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T
he genuine C

uban R
evolution, because It w

as against the tyranny 
and corruption of the past, had the support of m

any w
hose aim

s and 
concepts w

ere dem
ocratic. B

ut that hope for freedom
 and progress w

as 
destroyed. T

he goals proclaim
ed in the Sierra M

aestra w
ere betrayed in 

H
avana. It is im

portant now
 to restate w

hat now
 divides C

uba from
 m

y 
cou

n
try an

d
 from

 th
e oth

er cou
n

tries of th
e h

em
isp

h
ere. It is th

e fact 
that a sm

all band of conspirators has stripped the C
uban people of their 

freed
om

 an
d

 h
an

d
ed

 over th
e in

d
ep

en
d

en
ce an

d
 sovereien

ty of th
e 

C
uban nation to forces beyond the hem

isphere. T
hey have m

ade C
uba 

a victim
 of foreign

 im
p

erialism
, an

 in
stru

m
en

t of th
e p

olicy of oth
ers, 

a w
eapon in an effort dictated by external pow

ers to subvert the other 
A

m
erican

 rep
u

b
lics. T

h
is, an

d
 th

is alon
e, d

ivid
es u

s. A
s lon

g as th
is is 

true, nothing is possible. W
ithout it, everything is p

o
ssib

le. . .. O
nce 

C
uban sovereignty has been restored w

e w
ill extend the hand of friend-

sh
ip

 an
d

 assistan
ce.. .. 

T
h

e sp
eech

 w
as w

ritten
 in

 p
art by M

cG
eorge B

undy, w
ho knew

 of 
D

an
iel's cu

rren
t trip

 to
 H

av
an

a, an
d
 its ev

id
en

t in
ten

t w
as to

 let 
C

astro know
 that the U

nited S
tates could reach an accom

m
odation 

w
ith C

uba if C
uba backed aw

ay from
 the S

oviet U
nion and ceased its 

interference in other L
atin A

m
erican countries. B

ut the m
essage w

as 
capable of being read another w

ay. 
O

n N
ovem

ber 19 both D
allas new

spapers reported on the presi-
d

en
t's sp

eech
. T

h
e aftern

o
o

n
 

T
im

es H
era

ld
 

said
 th

at P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy had "all but invited the C

uban people ... to overthrow
 F

idel 
C

astro's C
om

m
unist regim

e and prom
ised prom

pt U
.S. aid if they 

d
o." T

h
e h

ead
lin

e w
as "K

en
n

ed
y V

irtu
ally In

vites C
u

b
an

 C
ou

p
." 

U
nder its front-page article about the speech, the M

orn
in

g N
ew

s gave 
a street-by-street layout of the m

otorcade route, m
aking it clear that 

the president w
ould travel dow

n E
lm

 S
treet past the S

chool B
ook 

D
epository. T

he afternoon paper carried a com
parable story on the 

m
otorcade route. T

hus, on T
uesday O

sw
ald could have know

n the 
unique vantage point his w

orkplace had given him
, and in the sam

e 
issue he m

ay have read an article suggesting that the president w
as 

calling for a coup against F
idel C

astro. 
L

ate that afternoon there w
as a change in O

sw
ald's routine—

he 
didn't call M

arina after w
ork, or on W

ednesday. M
arina attributed 

this change to the quarrel they'd bad on M
onday, and that seem

s to 
be a reasonable explanation. B

ut there w
as som

ething else—
a sm

all 
slip of the m

ind that suggests he w
as no longer thinking about eluding 

th
e F

B
I an

d
 h

ad
 tu

rn
ed

 h
is atten

tio
n

 to
 so

m
e o

th
er m

atter. O
n

 
M

onday O
sw

ald had been extrem
ely anxious for his w

ife to rem
ove 

F
ree D

ay U
rged for JF

K
 V

isit." D
allas leaders w

ere anxious to avoid 
any right-w

ing dem
onstrations that m

ight em
barass the city as it had 

been em
barrassed by the A

dlai S
tevenson incident. 

T
hat S

unday afternoon, June w
as playing w

ith R
uth's phone dial 

and M
arina said, "L

et's call papa." R
uth called the room

ing house 
num

ber and asked for L
ee O

sw
ald. T

he m
an w

ho answ
ered told her 

there w
as no L

ee O
sw

ald at that address. O
sw

ald had registered as 
O

.H
. L

ee—
a circum

stance he had forgotten w
hen he gave R

uth the 
phone num

ber during M
arina's last stage of pregnancy. O

n M
onday, 

N
ovem

ber IS
, O

sw
ald called M

arina as he usually did after w
ork, 

M
arina testified, "I told him

 that w
e had telephoned him

 but he w
as 

u
n
k
n
o
w

n
 at th

at n
u
m

b
er." 

T
h

en
 h

e sa
id

 th
a
t h

e h
ad

 lived
 th

ere u
n

d
er an

 assum
ed nam

e. H
e 

ask
ed

 m
e to rem

ove th
e notation of th

e telep
h

on
e n

u
m

b
er in

 R
u

th
's 

p
h

on
e b

ook
, b

u
t I d

id
n

't w
an

t to d
o th

at. I ask
ed

 h
im

 th
en

, "
W

h
y d

id
 

you
 give u

s a p
h

on
e n

u
m

b
er, w

h
en

 w
e do call w

e cannot get you by 
nam

e?' 
H

e w
as very angry, and he repeated that I should rem

ove the notation 
of the phone num

ber from
 the phone book. A

nd, of course, w
e had a 

quarrel. I told him
 that this w

as another of his foolishness, som
e m

ore 
of his foolishness. I told R

uth Paine about this. It w
as incom

prehensible 
to m

y w
hy he w

as so secretive all th
e tim

e. 
Q

. D
id he give you any explanation of w

hy he w
as using an assum

ed 
nam

e? 
A

. H
e said

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
ot w

an
t h

is lan
d

in
ly to k

n
ow

 h
is real n

am
e 

because she m
ight [have] read in the paper of the fact that he had been 

to R
u

ssia an
d

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 q
u

estion
ed

. 
Q

. W
h

at d
id

 you
 say ab

ou
t th

at? 
A

. N
oth

in
g. A

n
d

 also th
at h

e d
id

 n
ot w

an
t th

e F
B

I to k
n

ow
 w

h
ere 

he lived. 

R
uth overheard M

arina's side of the argum
ent. and afterw

ard M
a-

rina, w
ho w

as obviously upset, told her it w
asn't the first tim

e she had 
felt caught betw

een "tw
o fires." B

ut she didn't m
ention to R

uth that 
O

sw
ald

 w
an

ted
 h

er to cross ou
t th

e p
h

on
e n

u
m

b
er. O

sw
ald

 w
as 

clearly afraid
 th

at R
u

th
 m

igh
t give th

e n
u

m
b

er to th
e F

B
I, w

h
ich

 
cou

ld
 th

en
 u

se it to d
eterm

in
e w

h
ere h

e lived
. 

T
hat evening P

resident K
ennedy gave w

hat w
as to be his last m

ajor 
address. A

ppearing in M
iam

i, the president spoke on L
atin A

m
erica, 

and his rem
arks on C

uba w
ere sim

ilar to the m
essage he w

anted Jean 
D

an
iel, w

h
o w

as n
ow

 in
 H

avan
a, to d

eliver to C
astro. 
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1
 

h
is n

u
m

b
e

r fro
m

 R
u

th
's p

h
o

n
e

 b
o

o
k. H

e
 w

a
s fu

rio
u

s w
ith

 M
a

rin
a

 fo
r 

re
fu

sin
g

 to
 d

o
 it. B

u
t a

fte
r M

o
n

d
a

y h
e

 sa
id

 n
o

 m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 p

h
o

n
e

 
n
u
m

b
e
r, a

n
d
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 n

e
x
t w

e
n
t to

 Irv
in

g
 o

n
 T

h
u
rs

d
a
y
, he d

id
n

't 
re

m
o

ve
 th

e
 n

u
m

b
e

r h
im

se
lf, a

s h
e

 m
ig

h
t h

a
ve

 d
o

n
e

. 
A

t th
e
 D

e
p
o
sito

ry o
n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 

2
0

 a
 te

xtb
o

o
k sa

le
sm

a
n

 b
ro

u
g

h
t 

in
(O

ie
w

 h
u

n
tin

g
 rifle

 to
 sh

o
w

 R
o

y T
ru

ly a
n

d
 so

m
e

 o
f th

e
 e

m
p

lo
ye

e
s 

w
h
o
 h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

 be in
 T

ru
ly's o

ffice
, L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 a
m

o
n
g
 th

e
m

. O
s-

w
a
ld

 file
d
 th

is in
cid

e
n
t a

w
a
y fo

r fu
tu

re
 u

se
—

h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 re
fe

r to
 it la

te
r 

th
a

t w
e

e
k. 

O
n

 th
e

 m
o

rn
in

g
 o

f T
h

u
rsd

a
y, N

o
ve

m
b

e
r 

2
1

, O
sw

a
ld

 a
p
p
ro

a
ch

e
d
 

W
e
s
le

y
 F

ra
z
ie

r a
t w

o
rk

 a
n
d
 a

s
k
e
d
 h

im
 fo

r a
 rid

e
 to

 Irv
in

g
 th

a
t 

a
fte

rn
o

o
n

. F
ra

zie
r re

a
d

ily a
g

re
e

d
, b

u
t a

ske
d

 h
im

 w
h

y h
e

 w
a

s g
o

in
g

 
h
o
m

e
 o

n
 a

 T
h
u
rsd

a
y. O

sw
a
ld

 sa
id

, "I a
m

 g
o
in

g
 to

 g
e
t so

m
e
 cu

rta
in

 
ro

d
s
. Y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

, p
u

t in
 a

n
 a

p
a

rtm
e

n
t." L

a
te

r th
a

t a
fte

rn
o

o
n

 R
u

th
 

ca
m

e
 h

o
m

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 g

ro
ce

ry sto
re

 a
n
d
 sa

w
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
ith

 M
a
rin

a
 a

n
d
 

Ju
n
e
 o

n
 h

e
r fro

n
t la

w
n
—

"I w
a
s su

rp
rise

d
 to

 se
e
 h

im
. . . . I h

a
d
 n

o
 

a
d
va

n
ce

 n
o
tice

 a
n
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 n

e
ve

r b
e
fo

re
 co

m
e
 w

ith
o
u
t a

skin
g
 w

h
e
th

e
r 

h
e

 co
u

ld
." A

s th
e

y a
ll w

e
n

t in
sid

e
, R

u
th

 sa
id

 to
 h

im
, "O

u
r P

re
sid

e
n

t 
is co

m
in

g
 to

 to
w

n
." O

sw
a
ld

 re
p
lie

d
, "A

h
, ye

s," a
n
d
 w

a
lke

d
 o

n
 in

to
 

th
e

 kitch
e

n
. 

O
sw

a
ld

 to
ld

 h
is w

ife
 h

e
 h

a
d
 co

m
e
 h

o
m

e
 to

 m
a
ke

 u
p
 w

ith
 h

e
r. T

h
a
t 

n
ig

h
t h

e
 w

a
tch

e
d
 T

V
, h

e
lp

e
d
 M

a
rin

a
 fo

ld
 d

ia
p
e
rs, a

n
d
 ta

lke
d
 a

b
o
u
t 

g
e

ttin
g

 a
n

 a
p

a
rtm

e
n

t in
 D

a
lla

s rig
h

t a
w

a
y. B

e
fo

re
 M

a
rin

a
 g

o
t u

p
 th

e
 

n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
, O

sw
a

ld
 tu

cke
d

 st7
o

—
a

lm
o

st a
ll th

e
 m

o
n

e
y h

e
 h

a
d

—
in

to
 a

 w
a

lle
t th

e
y
 k

e
p

t in
 a

 d
ra

w
e

r a
n

d
 le

ft h
is

 w
e

d
d

in
g

 rin
g

 in
 a

n
 

a
n

tiq
u

e
 R

u
ssia

n
 cu

p
 o

n
 to

p
 o

f th
e

 b
u

re
a

u
. W

h
e

n
 sh

e
 w

o
ke

 h
e

 to
ld

 h
e

r 
to

 b
u

y so
m

e
th

in
g

 fo
r h

e
rse

lf a
n

d
 th

e
 ch

ild
re

n
, a

n
d

 sh
e

 w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 w

h
y 

h
e
 w

a
s b

e
in

g
 so

 kin
d
 a

ll o
f a

 su
d
d
e
n
. In

 th
e
 g

a
ra

g
e
 h

e
 p

icke
d
 u

p
 th

e
 

d
isa

sse
m

b
le

d
 rifle

 h
e

 h
a

d
 se

cre
tly w

ra
p

p
e

d
 in

 b
ro

w
n

 p
a

p
e

r th
e

 n
ig

h
t 

b
e

fo
re

. T
h

e
n

 h
e

 ro
d

e
 in

to
 w

o
rk

 w
ith

 F
ra

z
ie

r. A
fte

r th
e

 D
e

p
o

s
ito

ry
 

w
o
rke

rs b
ro

ke
 fo

r lu
n
ch

 a
n
d
 m

o
st o

f th
e
m

 w
e
n
t o

u
tsid

e
 to

 see th
e

 
p
re

sid
e
n
t p

a
ss b

y, h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 th
e
 sixth

 flo
o
r to

 h
im

se
lf. 

In
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

 e
a
rly th

a
t m

o
rn

in
g
 P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y a

d
d
re

sse
d
 

fo
u
r th

o
u
sa

n
d
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 h

a
d
 a

sse
m

b
le

d
 in

 a
 m

istin
g
 ra

in
 a

t h
is h

o
te

l 
p
a
rk

in
g
 lo

t. L
ik

e
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
s
 in

 S
a
n
 A

n
to

n
io

 a
n
d
 H

o
u
s
to

n
 th

e
 d

a
y
 

b
e

fo
re

, th
e

y g
a

ve
 h

im
 a

n
 e

n
th

u
sia

stic w
e

lco
m

e
. "W

h
e

re
's Ja

ckie
?

" 
s
o
m

e
o
n
e
 s

h
o
u
te

d
, a

n
d
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 jo

in
e
d
 in

 th
e
 la

u
g
h
te

r. "M
rs

. 
K

e
n

n
e

d
y
 is

 o
rg

a
n

iz
in

g
 h

e
rs

e
lf," h

e
 s

a
id

. "It ta
k
e

s
 lo

n
g

e
r, b

u
t, o

f 
co

u
rse

, sh
e
 lo

o
ks b

e
tte

r th
a
n
 w

e
 d

o
 w

h
e
n
 sh

e
 d

o
e
s it. W

e
 a

p
p
re

cia
te

 
yo

u
r w

e
lco

m
e

." D
u

rin
g

 a
 b

re
a

kfa
st sp

e
e

ch
 la

te
r o

n
, th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n

t 
a

n
sw

e
re

d
 h

is rig
h

t-w
in

g
 critics b

y p
o

in
tin

g
 to

 h
is e

ffo
rts to

 im
p

ro
ve

  

th
e

 n
a

tio
n

a
l d

e
fe

n
se

. A
fte

rw
a

rd
, a

t h
is h

o
te

l su
ite

, h
e

 lo
o

ke
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

th
e

 D
a

lla
s M

orning N
ew

s 
a

n
d

 sa
w

 a
 fu

ll-p
a

g
e

 a
d

ve
rtise

m
e

n
t th

a
t 

a
ccu

se
d
 h

im
 o

f se
llin

g
 o

u
t to

 th
e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists. E

n
title

d
 "W

e
lco

m
e
 

M
r. K

e
n
n
e
d
y" a

n
d
 b

o
rd

e
re

d
 in

 b
la

ck, th
e
 a

d
 a

ske
d
 tw

e
lve

 im
p
e
rtin

e
n
t 

q
u

e
stio

n
s, a

m
o

n
g

 th
e

m
, ''W

H
Y

 d
o

 yo
u

 sa
y w

e
 h

a
ve

 b
u

ilt a
 'w

a
ll o

f 
fre

e
d

o
m

' a
ro

u
n

d
 C

u
b

a
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
re

 is n
o
 fre

e
d
o
m

 in
 C

u
b
a
 to

d
a
y?

 
B

e
ca

u
se

 o
f yo

u
r p

o
licy, th

o
u

sa
n

d
s o

f C
u

b
a

n
s h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 im
p

riso
n

e
d

, 
a
re

 sta
rvin

g
 a

n
d
 b

e
in

g
 p

e
rse

cu
te

d
—

w
ith

 th
o
u
sa

n
d
s a

lre
a
d
y m

u
rd

e
re

d
 

a
n

d
 th

o
u

sa
n

d
s m

o
re

 a
w

a
itin

g
 e

xe
cu

tio
n

 a
n

d
, in

 a
d

d
itio

n
, th

e
 e

n
tire

 
p
o
p
u
la

tio
n
 o

f a
lm

o
st 7

,0
0
0
,0

0
0
 C

u
b
a
n
s a

re
 livin

g
 in

 sla
ve

ry?
" A

n
d
, 

"W
H

Y
 h

a
ve

 yo
u

 scra
p

p
e

d
 th

e
 M

o
n

ro
e

 D
o

ctrin
e

 in
 fa

vo
r o

f th
e

 'S
p

irit 
o

f M
o

sco
w

'?
" R

e
fe

rrin
g

 to
 th

e
 a

d
 he to

ld
 h

is
 w

ife
, "O

h
, y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

, 
w

e
're

 h
e

a
d

in
g

 in
to

 n
u

t co
u

n
try to

d
a

y." It re
m

in
d

e
d

 h
im

 o
f so

m
e

th
in

g
 

h
e
 h

a
d
 re

a
lize

d
 sin
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 h

e
 to

o
k o

ffice
. D

e
sp

ite
 S

e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 p
ro

te
ctio

n
, 

a
n
yo

n
e
 w

h
o
 w

a
s w

illin
g
 to

 e
xch

a
n
g
e
 h

is life
 fo

r th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's co

u
ld

 
d
o
 so

. N
o
w

, to
 h

is a
id

e
 K

e
n
n
e
th

 O
'D

o
n
n
e
ll h

e
 sa

id
 lig

h
tly, "A

n
yo

n
e
 

p
e
rch

e
d
 a

b
o
ve

 th
e
 cro

w
d
 w

ith
 a

 rifle
 co

u
ld

 d
o
 it." A

lw
a
ys fa

ta
listic, 

a
n

d
 h

a
vin

g
 a

 fin
e

 se
n

se
 o

f iro
n

y, K
e

n
n

e
d

y p
u

t h
im

se
lf in

 th
e

 3
 scassin

's 
p
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--h

e
 p

a
n
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m
im

e
d
 th

e
 im

a
g
in

e
d
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n
, e

xte
n
d
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g
 a
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fin
g
e
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 a

 w
e

a
p

o
n
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ir F
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tia

l p
a
rty 

to
 L

o
ve

 F
ie

ld
, w

h
e
re

 K
e

n
n
e
d
y g

re
e
te

d
 a

 cro
w

d
 o

f w
e
ll-w

ish
e
rs. A

n
 

o
p
e
n
 lim

o
u
sin

e
 d

rive
n
 b

y a
 S

e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 a
g
e
n
t w

a
s w

a
itin

g
. T

h
e
 

p
re

sid
e

n
t a

n
d

 M
rs. K

e
n

n
e

d
y sa

t in
 th

e
 b

a
ck, a

n
d

 G
o

ve
rn

o
r a

n
d

 M
rs. 

C
o

n
n

a
lly to

o
k th

e
 ju

m
p

 se
a

ts in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e

m
. W

ith
 a

n
o

th
e

r lim
o

u
-

sine carrying arm
ed S

ecret S
ervice agents behind them

, the m
otorcade 

fo
rm

e
d

 a
n

d
 le

ft fo
r d

o
w

n
to

w
n

 D
a

lla
s. 

A
t 1

2
:3

0
 
P

.M
., L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

 e
n
te

re
d
 h

isto
ry. T

h
re

e
 sh

o
ts 

fro
m

 a
 sixth

-flo
o
r D

e
p
o
sito

ry w
in

d
o
w

 h
it G

o
ve

rn
o
r C

o
n
n
a
lly o

n
ce

 
a

n
d

 th
e

 p
re

s
id

e
n

t tw
ic

e
. O

s
w

a
ld

 fle
d

 th
e

 b
u

ild
in

g
 m

in
u

te
s
 la

te
r, 

ca
u
g
h
t a

 bus, a
n
d
, w

h
e
n
 it g

o
t sta

lle
d
 in

 tra
ffic, g

o
t o

u
t a

n
d
 to

o
k a

 
ca

b
 to

 h
is ro

o
m

in
g

 h
o

u
se

. H
e

 p
icke

d
 u

p
 h

is re
vo

lve
r a

n
d

 a
 ja

cke
t a

n
d

 
ru

sh
e

d
 o

u
t—

o
n

 h
is w

a
y, A

lb
e

rt N
e

w
m

a
n

 b
e

lie
ve

s, to
 try to

 a
ssa

ssin
a

te
 

W
a
lke

r, to
o
) A

t a
p
p
ro

xim
a
te

ly 1
:1

5
 
P

.M
., h

e w
a
s sto

p
p
e
d
 b

y P
a
tro

l-
m

a
n

 J.D
. T

ip
p

it, w
h

o
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 cru
isin

g
 th

e
 a

re
a

 in
 a

 sq
u

a
d

 ca
r. W

h
e

n
 

T
ip

p
it g

o
t o

u
t to

 q
u
e
stio

n
 h

im
, O

sw
a
ld

 sh
o
t a

n
d
 kille

d
 h

im
. W

ith
in

 
m

in
u
te

s, th
e
 m

a
n
a
g
e
r o

f a
 sh

o
e
 sto

re
 a

 fe
w

 b
lo

cks a
w

a
y h

e
a
rd

 p
o
lice

 
sire

n
s a

n
d
 sa

w
 a

 d
ish

e
ve

le
d
 yo

u
n
g
 m

a
n
 o

u
tsid

e
 h

is fro
n
t w

in
d
o
w

 
g
la

n
cin

g
 b

a
ck o

ve
r h

is sh
o
u
ld

e
r. T

h
e
 m

a
n
a
g
e
r w

a
tch

e
d
 a

s h
e
 d

u
cke

d
 

in
to

 th
e

 lo
b

b
 o

f a
 n

e
a

rb
y m

o
vie

 th
e

a
te

r. 
p

to
4

 v
h
, h

ta
a

, e
rn

 a
titA

lO
W

" O
ct" ,1
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R
E

PO
R

T
E

R
 Seth K

antor had been w
aiting at the T

rade M
art for the 

m
otorcade to arrive. U

pon learning of the assassination attem
pt, he 

joined the general scram
ble for transportation to the hospital w

here 
the president had been taken. K

antor's first em
otion w

as revulsion 
tow

ard
 D

allas righ
t-w

in
g extrem

ists. R
u

n
n

in
g tow

ard
 a station

 
w

agon, he w
anted to scream

, "G
od dam

n you, D
allas. Sm

ug D
allas. 

G
od

 d
am

n
 you

."
 

A
t th

at h
ou

r A
M

/L
A

S
H

 w
as m

eetin
g w

ith
 h

is case officer in
 

E
urope. T

he C
IA

 m
an referred to P

resident K
ennedy's N

ovem
ber t8 

speech and told A
M

/L
A

SH
 that he could take K

ennedy's rem
arks 

on C
uba as a signal that a coup against C

astro w
oudl receive A

m
eri-

can
 su

p
p

ort—
th

e C
IA

 m
an

 w
as ask

in
g th

e C
u

b
an

 official to read
 

betw
een the lines of the president's speech. H

e told A
M

/L
A

SH
 that 

the w
eapons he had asked for w

ould be provided, and to establish his 
credibility h

e handed him
 a poison-pen device. A

s they w
ere com

ing 
ou

t th
e d

oor from
 th

eir m
eetin

g, th
ey w

ere told
 th

at P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy had been shot. 
F

idel C
astro w

as m
eeting w

ith K
ennedy's unofficial envoy, Jean 

D
aniel. W

hen he received w
ord of the shooting, C

astro slum
ped in 

his chair and said, "E
s un m

ale noticia" (T
his is bad new

s"). A
fter 

K
ennedy's death w

as confirm
ed, C

astro said, "E
verything is changed. 

