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O
sw

ald to prove him
self. H

e had already m
ade one attem

pt to pene-

trate the enem
y underground. N

ow
, if he could just m

ake contact w
ith 

the exile leaders involved in these "terrorist plans," he m
ight com

e up 

w
ith an even bigger trophy: inside inform

ation about the plots to kill 
C

uba's leaders. O
nce again h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 seek out an exile group and offer 

1  . his help—
not as a guerrilla leader this tim

e, but as a m
arksm

an w
ho 

Pi 4' • -,AA 1. h
e
 h

a
d
 befo e. W

hile he 
j'' n

 
cou

ld
 asaac%

in
ate F

id
el. e w

ou
ld

 try to in
 trate as a volunteer, as 

p
 an

 an
 	

o 
i..fry 	

provocation. 	
'd

 
'd attem

pt to goad the exiles into retaliating against 
K

ennedy. 
In other w

ords, the O
dio incident w

as O
sw

ald's reaction to C
astro's 

w
arning. 
A

lthough I w
as fairly convinced of this by 1976, I still didn't under-

stand w
hy O

sw
ald and the others w

ent all the w
ay to D

allas to carry 

out this schem
e. W

hy did they go to S
ylvia O

dio, in particular? A
n 

article in
 th

e S
a
tu

rd
a
y E

ve
n
in

g
 P

o
st th

a
t year provided an answ

er. 
T

he authors, G
eorge O

'T
oole and P

aul H
och, had apparently discov-

ered
 m

o
re ab

o
u
t O

d
io

's fath
er fro

m
 so

m
e o

f th
e larg

e n
u
m

b
er o

f 
W

arren C
om

m
ission records that w

ere declassified in 1976. It turns 
o
u
t th

at O
d
io

's p
aren

ts w
eren

't o
rd

in
ary

 p
o
litical p

riso
n
ers, as th

e 

W
arren R

eport suggested. T
hey had been indirectly involved in a 

spectacular plot to assaglinate C
astro in 1961. 

T
he plot w

as the w
ork of A

ntonio V
eciana and R

einaldo G
onzales, 

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e an

ti-C
astro

 u
n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
. V

ecian
a's m

o
th

er h
ad

 

ren
ted

 an
 ap

artm
en

t n
ear th

e p
resid

en
tial p

alace fro
m

 w
h
ich

 th
ey

 

planned to fire a bazooka to kill C
astro and other officials. B

efore their 

plan could be carried out, how
ever, w

ord of it reached the C
uban 

police. V
eciana and his m

other escaped to M
iam

i, w
hile G

onzales fled 

to a farm
 that w

as ow
ned by S

ylvia O
dio's parents. G

onzales w
as 

tracked dow
n and arrested, as w

ere the O
dios. C

astro him
self an-

nounced the breaking up of this plot at a public m
eeting in H

avana 
in O

ctober 1961. A
t the tim

e, the O
dio daughters w

ere already out of 
the country. 

H
aving som

ehow
 learned of her father's background, her visitors 

apparently concluded (how
ever m

istakenly) that A
m

ador O
dio's el-

dest daughter m
ight be interested in introducing a volunteer hit m

an 

i
to th 

underground.  N
otice the chain of association in their approach 

to h 	
ey talked first about the details of her father's activities in 

C
u 	

T
h
en

, "after th
ey

 m
en

tio
n
ed

 m
y
 fath

er th
ey

 started
 talk

in
g
 

ut the A
m

erican. H
e said, 'Y

ou are w
orking in the underground.' 

