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sw

ald', G
ann 

T
h

e D
efeccioa 	
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ship. B
ut at that point the Soviet bureaucracy took control. W

hen his 

stx _day visa expired, O
sw

ald w
as inform

ed he w
ould have to leave the 

country im
m

ediately. A
nd since the R

ussians w
ere not in

terested
, he 

w
ould have to return to the U

nited States. O
sw

ald w
ent back to his 

hotel room
, considered the situation for a few

 hours, and cut him
self 

above his left w
rist. 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e W

arren
 R

ep
ort cau

tiou
sly called

 it "
an

 ap
p

aren
t 

su
icid

e attem
p

t,"
 th

ere is reason
 to b

elieve th
at th

is in
cid

en
t w

as 

an
oth

er on
e of O

sw
ald

's d
ram

atic m
an

ip
u

lation
s. H

e k
n

ew
 th

at 

R
im

m
a w

as scheduled to arrive at his hotel room
 w

ithin the hour and 

w
ould find him

. T
he hospital records, provided by the Soviets after 

the assassination, state that his injury w
as "light" and that O

sw
ald 

to ld his doctor he had cut his w
rist to "postpone his departure" From

 

th
e Soviet U

nion. In fact, this "apparent suicide attem
pt" w

as sim
ilar 

to the m
inor_ lunshot w

ound O
sw

ald had inflicted on him
self in Japan.. 

E
ach ilia - dent seem

ed - to have had the sam
e purpose—

to avoid being 

s ent w
here he did not w

ant to go. T
he em

otion expressed w
as probably 

not suicidal despair but an extraordinary w
illfulness—

a determ
ina-

tion to act decisively and even violently to m
anipulate events. 

T
he strategem

 w
orked, at least for a w

hile. A
fter being released 

from
 the hospital, O

sw
ald w

as transferred to another hotel, although 

his tourist visa had expired. H
is diary claim

s he w
as interview

ed by 

a new
 set of Soviet officials the sam

e afternoon, T
hey asked him

 to 

d
escrib

e th
e oth

er officials h
e h

ad
 seen

, an
d

 took
 n

otes. B
u

t th
ese 

bureaucrats also put him
 off: Several factors m

ust have entered into 

their decision—
am

ong them
, O

sw
ald's evident unpredictability and 

the overall political situation. W
hile O

sw
ald w

as sailing to E
urope, 

Soviet P
rem

ier N
ikita K

hrushchev had been touring the U
nited States 

after m
eeting w

ith P
resident E

isenhow
er at C

am
p D

avid. T
he w

orld 

press w
as heralding a potential thaw

 in the C
old W

ar. 
P

riscilla Johnson thought the Soviets w
ere suspicious of all foreign-

ers, including those w
hose ideological credentials w

ere unquestion-

able—
as, of cou

rse, O
sw

ald's w
ere not. H

aving never joined the C
om

-

m
unist party, be had no ideological record. O

ne of the questions the 

second group of officials asked him
 w

as, "W
hat docum

ents do you 

have to show
 w

ho and w
hat you are?" T

he only thing O
sw

ald could 

produce w
as his M

arine C
orps honorable discharge. 

A
fter w

aiting for three days w
ithout getting an answ

er, O
sw

ald 

decided to take action again. H
e w

ent to the A
m

erican E
m

bassy and 

attem
p

ted
 to sign

 aw
ay h

is citizen
sh

ip
. A

s a n
on

-A
m

erican
 h

e 

couldn't have been forced to return to the U
nited States—

it w
ould 

or confidential inform
ation he m

ay have gained during his m
ilitary 

service. 
T

he day after he arrived at his m
other's one-room

 apartm
ent in  

F
ort W

orth, he inform
ed her that he w

as going to "board a ship and 

w
ork in the export-im

port business." W
hen she tried to talk him

 out 

of it, h
e told

 h
er h

is m
in

d
 w

as m
ad

e u
p

 an
d

, "
If I stay h

ere, I w
ilt 

get a job
 for ab

ou
t s35 a w

eek
, an

d
 w

e w
ill b

oth
 b

e in
 th

e p
osition

 

that you are in." H
e visited R

obert and his fam
ily at their hom

e..-. 