E
veryth

in
g is goin

g to ch
an

ge. . . . I'll tell you
 on

e th
in

g: at least 
K

ennedy w
as an enem

y to w
hom

 w
e had becom

e accustom
ed. T

his 
is a serious m

atter, an extrem
ely serious m

atter." 
M

ichael P
aine w

as at w
ork. Som

eone turned on a radio, and w
hen 

he heard the B
ook D

epository m
entioned, his heart jum

ped. F
rank 

2
0

2
... 

K
rystinik asked, "Isn't that w

here L
ee O

sw
ald w

orks?" K
rystinik 

! bought P
aine should call the F

B
I, but M

ichael resisted. H
e didn't 

w
ant to accuse O

sw
ald unjustly. E

ven so, w
hen he w

ent back to his 
job, his hands trem

bled so badly he w
as unable to assem

ble a vibration 
m

eter he'd been w
orking on. T

hen an eyew
itness w

ho had seen the 
assassin in he w

indow
 cam

e on the radio. H
e said that the riflem

an 
fired "coolly," that he took "his jolly good tim

e," and then drew
 his 

rifle back "just as unconcerned as could be." P
aine thought it sounded 

like O
sw

ald. 
O

sw
ald w

as arrested at the T
exas T

heater in O
ak C

liff at i:40 P
.M

. 
A

fter a struggle, an officer took from
 his hand the Sm

ith &
 W

esson 
w

ith w
hich he had shot P

atrolm
an T

ippit. A
s he w

as hauled through 
the lobby, O

sw
ald w

as heard to shout, "I protest this police brutality," 
and "I am

 not resisting arrest." A
 large crow

d of people had gathered 
outside the theater, and w

hen they saw
 the policem

en em
erge w

ith 
O

sw
ald in tow

 som
e of them

 yelled, "K
ill the s.o.b." and "L

et us have 
him

." T
he law

m
en hustled him

 into a patrol car and drove aw
ay. 

O
sw

ald w
asn't visibly shaken. W

hen one of the m
en in the car asked 

him
 if he had killed T

ippit because he w
as afraid of being arrested, 

O
sw

ald said he w
asn't afraid of anything, and asked, "D

o I look like 
I am

 scared now
?" A

s they drove into the police departm
ent base-

m
en

t, O
sw

ald
 w

as ask
ed

 if h
e w

an
ted

 to con
ceal h

is face from
 th

e 
photographers. "W

hy should I cover m
y face?" he asked. "I haven't 

done anything to be asham
ed of." 

F
rom

 the w
ritten reports and testim

ony of the police detectives, 
F

B
I agents, and Secret Service agents w

ho questioned O
sw

ald at the 
police station, w

e have the follow
ing account. 

H
is chief interrogator w

as hom
icide captain W

ill F
ritz. F

ritz re-
called

 th
at O

sw
ald

 w
ou

ld
 talk

 to h
im

 read
ily "

u
n

til I ask
ed

 h
im

 a 
question that m

eant som
ething, that w

ould produce evidence," and 
then O

sw
ald w

ould im
m

ediately tell him
 he w

ouldn't answ
er. F

ritz 
thought he seem

ed to anticipate w
hat he w

as going to ask. O
thers w

ho 
w

ere there also got the im
pression that O

sw
ald w

as quick w
ith his 

answ
ers and that he appeared to have planned w

hat he w
as going to 

say. T
he one thing O

sw
ald discussed w

illingly w
as his political beliefs 

—
he said he w

as a M
arxist and gave his view

s on civil nghts. H
e said 

he supported the C
uban revolution. 

O
n F

riday afternoon F
ritz apprised O

sw
ald of his rights—

his im
-

m
ediate response w

as to say he didn't need a law
yer. F

ritz had just 
begun asking som

e genera questions a. 	
ground w

hen F
B

I 
agents H

osty and Jam
es B

ookhout cam
e 	

W
hen H

osty introduced 

[4-(. coA
litA

 



4
4

7
 

1, 11, 011 -egYt- #1-
V

4 'V
1 40(11 4

4
 

204... O
reatct's G

am
e 

him
self O

sw
ald reacted angrily and said, "O

h, so you are H
osty. 

h
eard

 ab
o
u
t y

o
u
." H

e accused H
osty of "accosting" his w

ife and 
called the F

B
I a gestapo. A

ccording to one report he added, "I am
 

going to fix you F
B

I." D
uring this scene H

osty becam
e t00%

 certain 
that the unsigned note in his w

orkbox cam
e from

 O
sw

ald. U
nable to 

calm
 him

 dow
n, H

osty took a seat in the corner w
ith B

ookhout and 
let F

ritz continue w
ith his interrogation. 

In the past, w
hen O

sw
ald w

as questioned by agents F
ain and Q

uig-
ley and L

ieutenant M
artello, he had told m

any calculated lies. S
om

e  
of his responses now

 show
ed the sam

e calculation. W
hen F

ritz asked 
O

sw
ald if he ow

ned a rifle, he replied that he had seen his supervises, 
M

r. T
ru

ly
, sh

o
w

in
g
 a rifle to

 so
m

e o
th

er p
eo

p
le in

 h
is o

ffice o
n  

N
ovem

ber 2
0
, but he denied ow

ning a rifle him
self. H

e m
aintained 

that he had been eating his lunch w
hen the m

otorcade passed by and 
that afterw

ard he assum
ed there w

ould be no m
ore w

ork that day, so 
he w

ent hom
e and decided to go to a m

ovie. W
hen he w

as asked w
hy 

he took his pistol w
ith him

, he said it w
as because "he felt like it,,' 

H
e claim

ed that he had bought the pistol from
 a dealer in F

ort W
om

b.  
A

t one point, w
hen H

osty spoke up and asked him
 if he had ever been 

to M
exico C

ity, O
sw

ald again displayed anger. A
ccording to F

ritz, he 
"beat on the desk and w

ent into a kind of tantrum
." H

e said he had 
never been in M

exico C
ity. T

he interview
 w

as interrupted several 
tim

es for identification lineups in w
hich w

itnesses identified O
sw

ald 
as the m

an they had seen shooting T
ippit or running aw

ay from
 the 

scene. 
S

om
etim

e that day F
B

I agent M
anning C

. C
lem

ents asked O
sw

ald 
for som

e routine background inform
ation, including his previous resi-

dences. In his reply O
sw

ald m
entioned the addresses of every place 

he had lived since he returned from
 R

ussia—
except the N

eely S
treet 

apartm
ent in D

allas, w
here M

arina had taken pictures of him
 holding 

a rifle in
 th

e b
ack

y
ard

. In
stead

, h
e claim

ed
 th

at h
e h

ad
 liv

ed
 o

n
 

E
lsbeth S

treet for about seven m
onths, that is, the entire tim

e he had 
been in D

allas in early 1963. 
A

t 7:to P
.M

. O
sw

ald w
as arraigned for T

ippit's m
urder. A

round 
m

idnight he w
as taken dow

nstairs for an interview
 w

ith the press 
corps, w

hich had been clam
oring to see him

. T
here O

sw
ald said of his 

arraig
n

m
en

t, "I p
ro

tested
 at th

at tim
e th

at I w
as n

o
t allo

w
ed

 leg
al 

representation during that very short and sw
eet hearing. I really don't 

k
n

o
w

 w
h

at th
e situ

atio
n

 is ab
o

u
t. N

o
b

o
d

y
 h

as to
ld

 m
e an

y
th

in
g

 
ex

cep
t th

at I am
 accu

sed
 o

f, o
f m

u
rd

erin
g

 a p
o

licem
an

. I k
n

o
w

 
nothing m

ore than that and I do request som
eone to com

e forw
ard 

)/1
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id
 y

o
u

 k
ill th

e 
m

e leg
al assistan

ce." A
 rep

o
rter ask

ed
, "d

 
president?" H

e answ
ered, "N

o. I have not been charged w
ith that. In 

10  give  

fact nobody has said that to m
e yet. T

he first thing I heard about it 
w

as w
hen the new

spaper reporters in the hall asked m
e that question." 

A
m

ong the observers cram
m

ed into the room
 w

as Jack R
uby, the 

ow
ner of a nightclub F

eaturing stripshow
s. A

 w
ell-know

n character in 
D

allas, a habitual gladhander and publicity-seeker, R
uby w

as a police 
bu ll w

ho knew
 several dozen m

em
bers of the local force. H

e also had 
an old arrest record for disturbing the peace, carrying a concealed 
w

eapon, and assault, and he knew
 several individuals in the M

afia. 
p er haps because of the nature of his business, R

uby often carried large 
sum

s of m
oney and a pistol. D

espite his rough background, acquaint-
ances had noticed that R

uby, like m
any other people, seem

ed greatly 
affected by the president's m

urder. 

A
t approxim

ately to o'clock on S
aturday m

orning the interrogation 
resum

ed. O
sw

ald denied that he had told W
esley F

razier he w
as going 

to Irving to pick up curtain rods. H
e said the package he brought to 

w
ork contained his lunch. H

e said he had gone to Irving on T
hursday 

because M
rs. P

aine w
as planning to give a party for the children that 

w
eekend and he didn't w

ant to be there then. In fact, the party had 
been held the w

eekend before, but if R
uth w

ere questioned about it, 
be could say he had sim

ply m
isunderstood. A

s so often happened, 
O

sw
ald w

as tw
isting the truth to fit his ow

n purposes—
it w

as alm
ost 

as though he saw
 reality itself as nothing m

ore than raw
 m

aterial to 
be shaped and used. O

sw
ald said that w

hen the m
otorcade passed the 

building he had been in the second-floor lunchroom
 w

ith som
e of his 

co-w
orkers, one of them

 a N
egro nam

ed Junior. In fact, Junior Jar-
m

an didn't see O
sw

ald in the lunchroom
 that day. Jarm

an finished 
eating before noon and w

ent up to the fifth floor to w
atch the m

otor-
cade w

ith H
arold N

orm
an and B

onnie R
ay W

illiam
s. T

hey heard the 
shots going off over their heads. N

orm
an w

as at the w
indow

 directly 
beneath the sniper and could hear the ejected shells hitting the floor 

aboAvceco hrdim
in.  g to a 'S

ecret S
ervice report, O

sw
ald refused to answ

er any 
m

ore questions concerning th
e p

isto
l o

r rifle u
n
til h

e h
ad

 seen
 a 

law
yer. 

. H
e stated

 th
at he w

anted to contact a M
r. A

bt, a N
ew

 Y
ork law

yer 
w

hom
 he did not know

 but w
ho had defended the Sm

ith A
ct "victim

s" 
in 1949 or 1950 in connection w

ith a conspiracy again
st the G

overnm
ent; 
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w
o

u
ld

n
't h

ave su
sp

ected
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 kill th
e p

resid
en

t—
W

alker, yes, 

b
u

t n
o

t K
en

n
ed

y. W
h

en
 th

e p
o

lice cam
e o

n
 F

rid
ay sh

e sh
o

w
ed

 th
em

 

w
h

ere O
sw

ald
 kep

t h
is rifle. T

h
e b

lan
ket w

as still th
ere, n

eatly tied
, 

b
u

t w
h

en
 a p

o
licem

an
 p

icked
 it u

p
 th

e en
d

s fell lim
p

 an
d

 sh
e tu

rn
ed

 

ash
en

, realizin
g

 th
e rifle w

as g
o

n
e. T

h
at n

ig
h

t sh
e h

ad
 fo

u
n

d
 th

e tw
o

 

p
ictu

res o
f h

er h
u

sb
an

d
 in

 Ju
n

e's b
ab

y b
o

o
k. M

arg
u

erite h
ad

 b
y th

at 

tim
e arrived

 at th
e P

ain
e h

o
u

se, h
avin

g
 h

eard
 th

at h
er so

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 

arrested
. M

arin
a sh

o
w

ed
 h

er o
n

e o
f th

e p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s o

f L
ee b

ran
d

ish
-

in
g

 a rifle, an
d

 M
arg

u
erite g

ro
an

ed
 an

d
 sh

o
o

k h
er h

ead
 to

 in
d

icate 

th
at sh

e sh
o

u
ld

n
't tell an

yo
n

e. 
B

efo
re sh

e w
en

t to
 see L

ee th
at aftern

o
o

n
 M

arin
a fo

ld
ed

 th
e p

ic-

tu
res an

d
 stu

ffed
 th

em
 in

sid
e h

er sh
o

e. S
h

e w
an

ted
 to

 ask h
im

 w
h

at 

sh
e sh

o
u

ld
 d

o
 w

ith
 th

em
. S

ep
arated

 b
y a g

lass p
artitio

n
 th

ey sp
o

ke 

o
ver a p

air o
f telep

h
o

n
es. T

h
in

kin
g

 o
f th

e p
ictu

res, sh
e asked

 h
im

, 

"[C
lan

 w
e talk ab

o
u

t an
yth

in
g

 w
e like?

 Is an
yb

o
d

y listen
in

g
 in

?
" 

"O
h

, o
f co

u
rse," h

e said
. "W

e can
 sp

eak ab
o

u
t absolutely an

yth
in

g
 

at all." A
n

d
 sh

e kn
ew

 fro
m

 h
is to

n
e th

at h
e w

as w
arn

in
g

 h
er n

o
t to

 

say an
yth

in
g

 sig
n

ifican
t. 

H
e
 a

s
s
u

re
d

 h
e
r e

v
e
ry

th
in

g
 w

o
u

ld
 w

o
rk

 o
u

t fin
e
, b

u
t s

h
e
 d

id
n

't 

b
elieve h

im
. H

e to
ld

 h
er sh

e h
ad

 frien
d

s w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 h

elp
 h

er, an
d

 if 

n
ecessary sh

e co
u

ld
 g

et h
elp

 fro
m

 th
e R

ed
 C

ro
ss. M

arin
a co

u
ld

 tell 

th
at h

e w
as g

u
ilty. If h

e h
ad

n
't b

een
, sh

e th
o

u
g

h
t, h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 

loudly protesting his arrest, and besides, she sensed that he w
as saying 

g
o

o
d

b
y

e
 to

 h
e

r w
ith

 h
is

 e
y
e
s
. M

c
M

illa
n

 h
a
s
 w

ritte
n

 th
a
t M

a
rin

a
 

d
id

n
't kn

o
w

 if h
e w

o
u

ld
 co

n
fess o

r. n
o

t: h
e m

ig
h

t claim
 th

at h
is act 

h
ad

 b
een

 ju
stified

, o
r h

e m
ig

h
t in

sist th
at h

e w
as in

n
o

cen
t. E

ith
er w

ay, 

eh
 w

o
u

ld
 take th

e o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity to
 p

ro
claim

 h
is id

eas. 

C
o

n
cern

in
g

 th
eir co

n
versatio

n
, M

arin
a testified

, "H
e sp

o
ke o

f so
m

e 

frien
d

s w
h

o
 su

p
p

o
sed

ly w
o

u
ld

 h
elp

 h
im

. I d
o

n
't kn

o
w

 w
h

o
 h

e h
ad

 in
 

m
in

d
. T

h
at h

e h
ad

 w
ritten

 to
 so

m
eo

n
e in

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk b
efo

re th
at. I w

as 

so
 u

p
set th

at o
f co

u
rse I d

id
n

't u
n

d
erstan

d
 an

yth
in

g
 o

f th
at.... I to

ld
 

h
im

 th
at th

e p
o

lice h
ad

 b
een

 th
ere an

d
 th

at a search
 h

ad
 b

een
 con-

d
u

cted
, th

a
t th

e
y
 h

a
d

 a
s
k
e
d

 m
e
 w

h
e
th

e
r w

e
 h

a
d

 a
 rifle

, a
n

d
 I h

a
d

 

an
sw

ered
 yes. A

n
d

 h
e said

 th
at if th

ere w
o

u
ld

 b
e a trial, an

d
 th

at if 

I a
m

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
e
d

 it w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 m

y
 rig

h
t to

 a
n

s
w

e
r o

r to
 re

fu
s
e
 to

 

an
sw

er." 
O

sw
ald

 w
as p

erh
ap

s referrin
g

 to
 th

e law
yer in

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk, Jo
h

n
 

A
b

t, w
h

o
 h

ad
 rep

resen
ted

 G
u

s H
all an

d
 B

en
 D

avis. O
sw

ald
 h

ad
n

't 

w
ritten

 to
 h

im
, b

u
t h

e h
ad

 w
ritten

 a letter to
 th

e H
all–D

avis d
efen

se 

co
m

m
ittee in

 1962. A
b

t, an
 atto

rn
ey fo

r th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ist p

arty, h
ad

 

n
ever h

eard
 o

f h
im

 an
d

 w
o

u
ld

 u
n

d
o

u
b

ted
ly h

ave b
een

 h
o

rrified
 to

 b
e 

206 ... O
sw

ald's G
am

e 

that A
bt w

ould understand w
hat this case w

as all about and that he 
w

ould give him
 an excellent defense.. 

U
pon questioning by C

aptain Fritz, he said, "I have no view
s on the 

P
resident." "M

y w
ife and I like the P

resident's fam
ily. They are interest-

ing people. I have m
y ow

n view
s on the P

resident's national policy. I 
have a right to express m

y view
s but because of the charges I do not 

think I should com
m

ent further," 

O
sw

ald
 w

as retu
rn

ed
 to

 h
is cell b

efo
re n

o
o

n
. 

S
eth

 K
an

to
r h

ad
 jo

in
ed

 th
e h

o
rd

e o
f rep

o
rters in

sid
e th

e jail, an
d

 

at o
n

e p
o

in
t h

e saw
 th

e p
riso

n
er b

ein
g

 led
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e h

all. R
ep

o
rters 

w
ere sh

o
u

tin
g

, "W
h

y d
id

 yo
u

 kill th
e P

resid
en

t?
" O

n
e asked

 if h
e 

b
lam

ed
 th

e w
o

u
n

d
ed

 G
o

vern
o

r C
o

n
n

ally, a fo
rm

er secretary o
f th

e 

n
avy, fo

r h
is d

ish
o

n
o

rab
le d

isch
arg

e, an
d

 O
sw

ald
 sh

o
u

ted
 b

ack o
ver 

h
is sh

o
u

ld
er, "I d

o
n

't kn
o

w
 w

h
at kin

d
 o

f n
ew

sp
ap

er rep
o

rts yo
u

 are 

g
ettin

g
 b

u
t th

ese are n
o

t tru
e." K

an
to

r's im
p

ressio
n

 o
f O

sw
ald

 w
as 

visceral: "H
e w

as d
efian

t. H
e lo

o
ked

 alert at all tim
es. In

 h
is p

ro
file, 

h
e w

as sh
arp

-featu
red

. F
u

ll-faced
, h

e h
ad

 a cu
n

n
in

g
 lo

o
k." H

e re-

m
in

d
e
d

 K
a
n

to
r o

f th
e
 d

e
m

o
n

s
tra

to
rs

 w
h

o
 h

a
d

 d
is

ru
p

te
d

 a
 H

o
u

s
e
 

U
n

-A
m

e
ric

a
n

 A
c
tiv

itie
s
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 h

e
a
rin

g
 in

 S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r. T

h
e
 

d
em

o
n

strato
rs h

ad
 seem

ed
 to

 tim
e th

eir actio
n

s to
 g

et th
e b

est cam
era 

an
g

les w
h

en
 th

e p
o

lice d
rag

g
ed

 th
em

 o
u

t o
f th

e ro
o

m
. "T

h
is w

as L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald

," K
an

to
r w

ro
te in

 h
is n

o
tes. "H

e w
as livin

g
 th

e p
art 

o
f a

 m
a
rty

r." O
s
w

a
ld

 a
ls

o
 to

ld
 th

e
 re

p
o

rte
rs

, "I'm
 ju

s
t a

 p
a
ts

y
." 

O
n

 N
o

vem
b

er 23 A
lin

e M
o

sb
y p

icked
 u

p
 a n

ew
sp

ap
er an

d
 saw

 a 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 o

f th
e yo

u
n

g
 d

efecto
r sh

e h
ad

 in
terview

ed
 in

 1959. T
h

e 
p

ictu
re, taken

 after h
is at-rest, h

ad
 a cap

tio
n

 th
at said

 h
e w

as "g
larin

g
 

at p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
ers d

efian
tly." L

o
o

kin
g

 at h
is face, M

o
sb

y d
isag

reed
. 

S
h

e th
o

u
g

h
t L

ee O
sw

ald
 w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly en
jo

yin
g

 every m
in

u
te o

f it. 

T
h

at m
o

rn
in

g
 th

e p
o

lice h
ad

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 R
u

th
's h

o
u

se arm
ed

 w
ith

 

a w
arran

t fo
r a m

o
re th

o
ro

u
g

h
 search

 th
an

 th
ey h

ad
 co

n
d

u
cted

 th
e 

d
ay b

efo
re, an

d
 th

ey fo
u

n
d

 co
p

ies o
f th

e p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s sh

o
w

in
g

 O
sw

ald
 

h
o

ld
in

g
 a rifle, an

d
 o

n
e n

eg
ative. In

 th
e m

ean
tim

e M
ich

ael P
ain

e h
ad

 

b
een

 q
u

estio
n

ed
 ab

o
u

t O
sw

ald
's p

revio
u

s resid
en

ces an
d

 m
en

tio
n

ed
 

th
e N

eely S
treet ap

artm
en

t. A
fter lu

n
ch

 F
ritz asked

 O
sw

ald
 ab

o
u

t th
e 

N
eely ad

d
ress an

d
 fo

u
n

d
 th

at h
e w

as "very evasive ab
o

u
t th

is lo
ca-

tio
n

." 
A

fterw
ard

 O
sw

ald
 w

as allo
w

ed
 to

 sp
eak w

ith
 h

is w
ife. M

arin
a h

ad
 

been
 ap

p
reh

en
sive ever sin

ce sh
e first h

eard
 fro

m
 R

u
th

 th
at th

e sh
o

o
t-

in
g

 to
o

k p
lace n

ear th
e D

ep
o

sito
ry. S

h
e h

ad
n

't kn
o

w
n

 th
e m

o
to

rcad
e 

w
o

u
ld

 p
ass b

y h
er h

u
sb

an
d

's p
lace o

f w
o

rk. E
ven

 if sh
e h

ad
, sh

e 
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children, he said, "M
y friends w

ill take care of them
," and indicated 

that he m
eant the P

aines. H
e w

as depending on other people to look 
after his fam

ily, just as he bad done w
hen he tried to kill W

alker. 
S

hortly before R
obert left, O

sw
ald told him

 not to get invovied in his 
case, or he m

ight get in trouble w
ith his boss and lo

se h
is jo

b
. H

e h
ad

 
said the sam

e thing in M
oscow

. H
e told M

ine M
osby, "I don't w

ant 
to involve m

y fam
ily in this," and "M

y brother m
ight lose his job 

because of this." 
A

fter talking w
ith his brother, O

sw
ald telephoned R

uth and asked 
her to call John A

bt for him
, giving her tw

o num
bers he had gotten 

from
 inform

ation. H
e had already tired to reach the attorney him

self. 
H

e m
ad

e n
o

 referen
ce to

 th
e reaso

n
 h

e w
as in

 jail, an
d

 R
u

th
 w

as 
appalled and irritated that he sounded so apart from

 the situation. H
e 

so
u
n
d
ed

 to
 h

er "alm
o
st as if n

o
th

in
g
 o

u
t o

f th
e o

rd
in

ary
 h

ad
 h

ap
-

pened." L
ater she tried to reach A

bt, but he w
as out of tow

n. 
M

eanw
hile the president of the D

allas B
ar A

ssociation, H
. L

ouis 
N

ichols, had been getting long-distance calls F
rom

 other attorneys 
w

ho had seen O
sw

ald's press conference and w
ere afraid his legal 

rights w
eren't being protected. N

ichols decided to offer O
sw

ald his 
assistance. W

hen he saw
 O

sw
ald in his cell that afternoon, the pris-

oner seem
ed calm

 and appeared to know
 "pretty m

uch w
hat his rights 

w
ere." O

sw
ald told him

 he w
anted A

bt or a m
em

ber of the A
m

erican 
C

ivil L
iberties U

nion. If he couldn't get either one, O
sw

ald said, and 
if he could find a law

yer in D
allas w

ho "believes as I believe, and 
believes in m

y innocence—
as m

uch as he can, I m
ight let him

 repre-
sent m

e." O
sw

ald told N
ichols be d

id
n
't th

in
k
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 n
eed

 h
is 

assistance but that he "m
ight com

e back next w
eek." N

ichols left, 
having satisfied him

self "that the m
an appeared to know

 w
hat he w

as 
doing. H

e did not appear to be irrational." 
B

y this tim
e the police lab had enlarged one of the backyard photo-

graphs and F
ritz had O

sw
ald brougt in at six o'clock to confront him

 
w

ith this evidence. O
sw

ald claim
ed that the photographs w

ere fakes 
and that he had never seen them

 before. H
e said he knew

 all about 
photography and that the sm

all picture w
as a reduced copy of the 

large one. F
ritz reported, "H

e further stated that since he had been 
photographed here at the C

ity H
all and that people had been taking 

his picture w
hile being transferred from

 m
y office to the jail door that 

som
eone had been able to get a picture of his face and w

ith that, they 
had m

ade this picture. H
e told m

e that he understood photography 
real w

ell, and that in tim
e, he w

ould be able to show
 that it w

as not 
his picture, and that it had been m

ade by som
eone else. A

t this tim
e 

. 	
_ 
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asked to take this case. T
he L

eft certainly had no intention of rallying 
to O

sw
ald's cause, even if he claim

ed he w
as innocent. S

ince John 
A

bt's nam
e had appeared several tim

es in T
h

e W
orker during the 

m
onths O

sw
ald w

as planning his attack on W
alker, it's probable that 

this w
as the law

yer he had intended to ask for if he had been arrested 
after shooting W

alker. In any event, it's clear that O
sw

ald w
as now

 
p

lan
n

in
g

 ah
ead

 fo
r h

is trial, an
d

 it's lik
ely

 h
e h

ad
 alread

y
 g

iv
en

 it 
considerable thought. E

vidently he intended to charge the F
B

I w
ith 

harassm
ent and say he'd been fram

ed because of his political beliefs. 
E

v
en

 fro
m

 h
is jail cell, h

e still ex
p
ected

 to
 m

an
ip

u
late ev

en
ts. H

e 
w

o
u

ld
 try

 to
 tu

rn
 h

is trial in
to

 a p
o

litical cau
se ed

ib
le lik

e th
e 

R
osenberg case, thus m

aking propaganda and ensuring his place in 
leftist history. 