I said
, 'N

o
, I am

 so
rry

 to
 say I am

 n
ot w

orking in the under-
w

ild 
tA

-
N

A
A

X-V
r'  

Tha T
rou

b
lin
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gro und.' A
nd he said, 'W

e w
anted you to m

eet this A
m

erican. H
is 

nam
e is L

eon O
sw

ald.' . . . A
nd they introduced him

 as an A
m

erican 

w
ho w

as very m
uch interested in the C

uban cause." O
sw

ald told her 

the sam
e th

in
g
, th

en
 sto

o
d
 silen

tly
, ev

alu
atin

g
 th

e situ
atio

n
. T

h
e 

underlying logic seem
ed to be: W

e know
 about your father's connection 

w
ith

 a
 te

rro
rist p

lo
t w

 kill C
a
stro

. W
e
 b

e
lie

ve
 yo

u
 h

o
ve

 co
n
ta

cts w
ith

 

th
e

 u
n

d
e

rg
ro

u
n

d
. H

e
re

 is a
n

 A
m

e
rica

n
 yo

u
 ca

n
 u

se
. H

ad O
din invited 

them
 in, she m

ight w
ell have heard the rest of their proposal about 

O
sw

ald that evening. 
W

hat did they w
ant from

 M
rs. O

dlo? A
pparently, they hoped she 

r' r
 

w
ould know

, and tell them
, the nam

e of the right person to see—
the 

4{.1iA.q.)( 
leader behind these new

 accaaination plots. A
nd, in fact, it appears i ,,,,(1,,,/}1 

th
at O

d
io

 m
ay

 h
av

e h
ad

 a rep
u
tatio

n
 fo

r b
ein

g
 ab

le to
 p

u
t p

eo
p
le in

 t7
,,,,,:i. 

touch w
ith the anti-C

astro underground. M
rs. O

dio told the C
om

m
is-

sio
n
 th

at in
 Ju

n
e 1

9
6
3
 sh

e h
ad

 sp
o
k
en

 w
ith

 a U
ru

g
u
ay

an
 n

am
ed

 1,p
, A

 
Jo

h
n
n
y M

artin
 w

h
o
 claim

ed
 h

e co
u
ld

 p
g
iiciti
l t L

ee_A
ilsa w

ith second- 	
#
 

hand 	 w
eapons  if sh

e co
u

ld
 p

u
t h

im
 to

 to
u

ch
 w

ith
 an

 ap
p

ro
p

riate 
co

/J
*
0
'4344  

I- ad
er. A

s sh
e later said

, sh
e h

ad
 "

ju
m

p
ed

 at th
e opportunity th

a
t 	

0
1
)-,  I i  

som
ething could be done" and arranged a m

eeting betw
een M

artin 

and an exile leader in M
iam

i. 
M

rs. O
dio believed it w

ould not have been difficult for anyone to 

fin
d

 h
er. S

h
e testified

 th
at sh

ortly b
efore th

e O
sw

ald
 in

cid
en

t, a 
speaker at an anti-C

astro m
eeting in D

allas had m
entioned that he 	

„—
 

k
n
ew

 h
er fath

er in
 C

u
b
a an

d
 th

at A
m

ad
o
r O

d
io

's d
au

g
h
ters w

ere 	
1- ;;;i 

living in that city. O
dio said she could have been located by

: calling 
,j,{P'' - 

th
e C

ath
olic refu

gee relief agen
cy or even

 b
y con

su
l . 	

th
e p

h
on

e „
i„, 

book. 
O

verall, one gets the im
pression that C

 	
in this country form

ed 

a tightly knit com
m

unity in w
hich now

 got around easily and secrets 

w
ere hard to keep. O

sw
ald m

arfii - ve found M
rs. O

dio the sam
e w

ay 

b
e ap

p
aren

tly
 fo

u
n
d
, -E

rsingiier—
sim

ply by asking around. A
nother 

tl 	
N

ew
 O

rlean
s an

ti-C
iitro —

d
n

e, E
rn

esto R
od

rigu
ez, h

as recen
tly 

claim
ed that O

sw
ald had also visitec

—
F

rm
 to offer h

is services as a 

guerrilla w
arfare specialist, and that it w

as he w
ho sent w

ald to see 

B
rin

gu
ier. T

h
u

s, it ap
p

ears th
at O

sw
ald

 m
ad

e m
or forays in

toth
e 

anti-C
astro cam

p than anyone realized, or w
anted to 

.:: 	
T

he real nam
es of the tw

o L
atin A

m
ericans w

ill probably never 	
n

il, 
k

n
ow

n
. W

e k
n

ow
 en

ou
gh

 on
ly to sp

ecu
late ab

ou
t th

eir roles. T
h

e 

evidence suggests they w
ere not anti-C

astro activists, as they claim
ed. 

