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M
arina w

anted, w
ould have m

eant scrapping his identity and con. 
structing a new

 one—
or becom

ing a hypocrite in his ow
n eyes, som

e. 
o
n
e w

h
o
 sat aro

u
n
d
 an

d
 talk

ed
 b

u
t d

id
 n

o
th

in
g
. 

T
he attack on W

alker resem
bled his defection in another respect: 

it w
as carefully planned. P

art of the excitem
ent m

ust have been in the 
detailed anticipation. T

he note he left M
arina indicates that he had 

considered every eventuality—
that he m

ight be killed or arrested, or 
that he m

ight escape, possibly to another country. A
lbert N

ew
m

an 
believes that had O

sw
ald assassinated W

alker he intended to go to the 
C

uban E
m

bassy in M
exico C

ity, tell the officials there w
hat he had 

done—
proving it w

ith his notebook and photographs—
and ask for 

asylum
 in C

uba, an "extradition-free" country. M
cM

illan suggests 
that in the event of an arrest he m

ight have used his trial as a forum
 

to denounce A
m

erican fascism
, before asking for asylum

 in R
ussia. 

A
t any rate, as M

arina later said of the backyard photographs, "H
e 

m
ust have had som

ething in his m
ind—

som
e grandiose plans." 

,r-  O
n

 A
p

ril at O
sw

ald
 stag

ed
 an

o
th

er d
ram

atic scen
e. A

fter read
in

g
 

\ [
 ti:t loarinm

in
to.  L

islebel
w

sLPaiPieerill
grinoteddrMessed

arinana 
ih
l3tullo"

erSinViLihcejc-P
rWesideonnt 
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 N

ixon w
as com

ing to tow
n and that he w

anted "to go and 
have a look." M

arina has testified thit she replied, "I know
 how

 you 
look "—

and ph sicall restrained him
 from

 leaving the apartm
ent. (in 

fact, N
ixon w

as n
ot co

m
in

g
 to

 a as, b
u
t th

at d
ay

's M
orn

in
g N

ew
s 

reported a speech he had m
ade in W

ashington. T
he banner headline 

read. "N
ixon C

alls for D
ecision to F

orce R
eds O

ut of C
uba/O

pen 
\ U

.S
. S

upport of R
ebels U

rged.") 
W

hen skeptical C
om

m
ission m

em
bers questioned her about this 

incident, M
arina adm

itted that she could not have kept her husband 
from

 leaving their apartm
ent if he had really w

anted to go. S
he said 

that at first he w
as angry and told her. "Y

ou are alw
ays getting in m

y 
w

ay
," b

u
t th

en
 rath

er q
u

ick
ly

 g
av

e in
. "It m

ig
h

t h
av

e b
een

," sh
e 

continued, "that he w
as just trying to test m

e." (T
hinking back on it, 

M
arina saw

 the incident as a "kind of nasty joke," an exam
ple of a 

sadistic streak he had. S
he also told the C

om
m

ission that he w
ould 

m
ake her w

rite letters to the R
ussian E

m
bassy asking to be allow

ed 
to return to the S

oviet U
nion: "H

e liked to tease m
e and torm

ent m
e 

in this w
ay ... especially if I interfered in any of his political affairs, 

in any of his political discussions.") 
It isn't clear w

hy O
sw

ald now
 decided to m

ove to N
ew

 O
rleans. 

M
arine has said it w

as her suggestion that he go to his hom
etow

n to 
find w

ork, because she w
anted to get him

 aw
ay from

 the tem
ptation 
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o f trying to kill W
alker again. B

ut it also appears that O
sw

ald had, 
as usual, som

e political goal in m
ind. W

hen R
uth P

aine visited the 
O

sw
alds on A

pril 54, she found them
 w

aiting w
ith their bags packed 

ready to b
e driven to the bus station. R

ather than see the pregnant 
M

arina m
ake the long bus trip w

ith a sm
all child, she offered to let 

than stay w
ith her w

hile L
ee w

ent ahead to look for a job. T
his w

as 
evidently exactly w

hat O
sw

ald had intended all along. S
he drove him

 
to the term

inal to check his baggage, and the next day O
sw

ald took 
a bus to N

ew
 O

rleans. 