If this w
as O

sw
ald's plan, it w

as typical of his thinking—
grandiose, 

perverse, m
anipulative, unrealistic. 

S
om

etim
e that afternoon R

obert O
sw

ald visited his brother and 
found him

 "com
pletely relaxed"—

he talked "m
atter-of-factly, w

ith-
o
u
t an

y
 sig

n
 o

f ten
sio

n
 o

r strain
." A

s so
o
n
 as th

ey
 p

ick
ed

 u
p
 th

e 
telephones in the visiting room

, O
sw

ald said, 	
is taped [sic]." 

(W
hen M

arguerite spoke w
ith R

obert alone at the police station, her 
first w

ords w
ere, "T

his room
 is bugged. B

e careful w
hat you say.") 

A
s w

ith the police, O
sw

ald seem
ed w

illing to discuss anything but the 
assassination. R

obert later w
rote that he asked, "L

ee, w
hat the S

am
 

H
ill is going on?" 

"I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

," h
e said

. 
"Y

o
u
 d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

? L
o
o
k
, th

ey
'v

e g
o
t y

o
u
r p

isto
l, th

ey
'v

e g
o
t y

o
u
r 

rifle, they've got you charged w
ith shooting the P

resident and a police 
o
fficer. A

n
d
 y

o
u
 tell m

e y
o
u
 d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

. N
o
w

, I w
an

t to
 k

n
o
w

 ju
st 

w
h

at's g
o
in

g
 o

n
." 

H
e stiffened and straightened up, and his facial expression w

as sud-
denly very tight. 

"1
 ju

st d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
at th

ey
're talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t," h

e said
, firm

ly
 an

d
 

deliberately. "D
on't believe all this so-called evidence." 

R
obert stared in

to his eyes, trying to find the truth, and O
sw

ald said 
quietly, "B

rother, you w
on't find anything there." 

A
lthough O

sw
ald w

as uncom
m

unicative, he m
ade tw

o statem
ents 

to R
obert that suggest he saw

 the assassination as an act sim
ilar to 

both his defection and the attack on G
eneral W

alker. W
hen R

obert 
asked him

 w
hat he thought w

as going to happen to M
arina and his 
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he said that he did not w
ant to answ

er any m
ore questions and he w

as 

returned to the jail about 7:15 P
.M

." 

T
h
is w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly
 th

e lin
e O

sw
ald

 in
ten

d
ed

 to
 p

u
rsu

e h
ad

 th
e 

backyard photographs been found after he shot W
alker. F

or years to 

com
e there w

ould be a controversy about the authenticity of these 

pictures. T
he H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee had a panel of photo-

graphic specialists exam
ine the recovered photos and negative. U

sing 

sophisticated analytical techniques, the panel could find no evidence 

of fakery. In addition, the panel used sim
ilar techniques to uncover 

a unique m
ark of w

ear and tear on the rifle in the photos that corre-

sp
o
n
d
ed

 to
 a m

ark
 o

n
 th

e w
eap

o
n
 fo

u
n
d
 in

 th
e D

ep
o
sito

ry
, an

d
 

concluded that the tw
o w

eapons w
ere identical. 

O
n S

unday m
orning the accused assassin w

as questioned for the 

last tim
e by F

ritz, tw
o S

ecret S
ervice m

en, and a D
allas postal inspec- 

tor, H
arry H

olm
es. D

uring this interview
 O

sw
ald denied know

ing 

anyone nam
ed A

.J. H
idell, the nam

e on an I.D
. card in his w

allet and 

on his post office box application, and denied using the nam
e as an 

alias. H
e began talking politics again, and said that C

uba should have 

full diplom
atic relations w

ith the U
nited S

tates. A
sked if he w

as a 

C
om

m
unist, O

sw
ald said, "N

o, I am
 a M

arxist but I am
 not a M

arxist 
L

eninist." W
hen F

ritz asked him
 the difference, O

sw
ald said it w

ould 

take too long to explain it to him
. W

hen a S
ecret S

ervice inspector 

asked him
 if he thought the assassination w

ould have any effect on the 

C
uban situation, O

sw
ald at first responded w

ith a question. "I am
 

filed on for the P
resident's m

urder, is that right? U
nder the circum

-

stances, I don't believe that it w
ould be proper [to respond]." N

ever-

theless, he w
ent on to say that he thought there w

ou
ld

 probably be 
` no change in A

m
erica's attitude tow

ard C
uba w

ith V
ice-P

resident 

Johnson becom
ing president "because they both belonged to the sam

e 

political party and the one w
ould follow

 pretty generally the policies 
o
f th

e o
th

er." 
D

etective J.R
. L

eavelle w
as also present that m

orning. O
sw

ald gave 

him
 the im

pression "of being a m
an w

ith a lot better education than 

his form
al education indicated.. . . for instance the long elaboration 

that he w
ent into on the C

uba deal w
ould tell—

indicate that he had 

a fairly better than high school education that he w
as reported to have 

had." L
eavelle told the C

om
m

ission the prisoner seem
ed very m

uch 

in control of him
self at all tim

es and added, "In fact, he struck m
e 

as a m
an w

ho enjoyed the situation im
m

ensely and w
as enjoying the 

publicity and everything [that) w
as com

ing his w
ay." 

Inspector H
olm

es later reported: 

O
sw

ald at no tim
e appeared confused or in doubt as to w

hether or not 

to answ
er a question. O

n the contrary, he w
as quite alert and show

ed 

no hesitancy in answ
ering those questions he w

anted to answ
er, and w

as 

q
u

ite sk
illfu

l in
 p

arryin
g th

ose q
u

estion
s w

h
ich

 h
e d

id
 n

u
t w

an
t to 

answ
er. I got the im

pression he had disciplined his m
ind and reflexes to 

a state w
here I personally doubted if he w

ould ever have confessed. H
e 

denied, em
phatically, having taken part in or having had any know

ledge 

of the shooting of the policem
an T

ippit or of the P
resident, stating flit 

so far as he is concerned the reason he w
as in custody w

as because he 

"
p

op
p

ed
 a p

olicem
an

 in
 th

e n
ose in

 a th
eater on

 Jefferson
 A

ven
u

e."
 

P
riscilla Johnson also believed he w

ould never have confessed. Soon 

after the assassination she w
rote that if there w

as one thing that stood 

out in the conversation she had had w
ith him

 in M
oscow

, "it w
as his 

truly com
pelling need . . . to think of him

self as extraordinary. A
 

refusal to confess, expressed in stoic and trium
phant silence, w

ould 

have fitted this need. In som
e tw

isted w
ay, it m

ight also have enabled 

him
 to identify w

ith other 'unjustly' persecuted victim
s, such as S

acco 

and V
anzetti and the R

osenbergs." 
O

sw
ald w

as scheduled to be transferred to the county jail at ten 

o'clock. T
he questioning ran longer than expected, past eleven, but 

yielded nothing further. O
sw

ald chose a black sw
eater from

 am
ong 

those offered to him
 from

 his clothes and put it on over his T
-shirt. 

H
e w

as now
 dressed entirely in black, as he had been in the riflem

an 

photographs M
arina had taken. T

o the end, he w
as playing out the 

role h
e had created for him

self and had been rehearsing, in one w
ay 

or another, for m
ost of his life. T

hen he w
as handcuffed to L

eavelle's 

left w
rist and w

alked to the elevator. O
utside the building a large 

crow
d w

aited, and the basem
ent w

as packed w
ith police and report-

ers. A
t 11:17 Jack R

uby w
as at the W

estern U
nion office across the 

street sending a m
oney order to one of his strippers. H

e w
alked out 

and w
ent to the police station. L

ess than four m
inutes later, as televi-

sion cam
eras follow

ed O
sw

ald being brought out tow
ard a w

aiting 

car, R
uby rushed forw

ard and shot him
 once in the abdom

en. R
uby 

w
as im

m
ediately w

restled to the floor by several policem
en, to w

hom
 

he said, "Y
ou all know

 m
e. I'm

 Jack R
uby." W

hen the crow
d outside 

heard w
hat had happened, it let out a cheer. 

P
olice detective B

illy C
om

best had the presence of m
ind to try to 

get a statem
ent from

 O
sw

ald before he died. T
he author of C

on
spiracy, 

A
nthony S

um
m

ers, interview
ed C

om
best in 1978. C

om
best told him

, 

"I got right dow
n on the floor w

ith him
, just literally on m

y hands 

and knees. A
nd I asked him

 if he w
ould like to m

ake any confession, 
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any statem
ent in connection w

ith the assassination of the P
resident. 

... S
everal tim

es he responded to m
e by shaking his head in a definite 

m
anner.... It w

asn't from
 the pain or anything—

he had just decided 
he w

asn't going to correspond w
ith m

e, he w
asn't going to say any. 

thing." 
In a footnote S

um
m

ers added som
ething he had left out of the text. 

C
o

m
b

est h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at O

sw
ald

 acco
m

p
an

ied
 h

is h
ead

sh
ak

in
g

 
w

ith "a definite clenched-fist salute." S
um

m
ers then argued, "T

his 
cannot be taken as good evidence of a political gesture, given O

sw
ald's 

condition at that m
om

ent. It m
ay indeed have been an expression of 

pain." H
e added that C

om
best had said nothing about the clenched-

fist salute in his statem
ents to the W

arren C
om

m
ission. T

w
o com

-
m

ents can be m
ade on S

um
m

ers' argum
ent. W

hen C
om

best testified 
in

 1
9
6
4
 h

e p
ro

b
ab

ly
 d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
at a clen

ch
ed

-fist salu
te w

as. 
A

lthough the gesture had been a socialist salute in S
pain in the 1930s, 

it didn't becom
e a w

idely recognized sym
bol of political m

ilitancy in 
this country until the late 196os, It w

as probably then that C
om

best 
rein

terp
reted

 O
sw

ald
's g

estu
re as a p

o
litical statem

en
t. S

eco
n

d
, a 

new
s photograph taken of O

sw
ald after his arrest show

s him
 raising 

one m
anacled arm

 in w
hat appears to be a clenched-fist salute. 

In any event, a raised 
fist w

as O
sw

ald's last com
m

ent. 
(
 • 

16... R
eaction

s 

I really look
 w

ith
 com

m
iseration

 over th
e great b

od
y of m

y 
fellow

 citizen
s w

h
o, read

in
g n

ew
sp

ap
ers, live an

d
 d

ie in
 th

e 
b

elief th
at th

ey h
ave k

n
ow

n
 som

eth
in

g of w
h

at h
as b

een
 p

ass-
in

g in
 th

e w
orld

 in
 th

eir tim
e. 

A
sT

uro4E
D

 nation groped for a m
eaning. T

rying to assim
ilate the 

president's death into the only context they knew
, m

any saw
 it as a 

continuation of the violent opposition to the civil rights m
ovem

ent in 
the S

outh—
the m

urder of M
cdgar E

vans, the bom
bing of the B

ir-
m

ingham
 church. E

ditorial w
riters and television com

m
entators im

-
m

ediately blam
ed the anti-K

ennedy environm
ent in D

allas or A
m

eri-
can violence in general. 

A
s m

ore inform
ation cam

e out, the possibility that O
sw

ald had a 
political m

otive becam
e ever m

ore rem
ote. W

hen reporters learned 
that O

sw
ald had once tried to join C

arlos B
ringuier's organization in 

N
ew

 O
rleans, this w

as taken as an indication that he w
as politically 

erratic. In D
ecem

ber the discovery that O
sw

ald had tried to m
urder 

W
alker—

w
hose political philosophy w

as radically different from
 

K
ennedy's—

produced a sim
ilar im

pression. 
A

n accepted picture of O
sw

ald gradually em
erged. H

e w
as seen as 

a confused drifter w
ho acted out of personal frustration—

he couldn't 
hold a job and his w

ife didn't w
ant to live w

ith him
. T

he assassination 
had no political significance, except as a tim

ely lesson about right-
w

ing extrem
ism

 and its consequences. 
F

idel C
astro's first reaction w

as given in a N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es head- 

—
H

arry T
rum

an 

... 213 
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lin
e
: "C

a
stro

 M
o
u

rn
s 'H

o
stile

' L
e

a
d
e

r: D
e

p
lo

re
s S

la
yin

g
 B

u
t S

a
ys 

K
e

n
n

e
d

y C
o

u
rte

d
 W

a
r." L

a
te

r, h
o

w
e

ve
r, a

fte
r d

e
ta

ils o
f O

sw
a

ld
's 

b
a

ck
g

ro
u

n
d

 w
ere revea

led
, C

a
stro

 b
eg

a
n

 to
 su

sp
ect "a

 M
a
ch

ia
ve

llia
n  

p
la

n
 a

g
a
in

st C
u
b
a
." In

 a
 sp

e
e
ch

 in
 la

te
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r h

e
 d

e
cla

re
d
: 

O
sw

ald never had contacts w
ith us—

w
e have never heard of him

. 
. . W

e
 h

a
ve

 se
a

rch
e

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 a
ll o

u
r file

s a
n

d
 th

is m
a

n
 is n

o
t liste

d
 

as president of any com
m

ittee. N
ow

here is there any m
ention of any F

air 
P

lay for C
uba C

om
m

ittee in D
allas or N

ew
 O

rleans.... O
sw

ald is an 
individual expressly fabricated to begin an anti-C

om
m

unist cam
paign to 

liquidate the P
resident because of his policy. T

his plan to call O
sw

ald 
a C

astro C
om

m
unist is designed to pressure the new

 A
dm

inistration. 
A

ll p
e

o
p

le
, in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e

 U
.S

. p
e

o
p

le
, sh

o
u

ld
 d

e
m

a
n

d
 th

a
t w

h
a

t is 
behind the assassination be clarified. T

hose w
ho love peace and the 

U
n

ite
d

 S
tates intellectuals should understand the gravity of this cam

• 
paign. 

A
p
p
a
re

n
tly C

a
stro

 sin
ce

re
ly b

e
lie

ve
d
 th

is. H
e
 w

a
s a

fra
id

 a
 p

u
b
lic 

cla
m

o
r a

b
o
u
t O

sw
a
ld

's p
o
litics m

ig
h
t le

a
d
 to

 w
a
r. A

m
e
rica

n
 g

o
ve

rn
. 

m
e
rit o

ffic
ia

ls
 w

e
re

 a
ls

o
 a

w
a
re

 o
f th

is
 d

a
n
g
e
r, a

n
d
 th

e
y
 to

o
 w

e
re

 
w

o
rrie

d
. T

h
e
re

 w
a
s a

 g
e
n
e
ra

l fe
a
r a

m
o
n
g
 ca

b
in

e
t m

e
m

b
e
rs th

a
t th

e
 

A
m

e
rica

n
 p

e
o
p
le

 m
ig

h
t d

e
m

a
n
d
 re

trib
u
tio

n
 fro

m
 R

u
ssia

 o
r C

u
b
a
 o

r 
b
o
th

. W
h
e
n
 th

e
 n

e
w

 p
re

sid
e
n
t, L

yn
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, a

ske
d
 C

h
ie

f Ju
stice

 
E

a
rl W

a
rre

n
 to

 h
e
a
d
 u

p
 th

e
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
, h

e
 stre

sse
d
 th

a
t ru

m
o
rs 

a
b
o
u
t O

sw
a
ld

's fo
re

ig
n
 co

n
n
e
ctio

n
s h

a
d
 cre

a
te

d
 a

 g
ra

ve
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l 

situ
a
tio

n
. H

e
 m

a
d
e
 W

a
rre

n
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 th

a
t it w

a
s h

is d
u
ty to

 h
e
a
d
 

u
p
 a

 re
sp

o
n
sib

le
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 to

 d
isp

e
l th

e
se

 ru
m

o
rs, a

n
d
 W

a
rre

n
 

re
lu

cta
n

tly a
cce

p
te

d
 th

e
 a

ssig
n
m

e
n
t. 

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 C
o

m
m

is
s
io

n
 b

e
g

a
n

 ta
k
in

g
 te

s
tim

o
n

y
 a

 fe
w

 
m

o
n

th
s la

te
r, so

m
e

 o
f th

e
 w

itn
e

sse
s w

h
o

 kn
e

w
 O

sw
a

ld
 w

e
re

 a
ske

d
 

w
h

a
t th

e
y th

o
u

g
h

t h
is m

o
tive

 m
ig

h
t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

. N
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
se

 w
it-

n
esses th

o
u
g
h
t O

sw
a
ld

 a
cte

d
 b

e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 w

a
s irra

tio
n
a
l o

r b
e
ca

u
se

 h
e 

h
a

d
 p

e
rso

n
a

l p
ro

b
le

m
s. S

e
ve

ra
l sa

id
 th

e
y b

e
lie

ve
d

 h
is m

o
tive

 w
a

s 
so

m
e
h
o
w

 p
o
litica

l. T
h
e
ir o

p
in

io
n
s a

re
 re

m
a
rka

b
le

 in
 th

a
t th

e
y ra

n
 

co
u
n
te

r to
 th

e co
n
te

m
p
o
ra

ry n
e

w
s m

e
d

ia
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n

 a
n

d
 p

o
p

u
la

r 
b

e
lie

f. 

M
ich

a
e
l P

a
in

e
 h

a
d
 in

itia
lly d

o
u
b
te

d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s g

u
ilty b

e
ca

u
se

 
h
e
 "d

id
n
't se

e
 h

o
w

 th
is co

u
ld

 fit, h
o

w
 th

is co
u
ld

 h
e
lp

 h
is ca

u
se

, a
n
d
 

I d
id

n
't th

in
k
 h

e
 w

a
s
 irra

tio
n
a
l." P

a
in

e
 c

a
m

e
 to

 b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t th

e
 

p
re

sid
e

n
t w

a
s a

 ta
rg

e
t o

f o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity: "I th
o

u
g

h
t it w

a
s a

 sp
u

r o
f th

e
 

m
o
m

e
n
t id

e
a
 th

a
t ca

m
e
 in

to
 h

is h
e
a
d
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 re

a
lize

d
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 
h
a
ve

 th
e
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity w

ith
 so

rt o
f a

 d
u
ck b

lin
d
 th

e
re

, a
n
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity 
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to
 ch

a
n
g
e
 th

e
 co

u
rse

 o
f h

isto
ry, e

ve
n
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 co

u
ld

n
't p

re
d
ict fro

m
 

th
a

t a
ctio

n
 w

h
a

t co
u

rse
 h

isto
ry w

o
u

ld
 ta

ke
, th

a
t in

 m
y o

p
in

o
n

 w
o

u
ld

 
n o

t h
a

ve
 d

e
te

rre
d

 h
im

 fro
m

 d
o

in
g

 it." 	
• 

Jo
h
n
 H

a
ll, E

le
n
a
 H

a
ll's h

u
sb

a
n
d
, sa

id
 h

e
 w

a
sn

't su
rp

rise
d
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

h
e
a
rd

 th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

rre
ste

d
 b

e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 th

o
u
g
h
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s 

th
e
 "k

in
d
 o

f g
u
y
 th

a
t w

o
u
ld

 d
o
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g
 lik

e
 th

a
t." N

o
t th

a
t h

e
 

b
e
lie

ve
d
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s in

sa
n
e
—

"H
e
 w

a
s p

re
tty sh

a
rp

. If h
e
 h

a
d
 th

e
 

rig
h

t tra
in

in
g

 in
 th

e
 rig

h
t d

ire
ctio

n
, h

e
 co

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 d

o
n

e
 so

m
e

th
in

g
 

w
ith

 h
is life

." H
a

ll th
o

u
g

h
t th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 w

a
s a

 vio
le

n
t e

xp
re

ssio
n

 
o

f O
sw

a
ld

's re
se

n
tm

e
n

t n
o

t o
n

ly o
f th

e
 A

m
e

rica
n

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t b

u
t o

f 
"o

u
r w

h
o
le

 w
a
y
 o

f life
." M

a
x
 C

la
rk

, th
e
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

 a
tto

rn
e
y
, a

ls
o
 

sa
id

 h
e

 d
id

n
't th

in
k O

sw
a

ld
 w

a
s m

e
n

ta
lly u

n
sta

b
le

. B
u

t h
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t 

O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s ca

p
a
b
le

 o
f a

ssa
ssin

a
tin

g
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y in

 o
rd

e
r "to

 g
o
 d

o
w

n
 

in
 h

isto
ry, b

e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 se

e
m

e
d
 to

 th
in

k h
e
 w

a
s d

e
stin

e
d
 to

 g
o
 d

o
w

n
 in

 
h
isto

ry so
m

e
 w

a
y o

r a
n
o
th

e
r." 

L
e

e
's co

u
sin

 M
a

rilyn
 d

isa
g

re
e

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 n

e
w

s m
e

d
ia

 e
xp

la
n

a
tio

n
s, 

a
s w

e
ll. S

h
e

 d
id

n
't th

in
k h

e
 a

cte
d

 b
e

ca
u

se
 h

e
 w

a
s "je

a
lo

u
s o

f K
e

n
n

e
d

y 
a

n
d

 a
ll th

a
t K

e
n

n
e

d
y sto

o
d

 fo
r," o

r b
e

ca
u

se
 h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 "b

e
 so

m
e

-
b

o
d

y." In
 h

e
r vie

w
, L

e
e

 O
sw

a
ld

 a
lre

a
d

y th
o

u
g

h
t h

e
 w

as so
m

e
b

o
d

y 
a
n
d
 a

lw
a
ys se

e
m

e
d
 p

e
rfe

ctly sa
tisfie

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 w

a
y h

e
 w

a
s. S

h
e
 

th
o
u
g
h
t h

is m
o
tive

 m
ig

h
t h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 "to

 d
iscre

d
it A

m
e
rica

 in
 th

e
 e

ye
s 

o
f th

e
 w

o
rld

"—
o
r "p

e
rh

a
p
s b

e
ca

u
se

 h
e
 w

a
s tu

rn
e
d
 d

o
w

n
 b

y R
u
ssia

 
a

n
d

 th
e

n
 tu

rn
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 b

y F
id

e
l, th

a
t p

e
rh

a
p

s h
e

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 sh
o

w
 th

e
m

 
th

a
t h

e
 co

u
ld

 co
m

m
it su

ch
 a

 g
re

a
t a

ct w
ith

o
u
t th

e
 h

e
lp

 o
f a

n
y o

th
e
rs." 