w
here he altered his explanation som

ew
hat by saying he had plans to 

go to N
ew

 O
rleans and "w

ork for an export firm
." H

e said nothing 

ab
ou

t b
oard

in
g a sh

ip
. A

fter tw
o d

ays at h
om

e h
e left for N

ew
 

O
rlean

s, w
h

ere h
e b

ook
ed

 p
assage on

 th
e freigh

ter M
a
rio

n
 L

yk
es 

bound for F
rance. O

n the steam
ship com

pany's application form
 he 

described him
self as a "shipping export agent." F

rom
 N

ew
 O

rleans 
he w

rote M
arguerite: 

I have booked passage on a ship to E
urope. I w

ould have had to, sooner 

or later, and I think it's best I go now
. Just rem

em
ber above all else that 

m
y values are different from

 R
obert's or yours. It is difficult to tell you 

how
 I feel Just rem

em
ber this is w

hat I m
ust do. I did not tell you about 

m
y p

lan
s b

ecau
se you

 cou
ld

 h
ard

ly b
e expected to understand. 

D
uring the first days at sea O

sw
ald spent m

ost of his tim
e pacing 

b
ack

 an
d

 forth
 on

 d
eck

. T
h

ere w
ere on

ly th
ree oth

er p
assen

gers 

aboard: a retired arm
y colonel and his w

ife, and a 17-year-old student, 

B
illy Joe L

ord. T
hey found their fellow

 passenger to be va
g
u

e about 
h

is travel itin
erary an

d
 b

itter ab
ou

t life in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. H
e 

com
plained about his m

other's circum
stances, the fact that she had 

to w
ork

 in
 a d

ru
gstore to get b

y. W
h

en
 h

e saw
 th

at B
illy Joe, h

is 

room
m

ate, had brought a B
ible, he said he couldn't see how

 anyone 
could believe in G

od in light of the findings of m
odern science, since 

"anyone w
ith intelligence w

ould recognize there w
as only m

atter." 

F
rom

 L
e H

arve, F
rance, O

sw
ald sailed to Southam

pton, E
ngland, 

w
here he told custom

s officials he planned to stay in B
ritain for one 

g w
eek

 b
efore p

roceed
in

g to schoo[in Sw
itzerland. O

n the sam
e day he 

I flew
 to

 H
elsin

k
i. 5

 v•-t 'P
k

( 	
M

A
/ 	

ki.r4T 	
(.1

4
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P
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w
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tr
. O

sw
ald arriV

ed in M
oscow

 around the tim
e or-his tW

entieth birth- 
, d

ay, in
 O

ctob
er 1959. S

h
ortly th

ereafter, h
e told

 h
is In

tou
rist 

„preter, R
irnm

a Shirokova, that he w
anted to becom

e a Soviet citizen. 
ro-O

w
irShe helped him

 w
rite a letter to the Suprem

e Soviet requesting citizen. 
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tio
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 h

e
 m

a
y h

a
ve

 g
a
in

e
d
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u
rin

g
 h

is m
ilita

ry 
service. 

T
h

e
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a
y a

fte
r h

e
 a

rrive
d

 a
t h

is m
o

th
e

r's o
n

e
-ro

o
m

 a
p

a
rtm

e
n

t in
 

F
o

rt W
o

rth
, he inform

ed her that he w
as going to "board a ship and 

w
ork in the export—

im
port business." W

hen she tried to talk him
 out 

o
f it, h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r h

is m
in

d
 w

a
s m

a
d
e
 u

p
 a

n
d
, "If I sta

y h
e
re

, 

g
e
t a

 jo
b
 fo

r a
b
o
u
t $

3
5
 a

 w
e
e
k, a

n
d
 w

e
 w

ill b
o
th

 b
e
 in

 th
e
 p

o
sitio

n
 

th
a

t yo
u

 a
re

 in
." H

e
 visite

d
 R

o
b

e
rt a

n
d

 h
is fa

m
ily a

t th
e

ir h
o

m
e

—
. 