A
n

gelo w
as lik

ely th
e L

atin
 A

m
erican

 of sim
ilar ap

p
earan

ce th
at 

O
sw

ald w
as seen w

ith in N
ew

 O
rleans. B

oth m
en evidently lied w

hen 

ilf\A
V

 V
^A

V
O

 lip U
, C

) .\ Ital‘ 



they said they were members of JU 	
and friends of Odio's father. 

(The other leaders of JURE said they h never heard of them, and 
Odio's father, now living  in the Unit 	

tes, still insists they were 
no friends of his.) And if they wer rum-New-Orb:ant, as they said,  
they would almost certainly have known of the splash Oswald had 
made there in August as a Fair Play for Cuba activist. None of this 

	

1 	
rules out 	

e idea that one or both or these m
en

 were anti-Castroites 
"----whoTa mfiltrated Oswald's one-man operation."Leopoldo may have 

been an anti-Castro millranr who truly believed Oswald would be an 
asset to his cause. But his telephone conversation with Odio followed 

4 	
,id Oswald's line with Bringuier so closely that this seems doubtful. And 

	

T
. t

t
 	

Leopoldo's parting  shot about Amador Odio—"Is h
e still in the Isle 

10514, t o  of Pines?"—sounds almost like a jeer. It seems more reasonable that
t

P
these three were birds of a feather than that they were working  at 
cross purposes. 

But let's pull back for a moment to get a broader view. Was there 
someone behind the scenes telling  Oswald what to do? 

Let's make that question more specific: Who would have had a 
reason to order Oswald to get inside the exile underground? Not the 
CIA, apparently, since the CIA already had plenty of contacts with 
that group—the CIA was, in fact, running  the war against Cuba. The 
FBI? Maybe, though it's difficult to imagine that Hoover's boys would 
h

ave wanted one of their operatives to go around suggesting  that 
Castro's opponents should murder the president. Besides, it's hard to 
picture Lee Oswald working  for the FBI or the CIA, unless we crop 
out everything  else we know about him. 

There is another possibility. Although the House Assassinations 
Committee concluded, "on the basis of the evidence available to it," 
that the Cuban government was not involved in the assassination, its 
report called the CIA investigation oldie question of Cuban involve-
ment grossly inadequate—and it attached a fine-print footnote: 

With respect to th
e in

cid
en

t a
t th

e h
o
m

e o
f S

y
lv

ia
 O

d
io

 in
 D

a
lla

s, th
e 

C
IA

 h
a
d

 d
ev

elo
p

ed
 sin

ce 1
9
6
3
 th

e a
b

ility
 to

 id
en

tify
 fro

m
 p

h
y
sica

l 

d
escrip

tio
n

s p
o
ssib

le in
tellig

en
ce a

g
en

ts w
h

o
 m

a
y
 h

a
v
e been

 in
volved

. 

In
 fa

ct, a
t th

e co
m

m
ittees req

u
est, th

e C
IA

 a
ttem

p
ted

 to
 id

en
tify

 O
d

io
's 

v
isito

rs, a
n

d
 it d

eterm
in

ed
 th

a
t th

ey
 m

a
y
 h

a
v
e b

een
 m

em
b

ers o
f C

u
b

a
n

 

in
tellig

en
ce. T

h
e co

m
m

ittee sh
o
w

ed
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h

s su
p

p
lied

 b
y
 th

e C
IA

 

to
 O

d
io

 w
h

o
 sta

ted
 th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t a

p
p

ea
r to

 b
e th

e v
isito

rs in
 q

u
estio

n
. 