M
a

rin
a

 g
a

ve
 se

ve
ra

l co
n

tra
d

icto
ry o

p
in

io
n

s a
b

o
u

t h
e

r h
u

sb
a

n
d

's 
m

o
tive

, b
u
t a

t o
n
e
 p

o
in

t sh
e
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
r first im

p
re

ssio
n
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

th
a

t h
e w

a
n
te

d
 "b

y a
n
y m

e
a
n
s—

g
o
o
d
 o

r b
a
d
, to

 g
e
t in

to
 h

isto
ry." 

T
h

e
n

 sh
e

 a
d

d
e

d
, "B

u
t n

o
w

 th
a

t I h
a

ve
 h

e
a

rd
 a

 p
a

rt o
f th

e
 tra

n
sla

tio
n

 
o
f s

o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts

, I th
in

k
 th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s
 s

o
m

e
 p

o
litic

a
l 

fo
u

n
d

a
tio

n
 to

 it, a
 fo

u
n

d
a

tio
n

 o
f w

h
ich

 I a
m

 u
n

a
w

a
re

." 
P

o
lice

 C
a

p
ta

in
 F

ritz se
e

m
s to

 h
a

ve
 co

m
e

 clo
se

r to
 th

e
 tru

th
 th

a
n

 
anyone else. H

e testified: "I got the im
pression he w

as doing it because 
o
f h

is fe
e
lin

g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 C

a
stro

 re
vo

lu
tio

n
, a

n
d
 I th

in
k th

a
t . . h

e
 h

a
d
 

a
 lo

t o
f fe

e
lin

g
 a

b
o
u
t th

a
t re

vo
lu

tio
n
. I th

in
k th

a
t w

a
s th

e
 re

a
so

n
. I 

n
o
tice

d
 a

n
o
th

e
r th

in
g
. I n

o
tice

d
 a

 little
 b

e
fo

re
 w

h
e
n
 W

a
lke

r w
a
s sh

o
t 

[sic], h
e

 h
a

d
 co

m
e

 o
u

t w
ith

 so
m

e
 sta

te
m

e
n

ts a
b

o
u

t C
a

stro
 a

n
d

 a
b

o
u

t 
C

u
b
a
 a

n
d
 a

 lo
t o

f th
in

g
s a

n
d
 if yo

u
 w

ill re
m

e
m

b
e
r th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t h

a
d
 

so
m

e
 sto

rie
s 

a fe
w

 w
e

e
ks b

e
fo

re
 h

is d
e

a
th

 a
b

o
u

t C
u

b
a

 a
n

d
 a

b
o

u
t 

C
a
stro

 .. . a
n
d
 I w

o
n
d
e
re

d
 if th

a
t d

id
n
't h

a
ve

 so
m

e
 b

e
a
rin

g
. I h

a
ve

 
n
o
 w

a
y o

f kn
o
w

in
g
 th

a
t o

th
e
r th

a
n
 ju

st w
a
tch

in
g
 h

im
 a

n
d
 ta

lkin
g
 to

 
h

im
." A

s
k
e

d
 if O

s
w

a
ld

 a
c
te

d
 a

fra
id

, F
ritz

 s
a

id
, "N

o
, s

ir; I d
o

n
't 
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b
e
lie

ve
 h

e
 w

a
s a

fra
id

 a
t a

ll. I th
in

k h
e
 w

a
s a

 p
e
rso

n
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 h

is m
in

d
 

m
a
d
e
 u

p
 w

h
a
t to

 d
o
 a

n
d

 I th
in

k h
e
 w

a
s like

 a
 p

e
rso

n
 ju

st d
e
d
ica

te
d
 

to
 a

 ca
u
se

. A
n
d
 I th

in
k h

e
 w

a
s a

b
o
ve

 a
ve

ra
g
e
 fo

r in
te

llig
e
n
ce

. I kn
o
w

 

a
 lo

t o
f p

e
o

p
le

 ca
ll h

im
 a

 n
u

t a
ll th

e
 tim

e
 b

u
t h

e
 d

id
n

't ta
lk like

 a
 n

u
t. 

H
e
 k

n
e
w

 e
x
a
c
tly

 w
h
e
n
 to

 q
u
it ta

lk
in

g
." 

O
sw

a
ld

's d
e
a
th

 le
ft M

a
rin

a
 in

 a
 p

re
d
ica

m
e
n
t. T

h
e
 F

B
I a

n
d
 S

e
cre

t 

S
e
rvice

 n
o
w

 tu
rn

e
d
 to

 h
e
r fo

r th
e
 a

n
sw

e
rs to

 th
e
ir q

u
e
stio

n
s, a

n
d
 

a
lth

o
u
g
h
 M

a
rin

a
 h

a
d
 n

o
 fo

re
kn

o
w

le
d
g
e
 o

f th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, sh

e
 d

id
 

h
a

ve
 kn

o
w

le
d

g
e

 o
f so

m
e

 o
f O

sw
a

ld
's p

a
st a

ctivitie
s th

a
t sh

e
 w

a
s a

fra
id

 

to
 a

d
m

it. O
n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 2

7
, w

h
e
n
 F

B
I a

n
d
 S

e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 a
g
e
n
ts 

co
n
fro

n
te

d
 h

e
r w

ith
 th

e
 b

a
ckya

rd
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s sh

o
w

in
g
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
ith

 

h
is rifle

, sh
e
 a

d
m

itte
d
 ta

kin
g
 th

e
m

, b
u
t sa

id
 n

o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t h

is a
tta

ck 

o
n
 W

a
lke

r. In
ste

a
d
, sh

e
 sa

id
 th

a
t b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 "sh

e
 h

a
d
 

n
e
ve

r b
a
d
 a

n
y in

klin
g
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 so

 vio
le

n
t to

 a
n
yb

o
d
y"—

sh
e
 

m
u
st h

a
ve

 re
a
lize

d
 th

a
t sh

e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 b

la
m

e
d
 fo

r n
o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 th
e
 

p
o

lic
e

 a
fte

r th
e

 W
a

lk
e

r s
h

o
o

tin
g

. A
t th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
 in

te
rv

ie
w

 s
h

e
 

v
o

lu
n

te
e

re
d

 th
e

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 th
a

t w
h

e
n

 O
s
w

a
ld

 c
a

m
e

 to
 Irv

in
g

 o
n

 

T
h
u
rs

d
a
y
 h

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r h

e
 w

o
u
ld

n
't b

e
 c

o
m

in
g
 b

a
c
k
 th

a
t w

e
e
k
e
n
d
 

b
e
ca

u
se

 "h
e
 h

a
d
 so

m
e
th

in
g
 ve

ry im
p
o

rta
n

t to
 d

o
." A

ske
d

 a
b

o
u

t th
is 

sta
te

m
e
n
t a

 fe
w

 w
e
e
ks la

te
r, M

a
rin

a
 sa

id
 sh

e
 co

u
ld

n
't re

m
e
m

b
e
r, a

n
d
 

th
e

 m
a

tte
r w

a
s d

ro
p

p
e

d
. 

A
 S

e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 re
p
o
rt o

f N
o
ve

m
b
e
r z8

 q
u
o
te

s h
e
r a

s sa
yin

g
 th

a
t 

a
t "o

n
e
 tim

e
 sh

e
 b

e
ca

m
e
 so

 e
xa

sp
e
ra

te
d
 w

ith
 L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 sh
e
 a

ske
d
 

h
im

 'W
h
a
t a

re
 y

o
u
 try

in
g
 to

 d
o
, s

ta
rt a

n
o
th

e
r re

v
o
lu

tio
n
?
' " In

te
r-

v
ie

w
e
d
 a

g
a
in

 th
e
 n

e
x
t d

a
y
, M

a
rin

a
 s

a
id

 th
a
t w

h
e
n
 s

h
e
 le

ft N
e
w

 

O
rle

a
n
s w

ith
 R

u
th

 n
o
 a

rra
n
g
e
m

e
n
t h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 m

a
d
e
 fo

r O
sw

a
ld

 to
 g

o
 

to
 M

e
xico

 C
ity. T

h
e
 in

te
rvie

w
e

r n
o

te
d
, "In

a
sm

u
ch

 a
s M

e
xico

 C
ity 

h
a
d
 n

o
t b

e
e
n
 m

e
n
tio

n
e
d
, sh

e
 w

a
s a

ske
d
 w

h
y sh

e h
a
d
 sa

id
 n

o
 a

rra
n
g
e
. 

m
e
n
ts

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 m

a
d
e
. . . S

h
e
 re

p
lie

d
 s

h
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 lo

o
k
in

g
 a

t 

te
le

visio
n
 th

e
 p

a
st fe

w
 d

a
ys a

n
d
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 o

r h
e
a
rd

 th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 

b
e
e
n
 in

 M
e
xico

 C
ity." L

a
te

r sh
e
 a

d
m

itte
d
 sh

e
 h

a
d
 kn

o
w

n
 a

b
o
u
t h

is 

visits to
 th

e
 C

u
b
a
n
 a

n
d
 R

u
ssia

n
 e

m
b
a
ssie

s. 

A
n
d
 ye

t, d
e
sp

ite
 h

e
r e

va
sio

n
s, it d

o
e
s a

p
p
e
a
r th

a
t M

a
rin

a
 w

a
s tryin

g
 

to
 co

n
ve

y th
e
 tru

th
, b

u
t in

 su
ch

 a
 w

a
y th

a
t sh

e
 co

ld
 a

vo
id

 g
e
ttin

g
 in

to
 

a
n
y tro

u
b
le

. O
n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 3

0
, w

h
e
n
 O

sw
a
ld

's a
tta

ck o
n
 W

a
lke

r still 

h
a

d
n

't b
e

e
n

 d
isco

ve
re

d
, sh

e
 to

ld
 th

e
 F

B
I th

a
t O

sw
a

ld
 h

a
d

 o
n

ce
 to

ld
 

h
e
r "H

itle
r n

e
e
d
e
d
 killin

g
," sin

ce
 b

y killin
g
 H

itle
r o

th
e
rs co

u
ld

 h
a
ve

 

b
e
e
n
 sa

ve
d
. B

u
t M

a
rin

a
 d

id
n
't m

e
n
tio

n
 th

e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 in

cid
e
n
t th

a
t h

a
d
 

in
sp

ire
d
 th

a
t re

m
a
rk u

n
til sh

e
 h

a
d
 to

—
a
fte

r th
e
 n

o
te

 O
sw

a
ld

 h
a
d
 le

ft 

her w
as discovered by the S

ecret S
ervice on D

ecem
ber 2

, tu
cke

d
 in

sid
e
  

h
e
r R

u
ssia

n
 "B

o
o
k o

f U
se

fu
l A

d
vice

." S
h
e
 th

e
n
 a

d
m

itte
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

to
ld

 h
e

r W
a

lke
r w

a
s th

e
 le

a
d

e
r o

f th
e

 fa
scist o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

 in
 D

a
lla

s 

"a
n
d
 it w

a
s b

e
st to

 re
m

o
ve

 h
im

." S
h
e
 e

xp
la

in
e
d
 th

a
t sh

e
 h

a
d
 sa

ve
d
 

th
e
 n

o
te

 so
 th

a
t sh

e
 co

u
ld

 th
re

a
te

n
 to

 ta
ke

 it to
 th

e
 p

o
lice

 if O
sw

a
ld

 

e
ve

r sp
o
ke

 o
f d

o
in

g
 su

ch
 a

 th
in

g
 a

g
a
in

. 
A

fte
r sh

e
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 in
 F

e
b

ru
a

ry, th
e

 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 la

w
ye

rs w
e
re

n
't sa

tisfie
d
 w

ith
 h

e
r te

stim
o
n
y. W

e
sle

y 3. 

L
ie

b
e
le

r th
o
u
g
h
t s

h
e
 m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
p
ro

x
im

a
tin

g
 th

e
 tru

th
 in

 

o
rd

e
r to

 te
ll th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

h
a
t sh

e
 b

e
lie

ve
d
 it w

a
n
te

d
 to

 h
e
a
r. O

n
 

th
e
 o

th
e
r h

a
n
d
, th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 se

e
m

e
d
 m

o
re

 re
a
d
y to

 h
e
a
r so

m
e
 

p
a
rts o

f h
e
r te

stim
o
n
y th

a
n
 o

th
e
rs. It p

re
fe

rre
d
 to

 b
e
lie

ve
, fo

r in
sta

n
ce

, 

th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 b
e
ca

m
e
 d

isillu
sio

n
e
d
 w

ith
 C

u
b
a
. 

In
 1

9
7
8
 M

a
rin

a
 e

xp
la

in
e
d
 th

e
 in

co
n
siste

n
cie

s in
 h

e
r te

stim
o
n
y w

h
e
n
 

sh
e
 a

p
p
e
a
re

d
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
s C

o
m

m
itte

e
: 

A
t the beginning, if it is p

o
ssib

le to
 u

n
d

erstan
d

 ... I am
 ju

st a h
u

m
an

 

b
ein

g
 an

d
 I d

id
 try to

 p
ro

tect L
eo

—
th

at w
as m

y n
atu

ral in
stin

ct th
at 

I follow
ed. S

o
m

e th
in

g
s I d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 talk ab
o

u
t b

ecau
se tried

 to
 

p
ro

tect L
ee. S

o
 th

ey can
 h

o
ld

 th
is ag

ain
st m

e, th
ere is n

o
th

in
g

 I can
 do 

about it. 
I h

ad
 to

 protect m
yself, too. I d

id
n

't h
ave an

y h
o

m
e to

 tu
rn

 b
ack to

. 

I w
as n

o
t elig

ib
le o

r q
u

alified
 to

 live rig
h

t h
ere so

 I
 really w

as trying C
O

 

save m
y skin

, to
 p

u
t it b

lu
n

tly, b
u

t it w
as n

o
t for the m

am
m

a that I w
as 

p
ro

tectin
g

 so
m

eb
o

d
y, th

at I w
as p

art o
f an

y crim
e. th

at is n
o

t so
. T

h
at 

w
as ju

st a very h
u

m
an

 m
istake th

at yo
u

 m
ake b

u
t it w

as n
o

t—
m

ayb
e 

leg
ally yo

u
 call th

is p
erju

ry, I d
o

n
't kn

o
w

. B
u

t it w
as n

o
t b

ecau
se I w

as 

a
fra

id
 th

a
t I m

ig
h

t b
e

tra
y

 s
o

m
e

 s
e

c
re

ts
 th

a
t I k

n
e

w
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 b
e

 

p
u

n
ish

ed
 fo

r ... I
 w

as not aw
are of the crim

e that he w
as planning and 

I am
 so

rry th
at all th

is h
ap

p
en

ed
 like th

e rest o
f u

s su
ffer. S

o
 I d

o
n

't 

th
in

k I can
 ad

d
 an

y m
o

re. 

It w
as w

ith
in

 th
is co

n
text th

at M
arin

a to
ld

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 a sto

ry 

th
at led

 to
 o

n
e o

f th
e earliest an

d
 m

o
st o

ften
 rep

eated
 th

eo
ries ab

o
u

t 

D
allas—

th
at o

n
 th

e n
ig

h
t b

efo
re th

e assassin
atio

n
 O

sw
ald

 b
eg

g
ed

 h
is 

w
ife to

 live w
ith

 h
im

 an
d

 sh
e refu

sed
. 

Q
. D

id your husband give any reason fo
r com

ing hom
e on Thursday? 

A
. H

e said
 th

at b
e w

as lo
n

ely b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
n

't co
m

e th
e p

reced
in

g
 

w
eeken

d
, an

d
 h

e w
an

ted
 to

 m
ake h

ia p
eace w

ith
 m

e. 

Q
. D

id
 yo

u
 say an

yth
in

g
 to

 h
im

 th
en

?
 

A
. H

e tried
 to

 talk to
 m

e b
u

t I w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t an
sw

er h
im

, an
d

 h
e w

as 

very upset. 
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sw
ald

's G
am

e 

Q
. W

ere you
 u

p
set w

ith
 h

im
? 

A
. I w

as an
gry, of cou

rse. H
e w

as n
ot an

gry—
h

e w
as u

p
set. I w

as 
an

gry. H
e tried

 very h
ard

 to p
lease m

e. H
e sp

en
t q

u
ite a b

it of tim
e 

p
u

ttin
g aw

ay d
iap

ers an
d

 p
layed

 w
ith

 th
e ch

ild
ren

 on
 th

e street. 
Q

. H
ow

 d
id

 you
 in

d
icate to h

im
 th

at you
 w

ere an
gry w

ith
 h

im
? 

A
. B

y n
ot talk

in
g to h

im
. 

Q
. A

n
d

 h
ow

 d
id

 b
e sh

ow
 th

at h
e w

as u
p

set? 
A

. H
e w

as upset over the fact that I w
ould not answ

er him
. H

e tried 
to start a conversation w

ith m
e several tim

es, but I w
ould not answ

er. 
A

n
d

 h
e said

 th
at h

e d
id

n
't w

an
t m

e to b
e an

gry at h
im

 b
ecau

se th
is 

upsets him
. 

O
n

 th
at d

ay, h
e su

ggested
 th

at w
e ren

t an
 ap

artm
en

t in
 D

allas. H
e 

said that he w
as tired of living alone and perhaps the reason for m

y being 
so an

gry w
as th

e fact th
at w

e w
ere n

ot livin
g togeth

er. T
h

at if I w
ain 

to he w
ould rent an apartm

ent in D
allas tom

orrow
—

that he didn't w
ant 

m
e to rem

ain w
ith R

uth any longer, but w
anted m

e to live w
ith him

 in 
D

allas. 
H

e repeated this not once but several tim
es, but I refused. A

nd he said 
that once again I w

as preferring m
y friends to him

, and that I didn't need 
h

im
. . .. A

n
d

 I told
 h

im
 to b

u
y m

e a w
ash

in
g m

ach
in

e, b
ecau

se tw
o 

ch
ild

ren
 it b

ecam
e too d

ifficu
lt to w

ash
 b

y hand. 
Q

. W
h

at d
id

 h
e say to th

at? 
A

. H
e said

 h
e w

ou
ld

 b
u

y m
e a w

ash
in

g m
ach

in
e. 

Q
. W

h
at d

id
 you

 say to th
at? 

A
. T

h
an

k
 you

. T
h

at it w
ou

ld
 b

e b
etter if h

e b
ou

gh
t som

eth
in

g for 
him

self—
that I w

ould m
anage. 

R
uth P

aine, w
ho saw

 them
 together that night, saw

 nothing of this. 
S

he thought they seem
ed "cordial," "friendly," and "w

arm
"—

"like 
a couple m

aking up after a sm
all spat." R

uth also testified that shortly 
after O

sw
ald's arrest, M

arina let her know
 she w

as bew
ildered and 

hurt that he should do such a thing w
hen just the night before he had 

talked of their getting an apartm
ent soon. 

M
arina later adm

itted to M
cM

illan that she had never asked her 
husband to buy her a w

ashing m
achine, and that it w

as L
ee w

ho had 
brought that subject up on N

ovem
ber zi. M

cM
illan concluded, "L

ee 
an

d
 M

arin
a d

id
 n

o
t fig

h
t th

at ev
en

in
g
 ab

o
u
t a w

ash
in

g
 m

ach
in

e." 
N

o
r, apparently, did they fight about anything else. W

hen M
arina 

appeared before the A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee and w
as questioned 

for perhaps the tw
entieth tim

e about the events of N
ovem

ber at, she 
show

ed her im
patience. S

he w
as asked w

hat her husband said to her 
w

hen he arrived. "D
id he say hello?" som

eone asked, and she replied, 
"Isn't is usually people say hello w

hen they see each other? P
robably." 
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B
u

t th
e w

ay sh
e even

tu
ally described that even

in
g w

as quite different 
from

 the story she had told in 1964: 

H
e w

as m
ore in [a] peaceful m

ood 	
. an

d
 w

as w
illin

g to listen
. 

W
ell, like, for exam

ple, if m
aybe before I w

ould say I w
ould like for 

u
s to b

e togeth
er, an

d
 h

e w
ou

d
l tell m

e to, oh
, ju

st stop
 d

ream
in

g, or 
just cut m

e off, or not listen at all, but now
 at least he w

as listening at 
w

h
at I h

ad
 to say... . 

(M
e w

ere looking forw
ard and talking about him

 renting [an] apart-
m

ent for us ... it w
as a very big im

position to live w
ith M

rs. P
aine, and 

I th
ou

gh
t w

e . 	
sh

ou
ld

 live as a fam
ily. . . . 

In the earlier version O
sw

ald had begged her to live w
ith him

 and 
sh

e had refused to listen; now
, it w

as M
arina w

ho w
as repeating her 

request that they be together, and O
sw

ald for the first tim
e seem

ed 
w

illing to hear her out. N
o w

onder, then, that she w
as bew

ildered and 
hurt w

hen he w
as arrested for the president's assassination the follow

-
ing day. osw

ald had led her on about their future together—
because, 

I b
eliev

e, h
e w

an
ted

 to
 en

su
re th

at sh
e w

o
u
ld

n
't g

u
ess w

h
at h

e 
p
lan

n
ed

 to
 d

o
 an

d
 tell R

u
th

, w
h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e in
stan

tly
 called

 th
e 

police. "Y
ou and your long tongue," O

sw
ald had once chided M

arina, 
"they alw

ays get us into trouble." It w
ould not have been the only 

instance that O
sw

ald had m
anipulated her sham

elessly to get w
hat h

e 
w

anted. 
M

arina's story w
as not entirely a fiction. M

cM
illan believes that 

O
sw

ald did in fact ask her to m
ove into an apartm

ent, not once but 
th

ree tim
es, an

d
 th

at each
 tim

e M
arin

a said
 n

o
, say

in
g
 th

at sh
e 

p
referred

 to w
ait until they had saved som

e m
oney. B

ut as M
cM

illan 
w

rote: 

H
e knew

 how
 to get h

is w
ife b

ack
—

in
d

eed
, h

e h
ad

 d
on

e so on
e year 

before w
hen she ran aw

ay from
 him

 and he w
anted her back in tim

e for 
T

hanksgiving at R
obert's on N

ovem
ber 21. 1962. H

ad L
ee, on N

ovem
-

ber 21. 1963, genuinely w
anted M

arina back, he knew
 how

 to arrange it 
—

the telephone call in advance, a little cajoling, believable tenderness. 
It seem

s a fair guess that, unhinged as he m
ust have been, L

ee still, on 
N

ovem
ber 21, knew

 how
 to obtain the answ

er "Y
es." 

T
h

e story th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as rejected

 by his w
ife on the eve of the 

assassination has been so w
idely accepted that it seem

s alm
ost per-

verse to challenge it. B
ut I believe M

arina's account w
as part of art 

understandable im
pulse to distance herself as m

u
ch

 as she could from
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the president's assassin. C
onsider the situation. O

n N
ovem

ber zt she 
knew

 tht her husband had attacked W
alker, that he continued to keep 

a rife, and that he w
as using an alias. If she told the C

om
m

ission she 
w

as still w
arm

 and friendly, how
 w

ould it look? H
ow

 did you treat 
him

 that night, M
rs. O

sw
ald? I w

as angry, of course; I w
ouldn't have  

anything to do w
ith him

. A
nd this w

as probably not even
 a calculated 

lie—
it just cam

e out that w
ay. It w

as not only a facesaving answ
er, 

it w
as probably also w

hat she fervently w
ished she had done, instead 

of falling for another one of O
sw

ald's deceptions. 
F

urtherm
ore, it w

as a story that w
as readily accepted and never 

questioned. It w
as exactly the kind of thing everyone w

anted to be. 
lieve—

that the assassin w
as such an obvious m

iscreant, even his ow
n 

w
ife spurned him

. It w
as R

uth P
aine w

ho w
arned the C

om
m

ission 
that if people thought that O

sw
ald w

as som
eone w

ho w
ould be in-

stantly recognized as a potential assassin, som
eone w

ho w
ould stand 

out in
 a crow

d as being unusual, then they didn't know
 this m

an and 
had no w

ay of recognizing such a person in the future. 
M

arina m
ay have reasoned that her m

arital relationship w
as not 

im
portant and not the C

om
m

ission's business—
as indeed it w

asn't, 
except insofar as it related to the cause of the assassination. B

ut by 
m

aintaining that she had coldly rejected O
sw

ald, she inadvertently 
distorted the perception of his m

otive. 