w
here he altered his explanation som

ew
hat by saying he had plans ta 

g
o
 to

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s a

n
d
 "w

o
rk fo

r a
n
 e

xp
o
rt firm

." H
e
 sa

id
 n

o
th

in
g
 

a
b
o
u
t b

o
a
rd

in
g
 a

 sh
ip

. A
fte

r tw
o
 d

a
ys a

t h
o
m

e
 h

e
 le

ft 
for N

ew
 

O
rle

a
n
s, w

h
e
re

 h
e
 b

o
o
ke

d
 p

a
ssa

g
e
 o

n
 th

e
 fre

ig
h
te

r M
a
rio

n
 L

yke
s 

bound for F
rance. O

n the steam
ship com

pany's application form
 he 

d
e
scrib

e
d
 h

im
se

lf a
s a

 "sh
ip

p
in

g
 e

xp
o
rt a

g
e
n
t." F

ro
m

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s 

h
e
 w

ro
te

 M
a
rg

u
e
rite

: 

I h
ave b

o
o

ked
 p

assag
e on a ship to E

urope. I w
o

u
ld

 h
ave h

ad
 ta, so

o
n

er 

o
r later, an

d
 I th

in
k it's b

est I g
o

 n
o

w
. Ju

st rem
em

b
er ab

o
ve all else th

at 

m
y valu

es are d
ifferen

t fro
m

 R
o

b
ert's o

r yo
u

rs. It is d
ifficu

lt to
 tell yo

u
 

h
o

w
 I feel. Ju

st rem
em

b
er th

is is w
h

at I m
u

st d
o

. I d
id

 n
o

t tell yo
u

 ab
o

u
t 

m
y p

lan
s b

ecau
se yo

u
 co

u
ld

 h
ard

ly b
e exp

ected
 to

 u
n

d
erstan

d
. 

D
uring the first days at sea O

sw
ald spent m

ost of his tim
e pacing 

b
a
ck a

n
d
 fo

rth
 o

n
 d

e
ck. T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 o
n
ly th

re
e
 o

th
e
r p

a
sse

n
g
e
rs 

aboard: a retired arm
y colonel and his w

ife, and a 17-year-old student, 

B
illy Joe Lord. T

hey found their fellow
 passenger to be vague about 

h
is tra

ve
l itin

e
ra

ry a
n
d
 b

itte
r a

b
o
u
t life

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. H
e
 

com
plained about his m

other's circum
stances, the fact that she had 

to
 w

o
rk in

 a
 d

ru
g
sto

re
 to

 g
e
t b

y. W
h
e
n
 h

e
 sa

w
 th

a
t B

illy Jo
e
, h

is 

room
m

ate, had brought a B
ible, he said he couldn't see how

 anyone 

could believe in G
od in light of the findings of m

odern science, since 

"a
n

yo
n

e
 w

ith
 in

te
llig

e
n

ce
 w

o
u
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 re
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g

n
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 th
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re
 w

a
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n
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a
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r," 

F
rom

 Le H
arve, F

rance, O
sw

ald sailed to S
outham

pton. E
ngland, 

w
here he told custom

s officials he planned to stay in B
ritain for one 

w
eek before proceeding to schootin S

w
itzerland. O

n the sam
e day he 
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w
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 :H

e
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k
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0
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a
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ship. B
ut at that point the S

oviet bureaucracy took control. W
hen his 

six-day visa expired, O
sw

ald w
as inform

ed he w
ould have to leave the 

country im
m

ediately. A
nd since the R

ussians w
ere not interested, he 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. O
sw

a
ld

 w
e
n
t b

a
ck to

 h
is 

hotel room
, considered the situation for a few

 hours, and cut him
self 

above his left w
rist. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt ca

u
tio

u
sly ca

lle
d
 it "a

n
 a

p
p
a
re

n
t 

su
icid

e
 a

tte
m

p
t," th

e
re

 is re
a

so
n

 to
 b

e
lie

ve
 th

a
t th

is in
cid

e
n

t w
a

s 

a
n
o
th

e
r o

n
e
 o

f O
sw

a
ld

's d
ra

m
a
tic m

a
n
ip

u
la

tio
n
s. H

e
 kn

e
w

 th
a
t 

R
im

m
a w

as scheduled to arrive at his hotel room
 w

ithin the hour and 

w
o
u
ld

 fin
d
 h

im
. T

h
e
 h

o
sp

ita
l re

co
rd

s, p
ro

vid
e
d
 b

y th
e
 S

o
vie

ts a
fte

r 

th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, sta

te
 th

a
t h

is in
ju

ry w
a
s "lig

h
t" a

n
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 

told his doctor he had cut his w
rist to "postpone his departure" from

 

the S
oviet U

nion. In fact, this "apparent suicide attem
pt" w

as sim
ilar 

to the m
inor gunshot w

ound O
sw

ald had inflicted on him
self in Japan.. 

