roughly 80 men, 80 to 100
men, and 1 would say about 40 of us were in the pot. All low ranking EM's,
though. By that I mean corporal or below. None of the sergeants were asked
to join. Nine times out of ten they weren't firing, just watching you. They
mostly watched to see who was the best firer on the line.

Mr. Lizseres. You say there were about 40 men lnvolved in this pot?

Mr., Deraano. Yes,

Mr. Lizngier. And you sy that Oswald finished fifth from the highest?

Mr. DELGADO. WW%Q&“H’E didn't get no money at all.
He just barely got hig Score, which I “Was about 170, I think it was, just
barely sharpshooter,

Mr. Ligsergr. Sharpshooter 18 the minimum——

Mr, DeLgapo. Minimum.

Mr. LienErer. Rank?

Mr. Deraapo. It's broken down into three categories: sharpshooters—uno;
pardon me, take that back; it's marksman is the lowest, sharpshooters, and
experts. And then Oswald had a marksman’s badge, which was just a plain,
little thing here which stated “Marksman” on it.

Mr. Ligserer, And that was the lowest one?

Mr. Dercapo. That was the lowest. Well, that was qualifying; then there
was nothing, which meant you didn’l qualify.

Mr, LigngLEr, Did you fire with Oswald?

Mr. DeLoapo. Right; I was in the same line. By that I mean we were on
Hne together, the same time, but not firing at the same position, but at the
game time, and I remember seeing his. It was a pretty big joke,

because be,
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Mr. Drroapo. He just qualified, that's it. He wasn't as enthusiastic as the
reat of us. We all loved—liked, you know, going to the range.

Mr. Lienecer. My recollection of how the rifle ranges worked is that the
troops divided up into two different groups, one of which operates the targets,

Mr. DeEraapo. Right.

Mr. Lizserer. And the other one fires?

Mr. Deroapo, Right.

Mr. LienerEr. When you sald before that you were in the same line as Oswald,
you meant that you fired at the same time that he did?

Mr. Dergapo. Right. And then all of us went to the pits, our particular lines;
then we went to the pits, you know.

Mr, Lignerer, Oswald worked the pits with you, the same time you did?

Mr. Deroapo. Right. And he was a couple of targets down. It was very
comlenl to see, because he had the other guy pulling the target down, you know,
and he will take and maybe gum it once in a while or run the disk up; but he
had the other guy pulling it up and bringing it down, you know. He wasn’t
hardly going to exert himself,

Mr, Liesgres, Do you remember approximately how far away Oswald waxs
in the line from you when you fired?

Mr. Deroapo. Yes; he was just one over from me.

Mr. LiegeLER, The next one, the very next one?

Mr. Deroano. Not the next one, but the one over from that.

Mr. Liesprer. There was one man between you and Oswald?

Mr. Dercano. Right.

Mr. Lieseren. Did you talk to him about his performance with the rifle at
that time?

Mr. Deraapo, Not during that day, because I was mostly interested In my
picking up the money, you know, and I wasn't worrying about what he was
doing; in fact if he wasn't bringing it in, I didn't care, you know. I didn't
want no competition.
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