G
eorge de M

ohrenschildt's testim
ony to the C

om
m

ission reflected 
h
is o

w
n
 d

ifficu
lt situ

atio
n
. B

y
 th

e tim
e h

e ap
p
eared

, M
arin

a b
ad

 
revealed that he had guessed, after the fact, that O

sw
ald m

ight have 
been the unknow

n sniper w
ho shot at W

alker. (W
hen de M

ohren-
schildt and his w

ife had stopped by the O
sw

alds' apartm
ent a few

 days 
after the incident, G

eorge had said jokingly, "H
ow

 did it happen you 
m

issed?" B
oth M

arina and the de M
ohrenschildts reported that O

s-
w

ald had turned pale and quickly changed the subject.) In his m
anu-

script on O
sw

ald, de M
ohrenschildt confessed that because he had F

elt 
intim

idated and w
anted to clear his nam

e, he said untrue things about 
O

sw
ald in his testim

ony that he later regretted, such as that he w
as 

"a poor loser" w
ho w

as envious of other peoples' success and m
oney. 

H
e w

ro
te th

at h
e b

eliev
ed

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 fram

ed
: "L

ee, an
 ex

-
M

arine trained for organized m
urder, w

as capable of killing but [only] 
for a very strong ideological, m

otive or in self-defense." 
B

y coincidence, de M
ohrenschildt had know

n Janet A
uchincloss, 

Jacqueline K
ennedy's m

other, and Jackie herself as a child. D
e M

oh-
renschildt claim

ed that after he gave his testim
ony in W

ashington, he  

w
a s invited to the A

uchincloss house in G
eorgetow

n. H
e said that he 

suggested to Jackie's m
other that the fam

ily should finance a real 
investigation of K

ennedy's m
urder, because he doubted O

sw
ald's 

guilt, and that M
rs. A

uchincloss said, "H
e's dead, nothing can change 

th a t." D
e M

ohrenschildt then speculated that K
ennedy's relatives 

w
ay have suspected anti-C

astro C
ubans w

ere involved and didn't 
w

ant his death associated w
ith the B

ay of P
igs, "his biggest m

istake." 
D

espite that story there is reason to believe that de Iviohrenschildt 
actually felt guilty, perhaps believing that he m

ight have som
ehow

 
prevented K

ennedy's death. A
ccording to E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein, de 
M

ohrenschildt told a friend in H
ouston in 1964 that he had inadvert-

ently given M
arina the m

oney O
sw

ald used to buy his rifle. M
arina 

s upposedly said to him
, "R

em
em

ber the tw
enty-five dollars you gave 

m
e? W

ell, that fool husband of m
ine used it to buy a rifle." 

In 1961 de M
ohrenschildt revealed that he ow

ned one of the back- 
y

ard
 p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s sh
o

w
in

g
 O

sw
ald

 w
ith

 h
is rifle. H

is co
p

y
 h

ad
 a 

signed inscription on the back in O
sw

ald's hand, "T
o m

y dear friend 
G

eorge, from
 L

ee," w
ith a date w

ritten R
ussian-style: -"5/IV

/63"—
 

that is, A
pril 5, 1963, or five days before the W

alker shooting.` T
here 

w
as a second inscription in R

ussian that M
cM

illan believes M
arina 

w
rote: "H

unter of fascists ha-ha-hall!" D
e M

ohrenschildt explained 
that he had discovered this photograph am

ong his stored belongings 
w

hen he returned to D
allas in 1967 from

 H
aiti, w

here he and his w
ife 

had lived since M
ay 1963. H

e said that it w
as inside an unopened 

package of records M
arina had returned to him

 by m
ail shortly before 

the de M
ohrenschildts left T

exas that A
pril. B

ut w
hen M

arina w
as 

show
n this photograph during her A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee testi-

m
ony, she indicated that she had seen her husband show

 the picture 
to G

eorge, presum
ably in A

pril 1963. A
t that point in the transcript 

she seem
ed flustered, and the C

om
m

ittee didn't pursue the question 
further. In his m

anuscript de M
ohrenschildt w

rote that this photo-
graph dem

onstrated that O
sw

ald "m
ight have been considering hunt-

ing fascists—
and in his m

ind G
eneral W

alker w
as one—

but certainly 
not our P

resident K
ennedy." 

D
e M

otirenschikit also w
rote that the W

arren C
om

m
ission investi-

gation had virtually ruined his life. H
e claim

ed that he had lost w
ork 

because of the F
B

I's interest in him
 and that the subsequent conspir-

acy
 th

eo
ries p

ro
d

u
ced

 "stran
g

e id
io

cies"—
th

at h
e w

as O
sw

ald
's 

"C
IA

 handler," for exam
ple—

that m
ade him

 seem
 "controversial and 

even gruesom
ely threatening." H

e began getting strange phone calls. 
apparently from

 assassination buffs w
ho believed he w

as part of a C
IA
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conspiracy. (T
he A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee investigation found no 

evid
en

ce th
at h

e h
ad

 ever w
ork

ed
 for th

e C
IA

.) 
In later years, de M

ohrenschildt becam
e depressed and voluntarily 

underw
ent treatm

ent in a sanitarium
. In 1977, shortly before he w

as 
to b

e q
u

estion
ed

 b
y th

e A
ssassin

ation
s C

om
m

ittee, h
e fatally sh

ot 
him

self. 

O
ur perception of w

hat happened in D
allas w

as distorted, for sev-
eral reasons. Since O

sw
ald w

as highly secretive, his m
otivation had 

to be pieced together as one w
ould reassem

ble a shredded docum
ent. 

In 1963 his political m
otive w

as invisible, largely because the public 
lacked know

ledge of the context in w
hich h

e had operated—
it didn't 

know
 about the attem

pts to kill C
astro. If O

sw
ald w

ere alive and on 
trial today, he m

ight be seen as a revolutionary terrorist. 
A

nother circum
stance blocked our view

 of this event. T
he presi-

dent's m
urder had aroused W

ashington's fears of a dangerous interna-
tional crisis. A

s a result, the overriding concern of th
e official investi-

gation w
as to prevent the situation from

 getting out of control. A
s the 

C
h

u
rch

 com
m

ittee am
p

ly d
em

on
strated

, th
e C

IA
 an

d
 F

B
I d

ow
n

-
played the possibility of a C

uban connection from
 the beginning. 

A
t 5:oo P

.M
. on N

ovem
ber 23,1963, C

IA
 headquarters learned that 

th
e M

exican
 p

olice w
ere ab

ou
t to arrest S

ilvia D
u

ran
, th

e C
u

b
an

 
E

m
b

assy em
p

loyee w
h

o h
ad

 d
ealt w

ith
 O

sw
ald

. A
gen

cy p
erson

n
el 

telep
h

on
ed

 th
e M

exico station
 an

d
 ask

ed
 th

em
 to stop

 th
e arrest. 

A
fter discovering that this couldn't be done, R

ichard H
elm

s's deputy, 
T

hom
as K

aram
essines, cabled the station that her arrest "could jeop-

ardize U
.S. freedom

 of action on the w
hole question of C

uban respon-
sibility." W

hen the C
hurch com

m
ittee asked him

 about this statem
ent 

in 1976, K
aram

essines 

sp
ecu

lated
 th

at th
e C

IA
 feared

 th
e C

u
b

an
s w

ere resp
on

sib
le, an

d
 th

at 
D

u
ran

 m
igh

t reveal th
is d

u
rin

g an
 in

terrogation
. H

e fu
rth

er sp
ecu

lated
 

th
a

t if D
u

ra
n

 d
id

 p
o

ssess su
ch

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

, th
e C

IA
 a

n
d

 th
e U

.S
. 

G
overn

m
en

t w
ou

ld
 n

eed
 tim

e to react b
efore it cam

e to the attention 
of the public. 

O
n N

ovem
ber 24 the F

B
I legal attache in M

exico cabled headquar-
ters that the A

m
erican am

bassador there believed that the C
ubans 

w
ere unsophisticated and m

ilitant enough to have directed O
sw

ald's 
action, and he suggested that the bureau m

ight w
ant to poll its C

uban 
in

form
an

ts in
 th

e U
.S

. "
to con

firm
 or refu

te th
is th

eory."
 B

u
t in

 

W
ashington an F

B
I supervisor w

rote a note on the cablegram
: "N

ot 
desirable. W

ould serve to prom
ote rum

ors." T
his view

 w
as shared by 

the C
IA

 and the State D
epartm

ent. O
n N

ovem
ber 28 H

elm
s notified 

the C
IA

 in M
exico: 

For your p
rivate in

form
ation

, th
ere [is a] d

istin
ct feeling here in all th

ree 
agen

cies th
at A

m
b

assad
or is p

u
sh

in
g th

is case too h
ard

 ... an
d

 th
at w

e 
cou

ld
 w

ell create flap
 w

ith
 C

u
b

an
s w

h
ich

 cou
ld

 h
ave seriou

s rep
ercu

s-
sion

s. 

In the m
onths ahead, the C

IA
 repeatedly failed to follow

 up leads 
that seem

ed to point tow
ard direct C

uban involvem
ent. Its investiga-

tion of this area becam
e "passive in nature," as did that of the F

B
I. 

T
h

e C
IA

 an
d

 F
B

I h
ad

 b
oth

 lau
d

ab
le an

d self-serving reasons for 
w

rapping this case up quickly, like spoiled fish. E
ach w

as aw
are that 

a flap w
ith the C

ubans m
ight lead to a nuclear confrontation like the 

1962 rnissle crisis. B
ut at each agency, there w

ere private considera- 
tions as w

ell. 
J. E

dgar H
oover pushed for a quick solution. H

e w
as convinced 

that O
sw

ald acted a
lo

n
e. B

ut he w
as eager to avoid public criticism

 
that the bureau neglected its job by not keeping O

sw
ald under closer 

su
rveillan

ce after h
e retu

rn
ed

 form
 th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

. If a foreign
 

conspiracy w
ere found, the F

B
I w

ould look even w
orse. A

lthough he 
publicly defended the agents handling O

sw
ald's case. H

oover secretly 
disciplined seventeen em

ployees, including Jam
es H

osty, for not pur-
suing O

sw
ald m

ore aggressively. 
A

 full investigation of a possible C
uban involvem

ent m
ight have 

proved even m
ore em

barrassing to the C
IA

. W
arren C

om
m

ission 
m

em
ber A

llen D
ulles, w

ho resigned as the agency's director in 1961, 
knew

 about the M
afia plots and w

ithheld this inform
ation from

 the 
other m

em
bers. P

erhaps he reasoned that it w
asn't relevant, since 

th
ese p

lan
s en

d
ed

 w
ell b

efore th
e assm

sin
ation

. B
u

t th
e few

 C
IA

 
officials w

ho w
ere aw

are of the A
M

/L
A

SH
 operation took steps to 

m
ake sure that the C

om
m

ission never got w
ind of it. 

A
lthough the C

om
m

ission w
as kept in the dark, it seem

ed reluctant 
to raise the C

uban issue on its ow
n: C

astro's w
arning and O

sw
ald's 

alleged threat at the M
exico E

m
bassy w

ere om
itted from

 its report. 
E

ven fourteen years later the H
ouse A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee found 

this subject hot to the touch. W
ith rem

arkable frankness, its chief 
counsel, G

. R
obert B

lakey, has w
ritten that one reason the C

om
m

ittee 
form

ally concluded that C
uba w

as not involved in D
allas w

as that 
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"the C
om

m
ittee, as a responsible body of governm

ent, had an obliga-
tion to determ

ine that the C
uban governm

ent w
as not involved in the 

assassination, if it could not find convincing proof that it w
as." In 

other w
ords, if it co

u
ld

n
't p

ro
ve

 C
u
b
a
 w

a
s in

vo
lve

d
, it h

a
d
 to

 sa
y C

u
b
a
 

w
a
s n

o
t in

vo
lve

d
. 

B
la

ke
y w

a
s re

fe
rrin

g
 to

 th
e

 q
u

e
stio

n
 o

f d
ire

ct C
u

b
a

n
 re

sp
o

n
sib

ility, 
b

u
t th

e
 sa

m
e

 ru
le

 se
e

m
e
d

 to
 a

p
p
ly to

 th
e

 q
u

e
stio

n
 o

f in
d

ire
ct in

vo
lve

-
m

e
n

t, th
a

t is, C
a

stro
's in

flu
e

n
ce

 o
n

 O
sw

a
ld

, a
 p

o
ssib

ility th
a

t w
a

s 
n

e
ve

r d
iscu

sse
d

 in
 th

e
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
's re

p
o

rt. W
h

e
n

 m
e

m
b

e
rs o

f th
e

 
C

o
m

m
itte

e
 in

te
rvie

w
e

d
 C

a
stro

 a
n

d
 sh

o
w

e
d

 h
im

 th
e

 p
a

ssa
g

e
 in

 D
a

n
ie

l 
S

ch
o

rr's b
o

o
k d

e
a

lin
g

 w
ith

 th
e

 C
o

rn
e

r C
la

rk in
te

rvie
w

, C
a

stro
 d

e
n

ie
d

 
th

a
t O

sw
a

ld
 h

a
d

 th
re

a
te

n
e

d
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y a

t th
e

 C
u

b
a

n
 E

m
b

a
ssy. C

o
u

n
se

l 
B

la
ke

y d
id

n
't b

e
lie

ve
 h

im
—

h
e
 su

sp
e
cte

d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 p
ro

b
a
b
ly d

id
 

m
a

ke
 th

e
 th

re
a

t a
n

d
 th

a
t C

a
stro

 fe
lt it w

a
s in

 C
u

b
a

's in
te

re
st to

 d
e

n
y 

it. B
u
t th

e
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 n

o
t o

n
ly d

e
cid

e
d
 to

 a
cce

p
t C

a
stro

's d
e
n
ia

l, it 
w

e
n
t fu

rth
e
r. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 its

 re
p
o
rt d

is
c
u
s
s
e
d
 C

a
s
tro

's
 w

a
rn

in
g
 a

n
d
 

O
s
w

a
ld

's
 a

lle
g

e
d

 th
re

a
t a

 fe
w

 w
e

e
k
s
 la

te
r, it s

a
id

 n
o

th
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

S
c
h
o
rr's

 th
e
o
ry

 th
a
t th

e
 o

n
e
 e

v
e
n
t in

s
p
ire

d
 th

e
 o

th
e
r. T

h
e
 re

p
o
rt 

d
id

n
't m

e
n

tio
n

 th
a

t C
a

s
tro

's
 w

a
rn

in
g

 a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 in

 O
s
w

a
ld

's
 lo

c
a

l 
n

e
w

s
p

a
p

e
rs

. M
o

re
o

v
e

r, th
e

 re
p

o
rt d

e
a

lt w
ith

 th
e

 w
a

rn
in

g
 a

n
d

 th
e

 
th

re
a

t in
 se

p
a

ra
te

 se
ctio

n
s, th

u
s strip

p
in

g
 a

w
a

y th
e

 co
n

n
e

ctive
 tissu

e
 

th
a
t w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 p

ro
vid

e
d
 b

y a
 sim

p
le

 ch
ro

n
o
lo

g
y. 

F
in

a
lly, th

e
re

 m
a
y b

e
 o

n
e
 o

th
e
r re

a
so

n
 th

a
t o

u
r p

e
rce

p
tio

n
 o

f D
a
lla

s 
w

a
s fla

w
e
d
. A

fte
r a

 tra
u
m

a
tic e

ve
n
t, p

e
o
p
le

 n
a
tu

ra
lly se

e
k a

 re
a
ssu

r-
in

g
 e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

, n
o

t o
n

e
 th

a
t is d

istu
rb

in
g
 o

r p
a
in

fu
l. T

o believe that 
L

ee O
sw

ald w
as a drifter w

ith no m
otive or the victim

 of a high-level 
conspiracy is easier to bear than the idea that A

m
erican-backed m

ur-
der plots helped bring about the assassination of P

resident K
ennedy. 

1
7

. • . C
on

sp
iracy T

h
in

k
in

g: 
B

est 
E

viden
ce 

an
d

 O
th

er T
h

eo-
ries 

It is w
iser, I believe, to arrive at theory by w

ay of the evidence 
rath

er th
an

 th
e o

th
er w

ay aro
u

n
d

. . . It is m
o

re rew
ard

in
g

, 
in

 an
y case, to

 assem
b

le th
e facts first an

d
, in

 th
c p

ro
cess o

f 
arran

g
in

g
 th

em
 in

 n
arrative fo

rm
, to

 d
isco

ver a th
eo

ry o
r a 

h
isto

rical g
en

eralizatio
n

 em
erg

in
g

 o
f its o

w
n

 acco
rd

. 

The very process of transform
ing a collection of personalities, 

dates, gun calibers, letters, and speeches into a narrative even-
tu

ally fo
rces th

c "w
h

y" to
 th

e su
rface. It w

ill em
erg

e o
f itself 

one fine day from
 the story of w

hat happened. It w
ill suddenly 

appear and tap one on the shoulder, but not if one chases after 
it first, b

efo
re one know

s w
hat happened. Then it w

ill elude one 
forever. 

—
B

arbara W
. Tuchrnan, F

ractio
n

; H
isto

ry 

B
U

IL
D

IN
G

 a co
n

sp
ira

cy th
e

o
ry is easy. O

ne m
ight say, it's w

hat the 
m

ind does best. C
onsider this hypothetical exam

ple. A
ccording to a 

1982 A
B

C
 television docum

entary, J. E
dgar H

oover once spoiled an 
im

portant investigation of Soviet espionage by publicizing the case too 
soon. A

nd for years H
oover put his faith in a Soviet defector w

ho later 
turned out to be a phony, a K

G
B

 plant. A
fter a p

a
tte

rn
 su

ch
 a

s th
is 

h
a
s b

e
e
n
 n

o
tice

d
, a

d
d
itio

n
a
l in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 te

n
d
s to

 be filtered through 
the screen of that pattern. T

hus, if one exam
ined H

oover's career in 
...2
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I 

d
e

ta
il, o

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 u
n

d
o

u
b

te
d

ly fin
d

 o
th

e
r in

sta
n

ce
s in

 w
h

ich
 d

e
cisio

n
s 

h
e
 m

a
d
e
 tu

rn
e
d
 o

u
t b

a
d
ly a

n
d
 h

e
lp

e
d
 th

e
 S

o
vie

t ca
u
se

. U
p
o
n
 su

ch
 

d
o
cu

m
e
n
te

d
 e

vid
e
n
ce

 o
n
e
 m

ig
h
t b

u
ild

 a
 th

e
o
ry th

a
t H

o
o
ve

r w
a
s a

 
h

ig
h

-le
ve

l m
o

le
 w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r th
e

 K
G

B
. B

u
t to

 m
a

ke
 th

e
 th

e
o

ry stick, 
o
n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 to

 ig
n
o
re

 tw
o

 th
in

g
s
: a

lte
rn

a
tiv

e
 e

x
p
la

n
a
tio

n
s
 fo

r 

th
o

se
 "p

ro
-S

o
vie

t" a
ctio

n
s (p

u
b

licity se
e

kin
g

, b
a

d
 ju

d
g

m
e

n
t), a

n
d

 th
e

 
e
n

tire
 c

o
n

te
x
t, th

a
t is

, e
v
e
ry

th
in

g
 e

ls
e

 w
e

 k
n

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t J
. E

d
g

a
r 

H
o
o
ve

r. S
till, th

e
 n

o
tio

n
 th

a
t H

o
o
ve

r m
ig

h
t h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 a

 K
G

B
 a

g
e
n
t 

is titilla
tin

g
—

a
n
d
 w

h
o
 ca

n
 p

ro
ve

 th
a
t h

e
 w

a
sn

't?
 A

ll th
e
 co

n
sp

ira
cy 

b
o

o
ks a

b
o

u
t D

a
lla

s a
re

 co
n

stru
cte

d
 in

 th
is w

a
y. 

T
h

e
 p

a
p

e
rb

a
c
k
 e

d
itio

n
 o

f D
a

v
id

 S
. L

ifto
n

's
 
B

e
s

t E
v

id
e

n
c

e
 

cite
s 

re
vie

w
s th

a
t ca

lle
d
 th

e
 b

o
o
k "a

 m
e
ticu

lo
u
sly d

e
ta

ile
d
 d

e
te

ctive
 sto

ry," 
"rig

o
ro

u
s
ly

 d
o

c
u

m
e

n
te

d
." T

h
e

 a
u

th
o

r's
 th

e
o

ry
 b

e
g

a
n

. h
e

 te
lls

 u
s
, 

w
h

e
n

 h
e

 sa
w

 th
e

 Z
a

p
ru

d
e

r film
 o

f th
e

 a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

 fo
r th

e
 first tim

e
 

a
n

d
 sa

w
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y's b

o
d

y fa
ll vio

le
n

tly b
a

ckw
a

rd
 a

n
d

 to
 th

e
 le

ft a
fte

r 
th

e
 fa

ta
l h

e
a
d
 sh

o
t. H

a
vin

g
 b

e
e
n
 a

 p
h

ysics m
a

jo
r, L

ifto
n

 u
n

d
e

rsto
o

d
 

N
e
w

to
n
's

 la
w

s
. H

e
 c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 b

a
c
k
w

a
rd

 m
o
v
e
m

e
n
t o

f 
K

e
n

n
e

d
y's b

o
d

y co
u

ld
 o

n
ly b

e
 e

xp
la

in
e

d
 b

y a
 b

u
lle

t strikin
g

 h
im

 fro
m

 
th

e
 o

p
p

o
s
ite

 d
ire

c
tio

n
—

th
e

 d
ire

c
tio

n
 o

f a
 g

ra
s
s
y
 k

n
o

ll w
e

s
t o

f th
e

 
D

e
p
o
s
ito

ry
. M

a
n
y
 e

a
rw

itn
e
s
s
e
s
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
 s

h
o
ts

 c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 th

is
 

k
n
o
ll, a

n
d
 s

o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 d

o
c
to

rs
 w

h
o
 e

x
a
m

in
e
d
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 in

 D
a
lla

s
 

d
e
s
c
rib

e
d
 w

o
u
n
d
s
 c

o
n
s
is

te
n
t w

ith
 a

 s
h
o
t fro

m
 th

e
 fro

n
t. Y

e
t th

e
 

a
u
to

p
sy X

 ra
ys a

n
d
 re

p
o
rt cle

a
rly in

d
ica

te
d
 th

a
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s stru

ck 
o
n
ly

 fro
m

 th
e
 re

a
r. H

o
w

 c
o
u
ld

 th
is

 b
e
?
 

U
n
a
b
le

 to
 a

c
c
e
p
t th

a
t th

e
 g

ra
s
s
y
 k

n
o
ll th

e
o
ry

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 w

ro
n
g
, 

L
ifto

n
 re

co
n
cile

d
 th

e
 co

n
flictin

g
 ve

rsio
n
s in

 a
n
 o

rig
in

a
l m

a
n
n
e
r. H

e
 

d
e
cid

e
d
 b

o
th

 ve
rsio

n
s w

e
re

 tru
e
: th

e
 D

a
lla

s w
itn

e
sse

s w
e
re

 rig
h
t a

n
d
 

so
 w

e
re

 th
e
 a

u
to

p
sy su

rg
e
o
n
s—

th
e
y sa

w
 d

iffe
re

n
t th

in
g
s 

b
ecau

se 

s
o

m
e
o

n
e
 a

lte
re

d
 th

e
 p

re
s
id

e
n

t's
 b

o
d

y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 a

u
to

p
s
y
. 