T
h

e co
m

m
ittee ca

m
e to

 th
e co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
a
t h

a
d

 sh
e b

een
 sh

o
w

n
 p

h
o
to

- 

dAi 	
lvt4) a ri.t 

1 coli 1
 

 4
1
 1

4
 

,\O
-

w
Ytit 

1
6
1
... O

sw
a
ld

's G
lu

m
 

T
h
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rou

b
lin
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y of S
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d
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g
ra

p
h

s in
 1

9
6
3
, w

h
en

 th
e ev

en
t w

a
s clea

rer in
 h

er m
in

d
, sh

e m
ig

h
t h

a
v
e 

b
een

 a
b

le to
 m

a
k

e a
n

 id
en

tifica
tio

n
. it is a

lso
 reg

retta
b

le th
a

t th
e C

IA
 

d
id

 n
o
t m

a
k

e u
se o

f a
 d

efecto
r fro

m
 C

u
b

a
 w

h
o
 h

a
d

 w
o
rk

ed
 in

 in
telli-

g
en

ce a
n

d
 w

h
o
 m

ig
h

t h
a
v
e b

een
 a

b
le to

 id
en

tify
 th

e O
d

io
 v

isito
rs. 

An extraordinary footnote. And yet, it's hard to believe that Leo-
poldo a

n
d

 A
n

g
elo

 w
ere Cuban intelli g ence a g ents. Anythin g  this trio 

hoped to g et out of Mrs. Odio they must have hoped to g et right away, 
before she could check their authenticity with her father. The whole 
af fair had an improvised, amateurish flavor. As we'll see later on, 
although Oswald w

an
ted to work for the Cubans, he apparently got 

n o further with them than he did with the Russians. 
"As far as takin g  orders," M

agna told the House Assassinations 
Committee, speakin g g enerally, "I knew him personally and he didn't 
like to take orders." There's no reason to assume that Oswald was 
following orders when he went to see Bring uier or Odio, because h

e 

had a motive of his own—or, rather, two motives. He wanted to help 
Cuba, and he wanted to make a name for himself as a Castro sup-
porter and revolutionary. He was operatin g  in the uncertain present, 

rt 
with specific short-range g oals in mind. Oswald was on his way to 
Cuba, he hoped, and he evidently wanted to come bearin g gifts—
much as 

h
e had done when 

h
e 

w
en

t to Russia with his military 

inform e sim
p
lest 

T
h
 	

est and most reasonable conclusion is that the Odio inci- 
dent was Oswald's idea. Looked at more closely, each of the tactics 
u sed was typical of Oswald in some manner. It was like him to pose 
a
s a leader: the g uerrilla warfare expert, the expert marksman. He was 

putting  his military trainin g  to ironic use—as an enlisted man, Oswald 
had once complained that all the Marine Corps did was teach you to 
kill, and after you g ot out you mi ght be a good gang ster. The second 
tactic—trying to draw the exiles into a violation of the law—also 
s ounds like Oswald, who often showed a tendency to be le g alistic. 
And finally, the threat a g ainst a president's life was also in character, ,,, 
since 	

ahead 	
de a verbal 
	ag ainst Eisenhower.

a 	
v 	

lu 

But it wasintst the taciics. The enure incident had the imprint 
o f Oswald's personality on it. Consider another remark of Marina's. 
She was asked if she thou g ht her husband would have prepared for 
his defection by learnin g  Russian: "Was that a trait of his . . that 
when he g ot ready to do something  he felt was important he spent a 
period of time preparin g  for it?" She answered, "I would say yes," and 
a few minutes later circled b

a
ck

 to the same q
u

e
stio

n
: "

G
o
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 



a 
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aits G

am
. 

to say th
at L

ee w
as alw

ays p
rep

arin
g for som

eth
in

g, h
e n

ot alw
ays 

prepared him
self (sic], but he w

as quite calculating in that respect, and 

som
etim

es quite clever. H
e w

ould m
asquerade som

ehow
." G

eorge de 

M
ohrenschildt, too, saw

 this trait of his. C
oncerning the theory of the 

con
sp

iracists th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as w

ork
in

g for th
e an

ti-C
astro sid

e in
 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s, h
e w

rote: 

I cannot visualize L
ee being in cahoots w

ith these C
uban refugees in 

N
ew

 O
rleans ... but he m

ight have played his ow
n gam

e, m
eeting som

e 

of th
em

, ch
eck

in
g ju

st for th
e h

ell of it w
h

at th
eir m

otivation
s w

ere. 