E
ach incident seem - &

116- hille had the sam
e purpose—

to avoid being 

s ent w
here he did not w

ant to go. T
he em

otion expressed w
as probably 

n
o
t su

icid
a
l d

e
sp

a
ir b

u
t a

n
 e

xtra
o
rd

in
a
ry w

illfu
ln

e
ss—

a
 d

e
te

rm
in

a
-

tio
n
 to

 a
ct d

e
cisive

ly a
n
d
 e

ve
n
 vio

le
n
tly to

 m
a
n
ip

u
la

te
 e

ve
n
ts. 

T
h

e
 stra

te
g

e
m

 w
o

rke
d

, a
t le

a
st fo

r a
 w

h
ile

. A
fte

r b
e

in
g

 re
le

a
se

d
 

from
 the hospital, O

sw
ald w

as transferred to another hotel, although 

h
is to

u
rist visa

 h
a

d
 e

xp
ire

d
. H

is d
ia

ry cla
im

s h
e

 w
a

s in
te

rvie
w

e
d

 b
y 

a n
ew

 sel. o
f S

o
vie

t o
fficia

ls th
e
 sa

m
e
 a

fte
rn

o
o
n
. T

h
e
y a

ske
d
 h

im
 to

 

d
e
scrib

e
 th

e
 o

th
e
r o

fficia
ls h

e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
, a

n
d
 to

o
k n

o
te

s. B
u
t th

e
se

 

bureaucrats also put him
 off. S

everal factors m
ust have entered into 

th
e
ir d

e
cisio

n
—

a
m

o
n
g
 th

e
m

, O
sw

a
ld

's e
vid

e
n
t u

n
p
re

d
icta

b
ility a

n
d
 

th
e
 o

ve
ra

ll p
o
litica

l situ
a
tio

n
. W

h
ile

 O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s sa

ilin
g
 to

 E
u
ro

p
e
, 

S
o

v
ie

t P
rem

ier N
ikita K

hrushchev had been touring the U
nited S

tates 

a
fte

r m
e
e
tin

g
 w

ith
 P

re
sid

e
n
t E

ise
n
h
o
w

e
r a

t C
a
m

p
 D

a
vid

. T
h
e
 w

o
rld

 

p
re

ss w
a
s h

e
ra

ld
in

g
 a

 p
o
te

n
tia

l th
a
w

 in
 th

e
 C

o
ld

 W
a
r. 

P
riscilla Johnson thought the S

oviets w
ere suspicious of all foreign-

e rs, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

o
se

 w
h
o
se

 id
e
o
lo

g
ica

l cre
d
e
n
tia

ls w
e
re

 u
n
q
u
e
stio

n
-

able—
as, of course, O

sw
ald's w

ere not. H
aving never joined the C

om
-

m
unist party, he had no ideological record. O

ne of the questions the 

se
co

n
d

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f o

fficia
ls a

ske
d

 h
im

 w
a

s, "W
h

a
t d

o
cu

m
e

n
ts d

o
 yo

u
 

h
a
ve

 to
 sh

o
w

 w
h
o
 a

n
d
 w

h
a
t yo

u
 a

re
?
" T

h
e
 o

n
ly th

in
g
 O

sw
a
ld

 co
u
ld

 

p
ro

d
u
ce

 w
a
s h

is M
a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s h
o
n
o
ra

b
le

 d
isch

a
rg

e
. 

A
fte

r w
a
itin

g
 fo

r th
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e
 d

a
ys w

ith
o
u
t g

e
ttin

g
 a

n
 a

n
sw

e
r, O

sw
a
ld

 

decided to take action again. H
e w

ent to the A
m

erican E
m

bassy and 

a
tte

m
p
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d
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 sig
n
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w
a
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is citize
n
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. A

s a
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o
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m
e
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n
 h

e
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e
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n
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