S
ta

te
d
 b

a
ld

ly, L
itto

n
's th

e
o
ry is p

re
p
o
ste

ro
u
s. H

e
 co

n
te

n
d
s th

a
t a

ll 
th

e
 b

u
lle

ts th
a
t stru

ck K
e
n
n
e
d
y w

e
re

 fire
d
 fro

m
 th

e
 fro

n
t, a

n
d
 th

a
t 

to
 co

n
ce

a
l th

is F
a
ct a

 la
rg

e
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f u
n
n
a
m

e
d
 co

n
sp

ira
to

rs m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to
 ste

a
l K

e
n

n
e

d
y's b

o
d

y fro
m

 its ca
ske

t a
b

o
a

rd
 A

ir F
o

rc
e

 O
n

e
. slip

 it 
a

b
o

a
rd

 a
 h

e
lico

p
te

r a
fte

r th
e

 p
re

sid
e

n
t's p

la
n

e
 re

a
ch

e
d

 W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
, 

a
lte

r th
e
 b

o
d
y so

 th
a
t it a

p
p
e
a
re

d
 th

a
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s sh

o
t fro

m
 th

e
 re

a
r 

b
y O

sw
a

ld
, a

n
d

 th
e

n
 sn

e
a

k th
e

 a
lte

re
d

 b
o

d
y in

to
 B

e
th

e
sd

a
 N

a
va

l 
H

o
sp

ita
l fo

r th
e

 o
fficia

l a
u

to
p

sy. T
h

a
t m

u
ch

 is co
m

p
le

x e
n

o
u

g
h

, b
u

t 
a
fte

r L
ifto

n
 b

e
g
a
n
 in

te
rvie

w
in

g
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

t B
e
th

e
sd

a
 

H
o

sp
ita

l th
a

t n
ig

h
t h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 n

e
w

 co
n

flicts in
 th

e
 te

stim
o

n
y. M

o
st o

f 

th
e

 w
itn

e
sse

s sa
id

 th
e
 b

o
d
y a

rrive
d
 in

 a
n
 e

xp
e
n
sive

 ca
ske

t, a
n
d
 w

a
s 

w
ra

p
p

e
d

 in
 a

 sh
e

e
t w

ith
 a

 p
la

stic m
a

ttre
ss co

ve
r la

id
 u

n
d

e
rn

e
a

th
. T

h
is  

w
a

s h
o

w
 th

e
 b

o
d

y le
ft D

a
lla

s. B
u

t th
re

e
 h

o
sp

ita
l e

m
p

lo
ye

e
s th

o
u

g
h

t 
th

e
y re

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 se

e
in

g
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y's b

o
d

y a
rrive

 w
ra

p
p

e
d

 in
 a

 b
o

d
y 

b
a

g
 in

sid
e

 a
 p

la
in

e
r ca

ske
t. M

o
st w

itn
e

sse
s p

u
t th

e
 tim

e
 o

f a
rriva

l a
t 

a
b
o
u
t 7

:1
5
, b

u
t o

n
e
 w

ritte
n
 re

p
o
rt sa

id
 8

 o
'clo

ck. A
s h

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
fo

re
, 

L
ifto

n
 n

o
w

 a
tte

m
p

te
d

 to
 re

co
n

cile
 th

e
se

 d
iffe

re
n

ce
s. A

s h
e

 p
u

t it, 
"H

a
d

 th
is b

e
e

n
 a

n
 o

rd
in

a
ry ca

se
, th

e
 ch

o
ice

 o
f w

h
ich

 w
itn

e
sse

s to
 

b
e
lie

ve
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 le

ft to
 th

e
 ju

ry. B
u
t th

is w
a
s n

o
 o

rd
in

a
ry 

case." H
e

 d
e

cid
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 b

o
d

y m
u

st h
a

ve
 e

n
te

re
d

 th
e

 h
o

sp
ita

l tw
ice 

—
o

n
ce

 in
 th

e
 p

la
in

 co
ffin

/b
o

d
y b

a
g

, a
n

d
 la

te
r in

 th
e

 b
ro

n
ze

 co
ffin

/-
sh

e
e
t. T

h
is is co

m
p
a
ra

b
le

 to
 sa

yin
g
 th

a
t if so

m
e
 w

itn
e
sse

s sa
y th

e
 

ro
b

b
e

r w
o

re
 a

 b
la

ck h
a

t a
n

d
 o

th
e

rs sa
y h

e
 w

o
re

 a
 re

d
 h

a
t, th

e
re

 m
u

st 
h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 tw
o

 ro
b

b
e

rie
s. 

B
u
t h

o
w

 co
u
ld

 w
itn

e
sse

s re
ca

ll a
 b

o
d
y b

a
g
, if th

e
re

 w
a
sn

't o
n
e
?
 

E
liza

b
e
th

 L
o
ftu

s is a
 p

sych
o
lo

g
ist w

h
o
 sp

e
cia

lize
s in

 e
ye

w
itn

e
ss te

sti-
m

o
n
y. L

o
ftu

s sa
ys, "N

o
 m

a
tte

r h
o
w

 w
e
ll m

e
a
n
in

g
 o

r h
o
w

 w
e
ll tra

in
e
d
 

observers are, there are w
ays to m

ake people see, hear, and even sm
ell 

th
in

g
s th

a
t n

e
ve

r w
e
re

." O
ve

r tim
e
, sh

e
 e

xp
la

in
s, m

e
m

o
ry d

o
e
sn

't 

fade, it g
ro

w
s. "W

h
a
t m

a
y fa

d
e
 is th

e
 in

itia
l p

e
rce

p
tio

n
, th

e
 a

ctu
a
l 

e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

 o
f th

e
 e

ve
n
ts. B

u
t e

ve
ry tim

e
 w

e
 re

ca
ll a

n
 e

ve
n
t w

e
 m

u
st 

re
co

n
stru

ct th
e
 m

e
m

o
ry, a

n
d
 so

 e
a
ch

 tim
e
 it is ch

a
n
g
e
d
—

co
lo

re
d
 b

y 
su

cce
e

d
in

g
 e

ve
n

ts, in
cre

a
se

d
 u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

in
g

, a
 n

e
w

 co
n

te
xt, su

g
g

e
s-

tio
n

s b
y o

th
e

rs, o
th

e
r p

e
o

p
le

's re
co

lle
ctio

n
s. W

e
 ca

n
 g

e
t p

e
o

p
le

 to
 

co
n
ju

re
 u

p
 d

e
ta

ils th
a
t a

re
 p

u
re

 fa
n
ta

sy." 
W

h
e
n
 L

a
d
y B

ird
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 te

stifie
d
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, 

sh
e
 vivid

ly d
e
scrib

e
d
 a

sce
n
d
in

g
 a

n
d
 d

e
sce

n
d
in

g
 a

 flig
h
t o

f sta
irs w

h
e
n
 

sh
e

 w
e

n
t to

 p
a

y h
e

r co
n

d
o

le
n

ce
s to

 Ja
cq

u
e

lin
e

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y a
t th

e
 D

a
lla

s 
h

o
sp

ita
l, B

u
t th

e
re

 w
e

re
 n

o
 sta

irs—
th

e
 tw

o
 w

o
m

e
n

 w
e

re
 o

n
 th

e
 sa

m
e

 
flo

o
r. M

rs. Jo
h

n
so

n
 h

a
d

 a
p

p
a

re
n

tly co
n

fu
se

d
 th

is in
cid

e
n

t w
ith

 a
n

-
o
th

e
r—

w
h
e
n
 sh

e
 w

e
n
t u

p
sta

irs to
 visit M

rs. C
o
n
n
a
lly. 

T
h
e
 first w

itn
e
ss w

h
o
 re

m
e
m

b
e
re

d
 a

 b
o
d
y b

a
g
, P

a
u
l O

'C
o
n
n
o
r, to

ld
 

L
ifto

n
 h

is sto
ry th

irte
e
n
 ye

a
rs a

fte
r th

e
 e

ve
n
t. D

u
rin

g
 th

e
 in

te
rve

n
in

g
 

tim
e
, b

o
d
y b

a
g
s h

a
d
 b

e
e

n
 sh

o
w

n
 re

p
e
a
te

d
ly in

 n
e
w

sca
sts o

u
t o

f V
ie

t-
n
a
m

. In
 h

is re
co

n
stru

ctio
n
, O

'C
o
n
n
o
r m

a
y h

a
ve

 tra
n
sm

u
te

d
 th

e
 p

la
s-

tic m
a
ttre

ss co
ve

r in
to

 a
 b

o
d
y b

a
g
, o

r h
e
 m

a
y h

a
ve

 co
n
fu

se
d
 tw

o
 

se
p

a
ra

te
 e

ve
n

ts. L
ifto

n
 w

a
s a

b
le

 to
 fin

d
 tw

o
 o

th
e

r w
itn

e
sse

s w
h

o
 

"re
m

e
m

b
e
re

d
" a

 b
o
d
y b

a
g
 a

n
d
/o

r ch
e
a
p
 ca

ske
t, b

u
t o

n
ly a

fte
r h

e
 

a
ske

d
 th

e
m

 le
a
d
in

g
 q

u
e
stio

n
s. F

o
r in

sta
n
ce

, 

L
IM

N
: 	

. w
a

s
 h

e
 in

 any k
in

d
 o

f b
a
g

 o
r a

n
y
th

in
g

, o
r in

 a
 s

h
e
e
t?

 
R

U
B

E
; I th

in
k

 h
e w

as in
 a b

o
d

y b
ag

. 



22-8 ... O
sw

ald's G
am

e 

R
eibe said that his recollection w

as "vague." 
L

itton knew
, of course, that m

em
ories fade and that w

itnesses m
ake 

m
istakes. B

ut he apparently never realized how
 often w

itnesses recall 
im

ages they never saw
—

nor did I, until I read B
est E

vidence. 
T

his 
failing leads him

 into extending the labyrinth of his theory, tim
e after 

tim
e: 

I found O
'C

onnor perfectly credible w
hen he said the throat w

ound w
as 

unsutured w
hen the body arrived. I also found E

bersole credible w
hen 

he said it w
ar sutured at w

hat he thought w
as the outset of the autopsy. 

I thought they m
ade their observations at different tim

es. 

S
im

ilarly, the chief of surgery at B
ethesda recalled seeing an intact 

bullet "roll out from
 the clothing of P

resident K
ennedy and onto the 

autopsy table." N
obody else saw

 this, and it is beyond dispute that 
K

ennedy's body w
as unclothed. Y

et L
itton accepted this testim

ony 
and used it to build another corridor in his theory. H

e concluded that 
the bullet the chief "saw

" m
ust have been the sam

e bullet the con-
spirators had earlier planted on a hospital stretcher in D

allas (before 
they changed their plans, brought the bullet to B

ethesda, then decided 
to go w

ith their original plan). 
In T

he M
echanism

 of M
ind E

dw
ard de B

ono has said, "Ideas m
ust 

advance and if they m
iss the right direction they m

ove further and 
further in the w

rong direction." D
e B

ono w
as describing the w

eak-
n
esses o

f w
h
at h

e calls v
ertical th

in
k
in

g
, w

h
ich

 h
e d

efin
ed

 as th
e 

sequential developm
ent of a particular pattern. A

s soon as a pattern 
is recognized, it provides the fram

ew
ork for processing incom

ing 
inform

ation. T
he established pattern in fact selects the new

 inform
a-

tion. T
his m

ethod of thinking is extrem
ely efficient w

hen the p
erceiv

ed
 

p
attern

 co
in

cid
es w

ith
 reality

. B
u
t w

h
en

 it d
o
esn

't, it lead
s to

 th
e 

creation of a m
yth. 

W
hen a perceived pattern is firm

ly established, alternative explana-
tions are ignored or rejected. If K

ennedy w
as struck from

 the rear, 
w

hy w
as his body propelled backw

ard? T
hree alternative explanations 

h
av

e b
een

 g
iv

en
, n

o
n
e o

f w
h
ich

 v
io

lates th
e law

s o
f p

h
y
sics: (r) 

N
europathologist R

ichard L
indenburg told the R

ockefeller C
om

m
is-

sion that the m
ovem

ent could have been caused by a violent neuro-
m

uscular reaction resulting from
 "m

ajor dam
age inflicted to the nerve 

cen
ters in

 th
e b

rain
." (a) P

h
y
sicist L

u
is A

lv
arez ex

p
en

m
en

ted
 b

y
 

firing a rifle into m
elons w

rapped w
ith tape. E

ach tim
e, the m

elon w
as 

propelled backw
ard in the direction of the rifle. A

lvarez cited the law
 

C
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vidence an
d
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h

carica ... 229 

of conservation of m
om

entum
—

as the contents of the m
elon w

ere 
driven forw

ard and out by the force of the bullet, an oppoS
ite force 

w
as created sim

ilar to the thrust of a jet engine, propelling the m
elon 

in the opposite direction. (3) In a docum
entary on the assassin

atio
n
, 

C
B

S
 pointed out that the Z

apruder film
 show

ed M
rs. K

ennedy touch-
ing her husband's left arm

 at the m
om

ent the fatal bullet struck, and 
th

at in
 h

er sh
o
ck

ed
 reactio

n
 sh

e m
ay

 h
av

e cau
sed

 th
e p

resid
en

t's 
backw

ard m
ovem

ent by a pressure on his arm
. A

ny of these explana-
tions, or a com

bination of any of them
, m

ight explain the backw
ard 

m
otion. 

W
hen L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald's body w

as exhum
ed in O

ctober 1981, 
reexam

ined by pathologists, and reburied, a conspiracy theory put 
forw

ard by B
ritish author M

ichael E
ddow

es w
as buried w

ith it. In a 
book called T

he O
sw

ald F
ile E

ddow
es had argued that the m

an killed 
by Jack R

uby w
as not L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald but a R

ussian im
postor. 

E
ddow

es's theory w
as never very popular, but since it has now

 been 
conclusively disproved, it m

ay serve as an undisputed exam
ple of the 

w
ay a conspiracy theory can go w

rong. 
T

here is usually a predisposition tow
ard a certain point of view

. T
he 

introduction to E
ddow

es's book says that the author had suspected 
R

ussian involvem
ent even before he began investigating the assassina-

tion. W
hen the W

arren H
earings and E

xhibits w
ere published, E

d-
dow

es and several assistants began looking for evidence to support his 
suspicions—

and found it. A
s it alw

ays happens in conspiracy theories, 
E

ddow
es ignored the larger pattern of O

sw
ald's life an

d
 zoom

ed in 
on som

e tiny but puzzling anom
alies in the record. Just before O

sw
ald 

left the M
arines in 1959, his height w

as m
easured tw

ice—
once by a 

doctor—
and recorded each tim

e as 51r. Y
et after O

sw
ald w

as ar-
rested in D

allas, his height w
as m

easured as 5'91', and the autopsy 
rep

o
rt later reco

rd
ed

 h
is h

eig
h
t as 5

'9
". F

u
rth

erm
o
re, at ag

e six
 

O
sw

ald had undergone a m
astoidechtom

y, and the M
arine m

edical 
records noted the resulting scar behind his left ear. B

ut the postm
or-

tem
 on O

sw
ald didn't m

ention a m
astoidechtom

y scar. (In conspiracy 
theories, people don't m

ake m
istakes.) T

here w
as m

ore. O
sw

ald's 
brothers noticed changes in his appearance after his stay in R

ussia: 
thinner hair, a ruddier com

plexion, a slim
m

er build. A
sked about this 

difference, John P
ic testified, "I w

ould never have recognized him
, 

s ir." P
ic also noticed that, after com

ing back, L
ee referred to him

 for 
the first tim

e as his half-brother. O
f course, P

ic knew
 perfectly w

ell 
th

at th
e m

an
 w

as O
sw

ald. but on the basis of these inconsistencies 
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E
d
d
o
w

es co
n
stru

cted
 a th

eo
ry

 th
at th

e m
an

 w
h
o
 retu

rn
ed

 fro
m

 
R

ussia w
asn't the young defector but a shorter R

ussian look-alike 
w

ho w
as w

orking for the K
G

B
. 

O
nce this theory w

as in place, everything else w
as interpreted to fit 

it. O
sw

ald's M
arine C

orps fingerprints inconveniently m
atched those 

of the m
an killed in D

allas. U
ndeterred, E

ddow
es concluded that the 

K
G

B
 m

ust have som
ehow

 replaced the authentic O
sw

ald's finger-
prints in the M

arine files w
ith those of the R

ussian. B
ut the results 

o
f th

e ex
h
u
m

atio
n
 p

ro
v
e th

at E
d
d
o
w

es w
as w

ro
n
g
. T

h
e team

 o
f 

pathologists unanim
ously concluded that the body in O

sw
ald's grave 

w
as beyond all doubt that of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. T

he dental X
 rays 

m
atched, and they located the m

astoidectom
y scar the original au-

topsy surgeons had overlooked. 
A

lthough the solutions proposed by L
ifton and E

ddow
es are m

ore 
farfetched than som

e, they use the sam
e style of reasoning found in 

other conspiracy books. A
ll these theories are based on unexplained 

d
iscrep

an
cies in

 th
e reco

rd
. A

s in
 th

e J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er an

alo
g
y
, 

alternative explanations and the overall pattern of the evidence are 
given little attention, if any. 

S
ignificantly, in these books, O

sw
ald is alm

ost alw
ays offstage. 

L
ifton scarcely m

ention him
. E

ddow
es left him

 trapped in R
ussia, not 

even present at the m
urder scene. T

he odd thing is, w
e never get a 

good view
 of O

sw
ald in the other conspiracy books, either. T

his is 
their m

ajor flaw
, for although it is easy to point to anom

alies in the 
m

o
u
n
tain

 o
f ev

id
en

ce th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 accu

m
u
lated

, it is 
som

ething else again to w
eave those anom

alies in
to

 a credible scenario 
that illustrates how

 a conspiracy m
ight actually have been carried out. 

T
he few

 authors w
ho have attem

pted to do so have presented stories 
that are grotesquely im

probable. 
In

 B
e
tra

y
a
l, 

for instance, R
obert D

. M
orrow

 casts O
sw

ald as an 
A

m
erican intelligence agent w

ho w
as sent to R

ussia as a bogus defec-
tor. O

n returning to this country, he continued his clandestine w
ork, 

tak
in

g
 o

rd
ers fro

m
 Jack

 R
u
b
y
, th

e C
IA

, an
d
 an

 an
ti-C

astro
 g

ro
u
p
 

w
hile w

orking as an F
B

I inform
er on th

e side. A
m

ong other things, 
O

sw
ald w

as supposedly directed to fire a shot over G
eneral W

alker's 
head and to establish a left-w

ing reputation by w
riting letters to the 

C
om

m
unist party and m

aking him
self conspicuous at an A

C
L

U
 m

eet-
ing. O

n N
ovem

ber 2
2
, according to M

orrow
, O

sw
ald com

pleted his 
last assignm

ent: bringing his rifle to the D
epository and arranging a 

sniper's nest on the sixth floor. A
fter neatly stacking a pile of boxes 

n
ear th

e w
in

d
o
w

, "O
sw

ald
 w

en
t to

 th
e m

en
's ro

o
m

 o
n
 th

e seco
n
d
 

C
on

sp
iracy T

h
iak

in
g 

B
ag 

E
viden

ce an
d

 O
th

er T
h

eories,/., i31./ a  

floor, opened the w
indow

 slightly, and sat quietly in a stall to w
ait." 

H
aving explained O

sw
ald's w

hereabouts at the critical m
om

ent, M
or-

row
 now

 faced another hurdle—
O

sw
ald w

as arrested w
ith the T

ippit 
m

urder w
eapon in his hand. H

ow
 to explain this? A

s M
orrow

 tells it, 
an O

sw
ald look-alike shot T

ippit w
ith a sim

ilar gun, after w
hich the 

team
 of conspirators arranged for the gun, bullets, an

d
 shell casings 

to be sw
itched—

by Jack R
uby, the F

B
I, and the D

allas police, respec- 
tively. 

M
ost conspiracists w

isely eschew
 the narrative m

ethod. M
y point 

is that the w
ild im

plausibilities in B
e
tra

y
a
l a

re
 im

p
lic

it in every other 
conspiracy book. If the others seem

 m
ore persuasive, it is largely 

because they do not present a scenario of the events, but sim
ply point 

to one suspicious-looking anom
aly after another. T

he reader w
ill 

understand the difficulty these w
riters have sidestepped if he or she 

tries to invent a story that explains w
hy an in

n
o

cen
t O

sw
ald w

ent to 
Irving for "curtain rods," left his w

edding ring behind the next m
orn-

ing, brought a package into the D
epository, and so on. B

ecause the 
evidence against O

sw
ald is strong, any detailed reconstruction that 

argues a fram
e-up w

ill inevitably sound less plausible than one that 
argues his guilt. 

It is not surprising, then, that m
ost conspiracists now

 concede tht 
O

sw
ald w

as at least in
vo

lved
 

in the assassination. B
ut they contend 

that he w
as the instrum

ent of others, typically a renegade elem
ent of 

U
.S

. intelligence, anti-C
astro activists, or the M

afia. T
his hypothesis 

also lacks a credible story line, m
ainly because its proponents im

ply 
that O

sw
ald w

as either a closet right-w
inger w

ho participated w
ill-

ingly or a gullible M
arxist w

ho w
as tricked into it. T

hese w
riters turn 

aside the plentiful evidence about O
sw

ald's politics and nature and 
create, by im

plication, a different person entirely. A
s before, M

orrow
 

m
ade the problem

 explicit w
hen he tried to illum

inate O
sw

ald's m
oti-

vations for his "intelligence w
ork": 

If O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 an

y m
isgivin

gs ab
ou

t th
e th

in
gs h

e w
as ask

ed
 to d

o h
e 

p
u

t th
em

 asid
e, p

leased
 to b

e gain
fu

lly em
p

loyed
 an

d
 ab

le to d
o th

in
gs 

for M
arin

a. B
izarre as som

e of h
is assign

m
en

ts w
ere, h

e coop
erated

 
w

ith
ou

t q
u

estion
. 

T
his is not L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, but a fictional character. 

V
irtually every argum

ent the critics m
ake looks w

eak w
hen its 

hidden im
plications are stated openly. F

or exam
ple, m

any w
riters 

suspect that som
eone im

personated O
sw

ald at the C
uban E

m
bassy. 



In 1978 C
onsul A

zcue insisted that the m
an he dealt w

ith "in no w
ay 

resem
bled" the president's accused assassin. B

ut to accept this, one 
m

ust assum
e the follow

ing. T
he im

postor presented a photograph of 
O

sw
ald for the visa application and forged his signature. S

ilvia D
uran 

didn't notice that the picture looked nothing at all like the person w
ho 

handed it to her. D
uran and A

lfredo M
irabal w

ere m
istaken w

hen 
they later identified the applicant as O

sw
ald. B

ack in D
allas, som

eone 
forged D

uran's phone num
ber in O

sw
ald's notebook. 

. 

	

	
O

ne m
ight be able to sw

allow
 this story, how

ever im
probable, w

ere 
it not for O

sw
ald's N

ovem
ber 9 letter to the S

oviets in W
ashington 

—
in w

hich he talked about his run-in w
ith the C

uban consul. R
uth 

P
aine and M

arina observed him
 w

riting this letter, and R
uth found 

a copy of it lying on her desk later that day. O
ne is faced w

ith tw
o 

incredible alternatives: either R
uth and M

arina w
ere involved in the 

forgery/im
postor schem

e, or O
sw

ald w
rote about events that hap. 

pened to his im
personator. M

 m
ight be expected, the conspiracists 

say little, if anything, about the N
ovem

ber 9 letter. A
nthony S

um
m

ers 

NN
m

entions it. but he om
its entirely O

sw
ald's reference to the C

uban 
E

m
bassy. T

o do otherw
ise w

ould have m
ade his im

postor theory 
s 
	ludicrous. 

i
f Z

3
2
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sw

a
ld

's G
a

m
e 

W
ere others involved in the assassination? T

he H
ouse A

ssassina-
tions C

om
m

ittee believed that a tape recording of a police m
otorcycle 

radio transm
ission contained the faint sounds of four shots and that 

one of them
 cam

e from
 the grassy knoll. It concluded that another 

g
u
n
m

an
 in

 th
at area h

ad
 fired

 a sh
o
t th

at m
issed

 th
e m

o
to

rcad
e 

com
pletely. B

ut in 1982 a new
 panel of acoustical experts reexam

ined 
the tape for the N

ational R
esearch C

ouncil and unanim
ously con-

clu
d
ed

 th
at th

e so
u
n
d
s o

n
 th

e tap
e h

ad
 b

een
 reco

rd
ed

 ab
o
u
t o

n
e 

m
inute after the shooting and that there w

as thus no evidence for a 
second gunm

an. A
nd that is w

here the m
atter stands as of now

. In 
any event, the bulk of the evidence about O

sw
ald clearly suggests that 

if there had been a conspiracy, O
sw

ald w
ould not have been a patsy, 

but the ringleader. If be had any accom
plices, w

hich seem
s doubtful, 

I w
ould nom

inate the tw
o unknow

n m
en w

ho helped him
 try to gull 

S
ylvia O

dio. 
A

s the A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee said, a conspiracy involving O
s-

w
ald and som

eone else, "possibly a person akin to O
sw

ald in tem
pera-

m
ent and ideology, w

ould not have been fundam
entally different from

 
an

 assassin
atio

n
 b

y
 O

sw
ald

 alo
n
e." In

 a fo
o
tn

o
te it ad

d
ed

, "If th
e 

conspiracy w
as, in fact, lim

ited to O
sw

ald, the second gunm
an, and 

is r 
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perhaps one or tw
o others, the com

m
ittee believes it w

as possible they 
shared O

sw
ald's left-w

ing political disposition. A
 consistent pattern 

in O
sw

ald's life w
as a propensity for actions w

ith political overtones. 
It is quite likely that an assassination conspiracy lim

ited to O
sw

ald 
and a few

 associates w
as in keeping w

ith that pattern." C
onspirators 

are usually allies, not political enem
ies. 