T
he am

azing and attractive side of L
e
s
 personality w

as that he liked 

to p
lay w

ith
 h

is ow
n

 life, h
e w

as an actor in real life. A
 very curious 

individual. 

O
n the other hand, I can very easily visualize L

ee joining a pro-C
astro 

group. 

T
he O

dio incident w
as characteristic of O

sw
ald. T

here w
as even, 

perhaps, a m
odel for it from

 his childhood, although this w
as proba-

b
ly an

 even
t b

e h
ad

 lon
g forgotten

. In
 F

ort W
orth

 sixteen
 years 

earlier, M
argu

erite h
ad

 also stood
 ou

tsid
e a rival's d

oor w
ith

 tw
o 

confederates. A
s the ringleader, she told one of them

 w
hat to say—

 

"T
elegram

 for M
rs 	

trap her w
andering husband, E

dw
in 

A
. E

k
d

ah
l. A

s R
ob

ert said
, h

is b
roth

er's "
im

agin
ation

 an
d

 love of 

intrigue" w
ere a lot like his m

other's. 

T
he com

pelling aspect of Sylvia O
dio's testim

ony is the w
indow

 it 

provides on L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald's thinking just tw
o m

onths before 

D
allas. U

p until then, there w
as little indication that O

sw
ald felt any 

anim
osity tow

ard John K
ennedy. In fact, he seem

ed to favor him
 over 

the other politicians on the scene. In A
ugust he had publicly blam

ed 

the C
IA

 and State D
epartm

ent for A
m

erica's policy tow
ard C

uba. 

ut sixteen days after C
astro's w

arning appeared, 9sw
ald not only  

tr
ie

d
 tw

r
ir.....

ith
tL

x
 

lots  C
a 	

gau
stro

 s k
e 	

he su
 ested

 th
a
t 

T
h

e ep
tem

b
er 9 w

arn
in

g evi en
tly a an

 

erect: O
sw

ald now
 V

Ireved that C
astro w

as in danger and that the 

C
uban leader held K

ennedy responsible. 

T
his conclusion is adm

ittedly based on inferences—
I have deduced 

O
sw

ald
's th

in
k

in
g b

y read
in

g O
d

io's testim
on

y 'n
 li h

t of h
is cast 

behavior. T
he m

ethod I've used is an old one. D
uring c ostng argu. 

m
eats in

 a trial, each
 attorn

ey w
ill attem

p
t to w

eave th
e availab

le 

evidence into a reconstruction of the events in question. It is then up 

T
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to the jury to decide w
hose account is m

ore likely to be true. I have 

p
resen

ted
 th

e O
d

io in
cid

en
t w

ith
in

 a n
arrative of O

sw
ald

's oth
er 

activities, show
ing bow

 the pieces m
esh. A

lthough I don't claim
 to 

bare conclusive proof, I do m
aintain that m

y interpretation is m
ore 

credible than the alternative theories. 

O
nly tw

o other explanations of this incident have been given—
that 

it w
as an extraordinary case of m

istaken identity, or a plot to fram
e 

a :viands' by presenting him
 as an anti-C

astro hit m
an. N

either view
 

can be totally disproved. B
ut neither encom

passes the other evidence 

about O
sw

ald nearly as w
ell as the solution I've proposed. 

I found new
 support for m

y argum
ent in 1977, w

hen I learned that 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald had m
ade a second threat against K

ennedy's life 

ju
st a few

 d
ays after h

e left S
ylvia O

d
io's d

oorstep
. T

h
e m

an
 w

h
o 

revealed
 th

is th
reat w

as n
ot an

 u
n

k
n

ow
n

 n
am

ed
 "

L
eop

old
o,"

 b
u

t 

F
idel C

astro him
self. 