B
ut there's no com

pelling reason to believe anyone else w
as in-

volved. T
he police-tape theory overshadow

ed the other w
ork done by 

the C
om

m
ittee that strengthened the case for O

sw
ald's guilt. H

aving 
exam

ined the W
arren C

om
m

ission's evidence, as w
ell as new

 evidence 
it developed on its ow

n. the C
om

m
ittee reached the follow

ing conclu-
sions. P

resident K
ennedy w

as struck by tw
o rifle shots fired from

 the 
sixth-floor w

indow
 on the southeast corner of the T

exas S
chool B

ook 
D

epository. A
ll the w

ounds inflicted on P
resident K

ennedy and G
ov-

ernor C
onnally w

ere caused by tw
o bullets fired from

 the M
annlicher-

C
arcano rifle found on the sixth floor of the D

epository, and this rifle 
belonged to L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. O

sw
ald w

as present on the sixth 
floor shortly before the assassination. A

 paper bag suitable for con-
taining a rifle found in the sniper's nest bore a fingerprint and palm

-
print of O

sw
ald's. O

sw
ald had no alibi for the tim

e of the assassina-
tion. O

sw
ald shot and killed P

atrolm
an J.D

. T
ippit. T

he evidence 
"strongly suggested that O

sw
ald attem

pted to m
urder G

eneral w
alker 

and that he possessed a capacity for violence." C
onsidering this and 

other evidence against him
, the C

om
m

ittee concluded that O
sw

ald 
assassinated P

resident K
ennedy. A

s A
nthony S

um
m

ers said, "If O
s-

w
ald

 really
 w

as ju
st a fall g

u
y
, h

e h
ad

 b
een

 b
ew

ild
erin

g
ly

 w
ell 

fram
ed." 

P
robably the strongest evidence the proponents of a M

afia or anti-
C

astro conspiracy have ever found is O
sw

ald's alleged association - Y
7
 

w
ith D

avid F
errie in N

ew
 O

rleans during the sum
m

er of 1963. F
erric 

w
as a strange character w

ho w
as violently anti-K

ennedy and anti-
C

om
m

unist. A
fter a disease caused the loss of his body hair, he began 

w
earin

g
 a red

d
ish

 m
o
h
air w

ig
 an

d
 fak

e ey
eb

ro
w

s. H
e w

as also
 a 

hom
osexual and had been fired from

 his job as an E
astern A

irlines 
pilot after he w

as charged w
ith extortion and w

ith m
olesting young 

m
ales. In 1963 he w

orked as a private investigator, both for the law
yer 

of C
arlos M

arcello, the N
ew

 O
rleans M

afia boss, and for G
uy B

anis-
ter, another m

ilitant anti-C
om

m
unist w

ho ran a detective agency. 
B

oth B
anister and F

errie had connections w
ith anti-C

astro groups. 
O

n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 

2
2
, 

F
errie w

as in
 a N

ew
 O

rlean
s co

u
rtro

o
m

 w
ith
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M
arcella and his law

yer. 
T

he office of B
anister's detective agency w

as in a building near the 
coffee com

pany w
here O

sw
ald w

orked until m
id-July. T

he building 
had tw

o entrances, and the address of the one around the corner from
 

B
anister's office w

as 544 C
am

p S
treet. A

nyone w
ho has read a con-

sp
iracy

 b
o
o
k
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e fam

iliar w
ith

 th
at ad

d
ress, b

ecau
se it w

as 
stam

ped on som
e of O

sw
ald's "H

ands O
ff C

uba" leaflets. 

C
astro activities in N

ew
 O

rleans w
ere a scam

 being run by the anti-
S

o, the plot thickens. T
he conspiracists believe that O

sw
ald's pro-

C
astro 

 F
erric and B

anister in order to discredit the F
air P

lay for 
C

uba C
om

m
ittee. T

his is highly unlikely. E
ven if w

e knew
 nothing 

ab
o

u
t O

sw
ald

, th
e fact th

at h
is first p

ro
-C

astro
 d

em
o
n
stratio

n
 o

c-
curred before he got to N

ew
 O

rleans w
ould seem

 to rule that out. I 
suspect that O

sw
ald did have som

e contact w
ith F

erric and perhaps 
w

ith B
anister as w

ell, but I believe it had nothing to do w
ith the events 

in D
allas—

w
hich, at that point, no one could have foreseen. 

O
sw

ald m
ay have approached F

erric or B
anister, as he approached 

C
arlo

s B
rin

g
u
ier, w

ith
 a p

lau
sib

le co
v
er sto

ry
 an

d
 w

ith
 an

 ey
e to

 
pursuing his ow

n ends. It m
ay be that, after he lost his job at R

eily's, 
he w

ent to see B
anister; w

orking for a detective agency w
ould proba-

bly have appealed to him
. H

e certainly could have used th
e m

oney. 
M

arina said that by late sum
m

er of 1963 he w
as so stingy w

ith his 
m

oney because he w
as saving it for his trip to M

exico that he lost 
w

eight from
 not eating. 

T
he best evidence that O

sw
ald knew

 F
errie, and possibly B

anister, 
com

es from
 the testim

ony of several credible w
itnesses w

ho told the 
A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee that they saw

 O
sw

ald in C
linton, L

ouisi-
ana, during late A

ugust or early S
eptem

ber w
ith a m

an w
ho looked 

like F
errie and another m

an w
hom

 they identified as C
lay S

haw
, the 

businessm
an involved in the G

arrison investigation. T
he second m

an 
w

as alm
ost certainly not S

haw
—

but S
haw

 looked very m
uch like G

uy 
B

anister. A
ccording to these w

itnesses, O
sw

ald w
as fist seen in nearby 

Jack
so

n
, w

h
ere h

e ask
ed

 a b
arb

er h
o

w
 h

e co
u

ld
 g

et a jo
b

 as an
 

electrician at the local m
ental hospital. (O

sw
ald had no training as an 

electrician.) T
he barber referred him

 to a state representative, w
ho 

advised him
 to register as a voter to establish residency. T

w
o secretar-

ies said that O
sw

ald applied for w
ork at the hospital, and afterw

ard 
he w

as seen standing in line at the C
linton voter registrar's office w

hile 
F

errie and the other m
an, presum

ably B
anister, w

aited outside in a 
C

adillac. A
s it happened, blacks in the parish w

ere.  conducting a voter 
registration drive that m

onth, and there w
as a long w

ait. T
he regis- 

trar, H
en

ry
 P

alm
er, testified

 th
at w

h
en

 it cam
e h

is tu
rn

 O
sw

ald
 

handed him
 a U

.S
. N

avy ID
 card w

ith his nam
e and a N

ew
 O

rleans 
address on it, and P

alm
er told him

 he hadn't been in the area long 
enough to register. 

S
u

m
m

ers b
eliev

es th
at F

erries an
d

 B
an

ister m
ay

 h
av

e b
ro

u
g

h
t 

O
sw

ald to C
linton as part of a U

.S
. intelligence schem

e to discredit 
the civil rights m

ovem
ent. Just how

 O
sw

ald could have discredited 
the m

ovem
ent by standing quietly in line isn't clear. T

he chronology 
su

g
g
ests th

at th
e rig

h
t q

u
estio

n
 is n

o
t w

h
y
 th

e m
an

 id
en

tified
 as 

O
sw

ald w
as at the registrar's office, but w

hy he w
anted to get a job 

at the E
ast L

ouisiana S
tate H

ospital. If this w
as indeed O

sw
ald, he 

w
asn

't lik
ely

 to
 b

e in
terested

 in
 a p

erm
an

en
t jo

b
, b

ecau
se h

e h
ad

 
already m

ade plans to go to M
exico C

ity in three or four w
eeks, and 

w
ith no training he couldn't have lasted long as an electrician. It's 

conceivable that O
sw

ald w
anted to get inside the hospital as an em

-
ployee for a short tim

e, possibly to photograph som
eone's psychiatric 

records for the detectives B
anister and F

errie. T
his interpretation is, 

of course, highly speculative, but it m
ight explain w

hy F
errie alw

ays 
denied that he knew

 O
sw

ald in 1963, if in fact he did. 
D

oes this m
ean that F

erric or B
anister or both w

ere involved in the 
assassin

atio
n
? O

b
v
io

u
sly

 n
o
t. If th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 p

lan
n
in

g
 to

 "u
se" 

O
sw

ald to kill the president, they w
ould hardly have com

e to a busy 
registrar's office w

ith him
, especially not in a C

adillac, w
hich drew

 
considerable attention that day. 

H
ow

 can w
e be certain, even

 so, that O
sw

ald w
asn't w

orking for 
A

m
erican intelligence or a sim

ilar group all along? I return to the 
principle that, in order to be plausible, a theory m

ust fit the available 
evidence into a reasonable chronology of events. T

o argue that O
s-

w
ald w

as m
erely posing as a leftist fro

m
 th

e tim
e he w

as 16 until, 
literally, the day he died, one m

ust unravel the story of his life pre-
sented in this book and attem

pt to rew
eave it into an entirely new

 
pattern. I can't say that it is im

possible to do so, but thus far it hasn't 
been done. 

N
o event aroused m

ore skepticism
 about the lone assassin theory 

than Jack R
uby's m

urder of O
sw

ald. Im
m

ediately after his arrest, 
R

u
b
y
 said

 th
at h

e sh
o
t O

sw
ald

 b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 b

een
 u

p
set b

y
 th

e 
ricassination and w

anted to spare Jacqueline K
ennedy the ordeal of 

returning to D
allas to testify at O

sw
ald's trial (as new

s reports had 
indicated that she w

ould have to do). R
uby added, "I also w

ant the 
w

orld to know
 that Jew

s do have guts."' 
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T
o
 m

a
n

y, R
u
b
y's p

ro
fe

sse
d
 g

rie
f lo

o
ke

d
 su

sp
icio

u
s. A

t th
e
 a

p
a
rt-

m
e
n
t o

f h
is siste

r, E
va

 G
ra

n
t, a

 fe
w

 h
o
u
rs a

fte
r K

e
n
n
e
d
y's d

e
a
th

, he 
te

le
p
h
o
n
e
d
 n

u
m

e
ro

u
s a

cq
u
a
in

ta
n
ce

s to
 b

e
m

o
a
n
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. H

e
 

trie
d
 to

 e
a
t su

p
p
e
r b

u
t th

re
w

 u
p
 in

 th
e
 b

a
th

ro
o
m

. A
s h

e
 w

a
s le

a
vin

g
, 

E
va

 th
o
u
g
h
t h

e
 lo

o
ke

d
 "b

ro
ke

n
." H

e
 to

ld
 h

e
r, "I n

e
ve

r fe
lt so

 b
a
d
 in

 
m

y life
, e

ve
n
 w

h
e
n
 M

a
 o

r P
a
 d

ie
d
." S

e
ve

ra
l o

th
e
r p

e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 ta

lke
d
 

w
ith

 R
u
b
y th

a
t d

a
y o

r th
e
 n

e
xt re

m
e
m

b
e
re

d
 th

a
t th

e
 e

xp
re

sse
d
 co

n
-

ce
rn

 fo
r th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's w

ife
 a

n
d
 ch

ild
re

n
, sa

yin
g
 in

 o
n
e
 in

sta
n
ce

, 
"th

o
se

 p
o
o
r p

e
o
p
le

, th
o
se

 p
o
o
r p

e
o
p
le

." T
h
e
se

 se
n
tim

e
n
ts m

a
y se

e
m

 
e
xce

ssive
, o

r p
h
o
n
y, b

u
t th

e
y w

e
re

 n
o
t u

n
u
su

a
l. 

B
e
fo

re
 th

e
 e

n
d
 o

f N
o
ve

m
b
e
r th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l O

p
in

io
n
 R

e
se

a
rch

 C
e
n
te

r 
co

m
p
le

te
d
 a

 p
o
ll o

n
 th

e
 p

u
b
lic's re

a
ctio

n
s to

 th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. In

 1
9
6
4
 

th
e
 C

e
n
te

r re
p
o
rte

d
: 

T
h

e m
ajo

rity o
f all resp

o
n

d
en

ts co
u

ld
 n

o
t recall an

y o
th

er tim
e in

 th
eir 

lives w
h

en
 th

ey h
ad

 th
e sam

e so
rt o

f fe
e
lin

g
s.... O

f th
o
se

 w
h
o
 co

u
ld

 
think of such an occasion (47%

) the m
ajority referred to th

e d
eath

 o
f 

a parent, c
lo

s
e
 frie

n
d

, o
r o

th
e
r re

la
tiv

e
.... 

T
h

e first reactio
n

s o
f n

in
e o

u
t o

f ten
 A

m
erican

s w
ere sym

p
ath

y fo
r 

M
il. K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 th

e ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 d

eep
 so

rro
w

 that "a strong young 
m

an had been killed at the height of his pow
ers." 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e
 fo

u
r d

a
ys fo

llo
w

in
g
 th

e
 e

ve
n
t, 6

8
 p

e
rce

n
t o

f th
o
se

 in
te

r-
vie

w
e
d
 w

e
re

 "ve
ry n

e
rvo

u
s a

n
d
 te

n
se

," 57 p
e
rce

n
t fe

lt "d
a
ze

d
 a

n
d
 

n
u
m

b
," 4

3
 p

e
rc

e
n
t "d

id
n
't fe

e
l lik

e
 e

a
tin

g
," 

22 p
e
rce

n
t h

a
d
 u

p
se

t 
sto

m
a
ch

s. M
a
n
y fe

lt a
 n

e
e
d
 to

 ta
lk to

 so
m

e
o
n
e
 th

e
y kn

e
w

, a
n
d
 th

e
 

n
a
tio

n
's te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 lin

e
s w

e
re

 clo
g
g
e
d
 w

ith
 ca

lls. O
n
e
 p

e
rso

n
 in

 n
in

e
 

h
o
p
e
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 "sh

o
t d

o
w

n
 o

r lyn
ch

e
d
." 

T
h
is

 in
te

n
s
e
 o

u
tp

o
u
rin

g
 o

f e
m

o
tio

n
 h

a
d
 little

 to
 d

o
 w

ith
 p

o
litic

s
. 

C
le

a
rly so

m
e
 p

sych
o
lo

g
ica

l n
e
rve

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 to

u
ch

e
d
. P

e
rh

a
p
s th

e
se

 
p
e
o
p
le

 h
a
d
 u

n
co

n
scio

u
sly id

e
n
tifie

d
 w

ith
 Jo

h
n
 K

e
n

n
e
d

y
—

a
t a

n
y ra

te
, 

h
is d

e
a
th

 w
a
s a

 sh
a
rp

 re
m

in
d
e
r o

f p
e
rso

n
a
l m

o
rta

lity. W
h
a
te

ve
r th

e
 

u
n
d
e
rlyin

g
 ca

u
se

, R
u
b
y's re

a
ctio

n
 w

a
s w

ith
in

 th
e
 m

a
in

stre
a
m

. 
B

u
t m

o
re

 im
p
o
rta

n
t fo

r o
u
r p

u
rp

o
s
e
s
 is

 R
u
b
y
's

 re
m

a
rk

 th
a
t h

e
 

w
a
n
te

d
 to

 p
ro

ve
 "th

a
t Je

w
s d

o
 h

a
ve

 g
u
ts." T

h
is is th

e
 kin

d
 o

f sta
te

-
m

e
n
t th

a
t a

p
p
e
a
rs n

o
n
se

n
sica

l a
t a

 d
ista

n
ce

 b
u
t h

a
s a

 su
rp

risin
g
 

re
le

va
n
ce

 o
n
 clo

se
r in

sp
e
ctio

n
. It tu

rn
s o

u
t th

a
t R

u
b
y h

im
se

lf w
a
s a

 
co

n
sp

ira
cy th

e
o
rist a

n
d
 th

a
t h

is crim
e
, like

 O
sw

a
ld

's, w
a
s th

e
 re

su
lt 

o
f a

 d
e
a
d
ly in

te
rp

la
y b

e
tw

e
e
n
 h

is p
a
st a

n
d
 th

e
 a

ccid
e
n
ta

l circu
m

-
sta

n
ce

s o
f th

e
 m

o
m

e
n
t. 

B
o

rn
 in

 C
h

ica
g
o
 in

 1
9
1
1
 a

s Ja
co

b
 R

u
b
e

n
ste

in
, R

u
b

y w
a

s th
e

 fifth
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c
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ch
ild

 o
f a

n
 a

lco
h
o
lic fa

th
e
r a

n
d
 a

 m
e
n
ta

lly ill, d
e
lu

sio
n
a
l m

o
th

e
r. A

s 
a
 yo

u
n
g
 b

o
y, h

e
 w

a
s sa

id
 to

 b
e
 "q

u
ick te

m
p
e
re

d
" a

n
d
 "e

g
o
ce

n
tric." 

G
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
 in

 a
 g

h
e
tto

 su
rro

u
n
d
e
d
 b

y o
th

e
r e

th
n
ic g

ro
u
p
s, R

u
b
y 

b
e
ca

m
e
 a

 stre
e
t fig

h
te

r w
h
o
 re

a
cte

d
 to

 a
n
ti-S

e
m

itic slu
rs w

ith
 h

is fists. 
B

e
fo

re
 W

o
rld

 W
a
r II, R

u
b
y a

n
d
 h

is n
e
ig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 frie

n
d
s d

isru
p
te

d
 

se
ve

ra
l p

ro
-N

a
zi ra

llie
s o

f th
e
 G

e
rm

a
n
-A

m
e
rica

n
 B

u
n
d
, "cra

ckin
g
 a

 
fe

w
 h

e
a
d
s
" in

 th
e
 p

ro
c
e
s
s
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 h

e
 to

o
k
 n

o
 o

th
e
r in

te
re

s
t in

 
p

o
litic

s
, R

u
b

y
 w

a
s
.d

e
s
c
rib

e
d

 b
y
 a

n
 a

c
q

u
a
in

ta
n

c
e
 a

s
 "c

u
c
k
o

o
 n

u
t" o

n
 

th
e
 su

b
je

ct o
f p

a
trio

tism
; h

e
 crie

d
 o

p
e
n
ly o

n
 le

a
rn

in
g
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t 

R
o
o
se

ve
lt's d

e
a
th

 in
 1

9
4
5
. 

In
 1

9
4
7
 R

u
b
y
 m

o
v
e
d
 to

 D
a
lla

s
 to

 h
e
lp

 h
is

 d
iv

o
rc

e
d
 sister, E

va
, 

m
a
n
a
g
e
 a

 n
ig

h
tclu

b
. O

ve
r th

e
 n

e
xt d

e
ca

d
e
 R

u
b
y g

o
t in

to
 n

u
m

e
ro

u
s 

fistfig
h
ts w

ith
 h

is e
m

p
lo

ye
e
s a

n
d
 u

n
ru

ly p
a
tro

n
s. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 B
u
d
d
y 

T
u
rm

a
n
, a

 p
rize

fig
h
te

r frie
n
d
, h

e
 "p

icke
d
 h

is sh
o
ts": h

is victim
s w

ere 
o
fte

n
 d

ru
n
k, fe

m
a
le

, o
r o

th
e
rw

ise
 u

n
a
b
le

 to
 d

e
fe

n
d
 th

e
m

se
lve

s. B
y th

e
 

fa
ll o

f 1
9

6
3

 R
u

b
y w

a
s ru

n
n

in
g

 tw
o

 strip
te

a
se

 jo
in

ts a
n

d
 h

a
vin

g
 fin

a
n

-
c
ia

l p
ro

b
le

m
s
. H

e
 w

a
s
 a

ls
o
 ta

k
in

g
 P

re
lu

d
in

 d
ie

t p
ills

, c
o
m

m
o
n
ly

 
kn

o
w

n
 a

s "u
p
p
e
rs." 

O
n
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g
 o

f N
o
v
e
m

b
e
r 22 Ja

ck R
u
b
y n

o
tice

d
 th

e
 b

la
ck-

b
o
rd

e
re

d
 "W

e
lco

m
e
 M

r. K
e
n
n
e
d
y" p

a
g
e
 in

 th
e
 D

a
lla

s M
o

rn
in

g
 N

ew
s. 

H
e
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
d
 E

va
 to

 ca
ll h

e
r a

tte
n
tio

n
 to

 it—
h
e
 w

a
s a

n
n
o
ye

d
 th

a
t 

a m
essage attacking the president bore a Jew

ish nam
e, B

ernard W
eiss-

m
a
n
, a

s ch
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 sp

o
n
so

rin
g
 co

m
m

itte
e
. A

t a
b
o
u
t it o

'clo
ck 

R
u
b
y m

a
d
e
 h

is cu
sto

m
a
ry visit to

 th
e
 M

o
rn

in
g

 N
ew

s b
u
ild

in
g
 to

 p
la

ce
 

w
e
e
ke

n
d
 a

d
s fo

r h
is n

ig
h
tclu

b
s. A

fte
r h

e
 co

m
p
le

te
d
 h

is b
u

sin
ess, a 

n
ew

sp
ap

er em
p

lo
yee, Jo

h
n
 N

e
w

n
a
m

, sa
w

 h
im

 sittin
g
 a

t a
 d

e
sk le

a
fin

g
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
 d

a
y's p

a
p
e
r, "killin

g
 tim

e
, a

s h
e
 a

lw
a
ys d

id
." R

u
b
y m

a
d
e
 

a
 co

m
m

e
n
t criticizin

g
 th

e
 "lo

u
sy ta

ste
" o

f th
e
 a

n
ti-K

e
n
n
e
d
y a

d
ve

rtise
-

m
e
n
t. "W

h
o
 is

 th
is

 W
e
is

s
m

a
n
?
" h

e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 k
n
o
w

. P
riv

a
te

ly
 h

e
 

suspected that som
eone had used a false nam

e "to m
ake the Jew

s look 
b
a
d
." (A

ctu
a
lly, W

e
issm

a
n
 w

a
s a

 yo
u
n
g
 co

n
se

rva
tive

 w
h
o
 h

a
d
 re

-
ce

n
tly m

o
ve

d
 to

 D
a
lla

s.) 
F

ive
 m

in
u
te

s la
te

r, a
n
o
th

e
r e

m
p
lo

ye
e
 ra

n
 in

to
 th

e
 o

ffice
 a

n
d
 sa

id
, 

"K
e
n
n
e
d
y's b

e
e
n
 sh

o
t." N

e
w

n
a
m

 sa
w

 R
u
b
y re

sp
o
n
d
 w

ith
 a

-lo
o
k o

f 
"stu

n
n

e
d

 d
isb

e
lie

f." S
o

o
n

 te
le

p
h

o
n

e
 ca

lls ca
m

e
 in

 fro
m

 p
e

o
p

le
 ca

n
ce

l-
in

g
 w

e
e
ke

n
d
 a

d
ve

rtisin
g
—

a
 d

e
ve

lo
p
m

e
n
t th

a
t R

u
b
y in

te
rp

re
te

d
 a

s a
 

p
ro

te
s
t a

g
a
in

s
t th

e
 "W

e
lc

o
m

e
 M

r. K
e
n
n
e
d
y" p

a
g
e
. A

 fe
w

 m
in

u
te

s 
la

te
r h

e
 u

se
d
 a

n
 o

ffic
e
 p

h
o

n
e
 to

 c
a
ll E

v
a
 a

g
a
in

—
a
n

d
 p

u
t th

e
 re

c
e
iv

e
r 

N
e
w

n
a
m

's
 e

a
r a

n
 th

a
t h

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
a
r h

e
r a

n
g

u
is

h
e
d

 re
a
c
tio

n
 in

 th
e
 

s
h

o
o

tin
g

 1
3
 tiliv

 W
e
i 	

Ih
t lir itio

n
tm

l h
l ,

t‘ stin
t I.4 	

114-11 
h

o
 a

n
d

 h
is

 s
ta

te
r w

a
rn

 "e
m

o
tio

n
a
lly tIn

d
tith

ial 	
O

w
 



n
a
 ... O

sw
ald

's G
am

e 

the sam
e w

ay as other people." It had never occurred to N
ew

nam
 that 

they w
eren't, but R

uby w
as clearly w

orried that W
eissm

an's untim
ely 

criticism
 o

f th
e p

resid
en

t m
ig

h
t p

ro
v

o
k

e a b
ack

lash
 ag

ain
st o

th
er 

Jew
s. 

 
L

ater that afternoon, R
uby checked the D

allas phone book: W
eiss-

m
an's nam

e w
asn't in it. D

riving across tow
n on N

ovem
ber z3, R

uby 
noticed a billboard saying "Im

peach E
arl W

arren" that listed a post 
office box num

ber sim
ilar to the one given in the right-w

ing advertise-
m

ent. R
uby w

asn't sure w
ho E

arl W
arren w

as, but h
e suspected a plot 

involving "the John B
irch S

ociety or the C
om

m
unist P

arty or m
aybe 

a com
bination of both." A

fter reaching his apartm
ent, R

uby called 
L

arry C
rafard, an em

ployee of his w
ho had a P

olaroid cam
era, picked 

C
rafard up, and drove back to the sign and took pictures of it. R

uby's 
room

m
ate, G

eorge S
enator, w

ent along. R
uby acted as though he had 

uncovered som
ething im

portant. N
ext the trio w

ent to the D
allas P

ost 
O

ffice, w
here R

uby tried unsuccessfully to find out w
ho had rented 

the box indicated on the billboard. T
he m

en w
ent to a nearby coffee 

shop, w
here S

enator noticed that R
uby's voice sounded "different" 

an
d
 th

at "h
e h

ad
 so

rt o
f a stare lo

o
k
 in

 h
is ey

e" 
W

h
en

 R
u
b
y
 sto

p
p
ed

 b
y
 S

o
l's T

u
rf B

ar th
at aftern

o
o
n
, a p

atro
n
, 

F
ran

k
 H

elical°, b
eg

an
 b

lam
in

g
 D

allas fo
r th

e assassin
atio

n
 an

d
 

pulled out a copy of the anti-K
ennedy page as evidence. R

uby becam
e 

"u
p

set an
d
 lo

u
d
" an

d
 said

 th
at h

e d
id

n
't b

eliev
e th

ere w
as su

ch
 a 

person as B
ernard W

eissm
an, that the ad w

as the w
ork of a group 

trying to create anti-S
em

itic feelings. A
n hour later R

uby w
as telling 

a friend that the black border w
as a "tipoff" that w

hoever placed the 
ad "knew

 the P
resident w

as going to be assassinated." T
hus, R

uby 
suspected a schem

e to m
urder K

ennedy and use the Jew
s as scape-

goats. 

r
A

fter he shot O
sw

ald the follow
ing m

orning, R
uby expected to get 

out of jail on bond and be interview
ed by reporters as a hero. Instead, 

he found him
self under suspicion of being involved in a plot to kill 

the president. E
very aspect of his life w

as investigated, and reports of 
his past acquaintance w

ith underw
orld figures m

ade it appear that he 
w

as a M
afia hit m

an. R
uby assim

ilated this turn of events into the 
pattern that had already form

ed in his m
ind. H

e interpreted it as the 
w

ork of the sam
e people responsible for the W

eissm
an advertisem

ent. 
F

o
r R

u
b

y
, th

e iro
n

y
 w

as n
ig

h
tm

arish
. H

is act w
as su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 

absolve the Jew
s, by rem

oving any possible doubt about w
here their 

sym
pathies lay. B

ut in his m
ind, it had done just the opposite. H

e now
 

believed that he had unw
ittingly played into the conspirators' hands. 

C
onspiracy T
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B
y th

e tim
e R

uby testified to the W
arren C

om
m

ission in June 1964, 
his conspiracy theory w

as full-blow
n. A

s he im
agined it, the John 

B
irch S

ociety had convinced P
resident Johnson that he w

as involved 
in K

ennedy's m
urder. B

elieving that, Johnson had "relinquished cer-
tain pow

ers" to the organization, w
hich w

as now
 beginning a w

ide-
spread pogrom

 against A
m

erican Jew
s. S

peaking in his jail cell, R
uby 

insisted that he had shot O
sw

ald on his ow
n. 

A
n

d
 I h

ave n
ever h

ad
 th

e ch
an

ce to tell th
at, to b

ack
 it u

p
, to p

rove it. 
C

on
seq

u
en

tly, righ
t at th

is m
om

en
t t am

 b
ein

g victim
ized

 as a p
art of 

a p
lot in

 th
e w

orld
's w

orst traged
y an

d
 crim

e. 

T
he bew

ildered W
arren listened as R

uby tried to explain this p
lo

t: 

T
h

ere is an
 organ

ization
 h

ere, C
h

ief Ju
stice W

arren
, if it tak

es m
y life 

at th
is m

om
en

t to say it ... th
ere is a Joh

n
 B

irch
 S

ociety righ
t n

ow
 in

 
a

c
tiv

ity
.... 

U
n

fortu
n

ately for m
e, [b

y m
y] givin

g th
e p

eop
le th

e op
p

ortu
n

ity to 
get in

 p
ow

er, b
ecau

se of th
e act I com

m
itted, [this] has put a lot of people 

in
 jeop

ard
y w

ith
 th

eir lives. 
D

on
't register w

ith
 you

, d
oes it? 

W
A

R
R

E
N

: N
o: I d

on
't u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
at. 

R
u

': W
o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 ra
th

er I ju
st d

elete w
h

a
t I sa

id
 a

n
d

 ju
st p

reten
d

 
n

oth
in

g is goin
g on

? 
W

A
R

R
E

N
: I w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t in

d
e

e
d

. I am
 on

ly in
terested

 in
 w

h
at you

 w
an

t 
to tell th

is C
om

m
ission

. 

R
uby also said that his sister and brothers w

ere going to be killed. 
A

lthough he sounded com
pletely irrational, his explanation for the 

shooting w
as virtually the sam

e one that he had given after his arrest. 
H

e m
entioned his use of diet pills and suggested that this m

ight have 
been a "stim

ulus" on the m
orning of N

ovem
ber 24, w

hen 

su
d

d
en

ly I felt, w
h

ich
 w

as so stu
p

id
, th

at I w
an

ted
 to sh

ow
 m

y love for 
ou

r faith
, b

ein
g of th

e Jew
ish

 faith
 ... th

e em
otion

al feelin
g cam

e w
ith

in
 

m
e th

at som
eon

e ow
ed

 th
is d

eb
t to ou

r b
eloved

 P
resid

en
t to save (M

rs. 
K

en
n

ed
y
] th

e o
rd

ea
l o

f co
m

in
g
 b

a
ck

... . 
I d

rove p
ast M

ain
 S

treet, p
ast th

e [jail], and there w
as a crow

d already 
gath

ered
 th

ere. A
n

d
 I ... took

 it for gran
ted

 [th
at O

sw
ald

] h
ad

 alread
y 

b
een

 m
o
v
ed

.... S
o
 m

y
 p

u
rp

o
se w

as to go to th
e W

estern
 U

n
ion

—
m

y 
d

ou
b

le p
u

rp
ose—

b
u

t th
e th

ou
gh

t of com
m

ittin
g th

e act w
asn

't u
n

til I 
left m

y
 a

p
a
rtm

en
t.... 

I realize it is a terrib
le th

in
g I h

ave d
on

e. an
d

 it w
as a stu

p
id

 th
in

g, 
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but I just w
as carried aw

ay em
otionally.... I had the gun in m

y right 
hip pocket, and im

pulsively, if that is the correct w
ord here, I saw

 him
, 

and that is all 1 can say. A
nd I didn't care w

hat happened to m
e. 

T
hroughout the interview

, R
uby returned to the plot against him

, 
begging W

arren to take him
 to W

ashington for a lie detector test. 

am
 as innocent regarding any conspiracy as any of you gentlem

en in 
the room

, and I don't w
ant anything to be run over lightly. I w

ant you 
to dig into it w

ith any 	
question that m

ight em
barrass m

e, or anything 
that m

ight bring up m
y background, w

hich isn't so terribly spotted—
I have never been a crim

inal. . 
I am

 m
aking a statem

ent now
 that I m

ay not live the next hour w
hen 

I w
alk out of this room

... it is the m
ost fantastic story you have ever 

heard in a lifetim
e. I did som

ething out of the goodness of m
y heart. 

U
nfortunately, C

hief E
arl W

arren, had you been around 5 or 6 m
onths 

ago . . . and im
m

ediately the P
resident w

ould have gotten hold of m
y 

true story .. . a certain organization w
ouldn't have so com

pletely form
ed 

now
, 512 pow

erfully, to use m
e because I am

 of the Jew
ish extraction, 

Jew
ish faith, to com

m
it the m

oat dastardly crim
e that has ever been 

com
m

itted. 	
. T

he Jew
ish people are being exterm

inated at this m
o- 

m
ent. 

A
 few

 m
inutes later, R

uby said 

It m
ay not be too late, w

hatever happens, if our P
resident. L

yndon 
Johnson, knew

 the truth from
 m

e.... B
ut he has been told, I am

 certain, 
that I w

as part of a plot to assassinate the P
resident.... I have been 

used for a purpose, and there w
ill be a certain tragic occurrence happen-

ing if you don't take m
y testim

ony and som
ehow

 vindicate m
e so m

y 
people don't suffer because of w

hat I have done, ... A
ll I w

ant is 2 lie 
detector test.... A

nd then I w
ant to leave this w

orld. B
ut I don't w

ant 
m

y people to be blam
ed for som

ething that is untrue, that they claim
 

has happened. 

S
om

e conspiracy theorists have taken R
uby's rem

ark "I have been 
used for a purpose" to m

ean that he w
as "used" to kill O

sw
ald. O

thers 
th

in
k
 th

at he w
as sp

eak
in

g
 in

 a so
rt o

f co
d
e an

d
 th

at th
e "certain

 
organization" he referred to w

as really the M
afia. F

or som
e reason, 

it is extrem
ely difficult to take R

uby's testim
ony at face value. S

uspi-
cious of his m

otives, one tends to focus on isolated details and give 
them

 a sinister interpretation. O
ne naturally feels that there is "m

ore 
to it" and that one m

ust probe beneath the surface to get at it. T
his  

is a sy
m

p
to

m
 o

f co
n
sp

iracy
 th

in
k
in

g
, th

e sam
e h

u
m

an
 m

alad
y
 th

at 
afflicted

 R
u

b
y

 in
 a m

o
re v

iru
len

t fo
rm

. 
B

u
t h

o
w

 can
 w

e b
e sure that R

uby w
asn't faking m

ental illness in 
o
rd

er to
 co

n
ceal h

is ro
le in

 a plot? C
onsider the im

p
licatio

n
s o

f th
at 

hypothesis. If R
uby's grief and delusions w

ere sham
, one m

ust accept 
th

at p
rio

r to
 N

o
v
em

b
er 2

2
 R

uby w
as persuaded to feign an obsession 

w
ith the W

eissm
an advertisem

ent in order to legitim
ize the bizarre, 

puzzling explanation he w
ould give after his arrest. T

ry to im
agine a 

conspirator actually giving R
uby those instructions. 

In 1965 R
uby w

as seen briefly on television after he left jail for a 
court appearance. A

s he w
alked along a corridor he w

as heard to say, 
"co

m
p

lete co
n

sp
iracy

 . . an
d

 th
e assassin

atio
n

 to
o

 . if y
o

u
 k

n
ew

 
the facts you w

ould be am
azed." R

uby's vision of the forces against 
him

 eventually grew
 to include P

resident Johnson. In
 a letter from

 jail 
he w

rote, ". . . they alone had planned the killing, by they I m
ean 

Johnson and the others." Ironically, these com
m

ents, and others like 
them

, have been offered in support of the very allegation R
uby desper-

ately w
anted to disprove. T

hese w
riters have never considered the 

possibility that R
uby w

as talking about a different conspiracy—
not 

one in w
hich he silenced O

sw
ald on orders, but one that tried to m

ake 
it look as if he had. 

In D
ecem

ber 1966 R
uby w

as diagnosed as having term
inal cancer; 

he died less than a m
onth later. In a tape recording m

ade tw
o w

eeks 
before the end, R

uby reiterated that his shooting of O
sw

ald w
as pure 

chance and that he acted alone, not as part of a conspiracy. S
ol D

ann, 
one of his attorneys, told the press, "R

uby did n
o
t w

an
t to

 liv
e. H

is 
d

eath
 w

as a m
erciful release." 
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 large part, the assassination of P
resident K

ennedy w
as the tragic 

result of a steady accum
ulation of chance happenings, the elim

ination 
of any one of w

hich m
ight have spared K

ennedy's life. 
T

h
e ch

ain
 o

f circu
m

stan
ce b

eg
an

 in
 O

sw
ald

's ch
ild

h
o
o
d
, w

h
en

 
som

eone innocently handed him
 a political pam

phlet that gave his 
an

g
er an

d
 resen

tm
en

t a d
irectio

n
. S

ix
 y

ears later, h
e failed

 in
 an

 
attem

pt to sign aw
ay his citizenship, w

hich m
eant that he w

ould be 
able to go back to the U

nited S
tates in 1962. L

ess than a year after 
he returned, a bullet intended for G

eneral W
alker m

issed. T
hen in 

S
eptem

ber 1963, w
hen he w

as trying to build a record to im
press the 

C
ubans, C

astro's w
arning appeared and gave him

 a new
 target. F

i-
n
ally

, after h
is trip

 to
 C

u
b
a w

as b
lo

ck
ed

, a n
eig

h
b
o
r o

f a frien
d
 

suggested a job at a school book w
arehouse. 

U
ltim

ately, these coincidences cam
e to have a horrible significance, 

but only because they happened to a particular dangerous individual. 
T

he root cause of the assassination w
asn't blind fate, but O

sw
ald's 

sociopathic nature. 
A

s a child, O
sw

ald isolated him
self from

 other people. R
aised by 

a m
other w

ho w
as m

onstrously self-centered, he grew
 to resem

ble her. 
H

e cam
e to feel as if there w

ere a veil separating him
 from

 everyone 
else, a barrier that he preferred to rem

ain intact. A
s E

velyn S
trickm

an 
said, he w

ithdrew
 into a solitary and detached existence in w

hich he 
didn't have to obey any rules. M

arguerite encouraged this tendency. 
H

er constant defense of his rule-breaking fed his belief that he w
as a 

superior being w
ho could do not w

rong. L
ee O

sw
ald saw

 him
self as 

an outsider, and he relished this role. (H
e w

ould play it from
 youth 

2
4
2
... 

onw
ard, as M

arxist M
arine, A

m
erican defector, R

ussian-speaking 
returnee.) 

W
ith

 n
o
 p

erso
n
al relatio

n
sh

ip
s to

 an
ch

o
r h

im
 in

 ev
ery

d
ay

 life, 
O

sw
ald created "his ow

n w
orld." R

obert noticed his "love of fan-
tasy," recalling that his kid brother w

ould listen to children's stories 
on the radio and hours later w

ould still be pretending to be one of the 
characters. It w

ould have been an innocent pastim
e, but L

ee's day-
dream

s included visions of pow
er and violence. 

E
arly on, his im

agination drew
 him

 to the larger w
orld reflected in 

new
s reports—

an arena that m
ust have seem

ed m
ore m

eaningful, 
m

ore real, than his daily existence. A
s M

arguerite recalled, he w
ould 

'stop w
hatever he w

as doing to listen to the new
s, because he consid-

ered it im
portant. 

E
dw

ard V
oebel's testim

ony reveals w
here his fantasy life w

as lead-
in

g
 h

im
. F

ro
m

 lo
cal p

ress rep
o
rts, O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 g
o
tten

 th
e id

ea o
f 

stealing a pistol. O
ne can turn this incident and see O

sw
ald's am

bi-
tions reflected in it. H

e w
anted to im

itate the robbers—
w

ho had defied 
authority and gotten aw

ay w
ith it. T

he theft w
ould be dangerous and 

therefore exciting. O
sw

ald m
ade plans, obtaining a glass cutter and 

toy gun—
the gun w

ould be left in place of the stolen w
eapon, as a 

subterfuge. B
y outw

itting his adversaries, he w
ould assert his pow

er 
over them

. 
O

sw
ald

's tactics an
d
 g

o
als ch

an
g
ed

 in
 th

e y
ears ah

ead
, b

u
t h

is 
psychological m

otivations did not. It w
ould be for sim

ilar reasons that 
he tried to deceive S

ylvia O
dio, in another schem

e inspired by a new
s 

report. In fact, the patterns seen in his robbery plan w
ould be repeated 

in the three m
ost dram

atic episodes in his life. T
he, defection, his 

attack on W
alker, and the president's m

urder w
ere all daring acts that 

allow
ed him

 to strike back at authority and put him
self in control. In 

a literal sense, O
sw

ald lived in his fantasies—
he acted them

 out. A
s 

G
eorge de M

ohrenschildt put it, h
e played w

ith his life. 
A

 few
 m

onths after V
oebel lost contact w

ith him
, O

sw
ald discov-

ered K
arl M

arx. H
e believed that M

arxism
 gave him

 the "key" to his 
en

v
iro

n
m

en
t o

n
 an

 id
eo

lo
g
ical lev

el. B
u
t th

e sy
stem

 h
ad

 a su
b
-

conscious appeal. B
y redefining him

self as the victim
 of an evil society. 

defiance of authority suddenly becam
e not only legitim

ate, but heroic. 
H

e began thinking of him
self as an idealist w

ho acted on lofty princi-
ples. H

e im
m

ediately w
anted to join the C

om
m

unist party, a group 
of political outsiders, and achieve great things. B

y the tim
e K

erry 
T

hornlcy m
et him

, O
sw

ald saw
 M

arxism
 as his religion, a m

eans of 
justifying his life and obtaining a place in history. 

A
t 
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A

fter converting to M
arxism

, O
sw

ald's conscious m
otives w

ere 
p

o
litical. H

e co
n

sid
ered

 h
is d

efectio
n

 to
 b

e a co
u

rag
eo

u
s p

ro
test 

against A
m

erican m
ilitary im

perialism
. H

is explanation for attacking 
W

alk
er w

as also
 id

eo
lo

g
ical: h

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e elim

in
atin

g
 a p

o
ten

tial 
H

itler, thereby saving lives. E
ach tim

e, he expected to be recognized 
as a fighter for justice. B

ut his inner com
pulsions w

ere the sam
e as 

they had been. O
n learning that the W

alker bullet had m
issed, he w

as 
disappointed, but M

arina believed that he w
as also pleased "w

ith the 
clever fellow

 he w
as" in getting aw

ay w
ith the attem

pt. H
e had put 

one over on the police. 
S

trip aw
ay the politics, and O

sw
ald's antisocial personality is evi-

dent. H
e resem

bles the typical S
t. E

lizabeths crim
inal seeking pow

er, 
control, and excitem

ent. A
t Y

outh H
ouse he had been diagnosed as 

a "passive-aggressive" individual. som
eone w

hose outw
ard com

pli-
ance m

asked deep anger. T
his characteristic show

s up in his political 
w

ritings, w
here O

sw
ald cast him

self as a silent observer w
ho w

aited 
in "stoical readiness" for the opportune m

om
ent to act. 

T
his com

plex of m
otivations reverberated in the K

ennedy assassi-
nation, It w

ould be a violent protest against A
m

erican im
perialism

 
tow

ard C
uba and a retaliation for the plots against C

astro. B
ut be-

neath O
sw

ald's rationalizations, there w
as a continuing self-aggran-

dizem
ent and a desire for vengeance that cam

e from
 som

ething o
th

e
r 

than politics. 
E

ach of these incidents w
as also derived, in so

m
e w

ay, from
 O

s-
w

ald's reading of press reports. H
is ideas w

ere never entirely original. 
O

sw
ald's defection w

as preceded by that of G
uy B

urgess and D
onald 

M
aclean, a fam

ous case that O
sw

ald alluded to in a conversation w
ith 

N
elson D

elgado. It w
asn't so m

uch that new
s stories "put ideas in his 

head." It w
as alm

ost the other w
ay around: O

sw
ald's grandiose self-

im
age drove him

 to project him
self onto the w

orld stage. T
he interna-

tional political scene w
as the reality that m

attered to him
, and he w

as 
determ

ined to m
ake his m

ark on it. 
A

s each of his efforts w
as frustrated, O

sw
ald's schem

es becam
e 

progressively m
ore violent. H

is defection resulted in a w
eek's public-

ity and tw
o and a half years of obscurity. T

he W
alker incident gained 

only a brief, anonym
ous attention. T

hen his plan to reach C
uba w

as 
thw

arted by red tape—
m

oreover, the C
ubans didn't take him

 seri-
ously. H

is repeated attem
pts to join a revolutionary m

ovem
ent had 

failed, leaving him
 as isolated and unrecognized as ever.' 

A
fter O

sw
ald returned to D

allas in O
ctober 1963, events continued  

to narrow
 his path. H

is perception of the plots against C
astro had 

already led him
 to threaten P

resident K
ennedy's life on tw

o occasions. 
O

n O
ctober 19th, a double feature about assassinations rem

inded him
 

of "the actual situation" that existed in C
uba. T

he follow
ing evening 

his preoccupation w
as such that he didn't think to ask about the birth 

of his second child. 
H

aving failed to get R
ussian visas, O

sw
ald w

as stranded in D
allas. 

H
e m

ade plans to renew
 his political activities. B

y "reading betw
een 

the lines" of leftist new
spapers, he w

ould determ
ine w

hich line to 
follow

. B
ut in N

ovem
ber there w

ere new
 developm

ents. H
is visit to 

the S
oviet E

m
bassy in M

exico had understandably reaw
akened the 

F
B

I's interest in him
. C

ornered, feeling unjustly persecuted, O
sw

ald 
w

ro
te a n

o
te to

 H
o
sty

 an
d
 a letter to

 th
e S

o
v
iets in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 

p
ro

testin
g

 th
e F

B
I atten

tio
n

. A
t th

is ju
n

ctu
re, h

e learn
ed

 th
at th

e 
president's m

otorcade w
ould pass the building w

here he w
orked. 

It m
ust have seem

ed to him
 that fate had spoken. A

ll his past life 
w

as a rehearsal for the m
om

ent w
hen he decided to act out his violent 

fantasies against P
resident K

ennedy. A
fter his arrest, O

sw
ald ap-

peared calm
, introspective, at peace w

ith him
self. H

e behaved as if he 
w

ere now
 in control—

as, in a real sense, he w
as, until Jack R

uby's 
ow

n obsessions intervened. A
t long last, O

sw
ald had achieved w

hat 
he had alw

ays w
anted: vengeance pow

er, and even an infam
ous im

-
m

ortality. 
T

he assassination of John K
ennedy w

as neither an act of random
 

violence nor a cons•irac . It w
as carried out as a result of O

sw
ald's 

character and 	
ckground interacting w

ith circum
stance. It's likely 

th
at h

ad
 th

 	
been no plots against C

astro, O
sw

ald w
ould have 

eventually 	
led

 so
m

eo
n
e, b

u
t it w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy C
astro's w

arning had sim
ply deflected his aim

. 

4
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